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r YISTORY has-been filed, “ The evidence of time—The 


A. light of truth——The fchoo! of virtue—The depofitory of 


events.” It is calculated for the putpofes of fhowing the princi- 
pies‘on which flates and empires have rifen ‘to power, and the 
errors by which they have fallen into decay, or been totally dif- 
folved : and of pointing out the fatal effets of inteftine divifions: 
and civil. wars, whether arifing from the ambition, weaknels, 
or inattention of princes; or from the mercenary difpofition,. 
pride, and falfe policy of minifeers and flatefmen ; or from mif- 
taken ideas, and the,abufe, of government and liberty. It fhould 
oblige all, who have performed any diftinguifhed part on the 
theatre of the world, to appear before us in,their proper cha- 
raéter ; and to render an account of their a€tions at the tribunal 
of pofterity, as models which ought to be followed, or as exam. 
ples to be cenfured and avoided. | 3 
- The inftru@ions that events afford, are the foul of hiftory ; 
which doubtlefs ought to bea true relation of real fa@s during 
the period it refpeéts. An ‘effential requifite in an hiftorian is 
the knowledge of the truth ; and as in order to perfection ‘he 
ought to be fuperior to ‘every temptation to difguife it: Some have 
faid, that ‘‘ he fhould have neither country, nor particular relj- 
gion.” The compiler of the prefent hiftory can affure the public, 


that he has paid a facred regard to truth, confcious of his being 


anfwerable to a more awful tribunal than that of the public; and 
has laboured to. diveft himfelf of all undue attachment to every 
perfon, country, religious name or profeffion : whenever the 
reader is inclined to pronounce him partial, let him recolleét, 
that he alfo is fubjeé to the like human. frailty, A regard to 
truth has often reftrained him from the ufe of flrong and florid 
expreffions, that he might not impofe upon the reader a pleafing 
delufion, and lead him into falfe conceptions of the eyents un- 
dertaken to be related, ‘ ” ee | 


The 


Wo ee! BR EC A Cay Bs 


The following work 1s not confined to the conteft between 
Great-Britain and the United States of America, but.includes 


all. the other parts of the war which originated from that con- 


tefl. 
In the beginning of the firft letter, the reader is acquainted, 
with the reafons that produced an hiftorical account of the firft. 


{ettlers in the Thirteen Colonies, and of their fucceffors; down, 


to the clofe of 1771. The infertion of what followed to the com- 
mencement of hoftilities, was neceflary for the connefting of the 
two periods. 


The form of letters, inftead of chapters, 1s not altogether 
imaginary, as the author, from his artival in America in 1770, 
snaintained a correfpondence with gentlemen in London, Rot- 


terdam, and Paris, anfwering in general to the prefixed dates. 


He apprehended, that by keeping to fuch form, and making 
the narrative agree with the moment to which it related, and by 
introducing the various snfertions neceflary for the authenticat~ 
ing of faéts, a prefent ideal exiftence of paft events might be 


produced in the mind, Similar to. what is felt when a well-exe. 


cuted hiftorical painting 1s examined. The better to fecure this, 
point, feveral parts are written in the prefent tenfe. If the au-) 


thor has failed in the execution, it is hoped that the candid reader 
will admit of the good intention as an apology. 

He has kept, as far as he could, toa chronological order. 
This has neceffarily interrupted the narrative of particular parts; 
which, though a difappointment to fome, may prevent the tedi- 
oufnefs that might otherwife have been felt by perfons of a diffe. 


rent tafte. It may at leaft ferve to prevent or corre&t the too fre- 


t 


quent miftakes of afcribing prior events, partly or wholly to fub- 
fequent fats. ‘The author regrets his not having given every 
European letter the immediate refemblance of being written 
to him by a correfpondent. He flatters himfelf, that he has in 
forne meafure compenfated for that and other defetts, by the 
general contents of every letter in each volume prefixed to the 

¥ fame ; 


————— 
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fame; by a copious index to the whole at the end of the ‘laf; 
and bs a fet of maps, about which neither care, nor es pence, has 
been {pared to render them valuable, 


Struck with Ate importance of the {cenes that were opening 
upon the world, in the beginning of i776, he formed an early 


defign of compiling their hiflory, which he made known to the 
late commander in chief of the American army ; and nreeting 
with the defired encouragement from him, he applied himfeif to 
the precuring of the beft, materials, whether oral, written, or 


printed. Oral communications were minuted down while freth, 
in the memory ; ate written, were direéted- pareetiately to him-. 


felf in many ‘inflances, » in others only impar ted : the produétions 
of the European prefs could not be received with any regularity, 


or certainty during the war, but were improved as they could be 
obtarmied. 


~The paved Bene in congtefs tien ee bith witha 
an infpéétion of fuch of their records as could with propriety be 
fubmitted to the perufal of a private perfon ; and he was indulg 
ed by the late generals Wafhington, Gates, Greene, Lincoln, a 
Otho Williams, with a. et examination of their papers, both 
of a public and more private nature. 


He had the opportunity of acquainting himfelf with the records 
of the firft fettlers in New-England ; and examined thofe of the 
Malffachufetts-bay, from their formation as a company to the 
clofe of the war, contained in near thirty folio manulcript vo« 
lumes. 


Doéttor Ramfay’s hiftory of the war in Carolina, was commu- 
nicated to him while in manufcript ; and liberty was granted to 
make full ufe of it: the prefent opportunity is embraced for ac- 
knowledging the benefit received. from it, and for returning 
grateful thanks to the Do&tor. The Americans remarked, that 
Dodfley’s Annual Regifter contained the beft foreign printed fum- 
Mary account of affairs: But it was not poflible for writers on 

VOL. 1, B this 
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this fide the Atlantic to avoid miftakes,: That Regifter and other 
publications have been of fervice to the compiler of the prefent 
work, who has frequently quoted from them, without var ying 
the language, except for method and concifenefg, He gathered 
from every fource of intelligence in his power, while at the place 
of his refidence near Bofton; and fince his return to his native 


country in 1786, has improved the advantage arifing from it. 


The accounts here given of American affairs, are fo different 
in feveral refpeéts from what have been the conceptions of many 
on each fide the Atlantic, that it was neceffary to infert a variety 
of letters, papers and anecdotes, to authenticate the narrative, 
The publication of thefe, it is prefumed, will obtain’ credit for 
fuch parts as could not with propriety be fupported by the intro- 
duétion of fimilar proofs. ! | asi : 


To write a hiftory worthy the approbation of his friends, and 
(as far as his power extended) of the prefent age, and of pofte. 
rity ; and to convince mankind, that TRutH was his care, his 
Search; and what his foul was engaged in; have been the great, 
ovjects of Case pale ghey Sed 
; | ot HE ADL EO, 
London, Odi, 28. 1788. a . ‘ 
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. Ri, 3:3 THE SEVERAL LETTERS IN VoL. I, 


Letrzer i. P. o5—84. 

HE riferof the Puritans and Brownifts, p. 26. The Brown- 
| ifts flee to Holland ; remove to America; fettle at New- 
Plymouth ; and adopt the congregational mode of church go- 
vernment, p. 29. ‘The Puritans purchafe and fettle the Mafia- 
chufetis-Bay, p. 94. Conneéticut and New-Haven colonies fet- 
tled, p. 44. The fettling of Providence and Rhode-Hland colo- 
ny, p. 47-. New-Hampthire and the Main fettled,.p,. 48. New- 
York, p..52. .New-Jerfey, p.. 53. Virginia, p. 67. Maryland, 
p- 65. Carolina, p. 67. Pennfylvania and Delaware counties, 
p.7§- Georgia, p. 92. ! | ie . 

Lerrer Il. P. 84—116. . 

‘The New-York and Maffachufetts fentiments on the fubje&t of 
taxation, p. 84. Parliamentary acts refpetting the colonies, p. 
87... The latter co-operate with the mother country, p. 89. ‘I'he 
expedition againft Louifburgh in 1745, p..93.. ‘The Ohio com- 
pany in 1749, p- 98. _ Hoftilities commence in 1754, p. 10%.— 
The plan of the Albany congrefs for uniting all the colomes, p. 
102. The minifterial plan, and Dr. Franklin’s objettions to it, 
p. 103. General Braddock’s defeat, p. 107. Lord Loudon 
and the Maffachufetts general court, p. 108... The exertions of 
the Maffachufetts in the common caufe, p. 109. Governor 


Bernard, eR: 110. ; Mr. James Otis, p. 112. - The Maffachu- 


fetis people jealous of miniflerial defigns again their liberties, 
isk 3}, 3 ee ies ae 
, Letrer Il. P.117—152. 

The Maffachufetts affembly declare again{t parliamentary taxe 
ation, p. 117. Appoint-a committee ta correfpond with the 


 feveral affemblies onthe continent, p. 120. ‘The: ltamp-aét, 


129... It occafions a general difcontent in the ,Maflachuletts, p, 
129. The Virginia refolves refpetting adty np.» 19dz tia 
congrefs meet at New-York in 1765, p. 132. Ruots at Boflon 
and elfewhere on account of the flamp-aét, p. 133. Aflociations 
again{t its operation, p. 145. The flamp-act repealed, p. 150. 


LETT ER IV. P. 152-216, 


-Mr. Samuel Adams chofen. a member for Bofton, pa pad 
as alfo Mr. John Hancock, p. 154. Compentation made to the 
fufferers in the time of the riots, p. 156. The proceedings of 

the 
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the Maflachufetts and New-York affemblies, p. 157. Mr) Charles 
Townfend’s bills for taxing the colonies afreth, p-x1genecr he 
New-York legillative power fufpended, p. 159. <A board of 
commiflioners eftablifhed in’ America, did.» Non- -importation 
renewed, p,.160—174. The New-England fpirit of. patriotifm 
approved of at Philadelphia, p. 161. “The Maffachufetts affem- 
bly agree upon a circular letter to the reft of the ‘affemblies; ‘p. 
"163. The new aflermbly required to refcind the refolution which 
‘pave rife to it, p. 166—refufe, and are diffolved, pe. 2672 Mir. 
‘Hancock's floop Liberty feized, p. 168., Troops - ordered to 
‘Bofton, p- 173. bik convention is called, and meets at Bofton, p. 
hese S Troops land in the town, p,178, The letters of the Phi- 
ladelphia merchants to the committee at London, p. 180190. 
“Phe parliamentary refolutions againft the Maiflachufetts proceed. 
ings, p.182. The counter refolves of ‘Wirginia and Maffachu. 
fetts, p. 185—186. Governor Bernard recalled, p- 194. Goods 
rethipped from Bofton, p. 197: The a€t*for repealing the du- 
ues on glais, paper, and colours, p. 198. The foldiers at Bofton 
fire upon the inhabitants on March 5, 1770, p. 202. Captain 
Prefton and the foldiers are ted, p: 205. Mr. M‘Dougall of 
New-York, committed to jail for ‘publithing an addrefs to the in- 
habitants, pe gir. :Maffachufetts aflembly, and heutenant go, 
vernor Hutchinfon, cp 21 3+ 


pat TER Vy Platz—p23. 

Governor Hutchinfon’and the Maffachufetts general court, p. 
217, The Gafpee {chooner burnt, p. 218. "Mr. James War. 
ren propotes c committees of correfpondence through: the Maffa- 
chufetts, p. 219. Governor Hutchinfon, in his fpeech to the | 
general court, introduces the pabicet of the fupremacy of parht. 
ament, 224. . 


borer Bh toe 226227. 


An aét for the better fecuring of his. majefty’: s dock- yards, 
fhips, kc. p. 226. The Eaft-India company empowered to. ¢x- 
por their own teas, p. 227. 


ke gre) VITy uP. 207-941. 


The Virginia burgelfes refolve’ to maintain an intercourfe 
with the fifter colonies, p. 228. A number of letters tranfmit- 
ted by Dr. Frank lin, are communicated to the Maflachufeits af 
ferably, ‘p.299. ‘T he meafures purfued by the colonies to: pre- 
veni aie introduétion of the tea fent hy the Eaft-India company, 


p. 290. “Lhe proceedings at Boilon relative thereto, p. 232. 
The 
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‘The tea isthrown into the water, p. 236. The conduft. of the 
Maflachufetts alfembly refpetting the judges receiving their fup- 
port from the crown, p. 239. The fentiments of the profefled 
patriots in the Maflachuletts, p. 240. 
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A. dttel occafioned by the letters fent over by Dr. Franklin, p. 
241. The Maffachufetts petition for the removal of the gover- 
nor, difmiffed, p. 242. The Bofton port-bill, p. 243. The bill 
for regulating the government of the Maffachufetts, p. 244—for 
the impartial! adminiftration of juttice, 2bid.—-for the govern- 
ment of the province of Quebec, p. 247. | ' 


Lertrer IX. P.249—269. 


Governor Gage arrives at Bofton, p. 249. The meafures 
purfued relative tothe Bofton port bill, p.250. The Maffachufetts af 
fembly appoint a committee to attend a general congrefs, p. 253. 
The meafure is adopted by other colonies, p. 254. Bofton con- 
fidered as fuffering in the common caule, p. 257. Obfervations 
on the port-bill, p. 258. General Gage alarmed, p. 260. The 
Maflachufetts people prepare to defend their rights with the 
fword, p. 261. The courts of judicature fufpended, p. 265.— 
Gage fortifies the entrance into Botton, p. 266—feizes a quantt- 
ty of powder, zdzd. An affembly of delegates from the towns in 
Suffolk, of which Bofton 1s the county town, p. 267. 


LETTER X.. P. 270—291. 


~The general congrefs meet at Philadelphia, p. 270—write to 
general Gage, p. 27 1—make a declaration of rights, 24zd.—enter 
into a non-importation, non-confumption, and non-exportation 
agreement, p. 273—addrefs the people of Great-Britain, p. 274 
- their memorial to the inhabitants of Britifh America, p. 275— 
addrefs the king, p. 275—the Canadians, p. 278. Mefirs. Gal- 
loway and Duane on the fide of miniftry, p. 279. Maffachu- 
fetts provincial congrefs form and adopt meafures for the defence 
of the colony, p. 280. Proceedings in Pennfylvania, Rhode- 
Ifland, New-Hampfhire, Virginia, Maryland, and South-Caro- 
lina, pe 287. The flate of the Maflachufetts colony, p. 290. © 


LETTER XI. 291—916. 


The parliament diffolved, p. egr. His majefty’s fpeech to 
the fucceeding new one, P. 292. Tranfcripts from Mr. Quin- 
cy’s journal, p. 294. Lord Chatham’s fpeech, Jan. 3°, 1775, 

; 4 ‘ p: 298, 
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p. 298—lord Camden’s, p. 302. The petitions of the houfe of 
commons in favor of the colonifts negletted, p. 305. Lord 
North propofes a joint addrefs from both houfes to the king, ’p. 
308—it occafions great debates, p. gog—1s protefted-againit, |p, 

12. North’s conciliatory motion, p. 313. Oppofition to-the 
bill for reftraining thé New-England provinces from filbing on 
the banks of Newfoundland, p. 914... The Americans infulted 
by feveral in both houfes of parlament, p.915- 


ish Letrer XI. 316—931. 

The Maffachufetts congrefs meet, p. 917. General Gage fends 

troops to Salem, 2rd... A battle between the whigs and tories at 

New-York, March 5, 1775, p- 319. The precautions of the 

Maffachufetts people to fupply themfelves’ with military articles, 

andto prevent a furprife, zbed. _ Gage fends troops to Concord, 

p. 322—they fire upon the militia at Lexington, 22d. The 

country rifes, p..923. A reinforcement of Britith fent from Bol- 

ton, p- 324. The origin of the term Yankee, ed. “The royal 

troops obliged to retreat to Bunker’s-hill in Charleftown penin- 

jula, p. 326—crofs over to Boflon, 1dd.—which 1s invelted by 

the provincials on every fide by land, p. 327. Gage agrees with 

the committee of the town, p. 328. Dr. Warren’s letter to him, — 
p. 329. The provincials,no wife prepared for a military conteft 

with Great-Britain, p. 330. ) PI ie 

Letrer XU. P. 391—938. f 
The fifhery reftraining bill, and the bill for reftraining the 


commerce of the colonies, p. 331. Petitions againft the coercive 


atts, and counter petitions, p. 333. The city of London ap- 
proaches the throne with an addrels, remonftrance, and pelition, 
in favour of the Americans, p. 334... Tbe eark of Etfngham* 
tefigns his regiment, p. 935- Generals Howe, Clinton, and 
Burgoyne, fail for Bofton 1n the Cerberus, p. 336. The news 
of the Lexington engagement reaches London, p. 338. 


ehiskt LerrerR XIV. P. 339—399. ; | 
* The North-Carolina general aflembly meet, p. 939: The ef- 
fe€ts of the Lexington engagement, p. 340. The. expedition 


avainft Tyconderoga, p. 344. The proceedings ‘of the Mafla- 
chufetts congre!s, p.948. Tranfattions'in and about Botton, p. 
353. Govermor Huichinfon’s letter books difcovered, .p. 356. 
‘The.a€ts of the general congrefs, p. 358. George Wafhington, 


- efq; elected commander in chief of the continental forces, p. 359+ 


The batile at Breed’s-hill, erroneoutly called Bunker’s-hul, p. 
L | 202, 
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362. <A fpeech of the Oncida Indians, p. 972. Ananfwer of 
the Stockbridge Indians, p. 373. The reply of the Maflachu- 
fetts congrefs, p. 374. ‘Tne atts of the general congrefs, p. 975., 
General Waihington’s arrival at the American camp, and the 
affairs of the Army, p.377. The a€ts of the general congrefs 
to the time of their adjourning, p. 381. Georgia accedes to the 
union, p. 385. The proceedings of the South-Carolinians, p. 
388—of the North-Carolinians, p. 390—of the Virginians, p. 
392—of the Maryland convention, p. 995. The affairs of Penn- 
fylvania, Philadelphia, New-York, aud other places, p. 3996. 


Lerrer XV. P. 999—443. 

The THIRTEEN UniTED CoLontes, p. 3999. The pro- 
ceedings of the South Carolinians, p. 400. The nature of the 
oppofiuon to popular meafures in their colony, p. 4o1. They 
fend troops into the fettlements of the royalifts, p. 404. The: 
mealures taken by the North-Carolinians, p. 405—by the Vir- 
ginians, p. 406—1in regard to lord Dunmore, p. 407—his lord- 
_ hip difappointed at Norfolk, 2zd.—in his expe€tation of being 
| joined by a confiderable force under Connelly, p. 409. The 
| orders of the Pennfylvania aflembly to their delegates in 
congrefs, p. 410. The fentiments of the Jerfey affembly, zézd. 
_ The Afia man of war fires upon New-York, p. 411. Governor 
_ Tryon’s influence alarms congrefs, p. 412. Letters between ge- 
nerals Wafhington and Gage, p. 416. Colonel Arnold’s expe- 
dition into Canada, p. 418. Dr. Church’s correfpondence with 
a Britifh officer difcovered, p. 422. Falmouth deftroyed, p. 424. 
The old fouth meeting-houfe in Bofton turned into a horfe rid- | 
ing fchool, p. 425. The Maflachufetts aflembly refolve to fit 
out armed veffels, p. 428. The fleps taken to introduce inde- 
pendency, p. 431. Acts of congrefs, p. 4394. General Mont- 
gomery is fent to Canada, p. 436—appears before Quebec, 

SESH : 
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THE 
RISE, PROGRESS, ‘anp CONCLUSION 
Or >THE 


NORTH AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


Bob Pepe! Root, 


Roxbury, December 26, 1771, 
“My coop Sik, 


* YO your properly underftanding the nature and origin of 

. the uneafinefs that has fo ftrongly agitated the colonies of 
late years, and {hill exifts, though now fomewhat abated; and 
which has been occafioned by parliamentary taxation and the 
modern meafures of government; you muft be acquainted with 
the fentiments and hillory of the firit fettlers, no leis than of 
their defcendants and fucceffors. 

Several of the mof{t zealous and eminent proteftants, in the 
reign of Hdward the VIth, oppofed the poptih ceremonies and 
habits, though otherwife united to their brethren in religious 
tenets. The oppofition became more general and determined, 
after hundreds of them fled to, and refided in foreign parts, in 
order to efcape the Marzan perfecitions. There the fentiments 
of numbers, through their intercourfe with proteflants of other 
nations, were much changed and improved; and they were 
more than ever defirous of proceeding further in the reforma- 
tion, than was directed by the fervice-book of king Ldward. 

Upon the acceflion of Elizabeth, the refugees returned to 
England, | 1558, | loaded with experience and learning, but in 
the utmoft difitrefs and poverty. Thofe of the clergy, who 
could comply with the queen’s eftablifhment, were quickly 
preferred. The reft, after being admitted to.preach awhile, 
were fufpended, and reduced to former indigence. Several 
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were oflered bifhoprics, but declined the tender, on account of 
the garments, ceremonies, Xc. while the neceflity of the times, 
and the flattering hope of obtaining hereafter an amendment 
in the conftitution of the church, induced others to accept pre- 
ferments, though with trembling. — ) 
The queen affected much pomp in religion ; was fond of the 
old popifh ceremonies, in which fhe had been educated ; and 
thought her brother king Edward had gone too far in demo- 
liihing ornaments. 
- The clergy and laity, who (fought after greater ecclefiaftic 
purity, in vain ftruggled hard for the aboluhment of popifh 
ceremonies and habits ; or, at leaft, leaving the ule of them, 


ia divine fervice, indifferent. They obtained nothing but the 


honorable nick-name of PURITANS. The queen proved an. 


inflexible bigot, and would be obeyed, or punifh. The par- 
liament, in their firit fefion, had very inyudicioufly paffed the 
two afls of fuprermacy and uniformity, without guarding them 
properly ; and by a claufe in the latter, delivered up tothe 
crown all ecclefiaftic jurifdi€tion. Men of folid learning and 
piety, of fober lives, popular preachers, profeifed enemies to 
popery and fuperftition, and of the fame faith, in point of 
doétrine, with the conformi{ls, were fufpended, deprived, im- 
prifoned and ruined, for not complying with the ule of thofe 
garments and ceremonies, which their opponents acknow- 
ledged to be indifferent in,themfelves ; while the fufferers ad- 
judged fuch compliance Anfal, from their having been abufed 
to idolatry, and ferving as marks and badges of that religion 
they had renounced. | 

All the puritans of thefe times were defirous of remaining 
in the church, might they be indulged as to the habits and a few 


ceremonies, though they were far trom being fatisfied with the - 
hierarchy, and had other objections befide thofe for which they 


had been deprived. Inftead of indulgence, their grievances 
were multiplied ; and the penal laws were rigoroully executed. 
However, the body of the conforming clergy being extremely 
illiterate and ignorant, the deprived minifters were employed as 
curates. or lecturers ; and received, for their fervices, a {mall 
confideration from the incumbent, together with the voluntary 
contribution of the parifh. By their warm and affettonate 
preaching and eminent faithfulnels, they gained the hearts of 
the common people, who were the more attached to them, the 
more cruelty was exercifed upon them; and who had the utmoft 
averfion to the popilh garments, as their hatred to popery in- 
ereafed. The preachers appealed to the feriptures.. Their 
hearers fearched them careiully ; obtained more and clearer 


‘dilcoveries | 
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difcoveries of the popifh fuperftitions ; grew in their abhorrence 
- of them ; venerated the divine inflitutions ; and longed to have 
the worlhip of the church rendered more pure and. primitive.— 
The popularity of the deprived minifters drew numbers fron 
neighbouring parithes. Purttanifin {pread and gained ground by 
being perfecuted. Its growth was the greateil grief to the queen 
and archbifhop Whitgitt. But neit!.r the fupreme head of the 
church, nor the primate of all England, had policy or chrifhianity 


enough to apply the proper: remedy, in granting (beriy of con-- 


Jcrence. Inftead of that, new aéts were pafled, and greater feve- 

rities prattifed. Such inhuman proceedings, againit proteliants 
of good moral charatters, did not pafs unnoticed. ‘They were 
the fubjects of converfation. The right of aciitag thus toward 
fellow-creatures, and its non-agreement with the mild and bene- 
volent principles of chrillianity, were freely eanvalled. The 
fupreme head and chief dignitaries of the Zagh/h church being 
fuch intolerable perfecutors, it became a queition, |“ Is {he 
any longer a true church of Chrift, and are her minifters 
true minitters.”’ 

At length one Robert Brown, defcended from an ancient and 
honorable family, and nearly related to Lord Treafurer ‘Cecil, a 
fiery zealot, travelled through the country, [1566.| a fecond 
time, holding forth, wherever he went, againtt byhops, eccle- 
frajtic courts, ordaining of minifters, Sec. and gathered a feparate 
congregation, ‘The parties held, that the church of ENGLAND 
was not a ¢rue church; ‘that her minifters were not righdly. or- 
dained: that her’ difcipline was popifh and anti-chrilian; and 


that all her ordinances and facraments were zavalid. ‘“Lherefore | 


‘they would not join with her members in any part of public 
worfhip. ‘They not only renounced communion with the church 
of ENGLAND, but with ad other reformed churches, except 
they were of their own model. 

Thefe /eparatifts were called Brownifts, which was long after- 
ward the common name for all that feparated ¢otaily from the 
church of England, even when they difowned the: rigid) prin- 
ciples of Brown and his congregation, ' We muft caretully dil- 
tinguifh the Browna/ts from the Puritans. Moft of the latter 
were for keeping within the pale of the church, apprehending it 
to be-a true church in its doctrines and /acraments, though ae- 
fettive in difcipline and corrupt in ceremomes. ‘They thought it 
unlawful to feparate ; fubmutted to fufpenfions and deprivations ; 
wheh driven out of one diocefe, tock fan¢iuary in another, be- 
ing afraid of incurring the guilt of /chz/m; anc, were the chief 
writers againkt the Brownz/is. 

(1593-| A freth effort was made to cruih the non-conformi/ts. 


A maft 


Se SE EI ee spree en 


SS 
(Sy tet 


Sees a 


28 THe. Fels a, OV Yor THE [ 4. D. 1593. 


A moft obnoxious aét was paffed, for punifhing all who refufed 
to come to church, and every one, who perfuaded others to op- 
pofe the queen’s anthority in ecclefiaftic caufes, or was prefent at 
any conventicle or meeting.» . The punifhinent was imprifonment 
without bail, til] the conviéted agreed to conform and make a 
declaration of his conformity. In cafe the offender did not fign 
the declaration within three raonths, he was to abjure the realm, 
and go into perpetual banifiment. If he departed not within the 
time limited, or returned afterward without the queen's licence, 
he was to fiffer death without benefit of clergy. By this att, the 
cafe of non-conformists was worte than that of felons at com- 
mon law. The flatute was levelled againtt the laity, no lefs than 
ihe clergy. The moderate puritans evaded it, by going to church 
when prayers were nearly ended, and by receiving the facrament 
when adminiflered with fome latitude. The weight of it fell 
upon the Brownifls, whofe fentiments had gained ground, fo 
that they were increafed to near twenty thouland, befide wives 


and children, according to the opinion of Sir Walter Raleigh, 


given in the houfe of commons, when the bill was read the 
lecond time and debated*. ; 3 

Several were put to death, about this period ; which excited 
an odium againit the bifhops and high commiflioners, who were 
univerfally Known to have been at the bottom of the proceedings 
againft them. It was refolved therefore, to fend the remainder 
of theimprifoned into banifhment, inftead of continuing to ex- 
ecute them. | Others preferred a voluntary exile, rather than be 
expofed to the mercilefs perfecutions that awaited them in. their 
native country. Is it ftrange, that thefe perfons, thus forced or 
frichtened out of it, for claiming and exercifing the common 
right of human nature, that of judging for themfelves in matters 
of religion, fhould at length think, that their allegiance term1- 
nated with their departure ; or, that thofe who commuerated 
them inclined to the fame fentiment ? | 

The parliament, efpecially the lower houfe, perceiving how 
the queen, and many of the bifhops and ecclefyaitics abuled 
their {piritual power ; what mifchiefs they brought upon_ the 
church; and the miferies to which honeft men were reduced for 
mere difference in religious fentiments ; attempted repeatedly to 
regulate matters, and to redrefs the hard{hips of ‘the non-con- 
formifts, but was flopt by her majefty in the moft dictatorial 
manner. Some of the members, roufed by fuch unwarrantable 
atts of fovereignty, fpake beldly and freely upon the oceafion, 
and cenfured the arbitrary proceedings of the bithops. The 
queen added to her other faults, that’ of fending them to the 


* Townthend’s Hiflorical ColleQions, p. 76, 


Tower. 
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- Tower. But, though fhe could awe the parliament, imprifon 
its members, and proteét her favorite bifhops ; fle could not 
overpower the con{ciences of the non-coutormills. . yes 

A number of religious people, upon the borders of Nettangham- 
flare, Lincolnflare, and Yorkfhere, having fuflered perfecution pa- 
_tiently for years, and fearched the f{criptures diligently, were at 
length fully of opinion, that the ceremontes of the Englz/h church 
were unlawful; that the lordly power of her prelates was con- 
trary to the freedom of the golpel ; and that her offices, courts 
and canons had no warrant in the word of God; but were 
popifh. They determined theretore to fhake off that yoke) of 

ondage, viz, human impofitions, brought into the church by 
popith policy and power, againft the fuperior law of Chrut, the 
genius of his plain religion, and chriflian liberty. They re- 
folved, [1602.| as the Lord’s free people, “ ¢o join thenifelves by 
covenant into a church flate; and, agreeable to prejent or future 
knowledge, to walkin all the ways of God, according to ther beft 
abilities, whatever ut cofts them*.” 

The affembly, | 1606.] owing to the diftance of habitations, 
was obliged to form itfelf into two diftinét religious focieties ; 
the one, with which is our concern, foon had for its patior 
the famous Mr, Fohn Robinfon. ‘The church kept together 
about a year; but being extremely harraffed by perfecutors, con- 
cluded upon rergoving to Holland. ‘The pious refugees repaired 
to and fettled at Amfterdam; but after a while removed to 
Leyden; where they were highly re{fpected, and would have been 
allowed fome public favor, had it not been for fear of offending 
England. By hard and continued labour they obtained a living. 
The Dutch employed them before others, for their honeft and 
exemplary behaviour; and readily trufted them when in want 
of money. Matters, however, were not altogether to their 
another removal. It was imagined, that, if a better and eafier 
place of living could be had, numbers would join.them. The 
morals of the Dutch were too difiolute; and they were afraid, 
that their offspring would become religious. Befide, they had 
an ardent, noble, and godly defire, of laying a foundation tor 
{preading the religion of Fe/us over the remote regions of the 
earth; and of handing down to future ages, what they thought to 
be, the pure and unadulterated worfhip of the great JEHOVAH. 
They therefore direéted their views to America. To thofe who 
objected—the length and danger of the voyage, the difficulties 
and calamities to which they fhould be expofed, the barbarities 
and treacheries of the Indians, and their inability to fupport the 


mind ; [1617.| and fome of the moft fenfible began to think of 


* Prince’s New-Ergland Chronology, Part I. p. 4. 
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expence—it was ahfirett “The difficulties are nat invincible, 
and: may be overcome by fortit ude and patience ;- the ends pro- 
poled are good and honorable; the calling lawful and urgent; 

the bleffing ot God may tibirefgne | be expetted. We live but as 
exiles now: and are-in a poor condition. The truce with. the 
Spanards 18 haitening toa clofe.. Nothing but preparations for 
war are going forward. The Spaniards may be as cruel as the: 


Savages 3 and famine and peililence ee be as fore in Holland as 


tal itera ae 


Ajiter ferious and folemn application to God for diredtinn they 
concluded on carrying the propotlal of crofling the A lana into: 
execution ; endeavouring to iy @in a diltinét body by themfelves, 
under the general government of the Mirginta company; and 


3 


fuing to his edad king fames, is fill liberty and freedom 
of confcience. 

The Virginia company were ready to give them a patent, with 
as ample privileges as they could grant; but, notwithitanding the. 
great intereft made by ¢ gentlemen of the firft shevatlon: and by the: 
chiet fecretary of flate, the king and bilhops refufed to allow the 
refugees (though at the diftance _ 3000 miles) hberty of con- 
{cience under the royal teal. All they could obtain from his ma- 


jelly, was a promile that he would connive at, and not moleft 


them, provided they carried themfelves peaceably ; : but he would: 
not tolerate them by his public authority, Upon this occafion, 
it was vy ifely obferved, ‘S1f his folate s promile is no fecurity, a 
further confirmation will be of little value ; though it has a feal 


as broad as the houfe floor, it will not fone the turn, for HIG 
will be means enough Pann: when wanted, to recall or reverfe it 


and we muft refi herein on God’ S providence.’ ape Dhis reafoning, 
~ the hope of being placed beyond the reach of ecclefiaftic 

ourts, prevailed,’ They refolved, to venture; and, after long 
auendanee, much coit andlabor, obtained a patent. 

They agreed, that the minor part of younger and Itronger men, 
with Mer. Brewfier, an elder. of the church, fhould go firft, and 
that the paftor, Mr. Rodinfon, fhould remain behind with the 
nap rity, for a future favorable opportunity. Their enemies 
nee ed, that the flates of Holland were weary of their com- 
y osharehe reverie was evident from the following occurrence, 
vig stlbe Ce ae of the city, when reproving the /alloons in 
open court, faid, ‘ Thefe Englifh have hued now ten years among 
us, and ve we never hid any accufa tion againfi any of them, 
whereas your quar) rels are continual.” 

The colony d ellined for America, failed from Del/t-Haven for 
So uthampton, July 22, 1620; and th ere’met a fhip, having fome 


sngiilh iriends on board, who propoied remoying with chemise. 
Both 
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-Both veffels proceeded to fea; ‘but returned twice into port, on 
account of defeéts in the one from Delft, which was difmiled.— 
Part of the company returned to London, the remainder betook 
themfelves to the thip, and failed from Plymouth the 6th of Sep- 
tember. After many delays, difficulties and dangers, they made 
Cape Cod at break of day on the oth of November, and entered 
-the harbor on the 10th. They offered up their devout and ardent 
acknowledgments to God for his protection, and had thoughts of 
danding ; but remarking, that they were out of the limits of their 
patent, and in a fort reduced to a {tate of nature ; and hearing 
fome, who came from London, hint, there 2s now no authority 
over us; they, while on board,’ formed themlelves into a Civil 
Body Politic under the crown of England, for the purpofe of 
framing “juft and equal laws, ordinances; acts, conflitutions and 
offices,’ ta which they promifed. ‘ all due fubmiffion and obe- 
dience.”” This contract was fub{cribed by forty-one perions, on 
Saturday the 11th of November. The whole company of fettlers, 
men, women, childrenand fervants, amounted to no more than 
one hundred and one, the exaét number that left England—tor 
one haddied, but another was born upon the paflage. 

_ Enfeebled and fickly, we now behold them at the diftance of 
goco miles, not only from their native country, but the ho- 
{pitable land where they lately refided for years, when unfeeling 
perfecution drove them into a voluntary banifhment. They have 
_a long anddreary winter before them, and are upon the {range 
coaft of an uncultivated wildernefs,. without a relation or frien 
to welcome their arrival, or an houfe to fhelter them; without 
even a kind inhabitant to comfort them by tender atts of huma- 
nity,much lefs a civilized town or city, fram which fuccour may 
be obtained on an emergency. Thus circumflanced, they are 
employed in making difcoveries, till the goth of December, 
when they conclude upon a place for immediate fettlement, 
which they afterward name New-P/ymouth, in grateful remem- 
brance of the laft town they left in their native country. 

The winter proved remarkably mild * for the American cli- 
mate, though exceflively fevere to an Engliih conflitution ; and, 
what with diforders brought upon them through uncommon 
labours and fatigues, and their being expoled to the rigors of the 


feafon ; and what with the {curvy and other difeafes occafioned © 


by atedious voyage, and the want of proper accommodations 
while making it, they buried by the end of March, 1621, forty- 


four of their little fociety, of whom one and twenty were fub- | 


{cribers to the contract. . The number of their dead increafed to 
-kity by the beginning of November, when, to their great joy,a 
fe. ® Wood's New-England’s Profpea@, Ed. 1764, p. $s 
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veffel arrived with thirty-five fettlers from London. It was 
years before their plantation amounted to three hundred people : 
when nearly fo, the Council eftablithed at Plymouth, inthe coun- 
ty of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering and governing of 
“New-England in America, granted them a Patent, { Jan. 13, 1630. | 
by which their lands were fecured againft all Englifh claims.— 
Be it noted, that they early agreed with, and fatisfied the Jadiax 
proprietors. ! 

It would have been aftonifhing, had not thefe planters brought 
with them opinions favorable to liberty. The arbitrary proceed- 
ings of Elizabeth and James produced a fpirit. of inquiry ; and 
induced the fufferers and others to canvafs the equity of thofe 
powers, which were fo improperly exercifed. When the film 
of prejudice was removed, it was eafy to difcern that tyranny, 
whether in church or ftate, could not be vindicated by reafon or 
revelation; and that Heaven’s permitting it, was no thore a 
countenance to that, than any other wickednefs. Befide, the 
Plymouthtans had lived for many years among a people, who had 
been engaged in a bloody war, with a cruel unrelenting tyrant, 
whofe fovercignty they had renounced. ‘The frequent converfa- 
tion that muft have pafled between the Dutch and Englith re- 
fugees, muft have improved the attachment of the laft to the 
caufe of freedom. It might alfo have: been hinted to them, that 
it began to be the fentiment of fome Englifh nobles and prin- 
‘cipal commoners, that in cafe of a removal to America, perfons, 
without any charter from the crown, were at liberty to eftablifh 
what form of government they pleafed; and to fet up a new 
ftate, as fully to all intents and purpofes, as though they were 
making their firft entrance into civil fociety. 

No wonder then, efpecially confidering the general equality 
prevailing among them, that the Plymouthians, by their contract 
before landing, formed themfelves into a proper Democracy; and 
that it was entered in the Plymouth records of [Nov. 15, 1636, | 
“ Finding, that as free-born fubjects of the flate of ENGLAND, 
we hither came with all and fingular the privileges belonging to 
Such 3 inthe firft place we think good, that it be eflablifhed jor an 
ail, that, according to the [rights {uppofed to be wanting] and 
due privileges of the fubjects aforesaid, no impofition, law or ordi 
nance be made or imposed upon them at prefent or to come ; but fuck 
as fhall be made and impofed by confent, according to the free 
liberties of free-born fubjects of the fate and kingdom of ENGLAND, 
and no otherunfe.”’ They meant to continue their allegiance to 
the crown; to retain their connection with the mother country ; 
to adopt the general laws of England for the rule of government, 


wherein. 


andependent or consrezational charches. Congregational is ihe 
b Pee ep : ; 


to imply too great.a feparation from fifter churches. 
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wherein they fuited ; and to be governed by their own particular 
acts in other inflances, | 

Perfons, devoted to church authority and particular national 
eftablifhments, may exclaim againft the Plymouthtans tor their 
religious fentiments: but a fair and briet ftaiement of them, it is 
apprehended, will be thought the beft defence that can be offered, 
by thofe who candidly examine the New Te/lament, and are pro- 
perly impreffed with the words of our Saviour—My hingdom as 
not of this world. 

When Mr. Jobdinfon and his affociates feparated from the 
church of England, they were rigid Brownity. After his re- 
moval to Holland, and there converfing with learned divines, he 
being a gentleman of a liberal mind and good di!pofition, became 
moderate, as did his people ; fo that they who continued rigid 
Brownifis would hardly ho!d communion with them. Mr. Rodine 


fon and his fociety did not require of thofe who joined them, a 
renunciation of the church of Engiand. They alfo acknow-_, 


ledged the other reformed churches for true and genuine; allowed 
their own members occafional communion wih them, in the 
word preached, and in the prayers conceived by the preacher 
before and afier fermon, but noi in the facramenrs and difcipline; 
and admitted their members, known to them to be pious, to oc- 
cafional communion with themfelves in the facraments. , Stull 
is to be remarked, that they were not admitted, becaule of their 
being members of fuch churches, but eon account of ther known 
piety: their belonging to and continuing in fuch churches, was 
not an argument for rejetting them ; nor was it the argument for 
their reception. Mr. Roiznfon, however, by his. cynverfation 
and writings, proved a principal in ruining Browni/ia ; and, m 
the opinion of fome was the father, of others ithe refiorer, of, the 


. : oy Was 4 eS en 
term ufedin New-Knsland, the other 1s difcarded, as. feermin 


The Plymouthians held, that the Bible was the fole religious 


code of proteftants; and that every man had a night to judge | 


for himfelf,and to try all do¢iines by it, and to worlhip accords 
ing to what he apprehended that diretted. In dottrinal tencts 
they agreed with the articles of the church of England: The 
main difference between them and other reformed churches, was 
about hierarchy. They maintained, that no particular church 
ought to confift of more perloas than could worlhip in one con- 
gregation ; that every man ought, m appearance, to be a true 
believer in Chrift, and fubject to his authority; that when there 
rasa fuitable number of fich believers, who zhought themfelves 
bourd in confcience to do it, they had a right to-imbody into. a 
Vou L , i churea, 
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church, by fome certain contract or covenant, expreffed or im- 
plied ; and that, being imbodied, they were to choofe all their 
officers, who were paitors or teaching elders, mere ruling elders 
meant to aflifi the former, and qualified to teach occafionally, 
and deacons who were to manage the temporalities of the church, 
to take care of the poor, and to officiate at the’ Lord’s table by 
providing the bread and wine, laying the cloth, carrying the 
elements, &c. [The cuftom of having rubng elders has now 
cealed.| The elders of both kinds were to form the prefbytery 
of overfeers and rulers. They alfo held, that no churches. or 
church officers had any power over other churches or officers, ta 
control or impofe upon them, all having equal rights and privi- 
leges. “Pheir own officers were removable by the: upon juftifi- 
able reafons; in cafe of capital errors, grols mifconduct and the 
like. When they baptifed, they rejected the fign of the crots, 
and other ceremonies not enjoined by {cripture. They received 
the elements of the Lord’s fupper, in the table pofture of the 
day and place in which thoy lived. Excommurtication they 


deemed to be wholly fpiritual ; and denied, that the church or 


its officers had any authority to infliét temporal pains and pe- 
nalties. They confidered no days as holy, but the Lord's: day, 
which they oblerved with great ftri€inefs. Solemn faftings and 
thank{givings, as the afpetts of Providence required, they had 
a pious regard to, as agreeable to both natural and re- 
vealed religion. 

A better fet of emigrants never croffed the Atlantic. ‘“ They 
avere a plain, frugal, indufirious, confcientious, and loving 
people; cad, for the day in which they lived, and confidering 
their education, poffefed a good thare of politenefs. The un- 
portant light in which they viewed morality, led them, in many 
inflances, to fuch critical exa€tnefs, as would be deemed by the 
moderns ridiculous; from thence, however, the community de- 
rived fubftantial benefits. They have been fligmatized as en- 
thufiafls ; but nothing like enthufiafm 1s to be met with in the 
records of any of their tranfaétions, either civil or ecclefialtic. 
Their piety indeed was eminent and fervent, but ait was alfo 
rational; and their religion was that of the Bible, and had a 
proper influence upon their conduct,” | 

The Plymouthians having cleared the way for other fufferers 
to fettle in America, with lefs difficulty and danger than what 
they had experienced; the fame of their plantation {preading 
through the weltern parts of England ; and the government in 
church and flate growing more and more opprefiive ; the terri- 
tory of the Maffachufttis-Bay was purchafed of the Plymouth- 
Council, [1628.| and a company foon formed, who contulted 
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on fettling a plantation, to which non-conforming puritars 
‘might enugrate in order to enjoy their own principles in full {e- 
curity. ‘Their fufferings had been moderated for a few years 
before Elizabeth's death. The queen’was far advanced in life ; 
the next heir to the crown was a pre/bytertan, who had fub- 
{cribed to the Scotch national covenant, and, with hands uplifted 
to heaven, had pronounced, ‘“ The Scotch kirk is the pureft in 
the world, andthe fervice of the kirk of England an evil faid 
mafs in Kaghfh, that wants nothing of the mais but the liftings:” 
he had interceded for fome of the perfecuted minifters; and the 
bifhops were cautious of a€ting again{t a party, for whom king 
james had declared; but upon his afcending the throne, the 
fears of the high church-men and the hopes of the non-con- 
formifis were foon ended. It was not long before the king 
became in the church a furious perfecttor of the non-con- 
formifts, and in the flate ag errant a defpot as his cowardice would 
allow. In ftigmatizing for Purztans, all who ftood by the laws 
of the land and oppofed his arbitrary government, though fre- 
nuous churchmen, he flrengthened the caufe of the church-purt- 
tans; the former, called by way of diftintion /late-puritans, 
joining the latter, both together became at length the majority 
of the nation. 

Still the times were not mended; and the death of JFaines 
made way for their becoming much worle. King Charles un- 
fortunately took for his bofom counfellor, vin religious affairs, 
bifhop Laud, the moft unqualified perfon for the purpofe of any 
to be found in his three kingdoms : he alfo refigned himlelf up 
to arbitrary councils. 

Nhe lowering profpeét thickened apace; the Maffachufitts 
eompany therefore provided a fafe retreat, in feafon. They 
applied immediately to the improvement of their purchafed terrt- 
tory; andfent out Capt. John Endrcott and others, with fervants, 
to begin a plantation ; who arrived at (what isnow named) Salem. 
They fon after petitioned for aroys! charter, hoping that their 
exiftence and powers would be thereby fecured and promoted, 
They fucceeded, and a charter of incorporation was granied, 
{March 4, 1629,| making them a body politic, by the name of 
“The Governor and Company of the Ma achufetts- Bay in 

New-Fngland,” with as full powers as any other corporation in 
the realm of England. The grant and fale of the Plymouth- 
Council was confirmed. Till the annual eleétion by the com- 
pany could commence, the governor, deputy-governor, and 

ighteen affiftants were fpecified. The mode of governing, and 
of atlmitting freemen was prefcribed. T hey were empowered to 
elect and conftitute, fuch other oficers, as night be thought 

requiiie 
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requifite for the managing of their affairs; and to make laws and 

ordinances, not contrary to the laws and flatutes of the realm, 

for the good of the faid company, and the government of their 

lands and plantation, and the inhabitants thereof. They were 

allowed to tran{port perfons, whether fubjeéts or itrangers, 

weapons, merchandize, &c. any law to the contrary notwith= 

flanding—luch was the difpenfing power the king ailumed. He 
alfo exempted them from paying cullom or fubfidy for feven 

years: the governor and company, their faétors and afligns, . 
were to pay neither thai nor any taxes IN New-England for the 

fame fpace. All were freed trom dutiés upon goods imported 
or exported for 21 years, except the old 5 percent. cuftom upon 

imports after the expiration ot the feven years, All his majeity’s 

fabjedis going to and inhabiting the company’s lands, together 
with their children, were to enjoy ail the liberties of free and ~ 
natural fubjects, within any of his domimions, the fame as though 

born in England, The king could mean only, that, by renioving 

to and refiding in the Matfachufetts, they fhould not forfeit for | 
themfelves or children, the privileges of Enghfhmen, and be 

treated as foreigners ; and not, that they fhould be governed by 

laws and officers of their own making oF choofing, perfonally or 

by reprefentation; for they were evidently difiinguifhed from 
the governor and company (of whom it appears to be fuppofed, 

that they were to remain in England) as thele were authorifed to 

adminitler the oaths of fupremacy and allegiance to all and every 

perfon or perfons, who {nould hereafter go to inhabit the lands 

and premiles of the company. Befide, the governor and com- 

pany were entrufted with the power of making laws, ‘ordinances, 

&c. not contrary to the laws of England; of fettling the go- 

vernment, and magiltracy of the plantation ; and its inhabitants ; 

of naming ail the officers ; and of fetting forth their feveral 

duties, powers and limits; and the king commanded that all 

fuch laws, ordinances, &c. {hould be published, in writing, 

under the:common feal of the company, and thereupon be care- 

fully obferved and put into execution, according to their true 

meaning. ‘The charter * does not once mention fiberty of con- 

fence or toleratton } though one + hiftorian has inadvertantly ad- 

vanced, that ‘ free liberty of confcience was likewile granted to_ 
all who fhould fettle in the Maffachufetts-Bay, to worfhip Ged in 

their own way;” and another t, “* the charter granted toleration 

to all chriftians, except paps. The allertions apply only ta 

the charter granted by king [Vallaam and queen Mary, 


* See the Charter in Hutchinfon’s ColleGion of Papers, p. I-23. 
+ tre-le’s Hiftory of the Puritans, 4to. Volk Tip. 544. 2 
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{April 30, 1629.| The company, in the exercife of their 
chartered powers, determined that a governor and council of 
twelve, refidingon the plantation, fhould have the fole ordering 
of its affairs and government. They appointed Captain Endicott 
governor, and feven gentlemen going from Engiand to be coun- 
{ellors, and direéied how the other five fhould be eleéted, to- 
geiher, with a deputy-governor and fecretary. 

Meffrs. Higginfon, Sielton, Bright, Fohn and Samuel Browne 
were of the feven counfellors nominated by the company. ‘The 
three firft, being minifters, had declared themfelves to be of cne 
judgment, and to be fully agreed in the manner how to exercile 
ther miniftry. The company’s committee in their leiter to 
governor Endicott, exprefied good hopes on account of it; and 
at the fame time recommended Melirs. John and Samuel Browne 
as men whom they much refpected, being fully perfuaded of 
their fincere affections to the good of the plantation *, ‘The 
minifters and paflengers coming to fettle in it were epifcopally 
inclined when they left England; though they could not coniorm 
to many ceremonies ‘and cuftoms, nor fubmit to, what they 
judged different corruptions, impoled upon their con{ciences by 
the king and prelates. ‘They were alfo flrongly prejudiced againit 
the /eparaiifis, in which clafs the Plymouthians were numbered. 
But long before they arrived, or even failed, a Dr. Fuller, a 
deacon of the church at Plymouth, and well verfed in its dif. 
cipline, having been fent for, on account of a fatal ficknefs 
which broke out among the emigrants after their arrival at 
Salem, vad, by his converfation with Captain Endicott, taken off 
the ill effect of common report, and brought him to think favo- 
.rably of the outward form of worfhip efpoufed by the Plymouth- 
dans. The influence of the doétor’s intercourie with the Saéem 
fettlers cannot be thought to have been confined to the Captain. 
When the bufinefs of organizing a church was brought forward 
after the arrival of the counfeliors, the matter was frequently 
canvafled, and at length it was determined to form it, nearly 
upon the plan of the one at Plymouth ; and to invite the latter 
to be prefent, by their meffengers, at the folemn ordination of 
the minifters Mefirs. Se/ton and Higginfon, [ Auguft 6.| Not. 
withftanding crofs winds the Plymouth mellengers were time 
enough to give the right hand of fellowfhip, by which ceremony 
the two churches profeifed mutual affeétion and communion. — 

Probably, none of the newly arrived fettlers had the leait idea 
of fuch ecclefiaftic proceedings, when they left England ; but 
thought very differently. Some continued to do fo ; for Mr. 
Bright, dilagreeing in judgment from the other minuters, res 

* Suffulk Records, 
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moved to a diftance before their ordination; and Mefirs.. ae 
and Samuel Browne, diflatisied with the proceedings of the 
fociety, feparated with feveral who were like minded, and fat 
up another. Governor Endicott, being of a hot temper, and 
not poffefled of the oreateit prudence, fummoned the brothers 
before him, as ringleaders of a faftion; and apprehending that 
their converfation and condu& would occafion divifions, fent 
them back to England, againft their own inclination, notwith. 
{tanding their being countellors, thinking himfelf juitined by his 
public orders. 3 Wane 

Let usreturn to the Company in England. 

[July 28.] Mr. Matthew Craddock, the governor, propofed 
at the general court, that, for the advancement of the planta- 
tion, the encouragement of perfons of worth and quality to 
tranfplant themfelves and families, and other weighty reafons, 
the government of the plantation fhould be transferred to its in- 
habitants, and not be continued in fubordination to the company 
at London. The matter was debated; and it was agreed, that 
the perfons prefent fhould ferionfly confider the bufinels againit 
the next general court; it was allo requefted, that they would 
in the mean while, conduft with that privacy, that the affair 
might not be divulged. At amonth’s end they met, and con- 
{ented that the government and patent fhould be fettled in New- 
England, if it could be done legally. “They foon after received 
letters refpetting the difference between governor Endicott and 
Meffrs. John and Samuel Browne; and tearing that thele two 
had in their private letters defamed the plantation, they opened 
and read a number of them, and ordered that none from Mr. 
Samuel Browne fhould be delivered ; however, upon application 
from the brothers,’ they direCted that they {hould have a copy of 
the accufation fent againft them from New-Lngland. “The com- 
pany’s letters upon this bufinefs, one to Meflrs. Svelton and 
fligginfon, and another to governor Endicott, intimated, ‘that 
there had been in the parties addreffled a degree of intemperance ; 

. that direét or oblique afperfions had been thrown out againit the . 
{late; and that unhdigefted counfels had been too fuddenly put 
into execution. They befides exprefled an apprehenfion, lett, 
through an ill conftruction, the fame might make the company 
ebnoxious to any adverfary *. a3 
The difference that happened in the plantation, the treatment 
of the Brownes, and the reports circulated by them, undoubtedly 
occafioned much talk. Many would think it flrange, that, 
‘while the charter was totally filent upon the head of religion, and 


feyeral of the grantées and company, though ftrongly oppofed to 
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the tyrannies of the high church-men, were real epifcopahans, 


perfons of this profeflion fhould be debarred the right of worlhip- 
ping according to their own judgment and confcience, and be 
even expelled the plantation. Thefe occurrences moit probably 
forwarded the plan of Mr. Craddock. ‘The advice ot learned 
council was ordered to be taken, and it was confidered how to 
execute the proje€ted removal without offending government. 

_ Among the other weighty reafons which induced them to 
remove, we muft include the hope of getting beyond the reach 
of Laud and the high commiffion court: for the Maflachuleits 
general court declared in 1651, ‘‘ That feeing juft caute to fear 
the perfecution of the then bifhop and high commiffion, for not 
conforming to the ceremonies, they thought it their fatell courte 
to getto this outfide of the world (America) out of their view, 
and beyond their reach. 

{ Ottober 20.| The company, at a general court, proceeded 
to a new eleétion of officers,. who were to repair to and fettle in 
New-England. They chofe for governor John Winthrop, efa. 
of Groton, in Suffolk, a gentlemen well known for his piety, 
liberality, wifdom and gravity. The bufinels of transferring 
the patent and corporation, and of taking over new fettlers, 
was profecuted with vigor. The enterprife produced a general 
rumour, as itsextent and magnitude, the number and principles 
of the perfons engaging in it, opened upon the public. \ The in- 
tentions of the parties being fufpetted, and jealoufies arifing 
concerning them, governor J/2nthrop and other gentlemen, to 
remove prejudices, conciliate the minds of the difafected, and 
recommend themfelves and their expedition to the favorable 
regards of all ferious chriftians of the epifcopal perfuafion, ad- 
dreffed their brethren in and of the church of England,| April 7, 
1630. | and afterward failed from Yarmouth in the ule of Wight, 
for America. ‘The \figners of ‘the addrefs, pray in the mof 
{olemn manner to be confidered as their brethren, and defire it 
to be noted, that the principals and body of their company 
efteem it their honor to callthe church of ENGLAND their dear 
mother. They acknowledge, that fuch hope and part as they 
have obtained in the common falvation, they have received in 


her bofom, and fucked from her breaits. ‘They declare them. ~ 


felves members of her body ; and that, while they have breath, 
they fhall fincerely endeavour her weliare. ‘They pronounce 
themfelves a church {pringing out of her cwn bowels. ‘Their 
profeffions are made in the ftrongelt language *. 

_ [June 12.] The company arrived at Salem; and foon were 
in number more than fifteen hundred perfons, trom different 


* Hatchinfon’s Higery, Vol, I. p. 487. 
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counties in England. They applied themfelves early,to the 
forming of churches ; but, the Rev. Mr. Cotton (who game 
from Boflon in Lincolnjlure to take leave of his departing friends 
at Southampton) having told them to advife with the Plymouth- 
jans andto do nothing to offend them, and a precedent exill- 
ing in the church at Salem, they difmilfed all the peculiarities of 
epifcopacy, and prererred the congregational mode in general. 
However, they had no fetiled plan of courch difcipline, till atter 
the arrival of Mr. Cotton, [1693.| who was confidered as a. 
kind of oracle in both civil and facred matters, and gradua'ly 
moulded all their church adminiitrations, and thus determined 
the ecclefiaftic conititution of the colony ; therein verifying 
what Mr. Robinfon had judicioufly predicted, when he - faid, / 
‘© Many of thofe who have both wrote and-preached againit me 
and my people, were they in a place where they could have 
liberty and live comfortably, would do as we do *.”” 

Governor Winthrop inferted, in his manufcript hiftory, a 
couple of anecdotes, of an earlier date than Mr. Cotton’s arrival, 
which may armufe you. -“ July 30, 1631, Mr. Ludlow 10 
digging the foundation of his houfe at Dorchefter, found two 
pieces of French money, one was coined 1596. They were in 
feyeral places, above a foot within the firm ground.” “ June 
19, 1632, At Watertown there was, in the view of divers wit- 
neifes, a great combat between a moufe and a {nake; and after 
a long fight, the moufe prevailed and killed the {nake.” The 
minifier of Bofton, Mr. Wilfon, a very fincere holy man, gives 
this interpretation“ The {nake is the devil, the moufe is a 

oot contemptible people whom God has brought hither, and 
who fhall overcome Satan here, and difpoflefs him of his king- 
dom.” “ At the fame time he told the governor, that before 
he refolved to come into the country, he dreamed that he was 

ere, and faw a church arife out of the earth, which grew up 
amd became a marvellous goodly church.” He might think his 
dream diyine ; but it is ealily accounted for as a coinmon event, 
arifing with the church-building out of a lively imagination, 
warmed and direfted by a preponderating inclination. If, inflead. 
of interpreting the combat, he had only mentioned, that the event 
fuggefted to him fuch thoughts, and fuch an improvement, he 
would have evidenced more judgment and an equal degree of 
wifdom in feizing the happy circumitance. 

The colony increafed apace, by trequent and numerous ac- 
ceflions. But “it appears by private letters, that the departure 
of fo many of the belt, both minifters and private chrilians, 
did breed fad thoughts in thofe behind of the Lord’s intention in 
* Prince’s Chronology, p. 233 
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the work, and an apprehenfion of fome evil days to come upon 
England; yea, it began to be viewed by the council as a matter 
of ftate, fo that warrants were fent to flay the fhips, and to 
call'in the patent; but, upon the petition of the {hip-matters, 
alledging how beneficial the plantation was, they were releafed : 
Mr. Craddock, however, had flrict charge to deliver in the 
patent, and wrote tothe company to fend it home upon receipt 
of his letter. [July, 1634.| The governor and affiftants con- 
fulted about it, and refolved to anfwer Mr. Craddock, but not 
to return any anfwer or excufe to the council for the prefent *.” 
On the death of the duke of Buckingham, Laud became the 
king’s prime minifler in all affairs of both church and ftate ; and, 
on the death of archbifhop Abbot, he was exalted to the fee of 
Canterbury. Poffeffed of fuch powers, he, by his plant tools, made 
havock of the church, haling and commatting to profon con{cientious 
minifters and laymen, who would not bend to his antifcriptural 
ympofitions, fo thatthe people were fcattered abroad, and palled 
over the Atlantic into America. The daily inroads of ihe court, 
onthe civil rights of the fubjeét, helped forward the emigration. 
From the beginning of the colony, until the emigration ceafed, 
through a change of affairs in England, [ 1640. | there arrived in 
298 veifels about 21200 fettlers (men, women and children) or 
4000 families, but they did notall confine themfelves to the Ma/- 
Jachufetts. Notwithftanding the numbers that repaired thither, 
when Joffelyn vifiied Botton, in 1638, “ he found it rather a 
village than a town, there being not above 20 or 30 houfes.’ 
Thefe fettlers were no lefs flrenuous for their own particular 
tights and privileges than the Plymouthians. When the gover- 
nor and company removed from London to the Maffachufetts, 
“they renounced the appearance of a corporation, and aflumed 
the form of acommonwealih, varying, as it fuited them, from 
the direétions of the charter. The change of place and circum- 
{tances prevented their keeping to it in certain inftances, though 
not in others; but they could eafily fatisty themfelves as to any 
violations; for “they apprehended themfelves fubjeét to no 
‘other laws or rules of government, than what arofe from natural 
reafon and the principles of equity, except any pofitive rules 
from the word of Godt.” Perfons of influence among them 
held, that birth was no neceffary caufe of fubjection ; for that 
the fubje& of any prince or flate, had a natural right to remove 


to any other ftate or quarter of the world, when deprived of 


liberty of confcience ; and that wpon fuch removal his fubjection 
ceafed. They called their own a voluntary civil fubjection, 
* Governor Winthrop’s MS. Hiftory. . 
+ Hatchinfon’s Lener of December 7, 1762. 
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-arifing merely from a mutual compact between them and the 
king, founded upon the charter. By this compact they acknow- 
ledged themfelves bound; fothat they could not be fubjeét to or 
feek protection from any other prince, neither could make laws 
repugnant to thofe of England, &c. but, on the other hand, they 
maintained, that they were to be governed by laws made by 
themfelves, and by officers of their own electing*. ‘Fhey meant 
to be independent of Englifh parliaménts ; and therefore, when 
their intimate friends were become leading members in the houle 
of commons, and they were advifed, on account of the great 
liberty to which king Charles left the parliament, to fend over 
fome to folicit for them, and had hopes given that they might 
obtain much, the governor and affitants, after meeting in 
council upon the occafion, “ declined the motion, for this con- 
fideration, that, if they {hould put themfelves under the pro- 
teétion of the parliament, they muff then be fubjeét to all fuch 
laws as they {hould make, or at leaft {uch as they might impofe 
upon them, in which courfe, (though they fhould intend their 
good, yet) it might prove very prejudicial to them +.” 
Whatever approbation fuch fentiments may meet with from 
the friends of liberty, thefe muft regret the inconfiltencies to 
which human nature is fubje&t, in thofe very perfons whofe ex- 
perience fhould have taught them, to do unto others, as they 
would that others fhould have done unto them, when they them- 
felves were fuffering under the relentlefs hand of arbitrary go- 
vernment. But, what is man! [May 18, 1691.] 50 early as 
the fecond general court after the arrival of the governor and 
company, initead of refolving to admit all the fuitable and de- 
ferving, to a generous participation of their freedom, they pafled 
the pernicious and difingenuous order, ‘‘ For time to come no 
man {hall be admitted to the freedom of this body politic, but 
Sich as are members of fome of the churches, within the limits 
of the fame +t.” ‘They foon after concluded, that none but fuch 
{hould {hare in the adminiftration of civil government, or have 
a voice in any eleétion. Thus a powerful and mifchievous al- 
liance was formed between the churches and the ftate. The 
afcendency of the clergy was fecured and much increafed; for 
no one could be propofed to the church for a member, unlefs 
the minifter allowed it. The minifters were confulted by the 
general court, 1n all matters of great moment; and nothing was 
determined in fuch cafes, without a formal reference to them; 


* Hotchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. I. p. 251, and 252. 
+ Extraét from Governor Winthrop’s MS, Hitory, fent me by Go- 
verner Trumbull from Connecticut. 
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who, of courfe, ufed their influence with the people, to procure 
an approbation of the meafures which they themfelves had ad- 
viled*. 

[ May, 1634.] Inftead of the freemen’s appearing perfonally in 
the general court, they for the firft time {ent deputies, to the 
number of twenty-four. ‘This was a variation from the charter, 
which gave no power to admit reprefentatives. Thefe with the 
governor, deputy-governor, and afliftants, formed the legiflature 
of the colony, met and voted together in one apartment tall 
March 1644, when it was ordained, that the governor and aflilt- 
ants, fhould fit apart: and thus commenced the houfe of repre- 
fentatives, as a diflinét body. 

The general court aflumed {piritual jurifdiftion. Being church 
members, they might fuppofe they reprefented the churches, no 
Jefs than the colony. [March 8, 1636.] They would approve 
of no churches, after a certain period, unlefs they had the ap- 
probation of the magiftrates and elders of moft of the churches 
within the colony; nor would admit to freedom any of their 
members. ‘hey preffed colonial uniformity in religion, till they 
became perfecutors. + Whatever apology may be made for the 
treatment given to epifcopalians, baptifts and quakers, the colony 
cannot be cleared from the charge of perfecuting: that, how- 
ever, will not juftify thofe who perfecute with reproaches and 
ill-will the prefent generation, now reprobating the intolerance 
of their forefathers, which at that period was, more or lefs, the 
jlain of moft ‘religious parties. ‘“ It was not peculiar to the 
Maffachufetts people to think themfelves bound in confcience, 
to ule the {word of the civil magiftrate to convince, or cut off 
heretics, that fo they might not infeét the church, or injure the 
public peacet.” The true grounds of liberty of confcience, were 
not then known or embraced by many feéts of chriftians. But 
remember, that the Ma/fachufetts-Bay now furpaffes the mother 
country, in its regard for the facred and civil rights of mankind. 
It not only exempts thofe of other denominations from paying 
to the fupport of its own colonial eftablifhments, the congrega- 
tional churches; and has been a great number of years in this 
Jaudable practice; but it proteéts all proteftants without requir- 
ing any qualifying fubfcriptions or tefls, and excludes none by 
paral laws from the exercife of civil power, 

_ The government was in divers refpeéts abfolute. Both ma- 
giltrates and general court often judged and punifhed, in a 
jummary way, without a jury, according to difcretion, as occa- 


* Hotchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. I. p. 424. 
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fions occurred. It was four years before it was enatted or 
ordered, that no trial fhould pafs upon any for life or banifh- 
ment, but by a jury of freemen: and within three years after, 
[ 1637, | that law was violated even by the general court. ‘They 
exercifed, while fitting, legiflative, judicial and executive powers 
—a practice which mult ever be dangerous to the rights of a 
people, even when allowed to their own annual reprefentatives. 

_ The country at leneth-grew uneafy at thele proceedings ; were 
fufpicious that the general court affected arbitrary government, 
and earneftly expeéted a body of laws to direct and protect them 
in all their juft rights and privileges *. It was the more necel- 
fary to comply with the prevailing expectation, for the bufinefs 
had been long in agitation: not only fo, but a great majority of 
ihe inhabitants were not freemen, not being members of the con- 
gregational churches, or declining to take up their freedom, in 
order to fecure an exemption from ferving in civil offices. It 
was not till 1648 that the body of laws was digefted and printed. 

The condut of the colony on the one hand, and the inveteracy 
of the Englifh adminiftration on the other, would certainly have 
produced a revocation of the charter, and probably. the ruin of 
the plantation, had not the difturbances in England prevented. 
it became a favorite, upon the change that followed them ; and, 
while Olver Cromwell ruled, met with the uimolt indulgence. 
From 1640 to 1660, it approached very near to an independent 
commonwealth.+ The houfe of commons, in a memorable re- 
folve of the 10th of March, 1642, paffed in favor of it, gives 
New-England the title of hangdom.{ The commifiioners for 
New-England, fent over by king Charles ll. affert in their nar- 
rative \, that the colony folicited Cromwell to be declared a free 
flate, which 1s notunlikely. 

It has been already mentioned, that all the perfons pafling 
over to the Maffachufetts did not confine themfelves to that 
colony. vay | 
[1635.] Several families removed to Connecticut river, by 
mutual agreement with their fellow emigrants that remained 
behind. Plantations were formed at Hartford, Windfor and 
IWeathersfield. The inhabitants being foon after fully {atisfied, 
that they were out of the Maffachufetts limits, and af courfe 
jurifdittion, entered into a combination among themfelves, 
| 1639.| became a body politic, without reftraining the freedom 
of their civil government to the memberfhip of their churches ; 
and proceeded to the choice of magiitrates and reprefentatives. 


* Moflachufetts Records for the ath of November, 1646, Vol. 1. 
+ Hutchinfon’s Hitiory, Vol, I. p. 2 SHS Beug t Tbid, Vol, Ip. 195. 
§ Hutchinfon’s ColleGion, p. 420. 
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By the articles of government, it was determined that there 
fhould be annually two general courts; and that no perfon fhould 
be chofen governor more than once in two years. But it mutt 
be obferved, that the fame year, in which the families removed 
from the Maffachufetts, Lords Say and Brooke, with other gen- 
tlemen, having obtained a grant, John Winthrop, efg; was ap- 
pointed governor, took pofleffion of Conneéticut river, and 
began to ereét a fort (which he called Say-Brooke) to fecure 
the mouth of it. He was fupplied with men, provifions, and 
all things neceflary, by a veifel from England, fent by the 
grantees, which arrived the latter end of November. Some of 
the grantees had in contemplation to tranfport themfelves, fa- 
milies and effeGts, to the territory they had obtained; but the 
defign of emigrating was laid afide, when matters began to take 
a new turn in their native country; and at length the agent, Mr. 
Fenwick, was authorifed to difpofe of. their lands, which were 
purchafed, in 1644, by the people who had removed from the 
Maffachufetts. . 

[1637.| Two large fhips arrived at the Maffachufetts-Bay 
with palfengers from London. Great pains were taken to prevail 
upon them to remain in the colony ; but they hoped by removing 
toa confiderable diftance, to be out of the reach of a general 
governor, with whom the country was then threatened. ‘They 
{ent to their friends in Connectzcut to purchafe of the natives the 
lands lying between them and Hud/on’s river. They laid the 
foundation of a flourifhing colony, of which New- Haven was the 
capital. They, as Conneéticut, formed a government, much 
like the Maffachufetts, by a voluntary agreement, without any 
charter, or commiffion, or authority whatfoever, from the crown 
or other powers in England. They admitted no one to any office, 
civil or military, or to have a voice iz any election, except he 
was a member of one of the churches in New-England. ‘They 
had no jury, either in civil or criminal cafes. 

Connelicut and New-Haven continued two diftin& colonies 
for many years. At length the general court of Connetiicut 
determined to prefer an addrefs and petition to Charles Il. pro- 
fefling their fubjeétion and loyalty to his majelty, and foliciting 
a royal charter ;, and John Winthrop, efq; who had been cho- 
fen governor, was appointed to negociate the, affair with the 
king. He fucceeded and a royal charter was obtained, April 
23, 1662, conilituting the two colonies for ever one body 
corporate and politic. _ New-Haven took the affair il]; and for 
fome time declined the union. But difficulties were amicably 
fetrled at Jaft, and the colonies united by agreement. [ 166 Pn 
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The royal charter eftablifhed a pure democracy. Every 

power, as well deliberative as active, was invefted in the free- 

men of the corporation or their delegates, and the colony was 

under no obligation to communicate the aéts of their local Je- 

yillature to the king, It was the fame as to the royal charter, 

granted the next year to Rhode-Ifland and Providence 

Llantations*. 

(1685.| In July various articles of high mifdemeanor were 

exhibited againft the governor and company of Conneéticut, and 

orders were given to iffue a writ of guo warranto forthwith 

againft the colony. The next year two writs were ferved by . 
Mr. Randolph; and after them a third in December. This is 

taken notice of by the governor and company in their letter of 
Jan. 26, 1686-7, wherein they mention their readinefs to fub- 

mit to his majefty’s royal commands ; and that, “if it be to 

conjoin them with the other colomes and provinces under 

Sir Edmund Andros, it would be more pleafing than to be joined 

with any other province.” Such profeifed fubmifhon_ probably 

prevented the guo warranto’s being profecuted with effeci; and. 
produced an order to Andros to accept the furrender of the 

charter and the fubmiflion of the colony. Sir Edmund went to 

Hartford in Oftober ; but when at night he expeéted tlie charter 
would have been furrendered into his hands, the candle was 

blown out, and the charter withdrawn from the table, carried off 
and fecreted by one of the company : whofe extraordinary fervice 

was afterwards rewarded by the general aflembly with five 

fhillings, agreeable to the plain fimple manners of the people. | 
He however publifhed in the general court his orders and com- 

miffion, which every one tacitly obeyed. ‘He diffolved the 

former government, and aflumed the adminiftration, receiving 
into his legiflative council the late governor and fecretary, for 
the better carrying on the bufinefs of the colony, The fubfe. 
guent revolution in England brought matters back, after a while, 
to their former courfe; as the legal validity of the charter 
was admitted. 

The peopling of thefe three laft colonies was owing chiefly 
to the Puritan Miniflers, who, being filenced at home, repaired 
to New-England, that they might enjoy liberty of confcience ; 
and drew after them vaft numbers of their friends and favorers. 
‘They amounted to feventy-feven before 1641; and though all 
were not perfons of the greateft learning and abilities, they had 
a better fhare of each than moft of their neighbouring clergy 
at that period; and were men of eminent fobriety and virtue, 


* Chalmer’s Political Annals, under Conne@icut and Rhode-Iiland, 
plain, 
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plain, ferious, affectionate preachers, exattly conformable to 


4 


4 


the doéirines of the church of England, and laboured much to 
promote a reformation of manners in their feveral parifhes.— 
Many planters, who accompanied or followed them, were gen- 
tlemen of confiderable fortunes and of no mean education, who 
{pent their eftates in New-Iingland, and were at the charge of 
bringing over many poor families, that were not able of them- 
felves to bear the expence*. The body of laity and clergy, col- 
lectively confidered, furnifhes fuch a glorious conflellation of 
characters, as would employ the pen of a firft-rate writer to do 
them juftice ; notwithftanding what has been above remarked of 
their governmental miftake. 

The dangers to which the New-England colonies were early 
expofed, induced them to think of confederating for their mutual 
fatety. Articles were drawn up in 1698; but they were not 
finifhed and ratified till the feventh of September, 1643; from 
which time we are to look upon Plymouth, Maffachufetts, Con- 
nechicut and New-Haven as one body, in regard to all public 
trantfa¢tions with their neighbours, though the private affairs 
of each colony were flill managed by their own courts and 
magittrates. | : 

Bal we on to the fettlement of the other New-England 
colonies. _ 

Mr. Roger Williams, who fucceeded Mr. Shelton, upon his 
deceafe, as paftor of the church at Salem, being banifhed from 
the Maffachufetts, repaired with twelve companions to the Nar- 
raganjet country, [ 1635. | and had land given him by the Indian 
Sachem Canonicus ; of whom he afterwards purchafed the large 
tract, lying between Pawtucket and Pawtuxet rivers (the great 
falls and the little falls; as the Indian names fignify,) and Ililed 


it Providence “* from a fenfe of God’s merciful providence to 


him in his diftrefs.” The authority and power of Mzantonomy, 
another Sachem, and his uncle Canonicus, awed all the Indians 
round to affift him and his few affociates. When the determi- 
nations of the Maffachufetts general court (occafioned, by what 
they called antinomian difputes) banifhed many and induced 
others to leave the colony, the heads of the party were enter- 
tained in a friendly manner by Mr. HWilhkams; [1638.] who 
advifed them to feek a fettlement on Rhode-I/land, and was very 
inflrumental in procuring it of the Indian Sachems. 

They, to the number of eighteen, incorporated themfelves, 
and began fettling the iland. “The plantations there and at Pro- 
vidence aia apace, owing to the liberal fentrments of the 
firlt {ettlers ; and in 164 3 Mr. Wilhams went to England as agent, 


* Neale’s Hiftory ef New=Fagland, Vol. 1. p. 214—217- 


and 


48 The TESTOR Y or THE (4. D. 1638. 


and obtained [March 16, 1644] “a free and abfolute charter of 
incorporation of Providence and Rhode-Ifland Plantations, em- 
“powering them to rule themfelves, by that form they might vo- 
juntarily agree upon.” ‘They agreed upon a democratic. Mr. 
Willams jolly claims the honor of having been the firft legiflator 
in the world, in its latter ages, who effeftually provided for, 
and eftablifhed, a free, full, and abfolute liberty of confcience. 
This was the chief caufe that united the inhabitants of Rhode- 
Jfland and thofe of Providence, and made them one people, and 
Die conve: Aue foundation principle on which this colony 
“vas firft fettled, was, that “every man who fubmats peaceably to 
the civil authority, may peaceably worfhap God accerding to the 
diélates of his own conference, without molefiatron.” When the 
colony was applied to in 1656 by the four United Colonies “* to 
join them in taking effectual methods to fupprefs the quakers, 
and prevent their pernicious doftrines being propagated in the 
‘country ;’” the affembly returned for antwer “ We thall finicily 
adhere to the foundation principle on which this colony was firit 
fettled.” ens 

[ July 8, 1663.| King Charles U1. granted an ample charter, 
whereby the colony was made a body corporate and politic, by 
the name of the Governor and Company of the Englifi. Colony of 
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, in New-England, wn 
America. The charter referved only allegiance to the king, with- 
out the fimalleft fhare of the legiflative or executive powers. 

(1685.| A writ of guo warranto was iffued out againft the 
colony, which was brought June 26, 1686. ‘The afflembly de- 
termined not to fland fuit. ‘After the revolution, they were al- 
lowed by government to refume their charter, no judgment 
having been given againtk it. 
New-Hampflire and the Main were fettled about the fame time 
with the Maffachufetts, by different proprietors who had obtain- | 
ed patents ; and whofe views were to enrich themfelves, by the 
fifhing trade at fea, and the beaver trade afhore. Religion had 
‘little concern in the fettlements : but it had fome in the planta- 
sion of Exeter, on the river Pafcataqua ; which was began by 
Mr. Wheelright (a minifter banifhed from the Maffachufetts, on 
account of the antinomian diffenfions with which the colony - 
was convulfed,) and by a number of his adherents. They form- 
ed themfelves into a body politic. Three other diflintt govern- 
ments were alfo eftablifhed on the branches of the faid river. 
‘Thefe governments, being altogether voluntary, had no fecurity 
‘as to their continuance ; and the {everal fettlers were tuo divided 
in opinion to form any good general plan of permanent admi- 
nillration. ‘Therefore the more conliderate among them treated 

with 
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with the Maffachufetts, about taking them under its protection ; 
which fully fuited the withes of that colony, as it afforded the 
heads of it the opportunity of realizing the conftru€tion they had 
put upon a claufe of their charter, By which they extended their 
line, fo as to comprehend both New-Hamp/hire and the Main. 
‘The bufinefs terminated in the incorporation of the two colonies, 
on condition that the inhabitants of each fhould enjoy equal pri- 
vileges.... They continued long united, and were of one heart 
and mind in civil and religious affairs*. When feparated by the 
King’s commiffion for the government of New-Hampfhire, the 
new ailembly at their firft meeting, in a letter of March 25, 1680, 
‘to the governor of the Maffachuletts, to be communicated to the 
general court, exprefled their full fatisfaGion in the pait connec~- 
‘tion ; grateful fenfe of the care that had been exercifed over 
them ; and of their having been well governed ; and an unfeion~ 
ed defire, that a mutual correfpondence between them might be. 
dettled +. 
The towns in the province of Main, after atime, fell into a 
flate of confufion. The Maflachufetts took that opportunity, 
for encouraging the difpofiton which prevailed in many of the 
inhabitants to fubmit to their jurifdiétion ; and, to forward their 
compliance, granted the people larger privileges than were en- 
joyed by their own; for they were all treemen upon taking the 
oath, whereas every where elfe no one could be made free, un- 
lefs he was a church member. The province was raide a coun- 
ty, by the name of York/here: and the towns fent reprefentatives 
to the general court at Boffon. Though the major part of the 
inhabitants were brought to confent to this regulation, great op- 
polition was made by fome principal perfons, who feverely re- 
“proached the Maflachufetts, for ufing force in order to reduce 
the province: but the people experienced the benefit of it, and 
were contented. ‘They continued in union with the Maffachu- 
fetts until 1665, when a fhort feparation commenced. 

You have now a fketch of the fettlement of all New-England. 
It-would have been far more concife, had it not been neceffary, 
to correét the miftakes frequently committed, by thofe who pub- 
lith on the fubjeét ; and to remove the reproaches caft upon the 
bulk of the inhabitants, on acount of their religious profeffion, 
Whether there was any material difference between them and 
the other colenies, in regard to the opinion they entertained of 
their civil rights, you will be able to obferve in the courfe of 
your reading. ‘Their judgment in refpe& to the exercife of par- 
liamentary powers over them, may be further known by what 


* Hutch nfon’s Hifory, Vol. L. p. 268, F Ibid.-p. 328. 
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Randolph wrote concerning the Maffachufetts, in his narrative 
and letters, after the reftoration; from whence “ at feems to have 
been a general opinion that acts oat Pee had no other force, 
than what they dertved from atts paffed by. the general court te 
eftablifh or confirm them.” eee . 

[ 1676. | Randolph declared, “ No law is in force or efteem 
there, but fuch as are made by the general court ; and therefore 
it is accounted a breach of their privileges, and a betraying the 
liberties of the commonwealth to urge the obfervation of the 
laws of England.’—* No-oath fhall be urged, or required to be. 
taken by any perfon, but fuch oath as the general court hath 
confidered, allowed, and required.””— There is no notice taken 
of the aét of navigation, plantation, or any other laws made in 
England for the regulation of trade.”—‘* All nations have free 
liberty to come into their ports, and vend their commodities 
without any reftraint ; in this as well as in other things, that 
government would make the world believe they are a free flate, 
znd do aét in all matters accordingly.” —‘‘ The magiltrates have 
continually difobeyed his majefty’s command in his royal letters 
of 1662, 64, 65, and thofe of March laft; ever referving to 
themfelves a power to alter, evade and difannul any law or com- 
mand not agreeing with their humour; or the abfolute authority 
of their government, acknowledging no fuperior.”—‘* He (the 
governor) freely declared to me, that the laws made by your 
majefty and your parliament obligeth them in nothing, but what 
confifis with the intereft of the colony ; that the legiilative pow: 
er is and abides in them /olely*.” , were 

The Moffachufetts general court, in a letter to their agents, 
mentioned, that not being reprefented in parliament, they looked 
not upon themfelves to be impeded in their trade by the ats of 
trade and navigation, and that thefe could not be obferved by 
his majedty’s fubjeéts in Maffachufetts. without invading their li- 
bertics and properties, until the general court made provifion 
therein by a law, which they did in Oétober.. Notwithftanding 
fuch law, anda fubfequent order, Feb. 15, 1681, “‘ that the act 
of navigation and the att for the encouragement of trade, be 
publifhed in Bolton by beat of drum, and all claufes in faid aéts 
relating to the plantation be {tri€tly obferved,” Randolph com- 
plained to the commiffioners of the cuftoms in England, becaufe 
of their not being duly obferved. When the people found: 


themfelves in danger of a quo warranto, they agreed upon fuca 


* See Hotchinfon’s Colle@ion of papers, p. 477-506. The Mafii 
ehufetts afiembly in their anfwer to governor Hutchinfon in 1773, 
quoted the above paflages in fuch a manner and to fuch a purpofe, as 
expredics their opinion of the truth, of what Randolph declared. 
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emendations of their acts of trade, as to make them accard in all 
things with the laws of England. But it was too late. A qua 
. warranto was fent them, and brought by Randolph, Nov. 9, 
1683 ; and the next year a writ of Jerre facias was profecuted 
in the court of chancery againft the governor and company, and 
judgment given, that the charter fhould be annihilated. Confi- 
dering the temper of Charles I]. it is rather matter of aftonifh- 
ment, that the fentiments and condué of the Maflachufetts gO- 
vernment did not provoke him to vacate the charter much foon- 
er. However mortifying, yet it would have been more pru- 
dent, to have declined contending with the king, when they 
knew that they muft be vanqifhed, than virtually to bid him dé- 
fiance. Such fubmiffion might not have faved them from the 
arbitrary government that followed, but could have been of no 
differvice, had there not been a fubfequent revolution : that 
event taking place, it would have been extremely beneficial, 
They might have been allowed to refume their charter, nearly, 
if not wholly, . 

Before we proceed to the fouthward, let it be noted, that in 
1672, the Englith parliament enatted by law, “ That if any vef- 
fel, which by law may trade in the plantations, thall take on 
board any enumerated commodities, and a bond fhall not have 
been given with fufficient fecurity to unlade them in England, 
there ihall be rendered to his majefly, for fugars, tobacco, gin- 
ger, cocoa nut, Indigo, logwood, fuftic, cotton wool, the feve- 
ral duties mentioned in the law, to be paid in fuch places in the 
plantations, and to fuch officers as fhail be appointed to colleé 
the fame: and for their better colleétion, it is enaéted, that the 
whole buiinefs fhall be managed, and the impolts be levied 
_ officers appointed by the commiffioners of the cuftoms in Eng- 
Jand.” ‘This is the firft a€t that impofed cuftoms on the colo- 
nies alone, to”be regularly collefted by colonial revenue officers., 
But the beit afle&ted colonies, Barbadocs, Virginia and Mary- 
land, confidering the laws of trade either as inconfiftent with 
their privileges, or deftru&tive of their infant commerce, hefi- 
tated to obey, or elude'the provifions of the laws; and trafficked 
without reflraint, wherever hope of gain directed their naviga- 
ters. Charles If. reprimanded them, and his fuccefors gave 
ftanding inftru€tions upon the head, but without effeét*, 

* Governor Necholfon of Maryland wrote to the board of trade, 
Augutt 16,1698, “ I have obferved that a great many people in 
all thefé provinces and colonies, efpecially in thofe under pro- 
prietaries, and the two others under Conneéticut and Rhode- 
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Ifland, think that no law of England ought to be in force and 
binding to them without their own confent; for they foolithly 
fay, they have no reprefentatives fent from themfelves to the 
parliament of England ; and they Jook upon all laws made in 
Enoland, that put any reftraint upon them, to be great hard- 
{hips.” Thefe were the colonial fentiments two years after 
paling the famous declaratory att of W iliam and Mary, which 
you will find mentioned below. Molyneux’s Cafe of Ireland, 
afferting openly the fame doétrines, was firit publifhed .1n Fe. 
bruary 1697-8. | 
The colony of New-York demands our next attention. The 
Dutch had {éttled, and named it the New Netherlands. Charles 
Tl. refolved upon its conquelt in 1664, and in March granted 
to his brother the duke of York, the region extending from the 
weftern banks of Connefticut to the eaftern fhore of the 
Delaware, together with Long-Ifland, conferring on him the civil 
and military powers of government. Colonel Nichols was fent 
with four frigates and three hundred foldiers to effect the bufinefs. 
The Dutch governor being unable to make refiftance, the New 
Netherlands fubmitted to the Englifh crown, in September, 
without any other change than of rulers. Few of the Dutch 
removed: and Nichols inftantly entered upon the exercife of his: 
power, as deputy governor of the duke of York, the proprietary. 
In July, 1673, ‘the Dutch repofieffed themfelves of the pro- 
vince, by attacking it fuddenly when ina defencelefs ftate. By, 
the peace in February following it was reftorcd. The validity 
of the grant, while the Dutch were in quiet poffeffion having 
been queflioned, the duke of York thought it prudent to obtain 
a new ane the following June ; and Edmund Andros having been 
appointed governor, the Dutch refigned their authority to him, 
in Oétober. Thus was New-York regained : but the inhabi- 
tants were again enflaved to the will of the conqueror; for, 
being admitted to no fhare in the legiflature, they were fubject 
to laws, to which they had never affented. | 
[1681.] To be relieved from a fervitude that had degraded 
the colony, and now gave diffatisfaGtion to every one, the coun- 
cil, the court of affizes, and the corporation of N ew-York, con- 
curred in foliciting the duke, © to permit the people to partici-- 
ate in the legiflatrve power.” ‘The duke, though flrongly pre- 
yjudiced againtt democratic affemblies, yet in expectation that the 
inhabitants would agree to raife money to difcharge the public 
debts, and to fetile Such a fund for the future as mugut be fuih. 
cient for the maintenance of the government and. garrifon, 
informed the leutenant-governor, 1 1682, that ‘he intended 
to eftablifh the fame frame of government as the other plantati- 
ons enjoyed, particularly in the choofing of an affembly.” 
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‘Mr. Dongan was appointed governor in September, and in- 
firucied to call anaflembly, to confiftof a council of ten, and of 
a houfe of reprefentatives, chofen by the freeholders, of the 
number of eighteen members. The allembly was empowered 
to make Jaws for the people, agreeable to the general jurt{pru- 
dence of the flate of England, which fhould be of no force, 
however, without the ratification of the proprietary. ‘ Thus 
the inhabitants of New-York, after being ruled almoft twenty 
years at the will of the duke’s deputies, were firft admitted to 
participate in the legiflative power.” 

- [1683.] An aliembly was called on governor Dongan’s 
arrival, which paffed an a€t of general naturalization, in order - 
to give equal privileges to the various kinds of people then in- 
habiting the province: together with an act “ declaring the 
liberties of the people;” as alfo one “ for defraying the requi- 
fite charges of government for a limited time.” The legiflature 
was convened once more in Auyult, 1684, when it explained 
the laft act. Thefe feem to have been the enly affemblies called 
prior to the revolution. 

When the duke became king of England, he refufed to con- 
firm that grant of privileges to which as duke he had agreed. 
He eftablithed a real tyranny, and reduced New-York once 
more to the deplorable condition of a conquered province. 

| New-Ferfey, which was alfo taken fromthe Dutch (who were 
confidered as having no right to any of their fettlements in thefe 
parts of America) was included in the grant to the duke of York, 
The duke difpofed of it to Lord Berkely and Sir George Carteret : 
who, being fole proprietors, for the better fettlement of it, 
agreed |1664.] upon certain conflitutions of government, fo 
well relithed, that the eaftern parts were foon confiderably 
peopled. One of the ftipulations was, ‘* no qualified perion, at 
any time, fhall be any ways molefted, punifhed, difquieted, or 
called into queftion, for any difference in opinion or prattice in 
matters of religious concernments, who does not a€tually difturb 
the civil peace of the province; but all and every fuch perfon 
and perfons, may, from time to time, and at all times, freely 
and fully have and enjoy his and their judgments and confciences, 
in matters of religion, they behaving themfelves eaceably and 


» qutetly, and not ufing this liberty to licentioufnefs, nor to the 


civil injury or outward difturbance of others; any law, /fatute, 
or claufe contained, or to be contained, ufage or cuftom of the 
realm of England, to the contrary thereof in any une notunth- 
flanding *,” The lords. proprietors further agreed, ‘‘ for the 
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better fecurity of all the inhabitants in the province—That ¢hey 
are not to impof2, NOR SUFFER TO BE IMPOSED, @iy tax, 
cuftom, [ubfidy, tallage, affef{ment, or any other duty whatsoever, 
upon any colour or pretence, upon the faad prowince and inhabitants 
thereof, other than what fhalt be impofed by the authority and con- 
ent of the general affembly *.” What can more ftrongly-exprels 
the then opinion ot Lord Berkely and Sir. George Carteret, as/to 
the parliament’s having no right to tax. the inhabitants of the 
province, poflefied by them as lords proprietors! 

[1674.| Lord Berkely fold his moiety of the province to 
John Fenwick, in trutt for Edward Byllinge and his affigns.— 
After which the proprietors, £. Byllinge, William Penn, Gawen 
Lawrie, Nicholas Lucas, and Edmond Warner, of the quaker 
perfuafion, agreed with Sir George Carteret [1676.]| upon a feces 
yifion ; and that his moiety {hould be called New Eaft- Fer fey 
and theirs New Weft- ferfey. Whe agreement refpeéting the not 
ampofing or Suffering to be zmpofed any tax, &c, was adopted: the 
other fiipulation 1s worded fomewhat diflerently—* No men, | 
nor number of menupon earth, hath power or authority to rule 
over men’s confciences in religious matters ; therefore it 1s con- 
fented, agreed and ordained, that no perfon or perfons whatfo- 
ever, within the province, at any time or times hereafter, fhall 
be any ways, upon any pretence whatfoever, called in queflion, 
or in the leaft punithed or hurt, either in perfon, eftate or pri- 
vilege, for the fake of his opinion, judgment, faith or worlhip 
towards God in matters of religion ; but that all and every fuch 
perfon and perfons, may from time to time, and at all times, 
freely and fully have and enjoy his and their judgments, and the 
exercife of their confciences, in matters of religious worlhip, 
throughout all the province t.”’ It was alfo agreed, ‘tbat pale 
elections be not determined by the common and confufed way of» 
cries and voices ; but by putting balls into balloting boxes, to 
be provided for that purpofe, for the prevention of all partiality, 
and whereby every man may freely choofe according to his own 
judgment and honeft intention {.”’ is 
~ Soon after, many quakers reforted. to Wefl- Ferfey from 
England, and the country filled apace... But the people. early 
experienced the dreadful effetts of arbitrary power. Major Andros 
the governor of New-Yore, impofed 10 per cent. on all goods 
imported at the Hoar-Aull\, and demanded per cent. of the 


* Smith’s Hiftory of New Jerfey, p. 517- ) 

+ Ibid. p. 528---529. “t Tbid. 535. 
_-§ Corrupted by time snto Whore-kill.’’ The-names of many rive? 3, 
in New-York, pirticularly terminate with kil, which means both river 
dnd riyulet, : vy , gs 
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fettlers at arrival or afterward, though neither Wef- Ferfey, nor 


the Hoar-hill, was legally under his jurifdiétion. Dheyscon.. ” 


plained of the hardfhip from the firlt, but bore it patiently, till 
about 1680, when application was made to the duke of York, 
who referred the matter to the council, where it refted for a 
confiderable time, and then was reported in their favor, and 
the duty ordered to be difcontinued. Among the arguments 
uled by Meffrs. Wilkam Penn, George Hutchinfon and others, 
chiefly, if not all quakers, in the paper prefented to the duke’s 
commuifhioners, were thefe, “Powers of government are ex- 
prefsly granted, in the conveyance lord Berkely made us; for 
that only could have: induced us to buy it; and the reafon is 
plain, becanfe to all prudent men, the government of any place 
is more inviting than the foil; for what is good land w-thout 
good laws ; the better, the worfe. And if we could not affure 
people of an eafy and free, and fafe government, both with re- 
{peét to their fpiritual and worldly property, that is, an unintera 
rupted hberty of confcience, and an inviolable poffeffion of their 
civil rights and freedoms, by a juft and wile government, a 
mere wildernefs would be no encouragement ; for it were a 
madnefs to leave a free, good, and improved country, to plant 
in a wildernefs, and there adventure many thoufands of pounds, 
to give an abfolute title to another perfon to tax us at will and 
pleafure.” Natural right and human prudence oppofe fuch doc- 
trine all the world over, as fays, “ that people, tree by law un- 
der their prince at home, are at his mercy in the plantations 
abroad.” The king’s grant to the duke of York, is plainly re- 
{tri€tive. to the laws and government of England. Now, we 
humbly conceive, it is made a fundamental in our conflitution 
and government, that the king of England cannot juitly take his 
{ubjects goods without their confent : this needs no more to be 
proved than a principle; ’tis jus indigene, an home-born right, 
declared to be law by divers ftatutes ; as in the great charter, ch. 
29, and 94. Ed, III.,ch. 2; again 25.id. ch. 7*, To give up 
the power of making laws is to change the government, to fell 
or rather refign ourtelves to the will of another ; and that for 
nothing: for we buy nothing of the duke, if not the right of an 
undifturbed colonizing, with no diminution, but expectation of 
fome increafe of thofe freedoms and privileges enjoyed in our 
own country. Wehumbly fay, that we have not loft any part 
of our liberty, by leaving our country ; but we tranfplant to a 
place, with exprefs limitation to ereét no polity contrary to the 


— * The manufcript copy contains a number cf authorities from Brac- 
tor, Fortefque, the petition of right, &c. See Sm.th, p. 120, the note 
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eftablifhed government (of England), but as near as may be to 
it; and this variation is allowed, but for the fake of emergen- 
cies ; and that latitude bounded with thefe words, for the good 
of the adventurer and planter. This tax is not to be found in 
the duke’s conveyances, butis an after bufinefs. Had the plant- 
ers forefeen it, they would fooner have taken up in any other 
plantation in America—{a-plain intimation that no fuch tax was 
impofed in any other American plantation. | Befide, there is 
no end of this power ; for fince we are by this precedent affeffed 
without any law, and thereby excluded our Englifh right of 
common affent to taxes ; what fecurity have we of any thing we 
poffefs ? We can call nothing our own, but are tenants at will, 
not only for the foil, but for all our perfonal eftates ; we endure 
penury, and the fweat of our brows, to improve them at our 
own hazard only. This is to tranfplant from good to bad. Thats 
fort of conduct has deftroyed government, but never raifed one to 
any true greatne/s *.” 

The paper prefented to the duke’s commiffioners, evidently 
roves, that it was the opinion of thefe gentlemen, who were 
Tjuakers, that no tax could be juftly impofed upon the inhabitants, 
without their own confent firft had, and by the authority of their 
own general aflembly. The report of the council in favour of 
the aggrieved, and the relief that followed, were virtual con- 
ceffions to the fame purport. This will not be judged wholly 
unprecedented by thofe who are acquainted with what happened 
relative to the county-palatine and city of Chefter, in the 94th 
year of the reign of Henry VII. [ 1543.) The inhabitants 
complained ina petition to the king, that for want of knights 
and burgefles in the court of parliament, they fuftained manitold 
damages, not only in their lands, goods and bodies, but in the 
civil and politic governance and maintenance of the common- 
wealth of their faid county ; and that while they had been al- 
ways bound by the afis and ftatutes of the faid court of parlia- 
ment, the fame as other counties, cities and boroughs, that had 
knights and burgeffes in faid court, they had often been touched 
and grieved with afts and ftatutes made within the faid court, 
as well derogatory unto the moft ancient jurifdiGions, liberties 
and privileges of the faid county-palatine, as prejudicial unto 
‘the commonwealth, quietnefs and peace of his majefly’s fubjects. 
They propofed to the king, as a remedy, that it would pleafe 
his highnefs, that it be enatted, with the affent of the lords {pi- 
ritual and temporal, and by the commons in parliament aflem- 
bled, that from the end of the feflion, the county-palatine fhall 


* Smith, p. 217*--423: ; 
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have two knights for the faid county, and likewife two citizens 
to be burgefles tor the city of Chefter. The complaint and ré- 
medy were thought to be fo juft and reafonable, that the relicf 
for which they prayed was granted, and they were admitted to 
fend reprefentatives to parliament, to guard tlieir interefts and 
to fecure their liberties and privileges. : 

The reafons for my pafling from the Jerfeys to Virginia will 
foon be obvious. , | 

ies was the original name for all the Englifh North-Ame- 
rican continental claims, given in honor to the virgin queen, 
Elizabeth. King James, being applied to, granted letters patent 
to a body of gentlemen on the 6th of April, 1606, with powers 
to divide themfelves into two diftiné&t companies, the one con- 
filting of London adventurers, called the firft or fouthern colo- 
ny of Virginia; the fecond or northern colony, compofed of 
merchants belonging to Briftol, Plymouth, and Exeter. The 
territory granted to the firft or fouthern colony, was generally 
called Vergema, without any diltinguithing epithet; and retained 
that name after the fecond or northern colony obtained the name 
of New-England, in 1614. | 

The London company applied their attention immediately to 
the forming of a fettlement, and fent off a hundred and ten émi- 
grants, who arrived on the coaft of Virginia, April egth, LOO7\s 
a party landed on the promontory, called, in honor of the prince 
of Wales, Cape Henry; afterward proceeded to dnd took pol- 
Jeflion of a peninfula in James-river, and began a fettlement at 
James-town. The inftruétions given by the company of pro- 
prietors, when they fent out théir fecond fupply the following 
year, fhow that the moft aétive projeCtors in England had for 
their chief objects difcovery and gain, rather than colonization. 
_ | 160g.} Anew charter was obtained : many of the firft no- 
bility and gentry were added to the former proprietors, and were 
incorporated by the name of ‘‘ The Treafurer and Company of 
Adventurers, of the city of London, for the firft colony of Vir- 
ginia.” ‘To them was granted in abfolute property the lamils ex- 
tending from Cape Comfort along the fea-coa fouthward 200 
‘miles, from the fame promontory 200 miles northward, and 
from the Atlantic weitward to the South-fea. ‘The company was 
empowered to make ordinances for the colony, and for thofe 
on the feas going thither. There was granted to the 'treafurer 


_and company and their efligns, a freedom from all fubfidies in 


Virginia for 1 years, and from all inpolitidns on importations 
and exportations to and from England, or any other of the king’s 
dominions, “‘ except only the five pounds in the hundred due 
for cultoms.” Little was conceded to the emigrants by the char- 
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fer; and much conferred on the corporation. The colomilts 
were to be governed by the ordinances of a corporation refiding 
in England, in which they were not reprefented, and over the 
deliberations of which they had no control. The powers of the 
corporation were sndeed controlable, as it was fubjeét to the 
fuperintendence of the courts of juftice within the realm, which 
could compel 1¢ to aft agreeable as well to the grant, as to the 
laws of the flate. 

The adventurers, warmed with golden dreams of great riches, 
foon fitted out nine fhips, with 500 emigrants, and every necel- 
fary for the eftablifhment of apermanent colony, excepting fuit- 
able encouragement to the fettlers. Lord Delaware was appoint- 
ed captain-general for life. Only feven veflels arrived {afe. 

When Mr. Smith, who had governed the colony, departed 
for England, he left behind him 500 perfons, of whom, what with. 
bad management, diffenfions, attacks from the Indians, waite of 
provilions, which occafioned a famine, éc. there remained only _ 
fixty of all ages and jexes, at the expiration of fix months. When 
Sir Thomas Gates, thelreutenant-governor arrivedin May, 1610. 
and {aw the calamitous fituation of affairs, he concluded on em- 
barking the colonifis and failing for England: but before he 
could proceed to fea, Lord Delaware arrived with three fhips, 
bringing abundant fupplies, and carried back with him to James- 
town the feeble remains of the colony. He foon re-eftablifhed 
matters; but his health obliging him, he failed for England the 
beginning of the fubfequent year, [161 1.| leaving about 200 colo- 
nilts, poffefled of health, plenty, and peace with their neigh- 
bours. After his departure they rélapfed ; but his fucceffor, Sir 
Thomas Dele, arriving in May with more emigrants, cattle, and 
provifion for a year, things were again reftored. This fame 
year the adventurers obtained a new charter, by which the two 
former were confirmed, and they had alfo granted to them all the 
iflands fituated in the ocean, within 200 leagues of any part of 
the Virginia coaft, ‘The corporation was now confiderably new 

-ynodelled: and, in order to promote the effeGtnal fettlement of 
the plantation. licence was given to open lotteries in any part of 
England. The fotteries alone, which were the firft ever granted 

in England, brought 29,0001, into the company’s treafury. At 
length, being confidered as a national evil, they attraCted the 
notice of parliament, were prefented by the commons as a grie- 
ance, and in March, 1620, fufpended by an order of council. 

Sir Thomas Gates was difpatched with fix large {fhips, carry- 
ing goo colonifls, 100 cattle, and ufeful fupplies. He arrived 

in Auguft: and parties were fent out from James-town to form 

diftant fettlements. ° He returned the beginning of 1614, and the 
| ' adminifiration. 
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adminiftration devolved once more on Sir Thomas Dale, to whom 
the Virginians owe the introduétion of landed property. | In 
1615, fifty acres of land were granted to every emigrant and 
his heirs, and the fame quantity to every perfon imported by 
others. Dale failed for England in the beginning of 1616, giv- 
ing up the truft to Sir George Yeardley, as deputy governor, and 
_.an this year the cultivation of tobacco was introduced. It was 
originally carried from Tobago to England. Mr. Argal, a new 
deputy, arrived in May, 1617. He publilhed a variety of ediés, 
and was guilty of thofe wrongs and oppreilions, that the treafurer 
and council appointed Y: eardley captain-general, and empowered 
him to examine into and redrefs grievances. Sir George arrived 
April, 1619, bringing with him feveral infiru¢iions favorable te 
freedom, and foon declared his intention of calling a general af- 
fembly, which gave the greateft joy to men, who had been hi- 
therto fubjetted to the arbitrary orders of their prince, to the 
interefted ordinances of an Englifh corporation, or to the ediéts 
of ahaughty governor ; and who enjoyed none of thofe liberties 
| which Enelifhmen claim as their birth-right. 

In June, Yeardley, purfuant to “his inftru&tions from the 
company, iffued writs for the election of delegates, called bur- 
gcffes. The colony had been divided into feven hundreds or 
diftinét fettlements, which feemed to enjoy fome of the privileges 
of boroughs; and from this circumftance the democratic branch 
of the aflembly has been cailed to this day the houfe of burgefles, 
though compofed almoft entirely of the reprefentatives of coun- 
ties, The affernbly, formed’ of the gevernor and council of 
fate, who were appointed by the treafurer and company, and of 
the burgeffes chofen by the people, met together in one apart- 
ment, and tranfacted affairs like the parliament of Scotland of 
old, which mode continued till after the reftoration of Charles 
If. Thus convened, and thus compofed, the legiflature “* do. 
bated all matters thought expedient for the good of the whole.” 
"Fhe laws were tran{mitted to England, for the approbation of 
the treafurer and company, without whofe confirmation they 
were of no validity. ‘The introduction of an affembly was at- 
tended with the happich effefts. The emigrants, for the firlt 
ume, refolved to feitle themfelves, and to perpetuate the plan- 
/tation. The affernbly thanked the company for their favor, and 
begged them “to reduce into a compendious form, with his 
majelty’s approbation, the laws of England proper for Virginia, 
with fuitable additions ;” giving as a reafon, “that it was not 
fit that his fubjects fhould be governed by any other rules, than 
fuch as received their influence from hin.” This year the 
treafurer and council received a tetter, ‘‘ commanding them to 
fend a hundred diffolute perfons. (conyiéts) to V irgima.” They 

were 
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were accordingly tranfported; and were at that period very ac- 
ceptable to the colonies,” though the unlimited prattice of emp- 
tying the Englith jails on the American continent has of late 
years been complained of as a nuifance. [1602.| . The fub- 
fequent year muft, on account of the introduction of Afrecan 
Loves into the colonies, be fligmatized as a much viler: zra.— 
The Hollanders were not then precluded by any law from 
trading wath the colonics. A> Dutch veffel carried to V irgima 
a cargo of negroes, and the Virginians, who had themfelves jut 
emerged from a ftate of flavery, became chargeable with re- 
ducing their fellow men to the condition of brutes. 
[1621.|] In July, the treafurer and company carried into 
execution a refolution formerly taken, for eftabluhing a proper 
conftitution for the colony. The ordmance they pafled, declared 
that there fhould-be two fupreme councils in V irginia, the one 
to be called the council of ftate, to be appointed and difplaced 
by the trealurer and company, and which was to advife the 
governor 1n governmental affairs; the other was to be denoini- 
nated the general aflembly, and to confift of the governor and 
council, and of two burgefles, to be chofen, for the prefent, by 
the inhabitants of every town, hundred, and fettlement in the 
colony. The affembly was to determine by the majority of the 
voices then prefent, and to enact general laws for the colony, 
referving to the governor a negative voice. They were to 
imitate the laws and cuftoms, and judicial proceedings ufed in 
“ngland. “ No aéts were to be in force till confirmed by the 
general court in England: on the other hand, no order of the. 
general court was to hind the colony, till affented to by the af- 
{embly.” ‘The company having offered territory to thofe whoa 
fhould either emigrate themfelves, or engage to tran{port people 
to the colony, found this policy fo fuccefsful, that upward of 
3500 perfons emigrated to Virginia during this and; the two 
preceding years. . 

i622.| ‘This year was remarkable for a maflacre of the co- 
Jonifts by the Indians, which was executed with the utmolt fub- 
tilty, and without any regard to age, fex, or dignity. A well 
concerted attack on all the fettlements, deftroyed, in one hour, 
and almott at the fame inftant, 347 perfons, who were defence- - 
lefs and incapable of making refillance. The emigrants, not. 
withfianding the orders they had received, had never been foli- 
citous to cultivate the good-will of the natives, and had neither 
alked permiffion when they occupied their country, nor given 
a price for their valuable property, which was violently taken 
away. ‘Lhe miferies of famine were foon fuperadded to the hor- 
rors of maflacre. Of cighty planiations, which were filling apace, 

only 
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only eight remained; and of the numbers which had been tranf- 
ported thither, no more than about 1800 furvived thofe mani- 
told difafters. 

Frequent complaints having been made to king James of the 
opprefiions of the treafurer and company, and the before-men- 
tioned calamities being attributed to their mifconduét or negleét, 
it was determined that, a,commiffion fhould iffue to enquire 
into the affairs of Virginia and the Somer-ifles, from the 
earlieft fettlement of each. Upon the report of the commif- 
fioners, the king concluded on giving a new charter, and re- 
quired of the company the furrender of former grants, which, 
being refufed, a writ of guo warrante iffued in November, 1629, 
againfi the patents of the corporation: and judgment was given 
by the court of King’s-bench againift the treafurer and company, 
in Trinity-term, 1624. Thefe proceedings “ 
able to the general {train of the arbitrary adminuitration of that 
reign, that they made little impreflion at the time, though the 
Virginia company was compofed of perfons of the firft quality, 


L . = 2 = 
wealth, and confequence in the nation.’ ‘The company pro-. 


bably would not have exercifed fotame and fubmiflive a fpirit, 
had they not been wholly difappointed in their vifionary. pro- 
{fpects, and met with confiderable lofles, inflead of acquiring 
enormous profits. ‘They had obtained from individuals, who 
{ported in their lotteries from the hope of fudden riches, 
£ .29,000: but the tranfportation of more than gooo Englifh 
fubjetts had coft them £.150,000. They did not however 
abandon the colony in its diftrefs, while they continued a cor- 
poration. ‘Timely fupplies were fent from England to the Vir- 
ginia fettlers, which fo animated them, that they carried on an 
_ offenfive war againil the Indians, purfued them into their faft- 
_nelles, and drove them from the neighbourhood of thole rivers, 
where they had fixed their own plantations. | 
Asto king Zames, he ‘“‘affuredly confidered the colonies as 
acquired by conqueft; and that they ought to be holden of his 
perfon, independent of his crown or political capacity ; and 
might be ruled according to his good will, by prerogative: and 
he endeavoured, agreeable to the flrange ceconomy of his reign, 
to convert them into.ainere private eltaie, defcendable to his 
perfonal heirs*.”’ ) : 
The Virginia company being diffolved, James took the colo- 
ny under his immediait dependence, which occafioned much 
confufion. Upon his'death, king Charles, [1625.| being of the 


* See Chalmer’s Political Annals under the head of Virginia, for 
many of ihe preceding and fublequent arucles reipedting that celony. 
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fame judgment with his father as to the government of Virginia, 
determined to tread in the fame fteps. In May he named a new 

overnor and council for Virgima; and invefted them with an 
authority fully legiflative and arbitrary. “hey were empowered 
to make and execute laws, to impofe taxes, and. enforce pay- 
ment. Neither the commiflion nor inftruétions mentioned ex- 
prefsly, or even alluded to an aflembly, to the laws of England, 
or to the a€ts of the provincial legiflature, as a rule of govern- 
ment. They were required to tranfport colonifts into England, 
to be punuhed there for crimes committed in Virginia. This 
{yftem encreafed the colonial diffatisfa&tion, which continued 


for years, till the Virginians received a letter containing the 
royal affurance, that “all their eftates, trade, freedom, and 
privileges, fhould be enjoyed by them in as extenfive a manner, 
as they enjoyed them before the recalling of the company's 
patent.” On this they were reconciled, and began again to 
exert themfelves in making improvements Canidae, . 

Being left for fome years ‘na manner to themfelves, they in» 
_creafed beyond expectation. They remained under the adminiitra- 
tion of their Jate governors, and other officers, who refpeéted their 
privileges becaufe they loved the colony. The governor, whom 
Charles had been anxious to appoint, had no opportunity of exerci- 
fing thofe illegal and extraordinary powers with which he had been 
invefted. His death in 1627 put an end to his authority, and pre- 
vented the colony's feeling its full extent. His fucceflor Zohn 
Harvey, efq; was nominated in March 1629; and his commuilh- 
on and infruftions were precifely the fame with thofe of the 
former. He departed foon after for Virginia, The fpirit of 
his adminiftration was an exatt counterpart of what had too long 
prevailed in England, He was fevere in his extortions, proud 
in his councils, unjuft and arbitrary in every department of his 
government. The Jrginans, roufed almoft to madnefs by op+ 
preflion, feized and fent him prifoner to England, accompanied 
wiih two deputies, to reprefent their grievances and his mifcon- 
du&. His behaviour was fo thought of, that he was honored 
with a new commiffion which confirmed former powers, and he 
was fent back to Virginia in April 1637. After that, his go- 
vernment was fo exceflively oppreflive and cruel, that the com- 
plaints of the colonifts became at length too loud to be longer 
negleéted, and his commillion was revoked in January, 1638-9, 
During his ten years adminiftration, the Virginians were ruled ra- 
ther asthe vaflals of an eaflern defpot, than as fubjecis entitled to 
Englith liberties ; but it 1s to their credit, that, having tafted the 
fweeis of a fimple government, they oppofed with a firm {pirit, 


% Bland’s Inquiry into the rights of the Britith colonies. 
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during the reign of Charles, the attempts of thofe who endea- 
voured to revive the patents, and to reftore the corporation. 

Sir Wilham Berkely was appointed governor the beginning of 
1639. His inftructions evidenced a prodigious change in colo- 
nial policy, which mufl be partly afcribed to the then flate of 
affairs in England. He was directed to fummon all thé burgefles 
of the plantations, who with the governor and council were to 
conflitute the grand aflembly, with power to make aéts for the 
government of the colony, as near as might be to the laws of Eng- 
land—to caufe fpeedy jultice to be adminiftered to all, accord- 
ing to Englith forms—and to forbid all trade with foreign vellels 
except upon neceffity. Thus were the Viginians refiored to 
that fy{tem of freedom, which they had derived from the Vir- 
ginia company, and which the writ of quo warranto had involv- 
ed in the fame ruin with the corporation itfelf, 

Civil diflenfions however took place, which were imbittered 
by religious diflerences, and inflamed by ats made to prohibit 
the preaching of the doétrines of the puritans. The difconient- 
ed party prefented a petition to the houfe of commons, in the 
name of the affembly, “ praying for the reftoration of the anci- 
€nt patents and corporation government.” But the governor, 
council, and burgefles, no fooner heard of the tran{aétion, than 
they tranfmitted an explicit difavowal of it. They fent alfo an 
addrefs to king Charles, acknowledging his bounty and favor to- 
ward them, and earnettly defiring to continue under his imme- 
diate protection. In 1642, they declared in the form of an act, 


“that they were born under monarchy, and would never dege- : 


nerate from the condition of their births, by being fubjeét to 
any other government.” Nothing could be more acceptab'e 
than this aét, which being prefented to the king at York, drew 
from him an anfwer, in which he gave them the fulleft affuran- 
ces, that they fhould be always immediately dependent upon the 
crown, and that the form of government fhould never be changed. 
They remained unalterably attached to the caufe of their fo. 
vereign. But when the Commons of England had triumphed 
over their European opponents, their attention was turned to 
the plantations; and an ordinance was pafled in O&ober 1650, 
“for prohibiting trade with Barbadoes, Virginia, Bermuda, and 
Antego.” It recited, that “in Virginia, and other places in A- 
merica, there are colonies, which were planted at the coft, and 
fettled by the people, and by the authority of this nation, which 
ought to be fubordinate to, and dependent upon England—that 
they ever have been, and ought to be fubjeét to fuch laws and 
regulations as are, or {hall be made by the parliament—that di- 
vers acts of rebellion have beea committed by many perfons in- 
| babiting 
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whereby they have fet up themfelves in op- 


habiting Virginia, 

pofition to this commonwealth.” It therefore declared them 
ty 
ay 


notorious robbers and traitors.” Perfons in power generalh 
reafon alike again{t_thofe who oppofe their authority, and dif- 
puie the legality or equity of their meafures, whatever might be 
their own fentiments when ina lower flation, and while aggriev- 
ed by fuperiors. The ordinance authorized the council of ftate 
to fend a fleet thither, and to grant commiffions to proper per- 
fons to enforce to obedience all fuch as flood oppofed to the au- 
thority of parliament. In confequence hereof commutioners 
were appointed, and a powertul fleet and army detached, to re- 
duce al] their enemies to fubmiffion. They were to ufe their 
endeavours, by granting pardons and by other peaceful arts, to 
‘nduce the colonifts to obey the ftate of England: but, if thefe 
means fhould prove ineffectual, then_they were to employ every 
aft of hoftility ; to free thofe fervants and flaves of mailers op- 
pofing the government, that would ferve as foldiers to fubdue 
them ; and to caufe the aéts of parliament to be executed, and 
“ ftice to be adminiftered, in the name of the commonwealth. 
fer the arrival of the cormmiffioners with the naval and milita- 
ry force, the Virginians refufed to fubmit, till articles of furren- 
der had been agreed upon, by which it was ftipulated, “ The 
plantation of Virginia, and all the inhabitants thereof, fhall en- 
joy fuch freedoms and privileges as belong to the free people of 
England. ‘The general affembly, as formerly, fhall convene and 
tranfaét the affairs of the colony. The people of Virgima fhall 
have a free trade, as the people of England, to all places, and 
with all nations. Virginia {hall be free from all taxes, cultoms, 
and impofitionswhatloever - and none fhall be impofed on them 
without confent of the general affembly ; and neither forts nor 
caftles fhall be erected, nor garrilons maintained without their 


confent *.” 

he hardfhips the Vergamans experienced from refiri€tions on 
ver Cromwell, together with their attachment 
to the royal family, ‘nduced them to feize the occafion of the 
death of the protector’s governor, for applying to Sir Villam 
Berkely, who had lived privately during the revolutions of the 


day, to refume the government of the colony, to which he con- 


fented, on their folemnly promifing to venture their lives and 


- Charles Il. “Before they had heard of the 


‘fortunes with him for 
death of Cromwell, Charles was proclaimed by them king of 


England, Scotland, Ireland, and Virginia. During the diftre{- 
fes to which the royalifts were expofed in England prior to this 


their trade under Oh 


# Bland’s Inquiry into the rights of the Britith colonies. 


event, 


' 
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event, they reforted to that colony, fo that Virginia contained 
about 30,000 perfons ‘at the reftoration. ‘Sir Wiliam Berkely, 
in his anfwer to the inquiries of the lords of the committee of 
the colonies writes, June 20, 1671, “ there aré 40,000 perfons, 
men, women, and children, 2000 black flaves; and 6000 chrif- 
tian fervants for a fhort time.” You will not have your good 
opinion of him heightened for his adding—* I thank God there 
are no free {chools, nor printing, and I hope we fhall not have 
them thefe hundred years. Yor learning has brought difobedi- 
ence, and herefy, and fe€ts into the world, and printing has di- 
vulged them and libels againit the government. ‘God keep us 
from both* !” . ede 

You will remark, that, however zealous the V irginians were 
to-honor the Charles’s with their loyalty, they boldly déclined 
complimenting king, cominonwealth, and protetior with their 
liberties. ; 

Maryland comes now to be cenfidered. 

Sir George Calvert was one of the original affociates in the 
great Virginia company, and continued a member of that cor- 
poration during its exiltence : and, as fecretary of ftate, he afled 
as one of the committee ef council for the affairs of the planta. 
tions while James I. lived. Sir George, in his reign, having 
thought proper to alter his religious {entiments and embrace po- 
anys ingenuoully avowed the change. The king, pleafed with 


his fincerity, granted him a part of Newfoundland, which the 
French at length obliged him to abandon. His majefly further 
tellified his regard, by creating him lord Balumore of Ireland, 
King Charles, to compenfate tor his lofs of the Newfoundland 
territory, gave hima grant of the country ‘on the north fide of 
the Chefapeak-bay. saan | 
His lord{inip died April 15, 1692, before the patent was made 
eut ; on which his fon Cecil took it cut in his own name the 
June following, ‘Charles, in honor to his royal confort Henri- 
etta Maria, named the colony Maryland ; and, being defirous 
of gratifying the proprietary all in his power, invefled him with 
as much fovereignty as could well confift with an immediate fub- 
jection to the crown of England. His lordihip, with the affent 
‘of the freemen, or their delegates, whom he was required to afi. 
femble for that purpofe, might make laws of what kind foever 
for the province, fo that they were not repugnant, but agreea- 
le to the jurifprudence and rights of the realm of England ; and 
he was authorifed to execute the atts of the aflembly. There 
was no claufe in the charter obliging him to tranf{mii their ats 


* Chalmer’s Political Annals, under Virginia. 
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to the king for approbation 


in the fame charter, ‘* We, our heir 


or chattels, within the faid provirtce 


he firfl emigration confifted of 
eonfiderable fortune and rank, 
der a proprietary 
Governor Calvert, brother to 


1093. 


svith fo much cafe, and furnifhed .w 


or diffent : 
royal interference in the government of the colony. 
referved to himfelf, and his heirs for ever, impoits, duties, and 
cuftoms, which the colonilts were bound to pay; but declared 
5 and fucceffors, fhall at no 
time fet and make, or caufe to be fet, any impofition, cuftom, 
or taxation, on the inhabitants of the province, for their lands, 
goods, tenements, or chattels, within 
this claufe the king covenanted for himfelf, heifs, and fucceflors, 
that, having referved for ever the impoits, duties, and cuftoms, 
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nor any faving of the 
Charles 


the faid province.” by 


he would not contribute toward fetting upon the inhabitants any 
impofition, cuftom, or taxation, for their lands, goods, tenements, 


and therein bound both 


5 


himfelf and them, not to affent to any bill fubjecting the inhabr-~ 
tants to an internal taxation by an external legiflation. 


two hundred gentlemen of 


with their adherents, chiefly Ro- 
man Catholics, who hoped to enjoy liberty of confcience, un- 
of their own pro 
England in November, and landed in 


fefion. They. failed from 
Maryland the beginning of 
lord Baltimore, very wilely 


and juilly purchafed, by prefents of various goods, the rights of 
the Indians, and with their free confent took poffeffion of their 
town, which he called St. Mary’s. 


The country was fettled 
ith fo many conveniences, 


that emigrants repaired thither in fuch numbers, that the co- 


lony foon became populous and flour 


an a€t was patled, 


cial writ of the proprietary, and thofe 


ifhing. A third allem- 


bly of freemen was held at St. John’s in February, 1638-9, when 
“ for eftablifhing the ; 
It enaéted, that thofe who {hall be elected purfuant to writs iffu- 
ed, {hall be called burgelles, and {hall fupply the place of the free- 
-4nen who chofe them—that the gentlemen fummoned by the fpe- 


houfe of aflembly.” 


freemen who fhall nos 


have voted at any of the elections, together with the governor 
and feeretary, fhall be called “ the houfe of affembly’’—that all 
acts affented to by that body, {hall be deemed of the fame force, 
as if the proprietary and freemen had been perfonally prefent. 
Slavery feems to have gained an early eftablifhment in Maryland, 
for an a& of this afflembly defcribes. “ the people” to confift of 
all chriftian inhabitants, “ flaves only. excepted.” The perfe- 
cuting laws which were pafled by the Virginians, foon after this 
period, againil the puritans, ‘made the latter emigrate in confide- 
rable numbers to Mavyland, that they might enjoy, peer a po- 


pifh proprietary, that hberty of confcieace, of which they were 


deprived by feilow protefiants. 3 
| i be 
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In 1642 the burgeffes “ defired that they might be feparated, 
and fit by themfelves, and have a negative’”’—fuch was their pro- 
greis in entertaining juft conceptions of their own democratic 
rights. The governor did not grant their requeft ; but) they 
were afterward more fuccelstul. The aflembly of 1649 was 
affuredly divided into two parts, and trantfacted bufinefs in the 
form of an upper and lower houfe. That alfermbly. which con- 
vened im April enaéted, that no perfons profefling to believe in 
_ Jefus Chrift {hall be molefted in refpeét of their religion, or in 
the exercife thereof, or be compelled to the belief or exercife of 
_ any other religion againft their confent, fo that they be not un- 

faithful to the proprietary, or conf{pire againft the civil govern- 
ment—that thofe reproaching any with opprobrious names of 
religious diftinGtion, fhall forfeit ten {fhillings to the perfons in- 
jured—that any one {peaking reproachfully againft the bleffec 
“virgin, or the apoftles, fhall forfeit five pounds—but blafphemy 
again{l God fhall be punifhed with death. 

In 1650 a law was pafled “ for fettling this prefent affembly.” 
It enaéted, that thofe who were called by f{pecial writ fhall form 
the upper houfe—that thofe who were chofen by the hundreds 
fhall compofe the lower houfe—and that all bills which fhall be 
allented to by the two branches of the legiflature thus eftablifhed, 
and aflented to by the governor, fhall be deemed the laws of 
the province, and have the fame effeét as if the freemen were 
perfonally prefent, There was alfo paffed “an aé& againtt 
railing money wituout the confent of the alfembly.” It menti- 

oned, “ That no taxes fhall be affeffed or levied on the freemen 
of the province without, their own confent, or that of their depu- 
ties, firft declared in a general affembly. The printed words 
and early date of this. Maryland a& demand particular notice, 
. The acts of the general aflembly and governor were of the 

fame force in their own province, as atts of parliament in Eng- 

land ; andcould not be repealed without. the concurring afient 

et the proprietary, or his deputy, with the other two efates, 
Carolina follows Maryland in the order of exiftence. 

A few adventurers emig“ated from the Maffachufetts, and 
‘fettled round Cape Fear, about the time of the reftoration.— 
Lhey confidered mere occupancy, with a transfer from the 
natives, without any erant from the king, 2s a good title to the 

themfelves entitled to 


a 4 ¢ 
gceatell honor, ordered an exten§ve contributl 
on 
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on fortheir relief. Bit the final fettlement of the province was 
effected equally through the rapacity of the courtiers of Charles 
the IL, and his own facility in rewarding thofe, to whom he 
wasgreatly indebted, with a liberality that coft him little. The 
pretence, which had been ufed on former occafions, of a pious 
zeal for the propagation of the gofpel among the Indians, was 
fuccefsfully employed to procure a grant of the immenfe region, 
lying between the 36° of north latitude, and the river St. Ma- 
theo under the 91°. March 24, 1663, this territory was erected 
into a province by the name of Carolinas and conferred on Lord 
Clarendon, the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven, Lord Berke- 
ly, Lord Afhley, Sir George Carteret, Six John Colleton, and 
Sir William Berkely, as abfoiute lords proprietaries for ever, fav- 
ing the fovereign allegiance due to the crown. The charter feems 
to have been copied from that of Maryland, fo extenfive in its pow- 
ers, and fo noble in its privileges. The noblemen held their firit 
meeting in May; and, at the defire of the New-England people 
above-mentioned, publifhed propofals to all that would plant in 
Carolina. They declared, that all perfons fettling on Charles- 
river, to the fouthward of Cape Fear, {hould have power to for- 
tify its banks, taking the oath of allegiance to the king, and fub- 
mitting to the government of the proprietaries—that the emi- 
grants might prefent to them thirteen perfons, in order that they 
might appoint a governor and a council of fix for three years— 
that an affembly, compoied of the governor, the council, and 
delegates of the freemen, fhould be called as f6on as circumitan- 
ces would allow, with power to make laws, not contrary to 
thofe of England, nor of any validity after the publication of 
the diffent of the proprietaries—that every one fhould enjoy the 
moft perfect freedom i religion—that during five years, every 
freeman fhould be allowed one hundred acres of land, and fifty 
for every fervant, paying only an half-penny an acre-——and that 
the fame freedom from cuftoms, which had been confirmed by 
the royal charter, {hould be allowed to every one. 

The proprietaries appointed Sir William Berkely, then gover- 
nor of Virginia, general fuperintendent of the affairs of the 
county of Albemarle, within the boundaries of which, a {mall 

lantation, of the New-Englanders probavly, had been eltablifh. 
ed for fome years, on the north eaflern fhores of the river Cho- 
wan. Sir William Berkely repaired to the county, confirmed 
and granted lands on the conditions before-mentioned, appointed 
Mr. Drummond the firft governor, and likewife other officers, 
and then returned to V irginie. 

The aflembly of 1666, being diffatisfied with the tentires by 
qhich they held they lands, petitioned the proprietaries, that the 

: people 


i 
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people of Albemarle might hold their poffeffions on the fame 
terms on which the Virginians enjoyed theirs, and were grati- 
fied. | : 

[1665.] The proprietaries appionted Zohn Yeamans, a re- 
fpectable planter of Barbadoes, commander in chief of Claren- 
don county, flretching from Cape Fear to the river St. Matheo ; 
and he was at the fame time created a baronet. To fecure its 
profperity, the fame powers were conferred, and the fame con- 
flitution eftablifhed, as thofe which had made Albemarle happy. 

A fettlement was alfo now projected to the fouthward of Cape 
Romain, which acquired the name of Carteret. Thus a variety 
of feparate and independent colonies, each of which had its own 
government, its own aflembly, its own cuftoms andlaws, were 
eftablifhed in Carolina. 

In June 1665, the proprietaries obtained a fecond charter 
which recited and confirmed the former. They were enabled 
to make laws for the province, with the confent of the freemen 
or their delegates: and likewife to grant titles of honor by crea- 
tion of a nobility, No one prerogative of the crown was referv- 
ed, except the fovereign dominion. 

Samuel Stevens, efq; was appointed governor of Albemarle 
in Ottober, 1667, and was commanded to aét agreeable to the 
advice of a council of twelve, the one half of which he was to 
appoint, the other was to be. chofen by the affembly. The af- 
fembly was to be compofed of the governor, the council, and 
twelve delegates chofen annually by the frecholders. Various 
regulations provided for the fecurity of property : and no taxes 
were to be impofed without the confent of the affembly. The 
proprietaries might mean no more, than that neither they, nor 
the governor and council, fhould impofe taxes without the con- _ 
fent of the affembly: but the mode of expreflion tended to con- 
firm the people at large in the opinion of their being exempted 
from al] taxes which had not the confent of their own allembly, 
‘The fettlers had their lands confirmed, and granted to be now 
held by the free tenure of foccage, exprefling a certain rent and 
independence. All men were declared entitled to equal privi- 
leges, on taking the oath of allegiance to the king, and of 
fidelity to the propriétaries. | 3 

It was not till 1669 that an allembly conftituted as above- 
mentioned was convened: when it was enaéied—* none {hall 
be fued, during five years, for any caufe of action arifing ont 
of. the country—and none fhall accept a power of attorney, to 
receive debts contre“ted abroad.” Hence this colony was long 
confidered as the refuge of the criminal, and the afyvlum of the 
fugitive debtor, 
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Thejproprietaries, at length diffatisfied with every fyftem which 
they had hitherto devifed for the government of their province, 
figned in July, a body of fundamental confiztutions compiled by 
the celebrated Locke, giving as a reafon, ‘ That we may eftablifh 
a government agreeable to the monarchy of which Carolina is a 
part, and may avoid making too numerous a democracy.” 

By this ediét a palatine was to be chofen from among the pro- 
prietaries for life ; who was to aét as prefident of jthe palatine 
court, compofed of the whole; which was intrafted with the 
execution of the powers of the charter. A body of hereditary 
nobility was created, and denominated landgraves and caciques ; 
¢he former were to be invelted with four baronies, each confifling 
of 12,000 acres ; the latter to have two, containing one half of 
that quantity : and thefe eftates were ‘to defcend with the digni-’ 
tics infeparably. There were to be as many landgraves as coun- 
ties ; and twice as many caciques, but no more. Two fifths of 
the counties, fliled figniories and baronies, were to be poflefled 
by the nobility ; the other three fifths, called the colonies, were 
to be left among the people. 

The provincial legiflature, dignified with the name of parlia- 
ment, was to be biennial, and to confitt of the proprietaries, ali- 
as landgraves, or the deputy of each, of the cacique nobility, 
of the reprefentatives of the freeholders of every diflritt, who 
were to meet in one apartment, and every member to enjoy an 
equal vote :. but no bufinefs was to be propofed till it had been 
debated in the grand council, whofe duty it was to prepare bills 
for the parliamentary confideration. ‘The grand council was to 
be compofed of the governor, the nobility, and the deputies of 
the proprietarics, thefe being abfent ; and was invefted with the 
executive of the province. The church of England alone was 
to be allowed a public maintenance by parliament ; but every 
congregation might tax its own members for the fupport of its 
own minifters ; and to every one was allowed perfect freedom 
in religion. However the moft degrading flavery was introduced, 
by invefting in every man the property of his negro™. 


Thefe conftitutions, confifting of 120 articles, and containing 
a creat variety of perplexing regaiations, were declared to be the 
facred and unalterable rule of government in Carolina for ever: 
and yet they were never altogether adopted. The parties en- 
gaged in this a€t of legiflation thould have reflected, that the in- 


habitants had fettled on conditions, which it was no longer in 
their power to abrogate ; and that, in the forms of government 
which had been a@tually eftablifhed, the people had acquired an 
ipiereft which could not be taken away without their confent. 


v* Loehe’s Works, Vol. IV. p. 519, Soe 1779 
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{1670.] A number of emigrants were fent in January, under 
Wiliam Sayle, e{q; appointed governor of that part of the coat 
which lies fouth-weftward of Cape Carteret, to form a colony 
at Port-Royal. They arrived fafe : and as it was found imprac- 
ticable to conform to the conftitutions, it was determined to keep 
as clofe to them as poffible. Sayle dying, Sir john Ycamang 
had his command extended to and over this colony, in Auguft, 
1671. This year, planters reforted from Clarendon on the north, 
and Port-Royal on the fouth, to the banks of Afhley-river, for 
the convenience of pafture and tillage ; and laid on the firft high 
land the foundation of old Charles-Town. The proprietaries 
promulgated temporary laws, till through a fufficient number of 
inhabitants, government could be adminiftered according to the 
fundamental conftitutions.: The temporary laws were of no long 
duration, being derided by a people without whole confent they 
had been eftablithed. ! 

In May 1674, Fojeph Weft, efq; was appointed governor of the 
fouthern colony, in the room of Sir John Yeamans, with whofe 
conduct the proprietaries were diffatisfied. But the difficulty of 
eflablifhing the colony was not overcome for years; not tll 
the people repaired to it at their own expence, and men of eftate 
ventured thither under the full perfuafion of being fairly treated. 
In expeétation of fuch treatment, the diflenters, being harrai{led 
_. by perfecutions in England, and dreading a popifh fucceffor, e- 
migrated to Carolina in great numbers, and made a confiderable 
part of the inhabitants. They acquired the honor of introduc- 
ing religion into the province, while they ftrengthened it alfo by 
their perfonal acceflions. But the promifing appearances of the 
country mviting over many of avery different flamp, after a 

while diflurbances followed. Hat 

The planters being informed, that the Oy/ler-point, fo delight- 

fully formed by the confluence of the rivers Afhley and Cooper, 
was more convenient than what was fixed upon eight years be- 
fore, and the proprietaries encouraging their inclination, they be- 
gan to remove, and in the fubfequent year laid the foundation of 
the prefent Charles-town, and built 90 houfes[1680.| It was in-, 
{tantly declared the port for the purpofes of traflic, and the capita 
for the adminiftration of government. It was long unhealthy ; 
but the adjacent country being now cleared and cultivated, it i 
allowed to enjoy the moft falubrious air of Carolina. 

Though the province had been formed into manors and baro- 
“nies, it was not till 1689, that it was divided into three counties, 

In the autumn of this year, governor Welt held a parliament; 
and afterwards immediately refigned his adminiftration to Mr. 
sjofeph Moreton: Thence commenced a reiterated change of 
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governors. Cyrle, Weft, Kuerry, Moreton, were fucceflively 
appointed. There was a fimilar change of every public officer. 
"Thefe changes produced turbulency and fa€tion. 
But prior to this period, an ‘nfurreétion broke out in the co- 
lony of Albemarle, in December, 1677. At the end of two 
ears fuccefsful revolt, Culpeper, who was deeply concerned in 
the bufinels, was difpatched with another perfon to England with 
a promule of fubmiffion to the proprietarics, on certain conditi- 
cons... When about, to’ return, after executing his truft, he was 
impeached by the commiffioners of the cuftoms, for aéting as col- 
JeGtor without their authority, and embezzling the king’s revenue 
in Carolina. He was feized on board a velfel in the Downs, 
brought back, and in Trinity-term, 1680, tried by virtue of the 
{tatute of Henry VIL. on an sndigtment of high-treafon commit- 
ted without the realm. The famous ocd Sheahan then in 
the zenith of his popularity, appeared on his behalf, and repre- 
fented, contrary to the moft undoubted facts, ‘“ That there never 
had been any regular government vn Albemarle, that its diforders 
were only feuds between the planters, which could only amount 
toatiot.” ~On this Culpeper wes acquitted. He is the firit co- 
lonift who appears to have been regularly tried in the court of 
King’s-bench upon that fatute *: but he was not tran{fported from 
America in order to trial. His acquittal induced the proprieta- 
ries to refolve upon governing, in future, according to the por- 
tion of obedience, which the infurgents fhould be difpofed to yield. 
‘They recommended, however, an healing difpofition. But the. 
perfons bearing the chief fway, veing actuated too much by a 
vindidtive {pirit, proceeded againft their opponents by imprilon- 
ment, fine, and banifhment, The {cenes of anarchy produced 
by thefe meafures were not changed, nor the condition of the. 
colony mended by the arrival of guevernor Seth Sothel, in 1683, 
who was fent in hope of quieting the diforders by his authority, 
as he had purchafed lord Clarendon’s fhare of the province. He. 
was guilty of that bribery, extortion, injutiice, rapacity, breach. 
of truft, and difobedience of orders, for five years, that the 
inhabitants, driven almoft to defpair, (eized him with a view of 
fending him to England to an{wer to their complaints : but upon. 
his intreaties, and offering to (ubmit their mutual accufations to 
the next aflembly, they accepted his propofal. ‘Lhe aflembly 
gave judgment againft him in all the above-mentioned particulars, 
and compelled him to abjure the country for twelve months, and 
the government for ever. 

Charles-town having been made the provincial port, the firft 
collector was eftablilhed there in 1685. The governor and 
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council were at the fame time ordered, “ not to fai! to fhow their 
 forwardnefs in affifting the batleGion of the duty on tobacco 
tran{ported to other colonies, and in feizing fhips that prefumed 
to trade contrary to the ats of navigation. Little regard was 
paid to orders fo contrary to the views of every one. An illicit trade 
was not only prattifed, but juftified under the clauie of the pa- 
tent, which the people believed to be of fuperior force to the law.— 
yy hough the royal grant of 1665 was pafled fubfequent to the 
a€t of navigation, the prefent exemption was infilled upon, with 
the fame fpirit that it was contended during this reign, that a 

king of England may difpenfe with the law, The principle of 
the rORToRnane and the doétrine fo fafhionable at the court of 
James, were therefore exactly the fame. 

James Colleton, efq; a proprietary; was stunned governor, 
in Auguft. The next year he called an aflembly, in which he 
and his party took upon them to pafs fuch laws as loft him the 
affections of the people. - During the ferments that followed, 
Seth Sothel, whom we have feen banifhed from Albemarle, 
fuddenly arrived at- Charles-town. Counterianced by a pow- 
erful party, and prefuming on his a as a proprietary, by 
feized the reins of government in 1690, notwitliltanding th 
oppofition of governor and council. A general return of mem- 
bers was procured, who readily fan€tifed by their votes whate- 
~ver was diétated by thofe that had-thus aca uired power. Colle- 
ton, whofe conduét had been far fromm blamele{s, was inilanily 


inpeached of high crimes and mifdemeanors difabled £ ir holds: 


-any office, and banifhed. Others were fined, unprifoned, 
ad expelled the province. ‘The proprietaries appointed a new 
governor ; and the next year, [ 1692 | upon the: requifitions of 
the Carotiaiane! abrogated Mr. Locke’s fyftem bt laws, the fu N- 
damental eae Gunich far from having anfwered their end, 
intreduced only diffatisfaétion, and diforders, that were not cured 
till the final difolution of the proprietary government*. The 
eperation and fate of Mr. Locke’s fyftem thay convince us of 
this truth, that a perfon ‘* may defend the principles of liberty 
and the rights of mankind, with great abilities and fuccefs; and 


yet after all, when called upon to produce a plan of legiflation, 


he may nih the world-with a final abfurdity soe 
Governor Archdale arrived at Carolina in Auigalt 160g ite 
managed with great prudence, and fucceeded fo wel ii that the aflem- 


bly voted him an addrefs of thanks. He was fuccetded by jo- 


% Moft of what is faid upon Carolina is taken from Chalmers’s Poe 
litical Annals, under the head of that province. 
Ch 38 Defence of the American Conftiturions of Government, by Jobn 
‘Adams, efq; p. 365+ { 
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Jeph Blake, efq; whofe fentiments were fo liberal, that, though 
a diffenter, he prevailed with the affembly to fettle 1501. per an- 
num upon the epifeopat minifter of Charles-town for ever, and 
likewife to furntfh him with a good houfe, a glebe, and two fer- 
vants. A very different fpirit wrought in the earl of Bath, when 
he fucceeded to the power of palatine, [170 1 | and became eldeft 
proprietary. Being a zealot for the church of England, he was 
ambitious of eftablilhing its worlhip, and of excluding non-epil- 
copalians from a fhare in the government of Carolina; a fimilar 

principle was at that time too prevalent in England. His views 

were feconded by the pliablenefs of governor. Moor, who was 
afier a while fucceeded by Sir Nathaniel Johnfon. Then the. 
aifembly being convened, a bill was brought in for the more eéf- 
feétual prefervation of the government, by requiring all perlons 
chofen members of the aflembly, to conform to religious -wor- 


_ fhip, and receive the facrament of the Lord’s-fupper, according 


to the ufage of the church of England. By this aft, all diffent- 
ers were difquahfied from fitting in the affembly, though legally 


elected, and the candidate who had the greatelt number of voices, 


after the difqualified diflenter, was to be admitted. The pafling. 


of this aét was unconttitutional and oppreflive. Another bill 
was pafled for eftablifhing religious worlhip in the province, ac- 
cording to the church of England, and alfo for the ereGling of 
churches, the maintenance of minifters, and the building of 
convenient parfonages. Both thefe aéts were afterward figned 
anid fettled by John Lord Granville, then palatine, for himfelf 
and the other proprietors. In confequence of the laft att, many 
oppreflions were committed by the government againit the dil-: 
feniers, who laboured under thefe and other grievances, till the 
matter at length was brought betore the houfe of lords, who, 
having fully weighed the fame, addrefled the queen in favour of 
the Carolinians ; and the laws complained of | 706 | were de- 
clared nulfand void. 

An Indian war having broken out in Carolina, and the pro- 
prietaries finding themfelves unable to maintain it againft the In- 
dians, while thefe were fupported by the French and Spaniards, 
[1728] refolved to farrender their charter to the crown. One- 
eighth of the province belonged to Lord Carteret. The proprie- 
tors of the other feven-eighths were to receive for their ceflion 
17,5001. together with 5000]. more, due to them from the pro- 
vince on account of outflanding debts. The furrender and pay- 
ment was confirmed by a Britilh a€t of parliament, wherein was 
a claifle, referving alway to John Lord Carteret, his heirs, exe- 
cutors, adminiftrators, and affigns, all fuch eftate, right, and title 
to one-eighth part of the thare of the faid provinces or territo- 
TIes, 
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ries, and to one-eighth part of all arrears, as was his due. After 
pafling the a€t, the. Britifh government applied itfelf yn earneft 
to encourage this colony, and Robert Fohnfon, efq; was appoint. 
ed governor, and continued fuch till he died in 1735; in which 

ear Carolina was divided intotwo colonies, North and South, 
and each placed under a feparate governor *, 

Pennfylvana and the Delaware Counties next demand our at- 
tention. Mr. William Penn, one of the joint purchaiers of the 
weltern part of the Jerfeys, having received the moik exatt in- 
formation of the country to the weitward of the Delaware, while 
engaged in the adminiftration of the joint purchafe, became de- 
firous of acquiring a feparate eftate. 

He prefented a petition to Charles II. in June, 1680, flating 
not only his relationfhip to the late admiral; but that he was de- 
prived of a debt die from the crown, eel the exchequer was 
fhut. He prayed fora grant of lands, lying to the northward 
of Maryland, and weltward of the Wels aware; and added, that, 

by his interelt, he fhould be able to fetile a province which might, 
in time, repay his claims. Having the profpe& of fuccels, he 
copied frorn the charter of Maryland the {ketch of a patent which 
an November was laid before the attorney-general for his opini- 
en. .Penn had the fame object in view as Lord Baltimore had, 
the guarding againft the exertions of prerogative, which experi- 
ence had taught both were very inconvenient. The attorney- 
general declared the claufe of exemption from taxation illegal : 
and chief juflice North, being of the fame opinion, and oblery 
mg its tendency, added the faving of the authori itv of the Fashih 
parliament, fo that it was ft ipulated by the king, for himfelf and 
his fucceffors, ‘‘ that no cuftom or other contribution th iall be 
Jaid on the inhabitants or their eftates, unlefs by the confent of 
the proprietaty, or governor and aflembly, or 4 ati of parlia~ 
ment in England.” 

The next year [1681] the patent wa s gianted, in confiderati- 

-on of “the merits of the father, and the good purpofes of the 
fon, in order to extend the Englifh empire, and to Py omote 
uleful commodities.” It was provided by fit claufes,: that the 
fe overeignty of the king fhould be prefery ed; and that its of par- 
liament, concerning trade and navigation avid the cuitoms, be 
duly obferved. Penn was empowered to aflemble the ireemen, 
or their delegates, in fuch form as he fhould think proper, for 
raifing money for the ufes of the colony, and for making ufeful 
laws, not contrary to thofe of England, or the rights of the king- 
dom. A duplicate of the aéts of the aflembly was to be tranf- 
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mitted within five years to the king in council, and the aéts might 
be declared void within fix months, if not approved. 

The novel introduétion of the claufe fubjetting the inhabitants 
of Pennfylvania to taxation by a€t of parliament, might afford an. 
argument againil being fo taxed, to all the colonies whofe charters 


contained no fuch claufe, 


Dr. Franklin being afked, when eXa-, 


mined by the houfe of commons, in the time of the ftamp att, 
* Seeing there is in the Pennfylvania charter, an expre(s refer- 
vation of the right of parliament- to lay taxes there, how could 


ihe aflembly aflert, that laying a tax on them by 


was an infringement of th 


the ftamp att 


eir rights P” anfwered, ‘* They under- 


fland it thus-——By the fame charter and otherwife they are enti- 
tled to all the privileges and liberties of Englilhmen. They find 


in the great charters and t 


he petition and declaration of rights, 


that one of the privileges of Englith fubjeéts is, that they are 
not to be taxed,. but by their own confent: they have therefore 
relied upon it, from the firft fettlement, that the parliament ne- 
ver would or could, by colour of that claufe, tax them till it. 


“ 


had qualified itfelf for the exercife of fuch might, by admitting: 


reprefentatives from the p 


eople to be taxed.’ You will recol- | 


lett governor Nicholfon’s writing in 1698, “ a great many peo~ 
ple in all the colonies, efpecially in thofe under proprietaries, 
think that no law of England ought to be binding to them with- 


out their own confent 5. 


for they foolifhly fay, they have ne 


reprefentatives fent from themfelves to the parliament of Eng- 


land. lps aed 


The Pennfylvanians, it 


may be noted, were not declared by 


the patent to be Englifh fubjeGts. “There was no exprefs flipu- 
lation, as had been inferted in all the other colonial patents, 


«« that the Pennfylvanians 


and their defeendants fhould be confi. 


dered as fubjeéts born within the realm ;” for the lawyers who 
revifed it, confidered fuch declarations as nugatory, fince they 


were inferred by law *. 


If the right of the Englifh parliament 


to tax the colonies could alfo have been inferred by law, why was, 
not the expreis refervation of that right confidered likewile as 


nugatory ? 


In May, Renn detached Mr. Markham, his kinfman, with a 
{mall emigration, in order to take pofleiien of the country, and 
prepare it for a more numerous colony. Care was taken to ors. 
der an humane attention to the rights of the Indians. ' 

[1682.| The frame of government for Pennfylvania was 


publifhed in April. Git 


was forced from the proprietary by. 


friends, who would not have fettled his country, unlefs gratified 
in whatever : they demanded. It underwent a fimilar fate with, 


* Chalmers’s Political Annals, under the head of Pennfylvania, 
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the conftitutions of Locke ; and after a variety. of alterations, 
was at length wholly laid afide, and a fimpler. form eftablifhed. 
As a fupplement to the frame, there was publifhed, in the fub- 
fequent May, a body of 
adventurers, which was intended as a great charter, and does 
honor to their wifdom as ftatefmen, to their morals as men, and 
to their fpirit as colonifts. eens 
Mr. Penn, defirous of carrying his region fouthward to the 
Chefapeak, was continually foliciting the duke of York, fora 
grant of the Delaware colony. The prince at length wearied 
out, conveyed in Auguft the town of Neweaftle, with a. terri- 
tory of twelve miles round ; as alfo that tract of Jand extending 
fouthward from it upon the Delaware to Cape Henlopen. It 
was known to both parties, that the title of what was now grant- 
ed was extremely exceptionable, as the duke could transter no 
other right than mere occupancy in oppofition to the legal claim 
of Lerd Baltimore. Penn, however, who was intent, on his 


own intereft in thofe parts, immediately aflumed the powers 


of jurifdiction. | ; 

When, for the firft time, he arrived on the banks of the De- 
laware, Oétober the 24th, he found them inhabited by 3,000 
perfons, compofed of Swedes, Dutch, Finlanders, and Englith. 
Not only his own colonifts, but the reft,, received him with joy 
and refpect. He was accompanied thither by about 2,000 em1- 
grants; who being either quakers or other diflenters, wifhed to 
enjoy their peculiarities and religion, in a country that offercd a 
peaceful afylum to the perfecuted. Mr. Penn immediately en- 
tered into a treaty with the Indians, and, agreeable to the biihop 
of London’s counfel, purchafed from them as much of the foil 
as the circumitances of the colony required, fora price that 
gave them fatisfaétion: he alfo fettled with them a very kind 
correfpondence. In December, he convened the firft aflembly at 
Chefter, confilting of feventy-two delegates from the fix coun- 
ties, into which they had divided Pennfylvania and the Delaware 
colony, foon after denominated the ¢erretories. ‘The inhabitants 


propofed that the deputies might ferve both for the provincial — 


council and general affembly ;- three out of every county for the 
former, and nine for the latter. . Their propofals were palled by 
the affembly without hefitation into an aét of feitlement. The 
perfons returned were declared to be the legal council and af- 
fembly, and every county was empowered to fend the fame num- 
ber in future, which in the fame manner fhould conftitute the 
legiflature j and after the addition of a few other explanations, 
the:modifi}d frame of government was folemnly recognized and 
accepted. | Then an act was pafled, annexing the territories _ 

: the 


laws jagreed upon in England by the 
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the province, and communicating to the one the fame privileges, 
government, and laws, asthe other already enjoyed. Every fo- 


reigner who promifed allegiance to the king, and obedience to 


the proprietary, was at the fame time declared to be a freeman, 
and entitled to his rights. By the legiflative regulations, eftabliih- 
ed as fundamentals by this affembly, fattors who wronged their 
employers were to make fatisfaétion and one-third over—not 
enly the goods, but the lands of the debtor were fubjeéted to the 
payment of debts—every thing which excited the people to. yude- 
nefs, cruelty, and irreligion, was to be difcouraged and feverely 
unifhed—no perfon acknowledging one God, and living peace- 
ably in fociety, was to be molefted for his opinions. or practice, 
or to be compelled to frequent or maintain any miniftry whatfo- 
ever. it was a principle of the great charter, ‘that children 
fhall be taught fome ufefal trade, to the end that none may be 
idle, but the poor may work to live, and the rich, if they become 
oor, may not want.” 
Penn, diilatisfied with the a&t of fettlement, without dificulty 


ereaied a fecond frame, agreeing partly with the firft, modified 


according to the att of feitlement in certain particulars, and in 
{ome meafure effentially different from both : to which he pro- 
cured the aflent of the next aflembly, in 1683; but which in 
time fhared the fate of the former. 

[1684.| He departed for England. The moft violent dif- 
fenfions followed almoit inftantly upon it, the provincial council 
and the aifembly contending eagerly with regard to their mutual 
privileges and powers. Tranquility was not reftored by the de- 
puty governor Blackwell, who entered upon his government in 
December, 1688. 

[1685.] Toward the clofe of this year Mr. Penn obtained 
a new grant of the Delaware colony, which he had been folieit- 
ing for fome timie. bp 

| 1688.| The Pennfylvanians and their rulers, when Black- 
well entered upon his adminiftration, were’ fo much engaged in 
their own contefts and purfuits, and fo a€tuated by the principles 
of their fuperior | the proprietary, whofe attachments to James 
II. during thofe days are well known} that they feem to have 
difregarded that fignal revolution which transferred their alle- 
giance and Pennfylvania to the prince and princels of Orange: 
for the very laws and government of the province were admi- 
niftered in the name of the abdicated monarch, long after 
William and Mary had been formally proclaimed in other 
colonies. 

It is a fingularity in the hiftory of this province, that neither 
its various fyltems, nor its’ fundamental laws, were commu- 

nicated 
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nicated to the king for diffent or approbation though firongly 
enforced *,. | | . 

_ Penn’s adherence to, James carried him to fuch lengths, that 
he was confidered as an inveterate enemy to the proteiiant ettab- 
lifhment, and was for fome time excepted out of the aéls of 
grace publifhed by William and Mary; who appointed colonel 
fletcher, by the fame commiffion, governor both of New-York 
and Pennfylvania. In the commiflion no manner of regard 
feems to have been had to the original charter. But when the 
ailembly met, though fixteen {hort in number to what had been 
before ufual, through the change made in the writs, they patled 
‘a vote, nem. con. “ hat the laws of this province, which were 
in force and praétice before the arrival of this prefent governor, 
are fill in force : and that the afflembly havea right humbly to 
move the governor for a continuation or confirmation of the 
fame.” ‘That and fubfequent affemblies fhewed fuch a fixed de- 
termination to fecure their rights, that neither governor nor 
lieutenant governor could bring them to bend to their wifhes. 

In 1696 Penn had fo well managed matters at the court of 
England, that he was reftored to his right of naming a governor : 
and in the beginning of 1700 he went to Pennfylvania in perfon. 
After the meeting of feveral affemblies, he convened one in Sep- 
tember, 1701, and informed them of the indifpenfable neceflity 
he was under of going to England, to obviate fome ill offices 
done by his and their enemies with the government ‘there ; but 
_ otlered to do every thing that was in his power to fecure to them 
their privileges and properties. ‘The aflembly, in their anfwer, 
| expreiied their diffatisfaction at the flate of both, and required 
_ further fecurity; to which he gave evafive anfwers, but otfered 
to leave the nomination of the deputy governor to themfelves : 

they declined it, and went upen a new charter of privileges. 
| ‘Phis introduced a breach between the members of the pro- 
vince, and thofe of the territories ; the latter infifling upon fome 
particular privileges, which, when refufed by the others, made 
them withdraw from the meeting, and it required ail the autho- 
| ae and addrefs of the proprietary to make up the breach. At 

laft, afier great heart-burnings on both parts, juft when Mr, 
Penn was about to embark, a charter of privileges was prefented 
to him, and being ratified by him, became the rule of govern- 
mentin Pennfylvania. By this important charter, liberty of con- 
{cience 1s granted ; and all chriftians, of whatever denomination, 
taking the proper oaths of allegiance and fidelity, are enabled to 
ferve the government, either legiflatively or executively. The 
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exclufion’ of all perfons from the legiflative and executive 
branches, however eminently qualified, and well behaved as 
members of civil fociety, unlefs they are chriftians, does not ac- 
cord with that general liberty which ought to prevail in national 
communities, now that the exiftence of all theocracy 1s ended by 
the introduétion of the kingdom of Chrift. The piety of the 
theorift, and the {ubtilty of the politician, defirous of fecuring 
the fupport of chriflians, may introduce the exclufion into writ- 
ten or printed agreements, but cannot eftablifh a pra€tical exclu- 
fion of perfons oppoled to chriftianity. He mutt be both fimple 
and uninformed, who, will not admit, that many deiits have 
ferved the Pennfylvania ond other excluding governments, either 
legiflatively or executively. 

By the {econd article of the charter it 1s provided, that an al- 
fembly fhall be yearly chofen by the freemen, to confilt of four 
perfons out of each county, or of a greater number, if the go- 
vernor and affembly fhall fo agree, on the 1ft of O&tober for 
ever, and fhall fit on the 14th following, with power to choofe 
a fpeaker and other their officers, and be judgés of the qualif- 
cations and elections of their own members ; {hall fit upon their 
own adjournments, prepare pills, impeach criminals, and re- 
drefs prievances ; and {hall poffels all other powers and privi- 


. 


leges of an affembly, according to the rights of the free-born 
fubjeéts of England, and the cuftoms obferved in any of the 

king's plantations sn America. If any county oF counties {hall 

neglect to fend deputies, thofe who meet, provided they are not 

fewer in number than two thirds of the whole, {hall be confider- 

ed as the legal reprefentatives of the province. 

By the eighth article, in cafes of fuicide, all property 1s to 

defcend to the next heirs, as ‘fthe deceafed had died a natural 

death: nor is the governor to be entitled to any forfeiture, if a 

perfon fhall be killed by cafualty or accident. The fame article 

provides, that no a&i, law, or ordinance whatfoever, , fhall at 

any time hereafter be made, to alter or diminifh the form or ef- 

feét of this charter, or of amy part of it, without the confent of 
the governor foy the time being, and fix parts in feven of the al a 

fembly met—that the firft a:ticle, relating to liberty of con{ci- 

ence, fhall be kept without any alteration inaviolably for ever— 

and that William Penn, for himfelf, 8c. does folemnly declare, 

that neither he, 8c. fhall do any thing whereby the liberties, in 

this charter contained, nor any part thereof, fhall be infringed ; 

and that if any thing {hall be done by any perfon contrary thereto, 

st fhall be held of no effect. 

‘This new conftitution differed greatly from the original.— 
The governor might nominate his own council, and he was a 
Lng c. 
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fingle in the executive part of the government, and had liberty 
to reftrain the legiflative, by refufing his affent to their bills.— 
The aflembly, on the other hand, acquired the important privi- 
lege of propounding laws, as well as of amending or rejeéting 
them; but though this new conflitution was thankfully accepted 
by the province, it was unanimoutly rejefted by the territories ; 
and aifairs flood in this untoward ftate when the proprietary fail- 
ed for England. The reprefentatives of the province and thofe 
of the territories divided, and aéted as two dftin& bodies: and 
the attempts to unite them proved ineffectual. 3 
The territories confifted of the three counties, Newca/lle, Kent, 
and Suffex on the Delaware, and are commonly known by the 
name of the three Lower Counties on the Delaware. 
Notwithftanding Mr. Pern is celebrated as the wifeft of legif- 
lators, the aflembly, about the year 1704, unanimoutly came to 
nine refolutions, in which they complain with creat grief of him, 
* for undermining his own foundations ; and by a fubtle contri: 
vance, laid deeper than the capacities of fome could fathom, 
finding away to lay afide the act of fettlement, and diffolve his 
fecond charter *.”’ He was likewife charged with having extort- 
ed from the province great {ums of money. They complained 
alfo of the abufes of furveyors, the clerks of the courts, and ju- 
flices of the peace, who, they faid, were all put in by the pro- 
prictary, fo that he became his own judge in his own caufe.— 
Thefe and other matters were the heads of a reprefentation, or 
rather remonitrance, drawn up and fent to Mr. Penn then in 
England, in which he 1s reprefented as an oppreffor, and as falfi- 
fying his word in almoft every refpe€ with the provincials +. 
The difputes which fubfifted in Pennfylvania were greatly atig- 
menited| by the intemperance of the quakers themfelves, wip: 
notwithftanding all their zeal for liberty of confcience perfecutsd, 
about or foon after 1694, George Keith (who had been one of 
their moft famous preachers)upon his conforming to thé churcls 
of England; and went fo far as to throw him into prifon. They 
apologized for their conduct by pleading, that they did not punifh 
| him for his religious principles, but for having infulted the civil 
government {. If this wasa good plea, the New Englanders 
might gain great advantages froin it, in vindicating themfelves 
as to many of the feverities they practifed upon the quakers, who 
infulted their civil governments, beyond what will be eafily cre- 
dited by thofe, who have not had the opportunity of knowing the 
-* Chalmer’s Annals, p. 654. 
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tranfactions of that period, or are not acquainted with the abufive 
language of fome of the then leaders of that denomination—lan- 
guage which the body of modern quakers will not vindicate. 

It only remains to give a concife account of the fettlement of 
Georgia. | 

In 1792 a number of gentlemen, confidering the vat benefit 
that might arife from the tra& of land lying between the Savan- 
nah and the river Alatamaha, petitioned the king for a charter, 
which was accordingly granted on the ninth of June. They 
meant, that the country {hould be made a bulwark for the fouth- 
ern colonies againit the Spaniai ds; and fhould give employment 
to numbers of people, who were burdenfome at -home to their 
friends and parifhes. The charter conftituted them a corporati- 
on, by the name of truftees for eftablifhing a colony, by the 
name of Georgia, including the country from the moft nortnerm 
fream of the Savannah, to the moft fouthern ftream of the Ala- 
tamaha. The corporation was to fubfitt for 21 years; and after 
the expiration of that term, the governor and all ofhcers were to 
be appointed by the crown. 

Toward the end of Auguft Sir William Heathcote recom- 
nended in the flrongeft terms, to the directors of the bank, the 
interefts of the colony. His {peech had the defired effeét, and 
she members of the court, after his example, contributed largely 
toward the undertaking, as did great numbers of the nobility, 
gentry, clergy, and others; and the parliament granted 10,000/, 
By the beginning of November, about a hundred and fixteen 
colonifis prefented themfelves, moft of them labouring people ; 
and were furnifhed with working tools of all kinds, ftores, and 
fmallarms. Mr. Oglethorpe, one of the truftees, generoufly at- 
tended the firft fet of emigrants to Carolina, where they arnved 
in good health on the 1 sth of January, 1733- The Caroli- 
nians made them a prefent of 100 breeding cattle, befides hogs, 
and twenty barrels of rice ; and furnifhed them with a party of 
horfe, and with {cout boats, by the help of which they reached 
the Savannah, where Mr. Oglethorpe, ten miles up the river, 
pitched upon a {pot for atown; and on February the gth, the 
building of the Grit houfe commenced. The colonifts were moft 
ceneroutly affifted by the Carolinians and their governor, Col. 
Bull, not only with their purfes, but their labour, in raifing the 
new town, named Savannah from the river. , 

Mr. Oglethorpe was waited upon by a numerous deputation 
from the Lower Creek nation, with whom he concluded a trea- 
ty ; and foon after fat out for Charleftown onhis return to Eng- 
land, where he arrived in 1734; bringing with him feveral In- 
dian chiefs and a war captain. But before the end of March 

| : thus 
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this year, more emigrants to the amount of fix hundred, were 
either fent over by charity, or went at their own expence. 

On the goth of Oétober, the Indians embarked tor their own 
country, having had an allowance while in London of gol. a 
week, of which they fpent little, as they commonly ate and 
drank at the tables of perfons of the highefl diflinétion. They 
moreover received prefents to a very confiderable amount. They 
embarked at Gravefend in a {hip which carried over anumber of 
Saltzburghers, being German proteftants, who, with others of 
their countrymen that followed, fettled on the Savannah, a town 
they called Ebenezer, and which by their habits of induftry and 
fobriety foon became confiderable. ‘The Georgians made a fur- 
prifing progrefs in clearing their lands and building their houfes ; 
and, as an encouragement, the Britifh parliament granted them 
a fupply of 26,0001. which, with very great private donations, 
was expended upon ftrengthening the fouth part of Georgia. 
This being a neceffary fervice for the colony, the truftees pitch- 
ed upon the highlanders of Scotland, 160 of whom went over 
11.1735, fettled themfelves upon Alatamaha river, and gave the 
name of Darien to a fort they built there, to which they after- 
ward added a {mall town called New Invernefs. 

In February, 1736, Mr. Oglethorpe, with about 990 paffen- 

ers on board two fhips, anchored inthe road of Savannah, He 
ae began building another town named Frederica. 

[1737-] A miflunderftanding fubfifting between the courts of, 
London and Madrid, and advice being fent from South-Caroli- 
na to Britain, that the Spaniards at St. Auguftine and the Ha- 
vannah were making preparations for attacking Georgia, the 
government, at the requeit of the truftees, fent thither a regi- 
ment of 600 men, any of whom at the end of feven years might 
have a regular difcharge, and be entitled toa grant of twenty 
acres of land. The parliament this year granted the colony an- 
other fupply of 20,000]. which enabled the truftees to fend over 
a frefh embarkation of perfecuted proteftants, | 

On the breaking out of the war between England and Spain, 
Mr. Oglethorpe, being invelted with a general’s command, pro- 
ceeded with a body of troops to attack St. Auguftine in 1740, 
but the expedition proved unfortunate. | | 

In 1742 Georgia was invaded by about 5000-Spaniards and 
Indians from St. Auguftine, in about fifty veffels of various 
kinds, who were repulfed by the general at the head of the Eng- 
lith forces, anda fmall body of Indians. Had the Spanifh de- 
fcent proved fuccefsful, the Carolinians muft have been in im- 
minent danger: but the general’s guod conduét fecured them, 


and 
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and he received congratulatory letters of thanks from feveral of 
the American governors, for. his great and important fervices*. 
On the review of whatyyou have read, you will note, that the 
colonifts were very early in declaring, that they ought not to be 
taxed, but by their own general courts, and that they confidered 
fubjection to the a€ts of a parliament in which they had no re- 
prefentatives from themfelves, as a hard{hip—that like true born 
Enghihmen, when grievoutly oppreiled by governors or others, 
they refifted, depofed, and banilhed; and would nat be quieted 
till grievances complained of were redre{led—and that not a co- 
jlony, Georgia excepted, was fettled at the expence of govern- 


ment. Toward the fettlement of the latt, parliament granted 
56,0001, at three different periods. 


1S eee Re : 


7 


“Roxbury, July 9, 1772. 


rE SHE prefent letter begins with fome fpecial colonial tranfac- 

tions fubfequent to the glorious revolution. Upon infor. 
mation of the acceflion of William and Mary, the fort at New- 
York was feized by the rabble, while the heutenant governor 
Nicholfon and the council waited with anxiety for orders to pro- 
claim their new fovereign, On this occafion, Jacob Leifler 
placed himfelf at the head of the infurgents ; and notwithftand. 
ing the proteft of the council, poffefled himfelf by force of a let- 
ter tranfmitted by king William to the leutenant governor, or 
to fuch as for the time executed the law, and initantly affumed the 
name and exerted the authority of governor, He convened two 
{effions of aflembly in 1690, which pafled various Jaws. But 
colonel Sloughter, who had been appointed governor in Auguil, 
1689, arriving in March, 1691 Letiler was made prifoner, and, 
with others, condemned for treafon and murder: he and his 
principal advifer were executed, A legal general affembly was 
now convened. The precaution taken in the declaration and 
bill of rights, by the convention and parliament, to flate the 
claims of Englifhmen, might naturally induce the Yorkers to 


* Modern Univerfal Hiftery, Vol. 4h. p. 454-463: 1763. 
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propofe fomewhat fimilar for themfelves, had there been no 
prior propenfity to that bufinefs. But the prevailing opinion of 
the colonifts naturally diétated to them the feizing of the prefent 
favorable opportunity. ‘The New-York general aflembly patied 
«an aét, declaring what are the rights and privileges of their 
- majefty’s fubjects within the province.” The law enatts, “ That 
the fupreme legiflative power and authority under their majeities, 
{hall for ever be, and refide in a governor and council, appoint- 
ed by their majefties, their heirs and fucceflors ; and the people 
by their reprefentatives met and convened in general affembly.” 
It further enacts, ‘* That no aid, tax, tallage, &c. whatfoever, 
Shall be lard, affeffed, levied, or required, of or on any ther ma- 
Jefties fubjects within the province, &c. or their eftates, upon any 
manner of colour or pretence whatfoever, but by the act and confent 
of the governor and council, and reprefentatives of the people, in 
general affembly met and convened.” ‘Vhis memorable act was a 
virtual declaration, that the inhabitants of the colony had a right 
to be reprefented in aifembly, and enjoyed it not as a privilege, 
through the grace*of the crown*. Six years after, in 1697, a 
negative was put upon the att, probably by the regency, while 
the King was abfent, which was from April the 26th, to the 
middle of November, when he returned after the peace of 
Rylwick-was fettled. 

The Maffachufetts petitioned for a renewal of their former 
charter, but it could not be obtained; and many reafons were 
afligned for not granting it, among the reft, its giving them no 

ower to lay taxes and raife money, efpecially on inhabitants 
not being of the company, and on firangers coming to or trading 
With them. One of the chief aéts of delinquency alledged in the 
writ of /cire facias, iffued againil their former charter, was, their 
having leveed money of the inhabitants. 7 

[1691.] King Widham and queen Mary granted a new char- 
ter, in which Plymouth, the Main, Acadia or Nova-Scotia, and 
the tratt lying between Nova-Scotza and the Main, were annex- 
ed to and made a part of the Ma/Jachu/fetts. It was complained of, 
as being not much more than a jhadow of the old; feeing that the 

appointment of the governor, lieutenant-governor, fecretary, and 
all the officers of the adntiralty, was velled in the crown; that the 
power of the militia was wholly in the hands of his majefiy’s gover. 
nor as captain general ; that all judges, juitices, and theriffs, were 
to be nominated by the governor, with the advice of the council ; 
that the governor had a negative upon the choice of counfellors ; 
that all laws enatted by the general aflembly, were to be fent 


* William Smith’s Hiftory of New. York, p. 75. 
home 
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home for the royal approbation or difallowance ; and that no 
laws, ordinances, elections, or afis of government whatfoever, 
were to be of any validity, without the confent of the governor 
fignified in writing. The new charter, however, conterred on 
the inhabitants a number of very important privileges, and was 
to be preferred to the old in many refpefts. ‘They were inform- 
ed by the beft civilians, that their religious hberties were for ever 
fecured ; and that they could be touched by no tax or law, but of 
their own making ; which had a good effeét in quieting them 
under the variations to which they objected. 

[1692.| The firft att of the Majfachu/etts \egiflature, after 
the arrival of the charter, was a kind of Magna Charta, affert- 
ing and fetting forth their general privileges, and this claufe 
was among the reft, * No aid, tax, tallage, affef{ment, cuftom, 
loan, benevolence, or impofitron whatfoever, fhalt be laid, affeffed, 
impofed, or levied on any of his majefty's Jubjects, or theur éftates, 
on any pretence whatever, but by the ack and confent of the gover- 
nor, courcil and reprefentatives of the people affembled tn general 
court.’ The general court patied others favorable to liberty, 
which were perufed by the minifters of England at a diftant pe- 
riod; and with the preceding, difallowed of by the regency in 
1695. In December the reatons of this diflent were tranfmutted 
to the governor and council. The following extract from the 
letter fent by the committee of planiations 1s fubjoined, becautie 
of its being fo extraordinary and decifive: ‘“ Whereas, by the 
att for fecuring the liberty of the fubject, and preventing illegal 


granted, in ke manner as is appointed by the ftatute of 34 
Charles II. in England, which privilege has not yet been grant- 
ed in any of his majefty’s plantations ; it was not thought 1n his 
majelly’s abfence, that the {aid aét {hould be continued in force, 
and therefore the fame hath been repealed.” 

The above extraét makes this a proper place for mentioning, 
that the ancient colonifts being deftitute of perfonal fecurity, for 
want of an Habeas Corpus att, were in fome provinces gric- 
voufly oppreffed. Edward Randolph, furveyor general during 
the reign of William If. reprefented their condition to the board 
of trade, March 1700; and among other beneficial regulations, 
he recommended ‘That it being the practice of governors to 
imprifon the fubjefts without bail, the Habeas Corpus aét fhould 


accordingly foon after conferred on Virginia by queen Anne. 
‘he council, in their addrefs faid upon the occafion, ‘“ We, the 
council of Virginia, acknowledge your majeity’s late favour, 1n 


allowing us the benefit of the Habeas Corpus aét,, and in ap- 
pointing 


imprifonments, the writ of Habeas Corpus 1s required to be, 


be extended as fully to the colonies as it is in England.” It was. 


SH 
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pointing courts of oyer and terminer, for the more f{peedy exe- 
cution of juilice, and relief from long imprifonments.” The 
lower houle in theirs, faid, “‘ We the burgeffes now aflembled, 
do befeech your Majefty to accept our fincere thanks, for your 
many favors beftowed on your fubjeéts of this colony. We 
{hall not pretend to enumerate the particulars, ner can we omit 
mentioning thefe lately communicated to us by your majefty’s 
royal inftruétions to your governor, wherein you have ailerted 
to your fubjetts their legal rights and properties, by allowing 
them the Habeas Corpus aft *.” 

The extenfion of the Habeas Corpus aét to the plantations 
by queen Anne, appears to have been only by infiruétions to the 
governors, and not by any aét of parliament. By what preroga- 
tive could fhe extend that aét to the colonifts, were they not be- 
fore entitled to its benefit? If entitled to, it was unjuft in any 
power to deny them the advantage of the a€t; and the royal fa- 
vor to the Virginians confifted folely in the queen’s afferting to 
her Jubjects their legal rights and properties, (as the burgeffes ex- 
preifed Serer hy giving fuitable directions on the bufinefs. 
The high fenfe of colonial liberty exhibited by the York and 
Maffachufetts general courts, was oppofed by the Englifh yo- 
vernment. 

[ 1696.] An a& was paffed by the parliament, declaring that 
“All laws, bye-laws, ufages and cuftoms, which fhall be in 
practice in any of the plantations, repugnant to any law made or 
to be made in this kingdom relative to the faid plantations, fhall 
be void and of none effeét.” 

There might be no defign on the part of the miniftry of tax- 
ing any of the colonies ; but ebout 1696, a pamphlet was pub- 
hi{hed, recommending the laying a parliamentary tax on one of 
them. It was anfwered by two others much read; which totally 
denied the power of taxing the colonies, becauie they had no re- 
prefentation in parliament to give confent. No anfwer, public 
or private, was given to thefe pamphlets ; no cenfure paffed up- 
on them ; men were not ftartled at the doétrine, as either new 
or illegal, or derogatory to the rights of parliament t. 

Though the parliament might not then claim the right of tax- 
ing, they claimed the right of punifhing difcbedience to their . 
laws, with the lofs of charter rivileges. Inthe 11th of Wilham 
III. an aft was pafled [ 1699 | for the trial of pirates in America, 


in which there is the following claufe, ‘“ Be it further declared, 


| that if any of the governors, or any perfor or perfons in autho- 
rity there, fhall refufe to yield obedience to this a@, fach refufal is 


* Chalmers’s Political Annals. 
ft Lord Camden’s Speech ia April 1766. 
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hereby declared to be 4. forfeiture of all and every the charters 
granted for the government OF propriety of fuch plantation.” — 

’ Severity is amped upon the very face of the at, in making 
the difobedience of a governor, the forfeiture of a charter, meant 
to fecure the liberties of thoufands, who might not have any 
the leaft power of preventing fach difobedience. ‘The proprie- 
ties and charter colonies were {o difinclined to admit of appeals 
to his majefly in council, and were thought fo to thirfl after in- 
dependence, that thefe and other objections: againft them were 
laid before the parliament, [170 1 | and a bill thereupon brought 
- into the houfe of lords for re-uniting the right of government in 

thofe colonies to’ the crown: but better councils prevailed, and 
“matters were left unaltered. Some are for bringing as a prece- | 
dent for the parliament's raifing a revenue from the colonies, 
what was pafled in 1710, viz. © An aét for eftablifhing a genc- 
ral poft-office for all her mayelly’s dominions, and for fettling a 
weekly fum out of the revenues thereof, for the fervice of the 
war and other her majeity’s occafions.” By this att the poltage 
of England, Scotland, Ireland, and America were confolidated, 
to the end, that a general poft-oflice might be eftablifhed through 
Great_Britain and Ireland, her colonies and plantations in North- 
America and the Welt-Indies, and all her other dominions, in 
fach manner as might be mott beneficial to the people ; and that 
the revenue arifing ‘om the faid office might be better improved. 

The confolidation made a new at necellary ; and afforded the 
opportunity of advancing the rates of letters. The weekly fum 

amounted to 7ool. and was to be paid out of the revenue for 32 
years : the payment was made perpetual in the third year of her 
fucceffor, having been, foon after grated, ppropriated by ano- 
ther a&t toward paying off, with intereft at“fix per cent. the prin- 
cipal of 9,602,2001. which government borrowed of the public. 
By the act, the pott-riders carrying the mail, were exempted 
from paying any thing for paffing the ferries in North-America, 
and the ferryman was fubjetted to a penalty of five pounds, if 
he did not convey ‘them over within half an. hour after demand. 
Whatever power over the colonies, the parliament might ex- 
ercife in the act, the diflimilanity between this and the Ingar att, 
paffed in 1764, will not admit of the former's being quoted, with: 
propriety, as a precedent for the latter. The coloniits were in 
no wife uneafy at ii, and confidered not the American potlage 
in the light of an ‘nternal tax, defigned for the raifing of a re- 
venue from them; for it was but a few comparatively who were 
affected by it ; and thefe were accoramodated in the conveyance 
of their letters, received a full equivalent for the poltage of ath 
7 anc 


<*% eth hee ae ae adic Z 
‘ ; Bett ata ft ie hee BG RAE 


A.D.1690.} AMERICAN REVOLUTION. — &% 


and were not bound to fend them by the public poft; when they 
preferred a private conveyarice. 

In refpeét to the readinefs of the colonies to co-operate wit 
each other and the mother country, for the general good, they 
manifefted the fame as occafion required. 

[1690.] The Maffachufetts general court wrote to the feveral 
governors of the neighbouring colonies, defiring them to appoint 
commiflioners ‘‘ to meet, advife, and conclude upon fuitable 
methods in affifting each other, for the fafety of the whole land.” 
The governor of New-York was requetted to fignify the fame to 
Maryland, and parts adjacent. 

The commiffioners met on the 1ft of May, at New-Yorf, and 
were fliled a Congre/s, as may be concluded trom the following 
paragraph in Mr. Stoughton’s letter of October 20, 1693, to Lord 


Notiinzham*: “ I crave leave further to acquaint your lordfhip. 
8 q it Ps 


that the governor of New-Yort having written unto his excellen- 


cy the governor here, fignifying his appointment of a mecting 

De 4 (g Bet 258y ie ey 
at New-York, upon the firfl Weduefday of this month, of com- 
miflioners from the feveral governments of New:England, Vir- 
gua, &c. to concert and agree upon a certain guota of men and 
money, for the defence of Albany, Sc. in oblervance of their 


majefties commands ; it happened to be at fuch a time, and un- 


der fuch a conjuntture of affairs here, that no meet perfons could 


be procured to attend that Congre/s.” It does not appear, that 
there was any congrefs between the two periods. It may alfo 
be obferved, that the firfl was procured at the motion of the Muf- 


_ fechufetts general court, formed, from the neceflity of the day, 


upon the vacated charter, before a new one was granted; and 


that the motion originated in the court, from zeal for the coma 


mon fafety of the colonies, without any interpofition of their 
matefiies command. We meet with no congrefs prior to whaé 


was thus procured. 
[O&t. 14, 1709.| At the defire of colonel Vetch, there was a 


| conyrefs of feveral governors, with fome of their council and 


sea en : : ct 3 
allembly, to confult upon the intended expedition againtt Canada, 


and to refolve on methods for fecuring the frontiers. . 
[Oct. 31, 1711.] The Muffachufetts houle of affembly, as 


the motion of lieuienant-general Nechol/on, advifed, to a con- 


_yrefs of her maijefty’s governors, attended with fuch perfons. ag 
#8 a ae hs ph : PE 
_ the governments might appoint. The council appointed two, 


and the houfe three, out of their refpective bodies, to attend the 
governor to congrefs, which appears to have met afterward at 
New-London. 

* Hutchinfon’s Hiflory, Vol. IT. p. 74 
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But though the condué of the Maffachufetts, 19 their exerti- 


ons for the general good, was highly commendable, their behavi- 
our afterward, in their own colonial affairs, under governo®, 
Shute, was greatly ‘cenfured. | h, 
[1722.| The houle of affembly attempted to take from colo- 
- nel Shute, thofe powers in matters relative to the war, which 
belonged to him by the conftitution, and to velt them in a com- 
mittee of the two houles. They by degrees acquired, from the. 
governor and council, the keys of the treafury ; and no momes 
could ke iffued, not fo much as to pay an exprels, without the 
ote of the houfe for tltat purpofe - whereas, by the charter, all 
nonies were to be paid out of the treafury, “ by warrant from. 
‘the governor, with the advice and confent of the council.” - 
The minillry were greatly offended at the governor's being, 


made uneafy ; for colonel Shute was known at court and the ot- » 


fices of flatey under the charaéter of a very worthy gentleman, 
of a fingular good temper, fitted to make any people under his. 
command happy. When, therefore, they found the contrary’ 
inthe Maffachufetts, they concluded, that the people wifhed to 
have no governor from Great- Britain, but wanted to be imdepen- 
dent of the crown. The cry of the city of Lendon ran exceeding- 
ly againft them ; and a {cheme, that had been Iong planned’ tor- 
faking away the charter, had nearly been executed ; but was for-. 
tunately fruftrated by the indefatigable pains of Mr. Dummer, 
their then agent. Their own council at home were obliged to a. 
confeflion of their illegal proceedings. [ Jan. 15, 172 5yf AD 
explanatory charter was prepared, propofed, and accepted. Had. 
it not been accepted, the defign) was to have fubmitted to the 
confideration of the Britifh legiflature, “ What further provill- 


on may be neceflary to fupport and preferve his majefly’s autho - 


vity in the colony, and prevent fimilar invafions of his preroga~ 
sive for the future*.” 

It had been nufual to give inftruétions to the feveral governors, 
to recommend to the aflembly, the eftablifhing of a falary fuitable 
to the dignity) of their poft ; but the houfe had always declined, 
_ complying, prudently apprehentive, that difagreeable confequences 
might enfue, from the independency of the governor on the peo- 
ple over whom he was placed. Thefe inftruétions were renewed 
when governor Burnet was appointed to the chair, who adhering: 
to them, and fhowing a Sxed determination not to part with go-. 
vernmental rights, warm. difputes followed between, him and the 


-% Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. IL. p. 271, 29°, 79 4,398. and governor 
Burnev’s Speech to the Maflachulents general coust, in the Maflachu- 
feits Records for 1723. i 
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houfe of reprefentatives ; whofe treatment of him was fo unware 
rantable, that the council board, [1729 | within a week after the 
affair, expreffed their concern at the unbecoming and undutifid 
treatment given to his excellency, in the meifage of the houfe, 
on the fixth of December. — | 

In divers inftances, they fhowed fuch a difpefition to encroach 
upon the prerogative, to wrangle with their governors, aud to 
difpute with the crown, that the miniftry, and other perfons 1n 
public offices, as is natural for thofe who look for fubmiffive 
compliance, were much irritated ; and improved to the utmoit, 
all advantages to excite prejudices againft them. | 
_ it was fuggefted, that they were aiming at independence ; and 
jealoufies were raifed in the minds of forme, that there was dan- 
ger of the colonies fetting up for themfelves. Neverthelefs, it 
was certain that fuch a fcheme appeared to the whole country, 
wild and extravagant ; becaufe of the univerfal loyalty of the peo- 
ple, beyond what was to be found in any other part of the Bri- 
tifh dominions, together with the infancy of the colonies, and 
their being diflin€t’ from one another in forms of government, 
religious rites, emulation of trade, and, confequently, their af- 
iections ; fo that it was not fuppofable, that they could unite in 
io dangerous an enterprife*. 

However, when the Majfachufetts petitioned the houfe of com- 
mons, praying that they might be heard by council on the fub- 
ject of grievances, the houfe took that opportunity of difcover- 
ing how jealous it was of the kingdom’s fupremacy, and un- 
controllable authority over the colony : for the commons having 
confidered the matter, refolved ‘“* That the petition was fri- 
volous and groundlefs, a high infult upon his majefy’s gyovern- 
ment, and tending to hake off the dependency of the fait colony 
upon this kingdom, to which, ta daw and reght, they ought to ve 
— fubjet.” | | | 

The colonies might obje€& to fome atts paffed refpecting them, 
particularly—The a€t prohibiting the cytting down of pitch and 
tar trees, not being within a fence or enclofure—The ati pro- 
hibiting the exportation of hats made in the colonies, even from 
one colony to another; and reftraining all makers of hats from 
taking more than two apprentices at a time, or any for lefs than 
_ feven years, and entirely from employing negroes in the bufineis 
-—The aét for the more eafy recovery of debts in his majefty’s 
plantations and colonies in America, which made houfes, lands, 
negroes, and other real eflates afleis for the payment of debts. 
It was paffed in 1732, upon the petition of the Englith merchants 

* Meffachufetts Records for 1729 and 1731, Hutch'nfon’s Hiftory, 
Vol. LL. p. 355, 360-363. . 
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trading to the cilonies, who complained, that im Virginia and 
Jamaica, a privilege was claimed to exempt their houles, lands, 
tenements, and negroes, from being attached for debt: the 
lords of trade at the fame tims reprefented, that the aflembhies 
ot thofe colonies could never be induced to diveft themfelves of 
thele privileges by any act of thar own. But whatever objetti- 
ons were made to the above atts, no general mea{ure was adopt- — 
ed to obtain their repeal. They continued in being ; but the 
hatters aft was difreyarded » and methods were deviled for fel- 
ling the preuibited trees, when the neighbourhood wanted a fup- 
ply. The operation of the att defigned for the benefit of credi- 
tors, Was too Oiten, as in other countries, weakened or evaded 
by the difnoneft debtor. Men of principle gave themfelves little 
concern about its exiltence, as they had nothing to fear from it, 
and knew that the fame was intended to prevent perfons being 
cheated out of their property. ) 

The fugar colonifts combined together, and obtained an act 
againit the trade carried on from the Britifh northern provinces 
to the Dutch and French colonies, for foreign rum, fugar, and 
molaffes. The aét palled in 1733, laid a duty of nine-pence 
a gallon on rum, fix-pence a gallon on molaffes, and five pounds 
on every hundred weight of fugar, that came not from the Bri- » 
tifh Wedt-india iflands, and were brought into the northern co- 
lonies. It was protetiedly defigned as a prohibition from the 
foreign iflands; but did not anfwer. It was found expedient, 
and for the general benefit, to admit of the molafles, &c. being 
moiftly run into the colonies, without infifting upon the duties, 
or making frequent {eizures. The-att unhappily produced an 
illegal {pirit of trading ; but was continued by fublequent ones 
down to 1761; when the duty on the molafles was reduced to 
ihree-pence, to prevent its being run any longer. The aét did 
not appropriate the monies to be raifed by the duties, fo that 
when, in length of time, there was a fum in the hands of the 
receiver worth remitting, a demur enfued as to the applica. 
tion of it. | 

The monies produced by this and other a€ts, were not confi- 
dered .as real taxes, either by the colonies or the mother coun- 
try. But fome perions wifhed to have taxes impefed upon 
them, which would neceffarily prodice many cood polts and 
places in America for courtiers ; and during the war with Spain, 
which broke out in 1739, 2 {cheme for taxing the Britifh colo- 
pics was mentioned to Sir Robert Walpole. He {miled, and faid, 
« Twill leave that to fome of my fucceffors, who have more 
courage than I have, and are lefs friends to commerce than I 
am. Jt has been a maxim with me, during my adminiftration, 

te 
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to encourage the trade of the American colonies in the utmolt 
latitude; nay, it has been neceflary to pals over ome irregulari- 
ties in their trade with Europe: tor, by encouraging them to an 
extenfive growing foreign commerce, if they gain 500,001. I 
am convinced, that in two years afterwards full 2 50,000. of their 
gains will be in his majeity’s exchequer, by the labour and pro- 
duce of this kingdom, as immente quantities of every kind of 
our manufa€tures go thither; and as they increafe in their foreign 
American trade, more of our produce will be wanted. This is 
taxing them more agreeably to their own conflitution and ours.” 

Had the {cheme for taxing the colonies been aitempted, it 
would have occafioned a ferment, that muft have prevented thole 
exertions in the common caufe. which were given into by the 
New Englanders, ef{pecially the Bay-men, fo the inhabitants of 
the men Bay are frequently called. 

War being declared againit Spain a requifition of troops was 
made to the Ma/fachu/etts, and a larger number raifed and em- 
barked on his majefty’s fervice than was required, of whom, 
{carce one in fifty returned. | 

(1744.] Upon receiving the declaration of war with France, 
the general court, then fitting, made immediate provifion for 
raifing forces for Annapolis in Nova Scotia: they happily arrived 
in feafon ; and were the probable means of faving the country. 
Divers times afterward, Nova Scotia, when attacked by the French, 
was relieved by the Bay-men; fo that during that unprofperous 
war, poffeflion was always kept of it for the crown of Great- 
Britain. 3 ; . Bia 

1745.] But the moft important fervice to be mentioned, 1s 
the reduétion of Louzf/burg. Governor Sfirley’s heart was 


fet upon effecting it. He prevailed upon the two houfes to 


lay themfelves under an oath of fecrecy: and then communicated 


his plan of the expedition. A committee was appointed to con- 


fider it, and were feveral days in deliberation. After mature 
confideration, a majority difapproved of the propofal. ‘The re- 
port was accepted, and the members of the court laid afide all 
thoughts of the expedition. By the governor's influence proba- 
bly, as well as with his approbation, a petition from a number of 
merchants was prefented to the houfe of repreientatives, praying 


~ a re-confideration of their vote, and their agreement to the gover« 


nor’s propofal. A fecond committee reported in favor of it.— 
The report was debated in the houfe the whole day. It 1s re- 
markable, that Mr. Odzver* fell down, and broke his leg, while 
going to the houfe, with a full defion of oppofing the expedition. 


* The prefent lieutenant governor, [1772-] 


we His 
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His prefence would have made a majority, and over-fet it; but — 
this accident occafioned his abfence ; and upon the divifion in the © 
houfe at night, the numbers were equal. “The Speaker, Thomas 
Hutchinfon, efg;* was called upon to give the calling vote; 
which he did in favor of it; though he oppofed it when in the 
committee. He was, probably, prevailed upon thus to vote, 
that he might fecure the favor of the governor, and render him- 
{elf the more popular. hi | ye 
[Jan.25.| The point being now fettled, there is an immedi 
ate union of both parties; and all are equally zealous in carrying 
the defign into execution. Meffengers are difpatched as far as 
Pennfyluania, to entreat the junétion of the feveral governments 
in the expedition. All excufe themifelves, except Connecticut, | 
New-Hamp/hire, and Rhode-Ifland. The firit agrees to raife 500 
men, the other two 300 each. Couneclicut and Rhode-Ifland 
confent alfo, that their colony floops fhall be employed as 
 cruilers. | | 
The time for preparing is fhort. But the winter proves fo — 3 
favorable, that all kinds of out-door bufinefs is carried on as 
well, and with as great difpatch, as at any other feafon, The 
appointment of a general officer is of the utmoft confequence.— 
He mutt be acceptable to the body of the people; the inliftment 
depends upon this circumftance. ‘ It is not eafy to find a perfon, 
thus qualified, willing te accept. Colonel Pepperrell + has the 
offer from the governor; but is rather preffed into the fervice, 
than engages voluntarily. His example, in quitting for the pre-’ 
{ent his extenfive mercantile bufinefs, has confiderable influence; 
and induces inferior officers, and even private foldiers, to quit 
their fmaller concerns, for the fervice of their country. Go- 
vernor Wentworth, of New-Hamplthire, offers. afterward to 
tak- the command of the expedition, ‘Two or three gentlemen 
of prudence and judgment, are confulted upon the eccafion, by 
governor Shirley, who finds them clearly of opinion, that any 
alteration of the prefent command would be attended with the 
reateft rifk, of entirely difgufting both the Maflachufetts affem- 
Fly and foldiers¢. By the efforts of a general exertion in all 
orders of men, the armameit is ready, fails, and arrives at Can/o 
the fourth of April. The Bay-men confift of 3,250 troops, ex- 
clufive of commiffion officers. The New-Hampfhire forces, 304, 
including officers, arrived four days before. The Connecticut, 
being 516 inclufive, arrive on the 2 sth. The 300 Rhode-Iland; 
ers do not arrive till the place has furrendered, _ By Send 
* The prefent governor, [1772-] 


+ Grandfather of the prefent Sir William Pepperre'l, [1787-] 
j Governor Shirley's letter of February 16, 1744+ | 
- Toward 


| ther a general ftorm is really intended or not, the French feem 
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Toward the end of the month, commodore Warren arvives 
from the Welt-Indies, with a fixty gun fhip, and two of forty; 
and joins another of forty, which had reached Can/o the day be- 
fore, in confequence of his orders, received while under fail 
from Port/mouth in New-Hampflare on her way to Britain. ‘The 
men of war fail immediately tocruife before Low/burg. The forces 
foon follow, and land at Chapeaurouge bay the laft day of April. 
The tranfports are difcovered from the town early in the morn- 
ing, which gives the inhabitants the firft knowledge of the 
defign. 

The fecond day after landings, 400 men march round, behind 
the hills, tothe north-eaft harbour, where they get about mid- 
night, amd fire all the houfes and ftore-houfes, until they come 
within a mile of the grand-battery. The clouds of thick fmoke, 
proceeding from the pitch, tar, and other combuftibles, prevent 
the garrifon’s . difcovering the enemy, though but a few rods 
diftant. They expett the army upon them, and defert the fort, 


_ having thrown their powder into a well; but the cannon and 


fhot are left, and prove of fervice to the Americans. A party, 
lefs than twenty, come up to the battery the next morning early ; 
and feeing no figns of men, fufpeét a plot, and are atraid to 


- enter. At length, an Jedian, fora pint of rum, ventures in a- 
_Toné through an embrafure, and difcovers the flate of it to the 


reft, juft as a number of French are relanding to recover pof- 
feffion. The army has near two miles to tranfport their can- 
non, mortars, &c. through a morafs. This:muft be done by 
mere dint of labour. ‘The hardieit and frongetft bodies are em- 
ployed, and the fervice performed, agreeable to the advice of 
major Ezekiel Gilman, of Exeter, who having been ufed to draw 
the mails over the fwamps, propofed making fleds to put the 
cannon, &c. upon, and then yoking the men together for draught. 
The men know nothing of regular approaches. They make 


merry with the terms, zzgzags and cpaulements ; and taking ad- 


vantage of the night, go on, void of art, in their own na- 
tural way. 

While the forces are bufy afhore, the men of war, and othér 
yellels, are cruifing off the harbour, when the weather permits; 
and on the eighteenth of May; capturea French {txty-four gun 


fhip, having 560 men on board, and ftores of all forts for the ° 


garrifon, ‘Phis prize, with the arrival of other Britifh fhips, 
make the commodore’s fleet eleven by the twe!fth of June, con- 
filling of a64, four of 60 guns, one of 50, and five of 40. Ie 


- 18 given out, that an attack will be made by fea with the dhips, 


on the eighteenth, while the army do the like by land. Whe- 


ta 


9 Tur HISTORY or tue [4 D. 1748. 


to expe it, from the preparations on board the men of wary 
and do not incline to ftand it. On the fifteenth, a flag of truce 
is fent to the general, defiring a ceffation of hoftilities, that they 
may confider of articles for a capitulation. Time 1s allowed ; 
but their articles are rejected by the general and commodore, 
and others offered, which are accepted by the French, and hof- . 
tagesexchanged. ‘The city isdelivered up on the 17th of June. 
Butas itis the time to expeét veflels from all parts to Louifburg, 
the French flag is kept flying as a decoy. » Two Eaft-India, and 
one South-Sea thip, of the value of 600,000. fterling, are taken 
by the fquadren, at the mouth of the harbour, into which they 
undoubtedly meant to enter. 

_ The weather proved remarkably fine during the fiege: the 
day after the furrender, the rains began and continued ten days 
inceffantly, which would undoubtedly have proved fatal to the 
expedition, had not the capitulation. prevented. It is not of 
material confequence for us to determine, whether the land ox 
fea force had the greatelt fhare in the reduction of Lous/burg.— 
Neither would have fucceeded alone. But there was, certainly, 
the flrongeft evidence of agenerous, noble, public fpirit, in the 
New-Englanders, which firft inclined them to the undertaking, 
and of a firmnels of mind in the profecution of it; for the labour, 
fatigue, and other hardihips of the fiege, were without parallel 
in all. preceding American operations *. The paying of the — 
charges of this expedition in 1748, leifens not the merit of the — 
New-England attempt ; for they began it when they had no — 
promife, and very little profpeét of being reimburfed. Had it 
not fucceeded, they would not have been reimburfed, and mutt 
therefore have been involved in the greatelt diftrefs. This they 
forefaw, and yet cheerfully ran the rilk for the public fervice.— 
It would have coft the crown double the fum paid the New- 
England governments, to have fent an armament from Great- 
Britain for the reduGtion of the fame place. The colonies met 
with a heavy lofs, not eafily repaired, in the deftruttion of the 
flower of their youth, by camp fevers, other fickneffes, the — 
hardfhips and diftretles of the fiege. Of how much importance 
Louifburg was in the opinion of the French, appeared frora 
their demanding two hoftages of the firft nobility in Britain, as 
pledges for its reftitution. | 


* Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. If. p. 407---420- The above account 
varies from Elutchinion’s, being corrected 1m iome inftances, froma 
manufcript copy of the Hiftory of the Redu@ion of Louilburg, fent dy 
Mr. Shirley, to the duke of Neweallle ; and improved ia others trom 
infogmation given ine, ; 

Should 
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Should you hereafter read, “The leading men in the govern- 
ment of the Ma/fachu/etts, having been guilty of certain mal- 
practices, for which they were in danger of being called to an 
account, projected the expedition againft Cape Breton, in order 
to divert the ftorm: and proving fuccefsful, the Englith nation 
was fo overjoyed, that they forgot every other idea in the gene- 
ral tranfport, fo that the planners and condu@ors of the éxpedi-. 
tion, inflead of being called to an account for former mifde- 
meanors, found themfelves careffed anid applauded’’—believe jt 
not—efpecially fhould the writer give “ this public notice, I 
build nothing upon the prefent narration ; and I only offer it 
(becaufe not corroborated by fuflicient evidencé) as a probable 
cafe, and as my own opinion*.” Should he be a D. D. you 
may think it would have heen well for him to have recollected 
the complaint of Jeremiah, “I heard the defaming of many ; 
report, /ay they, and we will report :” and fo to have been filent 
on the head of Cape Breton. Should you judged it uncharitable 
to retort upon him; yet you may deem it juft to rémind him of 
his own, do you find ‘him ufing fuch like expreflions as thefe, 
“As I never believed Dr. Franklin in any public miattér, ex- 
cepting in his ele€trical experiments, I was refolved to fee with 
my own eyes, whether what he advanced was true or not, having, 
a itrong fufpicion that he fibbed defiynedly, liké Sir Lfenry Wot- 
éon'sembatlador, patria caufa +.” ne alles 
But to return, the year after thé reduGtion of Louibure, 
[ 1746. ] Great-Britain entertained the defign of reducing Canada; 
and requifitions were made to the colonies, from New-Hamp- 
fhire to Virginia inclufive. It was expected, that they fhould 
raileat leaft 5,000 men: they voted 8,200; and the Ma ffachufetts, 
to the amount of 9,500, were ready to embark by the middle of 
July, about fix weeks from the fr notice t. Though the éx- 
pedition was not profecuted ; this did not leffen the merit of the 
colonies, in preparing to fecond the views of the Britith go. 
vernment. ; 
[1748.] No fooner were the diftrefes of war clofed, by the 
renewal of peace; than the colonifts, particularly of New Eng- 
land, were alarmed with the report of a American Epifcopacy ; 
which it was the moft earneft déefire of Dr. Thomas Seeker, lave 
-archbifhop of Canterbury, to eftablith. The Doétor, when bi- 
fhop of Oxford, in his fermon before the fociety for propagating 
the gofpel, &c. “ began thofe inveftives againft the eolonifis and 
_ their-religious character, which have beeti unwarily continued, 
-and were founded entirely upon mifintormations, and mifre- 


* See the poffcript of Dean Tucker’s humble ed trefs. 
+ The Dean’s letrer to Edmund Burke, efq; p. 27. 
# Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. I. D. ADA, 
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prefentations of interefted perfons, the mifficnaries efpecially, 
svho found their account in abufing better chriftians than them- 

folves*.? This conduct had not the leaft tendency to reconcile 

them to the project, but the dire€t contrary ; and argued a fecret 

bitterne(s of {pirit, which promifed no great moderation, if the 

fcheme of epileopifing fieceeded. The talk of introducing bi- 

{hops into America, was very wari among the epifcopalians in 

Conneticut ; and it is not an uncharitable conjecture, that it 

originated from, or was promoted by the zeal of bifhop Secker-. 

During the height of the converfation, a worthy divine, now 

at Rhode Ifland, had the hopes of a bifhopric held out to him, 

fo induce him to turn epifcopalian, though without effect. The 

colonifts had reafon to dread the introduction of epifcopacy, for 

it could not be thought, it fhould come unaccompanied with fuch 

a degree of civil power, as would at length trample upon the. 
rights of other denominations. An extenfive and united hierar- 

chy, however named, when armed with civil authority and in 

alliance with flate power, is a dangerous engine, if under the 

direétion of a crafty politician. ‘The failure of the epifcopifing 

project, at this period, might be owing in a great meafure, to_ 
the part the deffenting deputation acted upon the occafion: for 

which the repretentatives of the Malfachufetts-Bay returned them 

their thanks, ina meflage figned by the fpeaker t. But though 

the colonies were relieved from this caufe of yneafinefs, they 

were laid under another, by the parliament's paffing an act, en- 

atting, “ That from and after the twenty fourth of June, 1750, 

no inl! or other engine, tor, fitting ot rolling of trom, or any plat- 

ing forge, to work with a tii hammer, or any furnace for mak- 

ing fteel, (all be ereéted ; or, after fuch ereétion, contimued zz 

any of has majesty s colonies un America.” 

The four New England colonies however, had no jutt reafon 
tocomplain, when the power of parliament paffed an att [ange | 
“to regulate and reftrain paper bills of credit in faid governments, 
and to prevent the fame being legal tenders in payment of mo- 
ney;’’ as they had made the att abfolutely neceflary, that fo Bri- 
tifh creditors might be. (ecured from being defrauded by a legal 
tender of a depreciated and depreciating paper currency. . 

The year alter the peace, a grant of 600,000 acres of the fineft 
American land, in the neighbourhood of the Ohio, was made out 
to. ceriain noblemen, merchants, and others, of Weftminfter, 


London, and Virginza, who affociated under the title of the Ohvo 


Cc 


Company. ‘The governor of Canada obtained early intellivence 
Ly g g 


* See a colleétion of letters and effays in favor of public liberty, in 
three Vols. printed for W ilkie, Vol. ILI. p. 345 42- 
4 See afhort aec.unt of the proceedings of the deputationy Pp. 9- 


of 
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ofi it; and was alarmed with the seapubraei: that a {cheme was 
an agitation, which would forever deprive the French of the ad 
vantage ariling from the trade with the Twzghtwees, and cut off 
the communication {o beneficial to the colomes of Lowfana and 
Canada, He wrote theretore to the governors of New-York aad 
Pennfylvania, acquainting them, that the Enghth traders had 
encroached on the French territories, by trading with their [n- 
dians; and that if they did not defitt, he fhould be obliged to 
feize them wherever they were found. This was the firft time 
that either French or Britifh had pretended to any exclufive trade 
with any Indians, or even the declared friends and allies of 
either ; for it was exprefsly {tipulated at the treaty of Utrecht, 
that, on both fides, the two nations fhould enjoy full liberty of 
going and coming among the Indians of either fide, on account 
of trade; and that the natives of the Indian countries fhould, 
with the fom liberty, refort as they pleafed, to the Brith or 
French colonies, forthe purpofe of trade, itd any molelt- 
ation from either the Britith or French ful bjetis. 

The Britilh Indian trade had been carried on molly with 

Pennfylvama, by the river Sufgjuehanna +: a great part of it was 
now to be diverted into another channel by the Chiro Company ; 


_who by opening a waggon-road through the country, and build. 


ing a truck- houfe at Wall’s-creek, were providing for its being 
cartied into Virg ginia by the Patomack. The Pennfylvania trad- 
ers, jealous of the Ohio Company, were upon the watch to in- 
pure them, which foon offered, when Mr. Gif was employed 

y the company, in furveying the lands upon th se Chuo, in order to 


idee procuring 600,000 acres of the befi andmoit convenient for 


the Indian trade. He carefully concealed his detign from. the 
Indians, who were no lefs fulpicions and inguifitive; and t being 
jealous that he meant to fettle their lands, made ufe of ibreats. 
They were not pacified, till there was dbhitieted to them a pre- 
tended mefiage from the king of Great-Britain. The Pennfyl- 

vania traders, a¢iuated by revenge, informed both French and 
Indians, w hat was ihe fervice on which he was employed; and 
while he was on his progrefs, in the {pring of 1751, fome French 
partes, with their Indians, put the governor of Canada’s menace 
into execution, and [1753.1] feized the Britith traders, who 
were trading among the Lwightwees, and carried them to a fort 


they were building on the foutn fide of lake Erie. The Britifh 
alarmed at the capture of their brethren, retired to the Indian 
towns for fhelter, and the Twoghtwees, refenting the violence 
done their allies, afersbied tothe number of five or fix hundred, 
and {coured the aed tll they found three French traders en 
they fent to Penniylvamas The # ene however, determined 
to 
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to perfifl; and proceeded to build a fecond fort, about fifteen — 


miles fouth of the former, upon one of the branches of the 
Ohio. They alfo erected a fort at the conflux of the Of/zo and 
Wabache ; and thus compleated their defigned communication 
between the mouth of the M:/i/sppi and the river Sz. Lawrence. 
Nothing was done by the Pennfylvania government, fo that the 
French continued to ftrengthen themfelves without interruption ; 
and encouraged by the little notice taken of their violence, be- 
gan to feize and plunder every Britifh trader they found on any 
part of the Ohio, 

Repeated complaints were made to lieutenant governor Din- 
widdre, of Virginia; and as the Ohio Company, whofe exiftence 
depended upon {topping the French encroachments and pretenfi- 
ons on that river, had great influence there, that colony was 
prevailed upon to aét with fome vigor. 

‘The lieutenant governor having informed the houfe of burgel- 
fes, on the firft of November, that the French had erected a fort 
on the Ohio, it was refolved to fend fomebody to Mr. St. Puerre, 
the French commandant, to demand the reafon of his hoftile 
proceedings, and to require him at the fame time, to withdraw 


his forces. Major Wafhington, who was of age only on the — 


eleventh of the preceding February, offered his fervice on this 
important occafion. The diftance he had to go, was more than 
four hundred miles ; two hundred of which lay through a track- 


iefs defart, inhabited by Indians ; and the feafon was uncom-_ 


monly feyere. Notwithitanding thefe difcouraging circumftan- 
ces, the major, attended by one companion only, fat out upon 
this hazardous enterprife. He travelled from Winchelter on 
foot, carrying his proyifions on his back. Upon his arrival at 
the place of deflination and delivering his meilage, the French 
commandant refufed to comply, denied the charge of hofti- 


tides, and faid that the country belonged to the king ef France ; 
that no Englifhman hada right to trade upon any of -its rivers 5 
and that, therefore, he would feize according to orders, and 
fend prifoners to Canada, every Englifhman that fhould attempt 
to trade upon the Ohio or any of its branches. Before major 
iWVafhington had got back, or the Virginians had heard of the 
French commandant’s anfwer, they fent out proper people, pro- 
vided with materials for ere€ting a fort at the conflux of the 
Ohio and Monongahela, whom he met on his return. After 
exceflive hardfhips, and many providential efcapes, during his 
jong and tedious undertaking, he arrived fafe at Willhamf{burgh 
and gaye an account of his negociation to the houle of burgetles, 
the 14th of February following. ate 7 
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Before the Virginians had finifhed their fort, the French came 
upon them, drove them out of the country, and erected a regular 
fort on the very {pot where they had been at work. The con- 
{ent of the Indian warriors had not been gained by the Virgini- 
ans, or they would have fupported the Britifh again{t the French 
attack. 

Thefe proceedings of the French galled the Britifh miniftry. 
The Ohio Company, whofe {chemes were now demolifhed, was 
their fondling. ‘They could not fubmit to have their friends fo 
treated ; and therefore no fooner had they the news, than it was 
refolved to inflruét the colonies to oppofe the French encroach- 
ments by force of arms. ‘The inftruétions were received at Vir- 


| ginia early in the {pring of 1754. The Virginians applied to 


the other colonies for additional troops. Captain James Mac- 
Kay, with his independent company, upon the firft order, march- 
ed with the utmoit expedition from South-Carolina to their af- 
fittance. Without waiting for two independent companies from 
New-York, who were likewife ordered to affift them, the Vir- 
ginians refolved by themfelves with Mackay’s company, to op- 
pole the French encroachments ; and fent off that and three 
hundred men raifed by the colony, under the command of late 
major, but now colonel Wafhington. An engagement enfued 
between a party of French from tort Du Que/ne, whom colonel 


| Wathington attacked and defeated, on the twenty-eighth of May 
_—which put Mr. de Viler upon marching down againit him | 
_ with goo men befides Indians, and attacking him on the third of 


‘July. ~W afhington made fo brave a defers behind a-{mall 


incomplete intrenchment, called fort Neceffity, that Villier fee- 


ing what defperate men he had to deal with, and defirous of fav- 
ing his own, ofered him an honorable capitulation ; but the 
French officer was careful, in forming the articles, to throw the 
blame of the war upon the Britifh, and to make it thought that 
ihey were the aggreflors. 

The lords commiflioners for trade and plantations, had alfo 
recommended to the feveral colonies, to appoint commiflioners 
to meet each other. ‘Their lordthips defigned, that there fhould 
be a general league of friend{hip, between all the colonics, 
and the Indians, in his majefty’s name, The Maffachufetis ge- 
neral court not only acceded to the propofal, but both houles 
defired his excellency, governor Shzrley. (April1o.) “ to pray 


| his majetty, that affairs which relate to the fix nations and their 


allies, may be put under fome general direétion as his majetty 


fhall think proper; that the feveral governments may é¢ oblzzed 
to bear their proportions of defending his majelty’s territories a- 


gaint 
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gain ft the encroachments of the French, and the ravages and 
incurfions of the Indians.” 

[July.J A general meeting of the governors and chief men 
fom feveral of the colonies, was held at Albany. At this con- 
prefs, the commiffioners were unanimoully of opinion, that 
an union of all the colonies was abfolutely neceflary for their 
common defence. The plan was, in fhort, ‘ That a grand 
council fhould be formed of members to be chofen by the 
affemblies, and fent from all the colonies; which council to- 
gether with a’ governor general to be appointed by the crown, 
{hould be empowered to make general laws, to raife money in 
all the colonies, for the defence of the whole.’ It was drawn 
up by Mr. Hutchinfon ; was accepted, and fent home. Had it 
been approved and eftablifhed, Brate/h America thought itfelf fut- 
ficiently able to cope with the French without further affiftance ; 
feveral of the colonies, in former years, having alone withf{lood 
the enerny, unaflifled not only by the mother country, but by 
any of the neighbouring provinces. A /iamp act was talked of 
among the commifioners, of which number was Mr. (now Dr.} 
Franblin, one of the three from Pennfylvania ; and it was thought 
a proper mode of taxing; under the apprehenfion, that in its 
operation it would affect the feveral governments fairly and 
equally. ‘The idea of a ftamp act had been held out, fo early as 
4739, in two publications drawn up by a club of American mer- 
chants, at the head of whom were Sir William Keath, governor 

*of Peanfylvania, Mr. Fofhiua Gee, and many others. They pro- 
pofed, for the protection of the Britith traders among the Indi- 
ans, the raifing a body of regulars, to be ftationed all along the 
weftern frontier of the Britifh fetilements ; and that the expence 
{hould be paid from the monies arifing from a duty on flampt 
paper and parchment in all the colonies, to be laid on them 
by aét of parliament. ‘The congrefs plan was not agreeable to 
the views of miniflry ; another was propoled—* That the go- 
vernors of all the colonies, attended by one or two members of 
their refpeétive councils, fhould aflemble, concert meafures for — 
the defence of the whole, ereét forts where they judged proper, 
and raife what troops they thought neceflary, with power to draw. 
upon the Briuth trealury for the fums that fhould be wanted ; 
and the treafury to be re-imburfed by a tax laid on the colonies 
by a€t of parliament.” When you are reminded, that the go- 
vernors and councils were chiefly of the king's appointing, you 
will be apt to view the {cheme, as a moft fubtle and dangerous 
contrivance, to provide for favorites, to fap the hberties of the 
Americans, and eventually to chain them down to the moft, abjett 
flavery. Had the congrefs plan met with the countenance of 

miniflry, | 


\ 


ae), 1754.| AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 10% 


miniftry, it might have been adopted after a while; though 
of that, it appeared, there could be no certainty ;. for when the 
governor laid it before the Maffachufetts aflembly in October, the 
ailembly determined, not to give it the leaft countenance. The 
minilterial plan was tranfmitted to governor Sherley, who was 
known to be for the Britifh parliament’s laying the tax. It was 
communicated by him to Mr. Franklin, then at his native place 
Boiton, who foon returned it with a few fhort remarks, and the 
next day fent the governor the following letter, vaz. 


‘5 @R, Wednefday morning, Dec. 1754. 


I mentioned it yefterday to your excellency, as my opinion, 
that excluding the people of the colonies from all fhare in the 
choice of the grand council, would probably give extreme diila- 
tisfaction, as well as the taxing them by an act of parliament,’ 
where they have no reprefentative. In matters of general con- 
cern to the people, and efpecially where burdens are to be laid 
upon them, it is of ufe to confider, as well what they will be apt 
to think and fay, as what they ought to think ; I fhall therefore, 
as your excellency requires it of me, briefly mention what of 
either kind occurs to me on this occafion. 

Firit, they will fay, and perhaps with juftice, that the body 
of the people in the colonies are as loyal, and as firmly attached 
to the prefent conftitution and reigning family, as any fubjetis 
i the king’s dominions : 

‘That there is no reafon to doubt the readinefs and willinynefs 
of the reprefentatives they may choofe, to grant from time to 
_ time fuch fupplies for the defence of the country, as fhall be Judg- 

ed neceffary, fo far as their abilities will allow: ; 

“That the people in the colonies, who are to feel the immedi- 
| ate mifchiefs of invafion and conqueft by an enemy, in the 
lofs of their eftates, lives and liberties, are likely to be better 
judges of the quantity of forces neceifary to be raifed and main- 
tained, forts to be built and fupported, and of their own abili- 
ties to bear the expence, than the parliament of England at fo 
great a diftance : 

The governors often come to the colonies merely to make for- 
tunes, with which they intend to return to Britain; are not al- 
ways men of the beft abilities or integrity ; have many of them 
no eftates here, nor any natural conne€tions with us, that fhould 
make them heartily concerned for our welfare ; and might poffi- 
_bly be fond of raifing and keeping up more forces than necefla- 
_ty, from the profits accruing to themfelves, and to make provi- 

fion for their friends and dependants + 


That 


104). {THE HIST ORW (of THE [A. D. 1754. 


That the counfellors in moft of the colonies being appointed 
by the crown, on the recommendation of governors, are often 


of {mall eftates, frequently dependent on the governors for ofh- 


ces, and therefore too much under influence : 


That there is, therefore, great reafon to be jealous of a power 


in fuch governors and councils, to raife fuch {ums as they fhall 
judge neceflary, by draft on the lords of the treafury, to be at- 


! 


terward laid on the colonies by aét of parliament, and paid by 
the people here ; fince they might abufe it, by projecting ulelefs 


expeditions, harrafling the people, and taking them from their la- 


bour to execute fuch projects, merely to create offices and em-- 


ployments, and gratify their dependants, and divide profits : 
‘That the parliament of England is at a great diftance, fubjett 
to be mifinformed and mifled by fuch governors and councils, 


whofe united interefts might probably fecure them againit the ef- 


fect of any complaint from hence: 


That it is fuppofed to be an undoubted right of Englijhmen,, 


not to be taxed but by their own confent given through their re- 
prefentatives : 

That the colonies have no reprefentatives in parliament : 

That to propofe taxing them by parliament, and refufe them 
the liberty of choofing a reprefentative council, to meet in the 
colonies, and confider and judge of the neceflity of any general 
tax, and the quantum, fhows a fufpicion of their loyalty to the 
crown, of their regard for their country, or of their common 
fenfe and underftanding, which they have not deferved : 


That compelling the colonies to pay money without their con-. 


fent, would be rather like railing contributions in an enemy's 
country, than taxing Englifhmen tor their own public beneht : 


That it would be treating them as a conquered people, and 


not as. true Britith fubjeéis : | 
That a tax laid by the reprefentatives of the colonies might 
afily be leffened, as the occafion fhould leffen ; but being,once 
Jaid by parliament, under the influence of the reprefentations 
made by governors, would probably be kept up, and continued 
for the benefit of governors, to the erievous burden and difcou- 
ragement of the colonies, and prevention of their growth and 
increale : 

That a power in governors to march the inhabitants from one 
end of the Britifh and French colonies to the other, being a 
country of at leaft 1500 {quare miles, without the approbation 
or confent of their reprefentatives fir{t obtained, might occafion 
expeditions grievous and ruinous to the people, and would put 
them upon a footing with the fubjetts of France in Canada, that 
now groan under fuch oppreflion from their governor, who for 

two 
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two years paffed, has-harrafled them with long and deftruélivy2 
marches to the Ohio : 

That, 1f the colonies in a body may be well governed by go- 
vernors and councils appointed by the crown without reprefen- 
tatives, particular colonies may as well, or better, be fo govern- 

ed: a tax may be laid on them all by aét of parliament for fupport 
of government, and their alfemblies be difmiffed as an ufclefs part 
of the conftitution : " 


empire are properly defended at the joint expence of the body 


That befides the taxes necelfary for the defence of the fron- 
tiers, the coloniés pay yearly great furns to the mother country 


We are reftrained in our trade with foreign nations; and 
| where we could be ftipplied with any manufatture cheaper from 
them, but mufl buy the famé dearer from Britain, the difference 
of price is a clear tax to Britain. We are obliged to carry reat 
part of our produce direétly to Britain + and wherein the duties 
there laid upon it leflen its price to the planter, or it fells for lefs 
than it would in foreign markets, the difference is a tax paid to 
Britain. ; 

Some manufa&tures we could make, but are forbidden and 
muit take of Breifh merchants ; the whole price of thele is a tax 
paid to Britain. * 

VoL. Es O By 
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By our greatly increafing the demand and confumption of 
Brith manufactures, their price is confiderably raifed of late 
years : their advance 1s clear profit to Britain, and enables its 
people better to pay great taxes ; and much of it being paid by us, 
is a clear tax to Britain. 

In fhort, as we are not fuffered to reculate our trade, and re- 

9 5 2 


{train the importation and confumption of Britifh fuperfluities, » 


‘as Britain can the confum stion of foreign fuperfluities) our whole 
i g 


wealth centres finally among the merchants and inhabitants of 
Britain ; and if we make them richer, and enable them better to 
pay their taxes, it is nearly the fame as being taxed ourfelves, 
and equally beneficial to the crown. Thefe kind of fecondary 
taxes, however, we do not complain of, though we have no fhare 
in the laying or dilpofing of them: but to pay immediate heavy 
taxes, in the laying, appropriation, and difpofition of which we 
have no part, and which, perhaps, we may know to be as un- 
neceffary as grievous, mult {eem bard meafure to Englifhmen ; 
who cannot conceive, that by hazarding their lives and fortunes, 
in fubduing and fettling new countries, extending the dominion, 
and increafing the commerce of their mother nation, they have 
forfeited the native rights of Britons, which they think ought ra- 
ther to be given them as due to fuch merit, if they had been be- 
fore ina ftate of flavery. Thefe, and fuch kind of things as 
thefe, I apprehend, will be thought and faid by the people, if 
the propofed alteration of the Albany plan fhould take place. 
Then the adminiftration of the board of governors and councils 
fo appointed, not having any reprefentative body of the people 
to approve and unite in its meafures, and conciliate the minds 
of the people to them, will probably become fufpected and odi- 
ous: dangerous animofities and feuds will arife between the go- 
vernors and governed, and every thing go into confufion. 

Perhaps I am too apprehenfive in this matter ; but having free- 
ly given my opinion and reafons, your excellency can judge bet- 
ter than I whether there be any weight in them; and the fhort- 
nefs of the time allowed me, will, I hope, in fome degree, ex- 
cufe the imperfe€tions of this {crawl. 

With the greatett refpeét and fidelity, I have the honor to be, 
your excellency’s molt obedient and moft humble fervant, 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.” 


Thefe letters might be tranfmitted to, and might difpofe the 
miniftry to decline urging their plan of uniting and govermng 
ithe colonies; but Mr. Shirley wrote to governor Wentworth, of 
New-Hampfhire, May 31, 1755—" 1 may affure your excellen- 


ey, from every letter T have of late received from Sir Thomas — 


Robinfon, 
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Robinfon, I have reafon to think that huis majefty hath a depend- 
ance upon a common fund's being raifed in all his colonies upon 
this continent, in proportion to their refpettive abilities, for de- 
fraying all articles of expence entered into for their common de- 

fence ; and that fuch an one mutt, in the end, be either volun- 

tarily raifed, or elle affefled in fore way or other.” “The minil- 

try difcovered a difpofition to raife a revenue in them, which tn- 

duced the Ma/fachufetts general court [ Nov. 6. |. thus to initruct 

their agent; “ It is more elpectally expected, that you oppote 

every thing that fhall have the rerotelt tendency to raile a reve- 

nue in the plantations, for any public ules or fervices of govern- 

ment.:’” he wrote to them the twenty-ninth of May following, 

“The inclinations I have reafon to think Mill continue for raz- 
fang aréevenue out of the molafles trade.” The alarming flate of 
public affairs might divert the minifiry from purfumg their in- 
clinations. 

It had been concluded to take effe€iual meafures for driving 
the French from the Ohio; and for the reduttion of Niagara, 
Crown-Point, and their forts in Nova-Scotea. General brad- 
dock was accordingly fent from Ireland to Virginia, with two re- 
giments of foot ;. and when arrived, and joined by the reit of 
the forces deftined for that fervice, found himlelf at the head of 
about 2200 men. He had bravery, but wanted other qualifica- 
tions to render him fit for the fervice to which he was appointed, 
His feverity prevented his having the love of the reguiars : his 
haughtinels, the love of the Americans; and what was worle, 
difgufled the Indians, and led him to detpife the country militia, 
and to flight the advice of the Virginia officers. Colonel WVa/h- 
zngton earneltly begged of him, when the army was marching ior 
fort du Quefne, to admit of his going before, and fcouring the 
woods with his rangers, which was contemptuouily refufed. ‘The 
general had been cautioned by the duke of Cumberland, to guard 
againil a furprife ; and yet he pufhed on heedlefsly with the firit 
divilfion, confifting of 1400 men, [ July 9, 1755 | ull he fell into 
an ambufcade of 400, chiefly Indians, by whom he was defeated 
and mortally wounded, on the ninth of July. The regulars were 
put into the greatelt panic, and fled in the’ utmoft coniufion : the 
militia had been ufed to Indian fighting, and were not fo terrifl- 
ed. The general had difdainfully turned them into the rear: 
they continued in a body, unbroken, and ferved under colonel 
Wa wngton asa moft ufeful rear-guard ; covered the retreat of the 
regulars, and prevented their being entirely cut off, 

Previous to this, and agreeable to the views of the Britifh mi- 
nifiry, the Mu//achufetts aifembly; who had never been remuls 


upon the profpeét of a French war, raifed a body of troops, which 
. ) were 
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were fent to Nova-Scotia, to afhift heutenant-governor Lawrence 
in driving the French from their feveral encroachments within 
that province. ‘The fecrecy and difpatch ufed in this fervice was 
rewarded with fuccels. 

The expedition againft Niagara was entrufted with governor 
Shirley ; but failed through various caufes. 

Sir JVilkam (then colonel) Fohn/on, was appointed to go againit 
Crown-Point. The delays, flownefs, and deficiency of prepa- — 
rations, prevented the feveral colonies joining their troops tilk 
about Auguft, Meanwhile the attive enemy had traniported 
forces from France to Canada, marched them down to meet the 
srovincials, and attacked them; but, meeting with a repulle, 
loft fix hundred men, befides having their general baron Dac/hau, 
wounded and made prifoner. | 

The Maffachu/etts the next year, raifed a great armament to 
go to Crown-Point ; but Lord Loudon, on lus arrival, did not 
think it proper that the forces fhould proceed. Afterward a tem- 
porary mifunderitanding took place between his lordfhip and the 
general court; from his apprehending, that they thought a pro- 
vincial law neceffary to enforce a Britifh act of parliament, and 
were willing to difpute vpon that fubject. He determined to 
have no difpute, but that the troops under his command fhould 
be quartered agreeable to what he thought the public good requir- 
ed; and wrote to governor Pownall, | Nov. 1G) 17570) ae ave 
ordered the meffenger to wait but 48 hours in Bo/lon ; and if, 
on his return, I find things not fettled, I will inftantly order into 
Boffon the three battalions from New-York, Long-Hland, and 
Connefticut ; and if more are wanted, I have two in the Jer- 
feys at hand, befide three in Pennfylvania.” Notwithflanding 
this declaration, on December the fixth, the legiflature pafied an 
a€t, which led him to conceive, that he was under an abiolute 
neceflity of fettling the point at once, and therefore he ordered 
he troops to march. The general court finding how matters 
were going, did not venture upon extremities, but became plia- 
ble: {o that his lordfhip wrote, December 26, “ As I can now 
depend upon the aflembly’s making the point of quarters eafy in all 
time coming, I have countermanded the march of the.trrops.”” 
The general court were certainly terrihed ; and to remove all un- 

‘favorable impreflions, faid in the clofe of the addreis to the go- 
vernor, [ Jan. 6, 1758] ‘‘ The authority of all ats of parliament 
which coricern the colonies, and extend to them, 1s eyer acknow- 
ledged in all the courts of law, and made the rule of all judicial 
proceedings in the province. There ais not a member of the 
general court, and we know no inhabitant within the bounds of 
the government, that ever queitioned this authority.. To pre, 
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complied with the requifitions of the miniiler, and fhowed them- 
| felyes ready to fupport his plans for the reduction of the French 


vent any ill confequences that may arife from an opinion of our 
holding fuch principles, we now utterly difavow them, as we 
{hould readily have done at any time pail, if there had been oc- 


cafion for it; and we pray that his lord{hip may be acquainted 


therewith, that we may appear in a true light, and that no im- 


preilions may remain to our difadvantage.”’ However they might 


not queftion, whether the authority ot atts of parliament, con- 
cerning and extending to the colonies, was made the rule of all 


judicial proceedings in the province ; yet you are not to infer 
¥ ? 


_ from their difavowal of the contrary principle, that they adimit- 


ted the right of parliament, either to impofe internal taxes, or 
to controul their colonial government. 


When, happily for the Britifh nation the great: Mr. Patt was 


placed at the head of the miniftry, the face of affairs was loon 


changed ; the war was profecuted with unexampled fuccefs, and 


| the enemy at length driven out of America. But the frequent 


delays siven to the raifing of the necellary fupplies, efpecially in 
eas 8 Ye te Se) 

proprietary governments, through the refufal of their governors 
or councils, to admit that the eltates of the proprictors fhould be 


taxed, led Mr. Pitt to tell Mr. Franklin, that when the war clo- 


fed, was he in the minifiry, he fhould take meafures to prevent 


its being in the power of the colonies, to hinder government's 


receiving the fupplies that were wanted; and he added, that, 
was he not in the miniftry, he would advife his fucceflors to co 
it. What thefe meafures were, he did not mention. But to- 


ward the clofe of 1759, or the beginning of 1760, Mr. Prtt wrote 


to Francis Fauquier efg, lieutenant governor of Verginea, and 
mentioned in his letter, that though they had made grants to the 
colonies, yet, when the war was over they fhould tax them in 
order to raz/e a revenue from them. Mr. Fauquier, in his an- 
{wer, expreifed his apprehenfion, that the meaiure would occa- 
fion great diflurbance. The aniwer might divert Mr. Pitt from 
his intention. Many months before, the prefent Lord Camden (then 


(ox 

o 
+ 
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| Mr. Pratt,) faid to Mr. Franklin, inacourle of free converfation, 


“ Forall what you Americans fay of your loyalty, f know you 
will one day throw off your dependence upon this country; and 
notwithftanding your boafted alieftion to it, will fet up for inde- 
pendence.””. The other anfwered, ‘‘ No fuch idea 1s entertained 
in the mind of the Americans : and no fuch idea will ever enter 


their heads, unlefs.you grofsly abufe them.” ‘“‘ Very true, (re- 
plied Mr. Pratt) that is one of the main cates {fee will happen, 


and will produce the event.” 
“The colonies in generel, and the Maffachufetts in_ particular 


a 


power, 
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power. To affifl and encourage their extraordinary exertions, 
the parliament granted them during the war, at different periods, 
no lefs than £. 1,091,066 138. 4d. But though the large im- 
portation of {pecie annually, did not anfwer one half of their 
expences, it was full of fuch benefit to each government, that 
they cheerfully feconded the views of miniftry. Upon applica- 
tion from admiral Saunders, the {quadron employed againtt 
Louifburg and Quebec, was fupplied by 500 feamen from the. 
Maffach ufetts ; befide, many were at feveral times imprefled out 
of vellels on the fifhing banks. The colonies loft by the war, 
25,000 of their robuft young men, exclufive of failors. The 
Maffachufetts continually ratied_ the foll number of troops al- 
fiened them: nor was itto be afcribed to the peculiar addres of 
Mr. Pownall, who guided them with a filken cord, and by prait- 
ing them plentitully, and flattering their vanity, did bufinefs 
with them in an eafy manner; for it was the fame, alter he was 
fucceeded by governor Bernard. fAuguit 13, 1760.| Betde 
their annual quota of men, in fome years of the war they garril- 
oned Louifburg and Nova-Scotia, which gave the regular forces 
opportunity for retaining Canada, The whole colt they were 
at upon thefe accounts, and for fcouting companics ent into the 
Indian country, and for two armed vetlels built and maintained 
for the protection of the trade, amounted to 754,591. 108. 10d, 
terling. In this fum, the expence of many forts and garrifons on 
the frontiers isnot included. Add, that no eftimate can be made 
of the coft to individuals, by the demand of perfonal fervice. 
They that could not ferve in perfon, who were much the greater 
number, when it came to their turn, were obliged to hire fub- 
flitutes at a great premium. They alfo who could not be im: 7) 
preffed, to lighten the burdens of others, advanced largely for, 
encouraging the levies. Moreover, the taxes were exceeding 
heavy. A Bofion gentleman, of reputation and fortune, fent 
one of his rate bills to a correfpondent in London, for hisjudg- 
ment on it; and had for anfwer, * That he did not believe there 
was a man in all England, who paid fo much im propostion to- 
ward the fupport of government.” Such was the aflefflment of 
the town in one of the years, that if a man’s income was 6ol. © 
per annum, he had to pay two-thirds or 4ol., and in that pro- 
portion whether the fam was more or lefs; and if his houfe or 
land was valued at 20ol. per annum, he was obliged to pay 791. i 
He had alfo to pay for his poll, and thofe of all the males in his 
houfe, more than fixteen years old, at the rate of 14s. 3d. each: ” 
end to all mutt be added, the part he paid of the excife on tea, 
coffee, rum, and wine*. Other towns and colonies might not 
* Dr. Chauncey’s thankfgiving fermon for the repeal of the hamp act 


in a note. 
have 
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have been affeffed fo exorbitanily, but fome mutt certainly have 
been burdened with taxes. 

The above ftatement of expences is thought to be more cor- 
re&t than what governor Bernard tranfmitted, in his letter of 
Auguft 1, 1764, to the lords of trade, in which he wrote, “ From 
1754 to 1769, the fums iffued amount to g26,000l. fterling ; 
out of which dedu&, received by parliamentary grant, 328,000}. 
and the ordinary expences of government eftimated at 108,000l. 
there remains 490,000l. that 1s near 500,000. fterling expended 
by this province in the extraordinary charges of the war within 
eight years. An immenfe fum for fuch a {mall fate ! the bur- 
den of which has been grievoufly felt by all orders of men.— 
Whereas if we compare this with the fouthern governments, 
Pennfylvania for inftance, which has expended little more than 
they have received from parliament, and Maryland which has 
expended fearce any thing at all, we cannot fufficiently admire 
the inequality of the burden between one province and another, 
and when Pennfylvania has not been prevented by domeftic dif- 
fenfions, and have as it were done their beft, they have fent to 
the field only 2,700 men, when this province has fent 5,000— 
5,500, and one year 7,000. And notwithftanding the vait fums 
this province has raifed, it has, by fevere taxations, kept its 
debt under.” 

The firft part of governor Bernara’s adminiftration was agree- 
able to the Maffachu/etts general court. The two houfes, in an- 
fwer to his fpeech, | May, 1761.]| faid, ‘* It gives us pleafure to 
fee, that the civil rights of the people are not in danger; nor 
are we in the leaft degree fufpicious, that they ever wil be, 
under your excellency’s adminiftration. The experience we 
have had of your excellency’s difpofition and abilities, encou- 
rage us to hope for a great ihare of public happinels under your 
ddminiftration.” The next year, the governor told them, at the 
clofe of the feffion, [April 23, 1762.} “ The unanimity and 
difpatch with which you have complied with the requilitions of 
his majefty, require my particular acknowledgment,” In his 
fpeech to the new court, | May 27.]| he faid, “‘ Every thing 
that has been required of this province, has been moit readily 
complied with.” 

[May 31. 1763.] °° Both houfes, in their addrefs to him, ex- 
prefled themfelves thus: “ We congratulate your excellency up- 
on that unanimity, which your excellency recommends, and 
which was never greater in the province than at this time.’’— 
The governor at the clofe of the feffion, declared his great ta- 
tisfaétion in having obferved, that the unanimity they affured 


him of, had fully evinced itfelf throughout all their proceedings, 
) But 


112 Tur HISTORY One THE [ A.D. 1763. 


But the lieutenant governor Mr. Hutchinfon, gained after a while 
too much afcendency over him, ana encouraged him in the pur- 


fuit of wrong meafures, highly offenfive to the colony. He 


had indeed done him an irreparable injury, not long after his 


coming to the chair. Colonel fames Ous (who was repeatedly * 


returned for Barnflable in Plymouth county, notwithftanding the - 


(renuous efforts which had been made to prevent it, on account 


of his fiding with government) being a lawyer, had been promil- 


ed by Mr. Shirley, when in the chair, to be made a judge of 
the fuperior court, upon an opportunity’s offering. The firtft 


vacancy which happened, was filled up by the appointment of | 


the fecretary’s fon in law; for which Mr. Shirley apologized, by 
pleading a promue made to the fecretary, and his having forgot- 
tenthe former one.. Mr. Otis was fatisfied with a frefh aflurance 


ofthe next vacancy, which was confidered by him in the hght || 


of a governmental promife - and it was expeéted that whenever a 
new vacancy happened, Mr. Otis would be appointed. “There 
was no new vacancy till a fhort time after governor Bernard en- 
tered upon his adminiftration, when chief juftice Sewall died — 


Upon this death Mr. James Ous the fon, of whom there will be ~ 


a call to make frequent mention, exprefled himfelf as follows: 


“ If governor Bernard does not appoint my father Judge of the | 
fuperior court, I will kindle fuch a fire in the province as fhall 

finge the governor, though I myfelf perifh in the flames.” Mr. 
Hotchinfon, however, hurried to Mr. Bernard, procured a pro-_ 


mife, which being once given the governor. would not retract, 
and got himfelt appointed chief juftice, by which he gratified both 
his ambition and covetoufnels, his two ruling paflions. ‘The 
friends of government regretted the appointment, foreboding the 


evils it would produce. ‘The governor loft the influence and_ 


fupport of colonel Otis. The fon quitted the law-place he held; 
would never be perfuaded to refume it, or to accept of another ; 
joined himfelf to the party which was jealous that the views of 
adminiftration were unfavorable to the rights of the colony, and 
ftood ready to oppole all encroachments; and foon became its 
chief leader. He fignalized himfelf, by pleading in a moft matf- 
terly manner, againft granting wrets of affifiance to cuftom-houfe 
officers. Thefe writs were to give them, their deputies, &c. a 
hei 

fufpecied. The cuftom-houfe officers had received letters from 


home, directing them to a more frenuous exertion in colleéting © 


the duties, and to procure writs of affiftance. ‘The idea of thefe 
writs excited a general alarm. A {trong jealouly of what might 
be eventually the efle€t of them upon the liberties of the people, 
commenced. ‘They might prove introductory to the moft hor- 


rid 


general power to enter any houles, &c. that they would fay they 
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rid abufes; which the meaneft deputy, of a. depity’s deputy 
— might praétife with impunity, upon a merchant or gentleman of 
_ the firft charaéter ; and there would be the greater danger of 
fuch abufes, by reafon of the immenfe diftance of the feene of 
attion from the feat of government. The voice of the complain- 


i 


ant would not be heard three thoufand. miles off, after the fer. 
} vants of government had deafened the ears of adminiltration by 
} mifreprefentations. From this period may be dated, the fixed, 
} uniform, and growing oppofition, which was made to’ the minif. 
terial plans of encroaching upon the original rights and long ef- 
} tablifhed cuftoms of the colony. In 1761, the officers of the 
} culloms applied to the fuperior court for fuch writs. The great 
-Oppofition that was made to it, and the arguments of Mr. Ous, 
}) difpofed the court toa refufal; but Mr. futchinfon, who. had 
} obtained the place of chief juftice, prevailed with his brethren 
to continue the caufe till next.term ‘and in the mean time, wrote 
to England, and procured a copy of the writ, and fufficient evi: 
dence of the praétice of the’ exchequer there, after which like 
§ writs were granted.’ But before this was effected, Mr. Otis was 
chofen one of the reprefentatives for Bofton, by the influence 
§ of the friends to liberty ; whofe jealoufies there and elfewhere, 
afterward increaled apace, upon hearing that the Britifh officers 
infifted frequently upon the neceility of regulating and reforming, 
.as they ftiledit, the colonial governments ; and that certain tra- 
vellers‘were introduced to particular petfons. { 1762.) with a— 
)“ This is a gentleman employed by the earl of Bute to travel the 
country, and learn what may be proper to be done, in the grand 
plan of reforming the American governments.” It was underitood, 
that their bufinefs was to make thorough obfervation upon the 
itate of the country, that fo the miniftry might be enabled to 
judge what regulations and alterations could {ately be made in 
the police and government of the colonies, in order to their be- 
ing brought more. effeétually under the government of parlia- 
ment. . They were alfo as much as poflible, to conciliate capi- 
tal and influential charafters, to minifterial meafures {peedily. to 
be adopted. The Britifh miniftry have been greatly miflaken, 
in fuppofing it is the fame in America as in their own country. 
1o they gain over a gentleman of note and eminence in the co- 
lonies, they make no confiderable-acquifition.. He takes few or 
none with him ; and is rather defpifed, than adhered to by form- 
er friends., He has not, as in Britain, dependants who mutt 
act in conformity tohis ned. In New-England ‘elpecially, indi- 
Viduals are fo independent of each other, that though there 
may be an inequality in rank and fortune, every one can aét 
freely according to his own judgment, © +i 0-¥t4 bede 
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But nothing, it may be, excited a greater alarm inthe breafts — 
‘of thofe to whom it was communicated, than the following a- 
, necdote, viz. The Rev. Mr. Whitefield, ere he jeft Port/mouth in — 
New Hampflare, 0 Monday afternoon, April the fecond 1764, 
fent for Dr. Langdon and Mr. Haven, ‘the congregational mine 
fiers of the town, and upon their coming and being alone with 
him, faid, “ Tean’tin confcience leave the town without acquaint- 
ing you witha fecret. My heart bleeds for America. O poor 
New En gland | There is a deep laid plot avain{t both your civil 
and religious liberties, and they will be loft. Your golden days 
are atanend. You have nothing but trouble before you. My 
information comes from the beft authority in Great Britain. 1 
was allowed to fpeak of the affair in general, ‘but enjoined not — 
to mention particulars. Your liberties will be loft*.”> Mr. | 
Whitefield could not have heard what the commons did in the, | 
préceding month; his ‘nformation mut have been of an earlier | 
date, and might have been communicated before he left Great } 
Britain. Belide the general defign of taxing the colonies, the | 
plan was probably, this in fubfance—Let the parlament be en- | 
gaged to enter heartily and fully into American matters sand then 
under its fanétion, let all the governments be altered, andallthe | 
councils be appointed by the king, and the affemblies be reduced | 
to a {mall number, like that of New-York. » After that, | 
the more effectually to fecure the power of civil government by | 
the yunétion of church influence, let there be a revifal of all ' 
ihe ‘aéts in the feveral colonies, with a view of fetting afide thole _ 
in particular, which provide for the fupport of the minilters. | 
But if the temper of the people makes it neceflary, leta new bill ° 
for the purpole of fupporting them pafs the houfe, and the coun= | 
cil refufe their concurrence ; ‘f that will be improper, then the ? 
rovernor tovnegative tt. If that cannot be done in go od in po- ’ 


3 
ce 
c 


licy, then the bill to go home, and let the king difallow it. Let! 


bithops he introduced, and proviiion be made for the fupport of ° 
the epifcopal clergy. Let the congregational and prefbyterian | 
clergy, who will receive epifcopal ordination, be fupported ; and ' 
the leading minifters among them be bought off by large falaries.— ' 
Let the liturgy be revifed and altered. Let epifcopacy be accom- 
mmodated as much as poffible to the caft of the people. Let pla-’ 
ces of power, truft and honor be conferred only upon epilcopa- 
lians, or thofe that will conform. When epifcopacy is once 
thoroughly eftablifhed, increafe its refemblance to the Enghith 
hierarchy, at pleafure. vig ‘ : 


; a s e 
i® Dr. Langdon told it mein converfations and afterward mentioned 
it in his fermon preached betore the conveation of the minifters. 4q 


Thefe 
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Thefe were the ideas which a certain gentleman communicat- 
ed to_ Dr, Stiles*, when they were riding together in 1765.—~ 
The ‘Dottot, after hearing him out, expreffed his belief, that 
before the plan could be eifeGted, fuch a fpirit would be roufed 
inthe people, as would prevent its execution. The good man 

groaned and replied, ‘‘ If the commotions now exilling prevail 
| oa the parliament to repeal the flamp-att, I am.afraid the plan, 
cannot be accomplifhed.’’ Rie tat mana | 

In reference to alterations in the civil line, Dr. Langdon in- 
formed me, that governor /Ventworth told him, the Ma/ffachu/eits: 
aud New Hampfhire were to be one government, under, one go- 
j vernor: the Doctor thought the detign of joming Ahode Ifland 
-with them was alfo mentioned, though of this he could not be 
certain. The New £ngland colonies would have fuffered molt, 
by the propofed alterations, while they deferved it the leaf, and. 
were entitled for their ready exertions, to a return expreflive of 
gratitude. Many of the common foldiers, who gained fuch lan. 
rels, by their fingular bravery on the plains of Abraham, , when. 
Wolfe died in the arms of victory, were natives of the Maffa- 
jeauleite Bay, When Martinico was attacked in 1761, and the 
Bniuth force was ‘greatly weakened by death and. ficknefs, the 

tumely arrival of the New England troops, enabled the former to 
profecute the reduétion of the ifland to an happy iflue. A part 
of the Britifh force being about to fail from thence for the Has 
vannah, the New Englanders, whofe health had been much im» 
§paired by fervice and the climate, were fent off in three {hips, 
id their native country for recovery. Before they had com, 
@pleted their voyage, they found themfelves reftored, ordered th . 
Phips about, fteered immediately for the Havannah, arrived whee 
Pie Briufh were too much reduced to .expeti fuccefs, and by- 
qtieir junction ferved to immortalize afreth, the glorious, firlt of 
| Augutt, old flile, in the furrender of the place on that memora. 
ple day; they exhibited, at the fame time, the moft fignal evi- 
dence of devotednefs to the parent ilate, Their fidelity, alivity, 
and courage, were fuch as to gain the approbation and conf. 
lence of the Britifh officers +. , is : | 
As to the religious. part of the plan, recolle& what has been 
tlready mentioned of archbifhop Secker ; carefully perufe Dr, 
Mayhew’s noted anfwer to one of his publications, and what is 
ieee concerning him in the colle€tion of papersabove quoted; 
nd you will {carce doubt, “* but thatit was the metropolitan’s in- 
ention to reduce all the Britifh colonies under epulcopal] authori- 
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* Now prefident of Yale College in Conne@icut, 
+ From Brooke Woodcock efq; of Saffron Waiden, who ferved at 
he taking of Bellifle, Martinico, and the Havanaah. 
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ty.” Remember alfo, that the bifhop of Landaff in his fermon 
of 1766, allures, us, that the ¢flablifhment of-epifcopacy being ob- 


iained, “ the American church will go out of its infant flate; be 


able to ftand upon its own legs ;_ and, without foreign help, fup- 
port and fpread itfelf ; and then this foceety will be brought to the 
happy tffue pntended.” Mr. Whitefield faid upon it, i his letter 
to Dr. Durell} “« fappofing his lordfhip’s affertions true, then T 
fear it will follow, that a fociety, which fince its firft inftitution 
hath been looked upen as a foctety for propagating the gofpel hath 
been all the while rather a fociety for propagating eprfcapacy tn fo- 
yergn parts. | pe Sh K 

"Chis letter will clofe with a few more articles of information. 
Among the original inflru€tions to: Benning Wentworth, elq; go- 
vernor of New-Hampfhire, figned June goth, 1761, the 27th, 
fays, ‘f You are not to give your affent to, or pafs any law im- 
pofing duties on negrocs imported into New-Hampfhire -” fome 
of the colonies were for difcouraging the introduction of negroes , 
—for which purpofe they wifhed to lay a duty upon them. The. 


6gth contains the following direction, « No fchool-mafter to be | 


henceforth permitted to come from England without the licence | 


of the bifhop; and no other perfon now there, or that fhall come 
i 


from other parts, fhall be admitted to’ keep {choo] without your 
licence firft obtained." . wre 


[Feb. 1762.) A law paffed in the Maffachufetts, entitled, i 


4 Ct 
at 


<¢ An act to incorporate certain perfons, by the name of The fo- : 
ciety for promoung Chriftian Knowledge among the Indians 1 
North America ; but was difallowed at the court of St. James's | 


the goth of May, 1763. Mr. Fajlper. Maudurt in his letter to’! 


Mr. Bowdoin of April 7, 1763, writes, “ So long ago as the + 
zoth of December, Twas toldat the plantation-office, ‘that this > 
aét was oppofed by the archbifhop‘and the fociety for propagating ° 
the gofpel. Mr. Pownall told me, that the bill would not nals | 
that the lords would not difpute the laudablenefs of the defign, ' 
but there were political reafons for not confirming it ; that the ! 
people might apply the money to oppole the miflionaries of the | 
church of England. I anfwered, I'withed that the fociety for 
propagating the gofpel had employed their miffionaries more’ 
among the Indians, than they had hitherto done in North Ame-' 
rica’ From what pafled, the real reafons for difallowing the: 
bill may’ be gathered. aie 

| { 
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Roxbury, December 24, 177%. 
[3763.1 A/S: Ifrael Maudwt, the Maffachufetts agent, cave 


early notice of the minifterial intentions to tax 
the colonies ; but the general court not being called together 
till the latter end of the year, inftru€tions to the agent, though 
folicited by him, could not be fent in feafon! 

[1764.| The houfe of reprefentatives came to the followin 
refolutions—* That the fole right of giving and granting the 
_ money of the people of that province, was veifted in them as their 
legal reprefentatives ; and that the impofition of duties and tax 
es by the parliament of Great-Britain, upon a people who are 
] not reprefented in the houfe of commons, is abfolutely irrecon- 
4 cileable with their rights.”—That no man can jufily take the 

| property of another «without his confent; upon which original. 
principle, the right of reprefentation in the fame body which ex. 
ercifes the power of making laws for levying taxes, one of the 
main pillars of the Britifh con/litution, 1s evidently founded,” 
 Thefe refolutions were occafioned by intelligence of what had 
been done in the Britifh houfe of commons. — It had been there 
_ debated in March, whether they had a right to tax the Americans, 
they not being reprefented, and determined unanimoufly in the 
athrmative. Not a fingle perfon prefent véntured to controvert 
the right. Soon after, the fugar or molaffes a€t was pafled’s 
{ April Bs | and, “it 2s certainly true, that till then, no a€t a. 
vowedly tor the purpofe of revenue, and with the ordinary title 
and recital taken together, is found in the ftatute book. All be- 
fore ftood on commercial regulation and réftraints *.”. It is fil. 
ed “an aét for granting certain duties in “the Britith colonies 
and plantations in America, for continuing, amending, and 
making perpetual an at paffed in the fixth year of George the 
fecond, (entitled an a& for the better fecuring and encouraging 
the trade of his majefty’s colonies in America)’ for applying the 
produce of {uch duties, &c.” | From its perpetuating the fugar 
act of George II. it is called the fugar or molafles att. It runs 
thus, ‘ Whereas it is expedient, that new provifions and recu- 
lations fhould be eftablifhed'in improving the revenue of this 
Kingdom, and for extending and fecuring the navigation and 


commerce between Great-Britain and your majefty’s dominions 


* Mr, Burke’s fpeech on American taxation, Apri’, 19, 17746 
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in America—And whereas it is juft and neceflary, that a revenue 
be raifed in America for defraying the’expences of defending, 
proieéting, and fecuring the fame—We the commons, &c. to- 
ward raifing the fame, give and grant unto your majelty after the 
2gth of September, 1704, Lpon clayed fugar, indigo and coilee 
of foreign produce——upon all. wines, except French—upon all 
wrought filks, Bengals and ftuffs mixed with dilk of Perfia, Chi- 
na, or Eaft-India manufatture—and all calicoes painted, printed 
or ftained there (certain fpecified duties)—upon every gallon of 
molafles and fyrups, being the produce of acolony not under the 
dominion of his majelly,, the fam. of three-pence—the monies 
rifing, alter charges of railing, collefting, &c. are to be paid 
into the receipt of his majelty’s exchequer—tfhall be entered fepa- 
rate,. and be referved to be difpofed of by parliament, toward 
defraying the neceilary expences of defending, &c. the Brith 
colonies.” The wording of the aét might induce. the colonics. 


to view it as the beginning of forrows; and they might fear that — 


the parliament would go On ite) charging them with fuch taxes as 


it pleafed, for fuch military. force ‘as it thould think proper.—— 
This ill profpeét feemed to: the Americans, boundlets in extent, 
and endiefs in duration. _ 


They objefied not to. the parliament's right of laying duties, to 


regulate commerce > but the rzghé of taxing’ them was not admat- 


ted. . The minifterial plan, fent to Mr. Shirley in 1754,,0cC4q) | 


Goned much converfation on the fubjeft, and the common opi- 
pion was, that the parliament could not tax them, till duly repre-, 


fented in that body, becaufe it was noi just, nor agreeable to the}! 


nature of the Englifh, conflitution. But though few or none 
were willing to admit the right ; the generality were calitious: 
how they denied the power, or the obligation to fubmit on ihe part 
of the Americans, when the power was exercifed. ,Even Mr. 
Ous tells us, we mult and ou,nt to yield obedience to an att of 
parliament, though erroneous, till repealed*. ® The power, 
of parliament is uncontrolable, but. by themfelves, and we 


mult obey. There would be an end of all government, if one. 


or a number of fubordinate provinces fhould take upen’ them- 
felves, fo far to judge of the jultice of an act of parliament, as 
to refufe obedience to it. If there was nothing elfe, to yeftrain 
fuch a ftep, prudence ought to ao it, for forcibly refifting the 


arliament and the king’s law is high treafon. Therefore let the 


parliamentlay what burthens they pleafe upon us, we mutt, it 18 


| 


our duty to fubmit, and patiently to bear them, till they will be : 
pleated to relieve us +> "He went fo far as to pubhih, “ It is | 


certain 


* Oris’s Rights of the Britith Colonies, p. 57 + Ibid. p» 59s 
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certain that the parliament of Great-Britain has a guit and equit. 
able right, power and authority, to impofe taxes on the colonies, 
internal and external, on lands as well as on trade*.” ‘“ The 
fupreme legiflative reprefents the whole fociety or community, 
as well the dominions as the realm.. This is implied in the idea 
of a fupreme power ; and if the parliament had not fuch an an- 
thority, the colonies would be independentt.” But the two lait 
quotations were extorted from him, through fear of being called 
to an account for the part he had aéted, or for what he had be- 
_ tore advanced in print, converfation or debate: His firft pam- 
phiet, The Reghts of the Bririsu Colonies, which had been 
j twice read over in the houfe of affembly within the {pace of five 
days, though guarded by fome expreflions, hada ftrong tenden- 
_ cy to excite a powerful oppofition to minifterial plans ; efpecially — 
where he fays, “‘ I cannot but obferve here, that if the parliament 
have an equitable right to tax our trade, it is indifputable, that 
_ they have as good a one to tax the lands and every thing elfe. 
There is no foundation for the diftinGtion fome make in England, 
_ between an internal and external tax on the colonies't.”. Thefe 
expreflions could not but fpread a general alarm through the 
country, and inflame every planter againft parliamentary tax- 
ation. The houfe had fo high an opinion of this pamphiet, that 
_they ordered it to be fent over to Mr. Mauduit, with a letter, 
wherein they inftruéied him to ufe his endeavours to obtain a re. 
peal of the fugar aét, and to-exert himfelfto prevent a {lamp act, 
(orany other impofitions and taxes, upon this and the other Ame- 
rican provinces. They do not appear to have made any \parti- 
-cular objetion to the term revenue introduced into the fugar aét ; 
but to have confined their objeétions to the laying on of the duty, 
when they were not reprefented. | 6 

| The aft difgufted the more, becaufe of its being fo unfeafon- 
jeble. The duties were to be paid in fpecie, while the old mcans 
} of procuring it were cut off. The miniltry, refolved to prevent 
{mugegling, obliged all fea officers, flationed on the American 
coafls, to aét in the capacity of the meaneft revenue officers, 
making them fubmit to the ufual cuftom-houfe oaths and regula- 
tions tor that purpofe. This proved a great grievance to the 
“American merchants and traders. Gentlemen of the navy were 
unacquainted with cuftom-houfe laws. Many illegal feizures 
were made. No redrefs could be had but from Britain ; which 
it was tedious and difficult to obtain. Befide, the American 
trade with the Spaniards, by which the Britith manufaétures 
were vended in return (for gold and filver in coin or bullion, 


% Otis’s Vindication of the Britith Colonies, p. 57. t Ibid..p, so. 
f His Rights ofthe British Colonie:, Di63, 


cochineal, 


u 
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cochineal, &&c. as occafion ferved) was almoft deftroyed in- 
Mtantly, by the armed {hips under the new regulations. The trade — 
“was not literally and {triétly according to law, but highly bene- 


ficial ; and a thorough ftatefman would have declined employing i i 


his own navy in crufhing it. The trade alfo from the northern — 
- colonies with the French Weft-India iilands was nearly fupprefs- 
fugar aét. . : n 
( June 1g.| . The Maffachufetts aflembly, who were the firk | 
reprefentative body, that took the att into confideration, order-— 
ed, that Mr. Odes ‘nd four others of the houfe {hould be a com- — 
mittee in the recefs of the court, to write to the other govern-— 


ments, and acquaint them with the infiruétions voted to be fent >) 
to their agent ; and. that the faid committee, in the narne and |. 
‘behalf of the houfe, fhould defire the feveral affemblies on the |, 
continent to join with them in the fame meafures. The com-— f 
mittee attended to the bufinefs : and the end propofed by it was |} 
anfwered : committees were moreover appointed by divers: | 


other colonies to correfpond with the feveral aflemblies, or conn} 
-mmittees of affemblies on the continent. ‘Thus a new kind of cor-_ 
refpondence was opened between the colonies, tending to unite | 
them in their operations againit minifterial encroachments on | 
their privileges 5 and which proved of great advantage to them | 
afterward. ) ; | . , 
O&. 24.) At.the next effion a committee was appointed to | 
confider the ftate of the province, as it might be affeéted, by cer- 
tain duties and taxes laid and propofed to be laid by atts of par- | 
-Jiament upon the colonies... The confequence was, 4 committee | 
of the council and houfe to prepare an addrefs tothe parliament. | 
The lieutenant-governory, Mr. Hutchinfon, who was of the cour | 
cil, was chairman, but declined drawing up any. Several were | 
_propofed, which exprefied in flrong terms an exclufive right in) 
‘the afflembly to impofe taxes. ‘He urged the indecency and bad ; 
policy, when they had the refolutions of the houfe of commons 
before them, of fending an addrefs, afferting, in exprefs words, | 
the contrary. Many days having been {pent upon the bufinefs, : 
at the defire of the committee, he drafted. an addrefs, which con-, 
fidered the /ole power of taxation as an indulgence of which they: 
prayed the continuance, and it was unanimoujly agreed to. The, 
petition does not sntimate the leait denial of the right of parlia- 
ment to tax them; but fets forth the impolicy of the laws and 
the hardfhips brought upon the petitioners, and prays that they. 
may be relieved from the burdens brought upon them by the fu! 
gar aft ; that the privileges of the colonies relative to their im 
ternal taxes, which they have Jo long enjoyed, may be fill con 
| | tinued 


] 
feds « Thefe irritating meafures ftrengthened the oppofition to the |. 


I 


\ 


t 


| difcouragement for other provinces to attempt the fame in future 
In which cafe, perpetual paper money, the very negative power 4 
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tinued ; or that the confideration of fuch taxes as are propoled 
to be laid upon the colonies, may be referred, until the petitt- 
oners, in conjunétion with the other governments, can have ah 
opportunity to make a full reprefentation of the fate and condi. 
tion of the colonies, and the intereft of Great-Britain with re. 
gard to them. he proceeding of the general court was approv- 
ed of out of doors, until the copy of the New-York addrefs was 
received, which was fo high, that many of the friends of liber: 
ty were mortified at their own conduét, and if poflible would 


gladly have recalled their own doings oe 


[ Nov. 18.] The Maflachufett’s petition was forwarded by go- 
vernor Bernard, and accompanied with a letter to lord Hah fax ; 
11 which he wrote, “* Maflachufetts is the only one of the old 


_ celonies, that I know of, that enjoys a {pecie currency. This 
reflects great honor upon the province itfelf, as it is a great ins 


ftance of their prudence, who took hold of a fingular oppértu- 
nity to deitroy their paper money, which other colonies who had 


it equally in their power neglected. But I fear, that if the oreat 
oO 


fums, which are expected to be raifed in America are to be tranf- 


| ported to Great-Britain, there will foon be an end of the {pecie 


currency of the Maffachufetts ; which will be followed by a total 


of riches, will be the portion of America.” After arguing again 


ithe duties, from America’s being unable, for want of a fofiidient 
{pecie currency, to pay them without being drained of their {ne 


Bicie, as it would require a dead flock of three years value of the 


annual tacome of the revenues, he added, “ If due care be taken 
Bto confine the fale of manufatiures and European foods (except 
a what iha!l be permitted) to Great-Britain only, all the profits of 
athe American foreign trade will neceflarily centre in Great. Bri. 
#iain ; and therefore if the firt purpoie is well fecured, the foreien 
aAmerican trade is the trade of Great-Britain. ‘The augmentation 


and diminution, the extenfion and reftriétion, the profit and lofs 
of it all, finally comes home to the mother country. Itis the 
interet of Great-Britain, that the trade to both the Spanith and 
French WeftAndies fhould be encouraged as much as may well 
be, and the Britifh Welt-Indies thould be taught that equitable 
maxim, dive and let hve.’ It appeared to be the decided opini- 
on of the governor, that the fending home the produce of the 
duties and taxes propofed, would take from the Americans the . 
means of trade, and render it impracticable for them to make 
remittances to Great-Britain. 


* Mr. Hutchinfon’s letter of March 8, 1766. 
; Mot Tt. r O 
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as Britain 1s filed. 


fible. 


i22 THe HISTORY .or THE (A. D. 1754. | 


The Virginia council and houfe of burgefles petitioned the kingy 97g 
prefented a memorial to the houfe of lords, remonftrated to the 3a 
houfe of commons. New-¥: ork, Rhode-Lfland, &c. petitioned. — | 
The New-York petition was conceived in fuch flrong terms, t 
and deemed fo inflammatory, that their agent could not prevail . 
on any one member of the houfe to prefent it. S| 
The colonies denied the parliamentary right of taxation many — 
rmonths before any member of the Britith parliament uttered a 
fingle fyliable to that purpofe: and the American oppofition to 
the {tamp-att was fully formed before it was known by the colo- 
nits, that their caule-was efpouled by any man of note at home, 


Befide the colonial proceedings related above, it muft be noted, i |, 
that the inhabitants of feveral places met and agreed not to buy — 
any clothing (they could do without) which was not of their own 


manufatturing. Divers affociations allo were formed, atl of — 


~ f 


whom refolved to confume as few Britifh manufa€tures as pol- | 


The raifing of a revenue from the molaffes trade, and a fund | 
to defray the expences of defending the colonies, were in con | 


templation nine years before*: but the refolutions taken by the 


») 


houfe of commons, in the beginning of this year, might be for-| 


warded by Mr. Hu/ke, an American, anative of Portfmouth, in 
New-Hampfhire, whoa fhort time before obtained a feat im par- 7 


i } s 3 4 : : 
liament. Inftead of ftanding forth a firm advocate for the coun- |) 


try which gave him birth, he officioufly propofed to the houfe, 
laying a tax on the colonies, that fhould annually amount to five 
handred thoufand pounds fierling, which he declared they were yy 
well able to pay : and he was heard with great joy and attenti~) 
ont. He or fome other recolleciing that the flamp-att was talks 
ed of by the commiffioners at Albany, in 1754, might fuggelt | 


that mode of taxing, for whatever was thought, ¢he flamp-att was” 


~ not originally Mr. Grenville’ s t. 


neral court. 


The difpofition to tax the Americans, untels they would tax 
themfelves equal to the wifhes of the minutry, was undoubtedly 
ftrengthened by the reports of their gaiety and luxury, which 
reached the mother country : it was alfo faid, that the planters” 
lived like princes, while the inhabitants of Britaen laboured hard . 
For a tolerable fubfiftence. “The officers lately returned, repre- 
* Mr. Agent Bollan’s letters of that date to the Maffachufett’s gee 


| 


+ Mr. Sayre’s letter to captain Sears, of New-York, dated London, | 
yth of February, 1764. | | 
{ Mr. Jackfon’s leer to lieutenant-governor Hutchinfon, Decem- 
ber 26, 1705. 
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fented them as rich, wealthy, and even overgrown in fortune. 
Their opinion might arife from obfervations made in the Ame- 
Tican cities and towns during the war, while large fums were 
{pent in the country, for the lupport of fleets and armies. Ame- 
rican produétions were then in great demand, and trade flourith- 
ed. The people, naturally generous and hofpitable, having a 
number of ftrangers among them, indulged themfelves in many 
uncommon expences. When the war was terminated, and they 
had no further apprehenfion of danger, the power of the late 
enemy in the country being totally broken—Canada, and the 
back lands to the very banks of the M://i/fippi, with the Floridas, 
being ceded to Great-Britain—it was thought they could not well 
make too much of thofe who had fo contributed to their fecurity. 
Partly to do honor to them, and partly, it is to be feared, to 
gratify their own pride, they added to their fhow of plate, by 
borrowing of their neighbours, and made a great parade of rich- 
esin their feveral entertainments. The plenty and variety of 
provifion and liquors, enabled them to furnifh out an elegant 
table at comparatively trifling expence. 

_ Mr. Grenville’s intended ftamp-a& was communicated to the 
American agents. Many of them did not oppofe it. Half their 
number were placemen, or dependent on the miniftry. Mr. 7o- 
Jeph Sherwood, an honeft quaker, agent for Rhode-Ifland, refu- 
{ed his affent to America’s being taxed by a Briti(h parliament. 
Mr. Mauduit, the Maflachufetts agent, favored the raifing of 
the wanted money by a ftamp duty, as it would occafion leis ex- 
p-nce of officers, and would include the Weft-India iflands. . But 
the fcheme was poftponed, and the agents authorifed to inform 
the American affemblics, that they were at Irberty to luggelt any 
other way of raifingmonies ; and that Mr. Grenville was ready 
to receive propofals for any other tax, that might be equivalent 
‘In its produce to the ftamp-tax. The colonies feemed to confi, 
der it as an affront, rather than a compliment. He would not 
have been content with any thing fhort of a certain {pecific fum, 
and proper funds for the payment of it. Had not the fums been 
aniwerable to his wifhes, he would have rejected them; and he 
would icarce have been fatisfied with lefs than 300,000]. per an. 
num, which was judged abfolutely neceflary to detray the whole 
expence Of the army propofed for the defence of America: he 
I ight rather have expected that it fhould amount to what Mr, 
Hu/fke had mentioned. No fatisfa€tory propofals being made, he 
aahered to his purpofe of bringing forward the flamp-bill, 
though repeatedly prefled by fume of his friends to defifl, while 
he might have done it with honor. Richard JFack/on, eto; had 
been chofen agent for the Matiachufeits; he with Mr. dager foll, 
af 
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Mr. Garth, and Mr. Frankiin, lately come from Philadelphia, 
waited on Mr. Grenville, the fecond of February, 1765, by de- 
fire of the colonial agents, to remonfirate againft the {tamp-bill, 
and to propofe that in .cale any tax mutt be laid upon America, 
the feveral colonies might be permitted to lay the tax themfeives, 


7 


Atthis interview, Mr. Fack/on opened his mind freely on the 


he had it in inftruétion from the affembly of Pennfyloanta, to ads 
fure the miniftry, that they fhould alway think it their duty to 
grant fuch aids to the erown, as were {uitable to their circum-_ 
fiances, whenever called for in the ufdal conftitutional manner. 
Mr. Grenville, however, pertinacioufly adhered to his own opi- 
nions: and faid, that he had pledged his word for offering the 
flamp-till to the houfe, and that the houfe would hear their ob- 
jections, &c, &c. 

The bill was brought in ; and on the firft reading, Mr. Charles 


Townfend fpoke m ts favor. He took notice of feveral things’ 


that colonel Barre had faid in his {peech againft it; and then 


concluded with the following or like words: “ And now will 


thefe Americans, children planted by our care; nourifhed up by 
our indulgence, until they are grown to a degree of ftrength and 
opulence ;.and protected by our arms ; will they grudge to con- 
tribute their mite, to relieve us from the heavy weight of that 
burden which we lie under ?” | 
On this colonel Barre rofe, and after explaining fome patfla- 
es in his fpeech, took up Mr. Townfend’s concluding words in 
a mott {pirited and immutable manner, faying, ‘“* They planted by 
your care! No, your oppreffions planted them in America. 
They fled from your tyranny, to a then uncultivated and unhol- 
pitable country, where they expofed themfelves to almoit all the 
hardfhips to which human nature is liable; and among others, 
to the cruelties of a favage foe, the mof fubtle, and I will take 
upon meto fay, the mofl for ridable of any people upon the face 
of God’s earth ; and yet, actuated by principles. of true Enghil 
liberty, they met all hardfhips with pleature, compared with thole 
they fuffered in their own county, from the hands of thofe that 
fhould have been their friends.—They nourifhed up by YOUR tn 
dulgence ! They grew by your neglett of them. As foon as you 


fubjeét ; and Mr. Franklin, as mutt be fuppofed, mentioned that. |’ 


began to care about them, that care was exercifed in fending | 


perfons to rule them, in one department and another, who 
were, perhaps, the deputies of deputies to fome members of this 
houfe, fent to [py out their liberties, to mifrepreient their actions, 
and to pry upon them men, whofe behaviour on many occali- 
ons, has caufed the blood of thofe /ons of laberty to recoil within 
them—men promoted to the highett feats of juftice ; fome whe 

te, 


t 


\ 
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to my knowledge were glad, by going toa foreign country, to 
efcape being brought to the bar of a court of jullice in their own. 


aThey protetied by YOUR arms! They have nobly taken up 


arms in your defence ; have exerted a valor, amidift their conftant 
_and laborious induftry, for the defence of a country, whofe fron- 
_ tier was drenched in blood, while its interior parts yielded all its 
little favings to your emolument.—And believe me, remember 
I this day told you fo, that fame {pirit of freedom, which ac. 
tuated that people at firft, will accompany them 4Hll—but pru- 
_dence forbids me to explain mylelf further.—God knows, I 
do not at this time {peak from motives of party heat; what I. 
deliver are the genuine fentiments of my heart. However fupe- 
rior to me in general knowledge and experience’the reipetta- 
ble body of this houfe may be, yet I claim to know more of 
America than moft of you, having feen and been converfant in 
that country.—The people, I believe, are as truly loyal as any 
fubjecis the king has ; but a people jealous of their liberties, and 
who will vindicate them, if ever they thould be violated—but the 
fubje& is too delicate—I will fay no more.” Thefe fentiments 


were thrown out, fo entirely without premeditation, fo forcib] 
and fo firmly ; and the breaking off was fo beautifully abrupt, 
that the whole houfe fat awhile amazed, intently looking without 
anlwering a word. 
The London merchants trading to America, being much 
alarmed on account of their outitanding debts, petitioned againft 
thedtamp-aft. Their petition was offered at the fecond reading 
pf the bill. The rule of the houfe, never to receive petitions 
egainit money bills, was urged. General Conway obferved, that 
t appeared undeniable, that the prattice was by no means inva- 
able; at belt it was but a prattice of convenience, from which 
hey ought, in the prefent initance, to varyue The miniltry pub- 
icly declared, “ That tt was intended to cfablifh the power of 
Wereat-Bretacn to tax the colonies.” They were induced to make 
‘point of it, becaufe moit of the petitions from thence, denied 
n the ftrongeft terms, the right of Britain to impoie taxes. It 
vas evident that the minifterial forces would prevail, the petition 
H# the London merchants was therefore withdrawn. After that, 
ae others from the colonies were offered, but rejected upon the 
lea taken from the rule of the houfe. During the debate upon 
ne bill, in this flage of it, “ general Conway denied the right of 
arllament to tax the Americans, in the molt peremptory man- 
er; and urged, with great vehemence, the many hardthips, and 
rhat he was pleafed to call, abfurdities that would follow from 
l€ contrary doctrine and prattice*.”” Alderman Beckford alfy 
* Mr. Tngerfoll’s letter of March 6, 1765. 
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difputed the mght of parliament, according to Mr. Ingerfoll’s — 


jJetter. 


Birmingham, Manchejter, &c. as enjoying 2 virtual reprefentatron. — 
Whoever had a recourfe to a virtual reprefentatzon of the colo-— 
nies, in vindication of the parliament's taxing them, therein ac- 


knowledged, that there ought not to be taxation without repre~ | 


entation, But the difference between Leeds, Halifax, &c. and 
the American colonies, 1s as wide as the Atlantic. The land- 
holders of thofe towns enjoy a real reprefentation, if their free- 


have a choice in the eleétion of members, in one place or ano- 


ther. ‘The general interefts of the freeholders and tenants, elec- | 


tors and non-eleétors, are fo interwoven, that all are liable to 


other. The relative connection between them, produces what 
may be called, with a kind of propriety, a virtual reprefontateon ; | 
an{wering, though in a lower degree, to what the family of a | 
frecholder or freemanenjoys. But was all the foil in the Britifh | 
colonies a man’s freehold, 1t would not give him a fingle vote | 
for any one member of parliament. T here is not an individual / 
in them, who, fhould he crofsthe Atlantic, would have a right to 
vote in any election, by virtue of any privileges enjoyed in Ame- 
rica. He mult be a freeholder of Britain, or a freeman of fome . 
Britifh city, borough, of corporation, and have a Britifh qualt- 
fication, before he can eleét or be elegted. The interefts of Ames 
rica and Britain are notinterwoven, as ate thofe of Britifh elec- | 
tors and non-eleftors. If the Britifh parliament impofe taxes ON, 
the Americans, Britons do not bear with them, their part and 
proportion in the faid taxes. The former are burdened, that the" 
latter may be eafed.. The monies raifed have the nature of atrie 
bute, exacted from a conquered people in a {lavifh dependence ; 
and not of a tax voluntarily granted by the voice of freemen, 
through their own elected reprefentatives, paying {cot and lot 
with themfelves for the fupport of government. Befide, the’ 
Britifh parliament are fo far removed from America, that they 
cannot obtain that full information refpecting the colonies, whieh 
ought alway to accompany the exercife of a taxing power. | 

When the queilion upon the bill, in its laft flage, was brough, 
to a vote, there were about 250 for, and 50 again{t it. In the 
houfe of lords, fo firong was the unanimity, that there was no 
a fingle fyllable uttered againit the bil! ; and on the twenly-fecont 
of March, it obtained the toyal affent. The night after it was pafled 
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holds yield 4 certain annual income. Many of the inhabitants | 


be equally affected by the fame common taxes. The one pays) 
the fame duty on his fugar, tea, coffee, and chocolate, as the | 


H 
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Dr. Franklin wrote Mr. Charles Thomfon*, “ the fun of liberty 
is fet ; you mutft light up the candles ot induftry and economy.” 
Mr. Thomfon an{wered, he was apprehenfive that other lights 
would be the confequence, and predicted the oppofition that tol- 
lowed. Fe 3's 
The framers of the flamp-a€t flattered themfelves, that the 
confufion which would arife upon the difufe of writings, would 
compel the colonies to ufe the flamp-paper, and theretore to pay 
the taxes impofed. Thus they were led to pronounce it, a daw 
} which would execute rtfelf. Mr. Grenville however appears to 
_ have been apprehentfive, that it might occafion diforders ; ‘to pre- 
vent or fupprefs which, he projected another bill, which was 
brought in the fame feffion, whereby it was to be made lawful 
} for military officers in the colonies, to quarter their foldiers in 
_ private houfes. ‘This feemed intended to awe the people into a 
compliance with the other a€t. Great oppofition being made to 
it, as under fuch a power in the army, no one could look on his 
} houfe as his own, that part of the bill was dropt; but there till 
remained a claufe, when it pafled into a law, to oblige the feve- 
j ral affemblies to provide quarters for the foldiers, and to furnith 
them with firing, bedding, candles, {mall beer, rum, and fundry 
| other articles, at the expence of the feveral provinces ; which 
continued in force when the flamp-aé was repealed. It equally 
-militated with the other againit the American principle, That 
money rs not to be raed on Englhifh fubjetls without their confent. 
_ Whatever might be urged, government was under no: necef- 
_ fity of adopting the mode of taxing the colonies for their defence, 
and the fecuring of the new ceded countries. ‘T hough after the 
| general peace, an Indian war might be continued or renewed, 
that was no reafon for continuing Britith forces in America. 
The colonifts were better able to deal with them than the regu- 
lars. The new’ ceded countries required no great number of 
troops to fecure them. The colonies were at hand to fupport 
the Britifh garrifons in cafe affiftance was wanted ; and they 
had repeatedly fhewed their readinefs upon former occafions.— 
| The idea of a dangerous enemy upon the American continent 
was at anend: and the Britifh adminiftration muft have been 
mexcufable, had they not guarded againit the transferring of 
}one from Europe. It was become futile to exclaim—‘ Shall it 
depend upon the refolutions of a Philadelphia aflembly, whether 
our fellow fubjeéts fhall arm in defence of liberty and property ? 
Does the fate of a whole continent bear any proportion to an al- 
/moit imperceptible encroachment upon the important privilege 
of an American, deliberating for a year or two, whether he will 


* The prefent Secretary ef Congrefs, 
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ofthat harmony, which fo long fubfified between the colonies i: 


- unneceflarily the prejudices of the Americans. But the impoli. 


point out to him fuch perfons. Thus the agents were drawn in) | 
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pay fix-pence in the pound to fave himfelf and family from per- 
dition 2” ‘The danger of perdition was a mere bugbear, which 
might frighten the ignorant into an apprehenfion, that 1t was aba 
folutely neceflary to maintain an army 1 America, for the ex- — }! 
pence of which the colonies fhould be made to anfwer : but the ay 
Americans knew better than to flartle at the fpeftre. Had no | 
more troops been {tationed pon the American continent than | 
circumftances called for, the miniftry might have obtained all |, 
the aids it was reafonable for the colonies to have given, by the. 
old mode of requifition. From the time that they were frih yy 


confidered as capable of granting aids, the conftant mode of © i 
obtaining them, was by requipilion from the crown, through the | 
governors to the feveral afiemblies: and the minitters, from | 
Charles Li. to the prefent king, moft effeétually recognifed the 
diftinG@tion between parliamentary fuperintendence and taxation, | 
in their requifitions to the colonies to raife men and money by |: 
afis of aflembly. Had this happy method been continued, all 
the money that could have been jultly expected from them in ~ 
any manner, might have been procured without the leaft breac! 


ot 


and the mother country : and it was not aéting wifely to thwarts) 


tion of taxes upon them might be introductory to, or a part of @ 


the plan for overturning their civil and religious liberties, alluded | | 
to by the Reverend Mr. Whtiefield, before even the fugar-att ht 
had pafled. | | | a 

The ftamp-aét having paffed, the colony agents waited upon Bi 
Mr. Wheatley by defire, who told them, that Mr. Grenville) 
did not think of fending from Great Britain ftamp officers, but 
wifhed to have difcreet and refpeftable perfons appointed from | 


among the inhabitants ; and that he would be obliged to them to | 


fo nominate. Dr. Franklin recommended Mr. Hughes to be « 
chief diftributor of flamps in Penn/ylvama, and Mr. Cox in them: 
Ferfeys; and being coniulted by Mr. Ingerfoll, advifed him to: : 


accept, adding, go homeand tell your countrymen to get chaldren as — 


fale as they can—thereby intimating his opinion of the opprefhon 


the colonifts were under, and of their prefent inability to make | 
effeCiual refiftance; but that they ought, when fufficiently nu- 3 
merous, to fhake off the yoke and recover their liberty. It is): 
apparent. from the recommendations, and the appointments 
made in confequence of the ‘nominations, that the agents were | 
far from thinking, that fuch difturbances would have been | 
occafioned by the ftamp-aét, or. they would have fpared theif 
friends, They certainly expeéied the att would have gone | 
down, | 
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_ down, and the {larnp-papers have been ufed. But it was th- 
reverfe: 

A general difcontent through the Maffachufetts difeovered it. 
felf immediately on the firfl advice of the afis having paffed ; 
but: there was no other expectation among the bulk of the 
people, than that. the aét would be fabmitted to, and the duty 
paid; and feveral who afterward oppofed it violently, made in- 
_tereft with the diftributor, that they or their friends might ob- 
tain appointments, The new!papers indeed, groaned for the’ 
| lofs of hberty ; however, nothing extravagant appeared in them : 
} but the friends to the claims of the colonies, pleafed with Barre’s 
| ipeech, and what he had pronounced the Americans, affumed 
| to themfelves the title of -SONS OF LIBERTY. | 
| . In Conneéticut, the inhabitants were quite mattentive to the 
| fatal confequences that the aGt might draw after it in fome dif. 
tant period. The judges themfelves, feveral of whom were of 
| the council, appeared perfeéily fecure, and were no ways alarrn- 

ed. The Rev. Mr. Stephen fokrfon of Lyme, vexed and grieved 
#) with the temper and inconfideratenefs of al} orders of people, de. 
termined if poffible to roufe them to a better way of thinking. 
He confulted a neighbouring gentleman, an Irifhman. by birth, 
who undertook to convey ihe pieces he might pen to the Nez 
London printer, fo fecretly as to prevent tuc author’s being dif- 
covered. Three or four ellays were publifhed upon the occafj- 
on. The eyes of the public began to open, and fears were ex- 
cited. Other writers engaged in the bufinefs, while the firft 
withdrew, having fully anfwered his intention. The congrega- 
tonal minifters faw further into the defigns of the Britifh admis 
nitration than the bulk of the colony; and by their publications 
and converfation, increafed and ilrengthened the oppofition.— 
¥ it became fo confiderable, that when governor itch propofed 
that he and the counfellors fhould be fworn agreeable to the 


fiamp-aét, colonel Trumbull * went outand refufed even to wit- 
nels to the tranfa&tion. Others followed this {oirited example, 
Bend only four of the council remained. Sion 
B In Mrginiaa general difpofition appeared to fubmit to the 
. famp-aét: but George Johnfion and Patrich Henry, elqrss con. 
Biulted together; and afterward, at the clofe of the ieflions, when 
qtiere was but athin houfe, many members being abfent preparing 
tO returnhome, Mr. Henry brought in a number of refolves,— 
hey were as follows, viz. “Whereas the honorable houfe of 
commons in Ereland, have of late drawn into queftion how far 
the general aflembly of this colony hath power to enaét laws for 
laying of taxes and impofing duties, payable by the people of this 
18 majefty’s mofk ancient colony—for fettling and afcertaining 


Vou. 1. R the 


* Late Governor Trum'ull, of ConneGicus.. 


i 
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the fame to all future times, the houfe of burgefles of this pre- 
ferit general affembly, have come to the following refolves: 

Refolved, That the firft adventurers, fetilers of this his ma- 
jefty’s colony and dominion of Virginia, brought with ther and 
tran{mitted to their poftertty, and all other his majelty’s fubjetis. 
_ fince inhabiting in this his majelty’s faid colony, all the liberties, 
privileges, franchifes, and immunities, that have at any time 
been held, enjoyed anid poffefled by the people of Great-Britain: 

- Refolved, That by two royal charters, granted by king. Zames 
¥. the colonifts aforefaid are declared and entitled to all liberties, 
privileges and ‘ mmunities of denizens and natural fubjeéts, to all 
intents and purpoles, as if they had been abiding and born with- 
im the realm of England : 

Refolved, That his majelty’s liege people of this anctent co- 
lony have enjoyed the right of being thus governed by their 
own affembly, in the articles of taxes and internal police ; and 
ihat the fame have never been forfeited, or any other way yield- 


ed up, but have been conftantly recognifed by the king and | 


people of Bretaan : 
Refolved, therefore, That the general affembly of this colony, 
together with his majefty or his fabftitutes, have in their repre- 


fentative capacity, the only exclufive right and power to lay i 


taxes and impolls upon the inhabitants of this colony ; and that 
every attempt to veit fuch power in any other perion or perfons 


whatfoever, than the general affembly aforefaid, 1 illegal, un- ll 
conflitutional, and ‘ungult, and hath a manifelt tendency to de- i 


flroy Britifh as well as American liberty : 


Refolved, That his majefty’s hege people, the inhabitants of | 


this colony, are not bound to yield obedience to any law or or- 


. 


dinance whatever, defigned to impofe any taxation whatfoever 


upon them, other than the laws or ordinances of the general af- . 


fembly aforefaid : : at: 
Refolved, That any perfon who fhall, by fpeaking or writing, 
affert or maintain, that asy perfon or perfons, other than the 
general affembly of this colony, have any right or power to im- , 


pofe or lay any taxation or the people here, fhall be deemed an | 


enemy to this his majelty’s colewy 2". 

Upon reading thefe refolves, the Scotch gentlemen in the. 
houfe, cried out treafon, &¢. “They were however adopted.— i 
The next day, fome old members got them revifed, though they , 
could not carry it to reject them. As revifed they fand thus on 
the printed journals of the houfe of burgeffes. ay | 


| 


Thurflasy 
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Refolved, That the firft adventurers, &c. &c. as above : 

Refolved, That by two royal charters, dc. &c. 

Refolved, That the taxation of the people by themfelves, or 
by perfons chofen by themfelves to reprefent them, who can 
only know what taxes the people are able to bear, or the eafiett 
method of raifiag them, and muft themfelves be effetted by every 
| tax laid on the people, is the only fecurity againft a burdenfome 

| taxation, and the diftinguithing charatteriltic of Brityfh free- 
_ dom ; without which the ancient conftitution cannot exit: 

Refolved, That his majeity’s liege people of this his mof an- 
cient and loyal colony have, without interruption, enjoyed the 
inefiimable right of being governed by fuch laws, re{pecting their 
internal polity and taxation, as are derived from their own con- 
Jent, with the approbation of their fovereign or his fubfitute ; 
and that the fame hath never been forfeited or yielded up, but 
hath been conitantly recognifed by the kings and people of 
| Great- Britain,’ 

[| June 1.] Lieutenant governor Farquier diflolved the houfe 
of burgeffes upon being made acquainted with their refolves. 

A manufcript of the unrevifed refolves foon reached Philadel. 
plaa, having been fent off immediately upon their palling, that 
the earlieft information of what had been done might be obtained 
‘by the fons of hberty. From thence the like was forwarded on 
the feventeenth of June.. At New-Yorf the refolves were hand- 
ed about with great privacy: they were accounted fo treafonable, 
that the poffeflors of them declined printing them in that city. 
The frufk gentleman alluded to above, being there, inquired after 
them, and withmuch precaution was admitted to take a copy.— 
He carried them to New-England, where they were publithed 
and circulated far and wide in the newfpapers, without any re- 
WWlerve, and proved eventually the occafion of thofe. diforders 
which afterward broke outin the colonies. Till they appeared, 
t was thought that the Rhode-Iflanders would fubmit. Murmurs 
indeed were continually Keard; but they feemed to be fuch ag 
would die away.) Lhe Virginia refolutions gave a {pring to. all 
Whe difguited ; and they began to adopt different meafures. 
|) Lhe Maffachufetts affembly had hit upen awife and quiet 
lynode of feeking redre{s, before ever they could be acquainted: 
vith what had been done in Virginia. It was projected and 
|)rought on by Meffrs. Qé#s, father and fon. They were vi iting 
Wt fames Warren’s efgq; of Plymouth, afon and brother in law, 
lite having married Mifs Os. -The ftate of public affairs, and 
ow to getrid of the burdens coming upon the colonies, were the 
fubjects 


\ 


though there wa 
the inftance of perfons a 
excepting the firft congrets: 
iffachufetts general court 1n 1690 
made againit holding one 
notwithitanding it might want 

It was agreed to forward the m 
method tor cbtaining the removal 
matter was movedin t 
fequence was, 
{hould be a meeting, 
houfes of reprefentatives or 
confult on the prefent circumitance 
difficulties to which they a 
der of .a general addrels 
‘Lueiday of OGober.” 
be fent to the feveral foeakers ; 
James Oirs, jan. 0 
were chofen the committee 
nor, in his account to the lords of 
his meafure to any ¢ 
ent took the le 
£ the three chofen are fa 
creet men, fuch.as I 
er applications to the governmen 


Colden defignedly pro~ ' 


could be 


fibleto oppofet 
the friends of governm 
in their hands. 
vernment, prudent and dif 
never confent to any improp 
of Great-Britain.”’ 
rogued the meeting of the 
appointed for the congrefs ; but 
vote of the houfe of the eightee 
committee during the rece{s, to writ 
the feveral aflemblies or committces of 
nent, did by virtue of that order, 
houfe afterward approved of th 
November ; and moreover refolved, 
lief from the operation and execution of t 
other atts for levying dut 
petitions be preparec 
houfe of commons, as n 
congrefs as the particular 
admit.” 
The aflemblies of Virginza, North- 
prevented, by their governors, 
ing commiitees to congreis. 
d and Providence Plantations, Conneticut, 


Tun HLSTOBRY, oF FRE 


5 of converfation. 


s no precedent of any one 
uthorized or emp: 


he houfe of afie 
an agreement, that 
as foon as may 
burgefies in the fev : 
s of the colonies, and the | 
reduced, and to confi. | 
be held at New-York. the firfe | 
Within two days, a letter was drafted to | 
lofe of a fortnight, || 
and Timothy Ruggles, elqrs. 
for the Maflachufetts. 
trade, faid, ‘It was impofs 
ood purpo 
adin ait, and have kept it}; 
{t friends to go. 1/5 
am affured will) 
#54 


re and muit be 


and at the c 
liver Partridge, 


‘woo 


Lieutenant governor 
New-York aflembly, tll afte 
the committee ordered, by the 
nth of Oftober 1764, to be a & 
eto and correfpond with ! 
affembhies on the conti, | 
mect in congrefs ; and the i 
conduét, on the twentieth of | 
“ that for the obtaining re-) 
he flamp-act, and | 
colonies, humble | 
fe of lords, and the ! 
e drawn up by the | 


ies and taxes on the co 
ared to the king, the hou 
early fimular to tho 
circumftances of the colony 


Coralina, and Georgia 
having the opportunit 


co due $ A 
The Maffachufetts-Bay, 


[A D, 4756: 


s had often been held, and 
's being called, but at 
oyed by the miniltry, 
{s we read of, which was propofed by the 
; yet mo reafonable objection 
upon the prefent emergency, 
fanétion of adminiftration.— 
eeting of a congrels as a proper 
of American grievances. The |i 
mbly ; | June 6.| the con- — } 
“Tt is highly expedient, there 
be, of committees from the 


eral colonies, to 


e; and therefore © 


ed 


& 


‘The gover- 


r the time 4 


wilh! 


were | 
y of fend-| 
y, Rhode- I>’ 
New-York, Nevt'= 4 
Wacky, A 


i 


i 
ft 
i) 


») 


\' 
} 
i 


A. D.1765.] AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 199. 


) Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the Delaware Counties, and South-Carolix a 
had their refpeétive committees prefent at the place. appointed ; 
and Mr, Ruggles was chofen chairman. The petition to. th. 
houfe of commons being finifhed, was figned ; though only by 
members from fix colonies ; ‘the committees from Connectecic!, 
|), New-York, and South-Carolina, not having been fufficiently em- 
| powered. Mr. Ruggles took leave of the members, Thuriday 
evening the twenty-fourth of OGober, and came off the next 
i morning without figning ; for which he was aiterward cenfured 
)) by the Maffachu/etts aflembly. Mr. Otis was upon the point of 
| trefpafling in like manner; but was prevented by the influence 
| of Mr. Thomas Lynch, of the South-Carolina committee. Thea 
 congrels diffolved on O&tober the twenty-fifth, having finifhed 
ithe bufinefs, to which they had been appointed. . The colonies 
that could not {end committees, fhowed, as opportunities offered, 
|their approbation of what had been done, by forwarding to their 
| agents petilions to the like purpole with that of congrefs. New. 
ampflare had excufed their not fending to Congre‘s, from the 
Vihen fituation of their governmental affairs ; but the {peaker lay. 
jing before the aflembly the proceedings of Congrefs, on Novem. 
ber the twenty-fecond, they voted unanimoully, “ That this 
houfe do fully approve of and heartily join in the refolves and fe. 
veral petitions agreed to by the {aid general congrefs; and that 
| ‘i {peaker, with two others (all whofe names are mentioned} 
€ empowered +o fign the fame in behalf of this houfe, if not tog 
late; if the general petitions are forwarded, in that cafe the faid 
petitions to be fairly engroffed, that they fign them in behalf of 
1¢ houfe, and forward them with duplicates to Burlow Trece- 
chand John Wentworth, elqrs. who are appointed {pecial a. 
ts for the houfe, and are empowered and detired to: prefent 
UW fid petitions, &c.”) The committee wrote to thefe agents, 
ecember the fixth, and concluded with laying, Wein 


rovince have not been fo boifterous and irregular as fome 
vrits, not becaufe we were infenfible of our diftrei{es ; but bez 
§ ©2"\ we thought the prefent method moft likely to obtain relief.” 
+e Virginia refolves having had their full operation, andthe 
{piriof the people being highly inflamed, the colonial difturs 
1C\ break out upon the following occafion. Melflrs, pohn 
| deerfun. Thomas Crafis, John Smith, Henry Welles, Thomas 
i Nephen Cleverly, Henry bafs, and 
mieft \eir abhorrence and d 
ofed were endeavo 


ee nee 
de and hang 


he fourteenth, upon the 


limb 
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limb of a large old elm, toward the entrance of 
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It is the opinion of fome, that the firft movers in the affair 
meant mainly an affault upon the houle of the deputy regitter, 
who, by various mal-praétices, had made himfelf highly obnoxi- 
ous to perfons doing bufinefs at his office. But mobs once raif- 
ed, foon become ungovernable by new and large acceffions, and 
j extend their intentions far beyond thofe of the original inltiga- 
A tors. Crafty men may intermix with them, when they are much 
| heated, and direét their operations quite differently from what 
| ‘was at firit defigned. 

. How far the fcheme of the prefent mob extended, when it 
}firkt colleéted, is hard to fay ; but upon leaving Mr. Story’s, they 
| proceed to the houfe of Mr. Benj. Hallowell, comptroller of the 
jcuftomsfor Bolton; and to the repetition of fimihiar excefles to 
| what have been juft committed, add the drinking and deftroying 
fof liquors in the cellars, the taking away of wearing apparel, the 
breaking open of defk and drawers, and the carrying off of thir- 
ty pounds flerling in money. Many being now inflamed with 
liquor, and numbers having joined them, they*become more ri- 
otous, and are ready for any mifchief. They hurry away to 
Mr. Hutchinfon’s houfe with the rage of madmen. He fends of 
his children ; bars his doors and windows; and means to remain: 
put is foon under the neceffity of withdrawing, firfk to one 
houfe, then to another, where he continues till fotir in the morn- 
ing; by which time, one of the beft finifhed houfes in the colo- 
ny has nothing remaining but the bare walls and floors. Gen- 
demen of the army, who have feen towns facked by an enemy, 
leclare they never before faw an inflance of fuch fury. The 

‘oters carry off about nine hundred pounds fterling, befide plate, 

amily pictures, houfhold furniture of every krnd, and the ap- 

parel of the lieutenant governor, his children and fervants.— 
hey alfo empty the houfe of every thing whatfoever, except a 
patt of the kitchen furniture; and fcatter or deftroy all the ma- 

‘hae and other papers he has been colle€ling for thirty years 
Wack, befides a great number of public papers in his cuftody.-— 

“he lofs of papers is irreparable. 

| (Aug. 27.] The next day it was ftrongly reported, by the 

nemies of Dr. Fonathan Mayhew, that he approved of thefe do- 

ngs ; and had, indeed, encouraged them, in a fermon preached 
ae preceding Lord’s day, on Gal. v. 12, 13. This Ied him to 
rite immediately to Hutchinfon ; and in his letter he condoled 
nth hun, “ on account of the almoft unparalleled outrages, com- 
utted at his houfe the preceding evening ;” and faid, “ God is 
ty witnefs, that, from the bottom of my heart, I deteft thefe © 
toceedings ; and that Iam fincerely grieved for them, and have 
deep fympathy with you, and your dillreffed family on this oc- 


cafion, 
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cafion. I did, indeed, exprels myfelf ftrongly, in favor of Cis 
vil and religious liberty, as I hope I fhall ever continue to do ; 


and fpoke of the ftamp-aGt as a great grievance, like to prove 
detrimental, in a high degree, both to the colonies and the mo-_ 


‘ther country; and [have heard your honor {peak to the fame 


purpofe. But, as my text led me to do, I cautioned my hearers | 
very particularly, againit the abufes of liberty; and exprefled — 
my hopes, that no perfons among ourfelves had encouraged the 
bringing of fach a burden on their country, notwithflanding it 


had been firongly fufpeGted. In truth, Sir, Thad rather lofe my _ 


hand, than be an encourager of fuch outrages as were commit-" |! 
ted laf night. I do not think my regard to truth was ever called | 


into queflion, by thofe that knew me; and therefore hope your 


honor will be fo jufl as to give entire credit to thefe folemn de- — 


clarations.” 


ae 
This fame day the fuperior court began its term. The chief | 
juttice, Mr. Hutchin fon, attended in his only fuit, and necefla- 
-rily without thofe enfigns of office, fo wifely calculated to pro-_ 
cure regard to authority ; while the other gentlemen of the bench | 


and bar appeared in their refpe€tive robes. The court refufed 
to do any bufineis, and adjourned to the ffteenth of O€tober, to, 


fhow their refentment of the infult offered the lieutenant-gover- ° 
nor as well as their fenfe of the anarchy to which the government _ 


was reduced. Half a dozen of the dregs of the people, who, being 
taken up, refuled to difcover the ringleaders, were committed. 
Three broke jail and fled, againft one of whom a bill was found + 
againit the other three in cuftody none was found ; for it was 


not thought fafe to profecute. ‘The temper of the public would - 


not adinit of it, without hazarding further difturbances ; and for | 


7) 


that reafon, one, who was capitally charged with being a prinss | 
cipal in the riot, and fecured, was finally difmilled by the jul 


tices. 


Various caufes might contribute toward the outrageous attack | 


upon the houfe and property of Mr. Hutchinfon. As long back 
as 1748, the currency having depreciated to about an eighth of * 


its original value, he, being then {peaker of the houfe, projected | 


and carried through a bill tor abolifhing it, and fubftituting gold 
and filver in its place, which made him extremely obnoxious tte | 
feveral, who had lived by fraud, and were much diffatisfied with ° 
the alteration. They then threatened him with deflruciion ; andy, ° 
retaining their rancour, are fuppofed to have been aiders and © 
abettors, if not aétors in the riot.—A certain gentleman of great , 
integrity, and who fills‘a place in the judicial department, with | 
much credit’ ahd to-the fatisfa€tion of the public, has exprefied | 
a firong apprehenfion, that the mob was led on to the es by. 

. a lecret 
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a fecret influence, with a view to the deflru&tion of certain pa- 
pers, known to. be there, and which, it is thought, would have , 
proved, that the grant to the New-Plymouth company on Ken. 
nebéc river, was different froin what was contended for by fom 
claimants. The papers were never found afterward. But Mr, 
Hutchinjon had certainly difgufled the people exceedingly, by 
puoraaiatg the fuperior court’s granting writs of afliflance; and 

by fhowing himlelf fo ftrenvous in {upporting government, when * 
become odious, by the meafures adopted for obliging the colonies 

to pay taxes in compliance with Britilh aéts of parliament.+He 
was alfo ftrongly fufpeéted of having forwarded the ftamp-att, by 
letters written upon the occafiom ‘Thefe circumflances, co-ope- 
rating with the general difpofition in the people to tumult, pros 
duced by a prevailing perfuafion, that they were deprived’ of 

_ thé liberties of Englifhmen, will account for the exceflive out: 
rages again{t him in particular. But their enormity was alatm- 
‘ing, No one knew who might be the next facrifice. The town 

of Bofton therefore, befide condemning them the next day, 
unanimouifly voted, “ ‘That the feleé: men and maviftrates be de- 

| fired to ufe their utmoft endeavours to fupprefs the like diforders 
for the future :” and for feme time, the magiltrates and private 
gentlemen, the cadet and other companies, Kept Watch at night 

to prevent further violences. } ate 

| Injuftice to Mr. Hutchinfon, it mult.be obferved, that from 
his letters to Meffrs. Bollan, Jackjon, and others, it appears, 

j that he then confidered parliament’s taxing the colonies as incon- 

j fiftent with the rights of the colonifts, and as a mere a@ of pow- 

er, without regard to equity. He was at the trouble of writing 

a pamphlet in 1764, containing 4 brief flate of the claim of the 
colonies, and the intereft of the nation with refpect to them. This, 
when he had difguifed it fo as that it might not be fulpefted to 
come from America, he fent to Mr. Jackfon the agent, who 
was either to fupprefs or publifh it; and he afterward exprefled 
afurprife at his not having done the latter. The following are 
extracts from it. : ee et Ai) 

“ The right to new acquired countries, according to the con- 
fitution of England, two, hundred years ago, was allowed to be 
in the crown. ‘The crown from time to time difpofed of thele' 
countries, not only to their own fubjeGs, but to foreign prin- 
‘ces; particularly Acadia and Nova-Scotia, when begun to be fet- 
tled by Britifh fubjects, were ceded to France, although France 
had no better claim to them than to N ew-England:-and Surinam 
wasdold to,. or exchanged withthe Dutch.” He might have ad- 
duced in proof of James I. being of opinion, that he hada per- 
jonal right to alienate at pleafure new acquired territory, his 

Vou.. I, S a # granting, 
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granting, in September 1621, Nova-Scotia, which he could not 
inherit but as king of England, to Sir William Alexander, of Men- 
ftry, afterward Lord Starling, under the feal-of Scotland ; and 
his ereéting it into a palatinate, to be holden as a fief of the 
crown of scotland. Under the fame feal, and in the fame 
words, the grant was confirmed by Charles I. in June 1625. | 
The legality of thefe grants appear not to have been queftioned - 
at the tme, which indicates that the prevailing opinion of theming 


ia 


Enolifh correfponded then with that of their fovereigns. 


Mr. Hutchinfon goes on to mention, ‘ American lands 1n their | 
natural ftate are of no value: there is not any colony which — i 
has not cof{t more to make it capable of rendering profit than it | 
is now worth.” . Bos. 

‘“¢ In the trading towns, <4 fome of the colonies the laft war, 
one fourth part of the profit of the trade was annually paid to | 
the fupport of the war, and other public charges. In thecoun- |, 
try towns, a farm which would not rent for twenty pounds a year, i 
paid ten pounds taxcs. Was it from parental affeétion to the co- |. 
lonifts, and to fave them from French vaflalage, that Great-Bri- | |' 
tain was at fuch expence ; or was “t from fear of lofing the ad- 
vantageous trade fhe had carried on with her colonies ?”’ “”~ 

«© When there is peace in Europe, what occafion 1s there for © 
any national expence in America?” ae me it 

“Tt cannot be good policy to tax the Americans ; it will prove © 
prejudicial to_ the national interefts. The advantages propofed | 
by the increafe of the revenue, are fallacious and delufive. You | 
will lofe more than you will gain. Britain reaps the profit off | 
all their trade, and of the increafe of their fubftance.”” a 
_ Your commerce with the colonies will be enough for you, 
fhould you have no commerce elfewhere, if you encourage the 
colonies to increafe the confumption of your manufaétures for ; 

fifty yeats to come, as they have done for fifty years pall; and © 
with no more than reafonable encouragement they will infalli- 
bly do it, and in much greater proportion.” i 

Though the difturbances began im Bofton, yet they were not © 
confined to the Maffachu/etts. They broke out in the other co- 
lonies ; and fo near to the fame time, as to excite fufpicions, 
that it was not wholly the effect of accident, but partly ef apre-— 
concerted defign. Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations fhow= 
ed themfelves. among the foremoft in their oppofition to the" 
ftamp-att. eT 

(Aug. 24.] A gazette extraordinary was publifhed at Prow-, 
dence, with Vox popult, Vox Dei, in large letters for the frontif-, 
piece ; and underneath, Where the Sporit of the Lords, there 1s 
hbeyty. The publication ‘had a tendency to prepare the peor 
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for ation. Effigies were alfo exhibited; and in the evening, 
cut down and burnt by the populace. 
27.| About nine in the morning, the people of Newport, 
in Rhode-lflard, brought forth three effigies, meant for Metfrs, 
Howard, Moffatt, and fo/infon, in a cart with halters about 
_ their necks, to a gallows near the town-houfe, where they were 
hung ; after a while cut down, and burnt amid the acciamations 
of thoufands. 
[28.] By the next day there was time enough to hear of 
_ what had been done at Bojion. The people collected, or rather 
_ were muttered afrefh, and befat the houfe of Mr. Martin How- 
ard, yun. a lawyer of reputation, and a writer in defence of the 
parliament’s right to tax the colonies. They deftroyed every 
thing, and left only a fhelJ. They paffed on to Dr. Thomas Mof- 
_fait’s, a phyfician, one who had warmly fupported in converfa- 
tion the fame right, and behaved in like manner. They intend- 
ed doing itto Mr. duguftus Fohnfon, but defifted upon perfuati- 
on; and on his coming to town, and giving it under his hand 
)) that he would not accept the office of diftributor of the ftamps, 
_unilefs the public were fatisfied, they became quiet. Meffrs. How- 
ard and Moffatt haftened on board a {hip of war for perfonal 
 fafety. , 
__ The commotions in Connecficut were not equally violent : but 
Mr. Ingerfoll was the fubjett of exhibition in divers places, 
| ie Aug. 292.| They had their pageantry at Norwech, which they 
¢ommitted to the flames, when the day clofed. | 
} [26.] They had the fame at Lebanon; but before they executed 
and burnt, they had the parade of a mock trial. 
i [27.| The next day there was a repetition of the like, ex- 
j cepting the trial, At length the refentment againft the ftamp, 
} diflributor became fo general and alarming, that he refigned his 
§ office. | 
_ A like refignation takes place in New-York, fome time in Au, 
guilt. It becomes a neceflary point of prudence, from the f{pirit 
which the citizens difcaver. ‘The {flamp-aét is treated with the moft 
indignant contempt, by being printed and cried about the ftreets, 
under the title of, The folly of ENGLAND, and ruin of AME- 
RICA, Toward the end of Ottober the ftamp-papers arrive ; 
and Mr. M‘Evers having refigned, leutenant-governor Co/den 
takes them into Fort George. Some extraordinary preparaticns 
for fecuring them having difpleafed the inhabitants, joined to the 
difhke they have entertained to Colden’s political fentiments, 
| Noy. 1.] and its being the day for the flamp-a€t to take place, 
numbers are induced to affemble in the evening. They proceed 
to the fort walls; break open his flable ; take out his coach; 
? and, 
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and, after carrying it through the principal ftreets of the city Trae 
triumph, march to tue common, where a gallows is erecied ; on 
ene end of which they fufpend his effigy, having in his night} 
hand a flamped bill of lading, and in the other, a figure for the» a) 
devil. After hanging a confiderable time, they carry the whole, ee | 
with the gallows intire, the coach preceding, in proceflion to the 4 ‘| 
gate of the fort; from whence it is removed to the bowling-green, at 
under the muzzels of the guns; where a bonfire is immediately} 
made, and all, coach included, are confumed amid the exultati- © 
ons of fome thoufands of fpettators. They go from hence to Ae 
major James's houfe, before known by thé name of Vaux-hall, 
_ which ts genteely furnifhed ; contains a valuable library and ma~ 
ny curiofities, and has a handfome garden belonging to it’ Pheya 
ftript it of every article, make another bonfire, and confume the — 
whole, befide deftraying the garden ; and all becaufe of his be- he 
ing a friend to the flamp-att. ae 
(Noy. 2.| The next morning a paper is privately drawn up, — 
and given to aman to read from the balcony of the cotfee-houle, 
to and about which the citizens are ufed to frequent : it fets forth |r 
the neceflity of being peaceable, and calls upon the inhabitants ny 
to turn aut with their arms upon any alarm, and quell all riotous me 
proceedings. The effeét it appears to have upon being heard, is 9) 
truftrated by captain Ffaac Sears, who formerly commanded a, ie 
privateer, and is bitterly fet against the ftamp-att. “Having been’) 
fecretly informed in the morning what ts to be done, he 1s pre- © | 
fent, and tells the populace, who colle& about him, “¢ Thein- 9: 
tention of the propolal that has been read, is to prevent our hav- n 
ing the ftamp papers ;’ and adds, “ but we will have them with= 9 || 
in four and twenty hours.” He then flourifhes his hat, and cries, | 
‘« Huzza, my lads.” They immediately comply 1m loud {houts. 
He turns to feveral gentlemen pfefent, and fays, “ Your belt! 
Way, as you may. now fee, will be to advife lieutenant-governor & 
Colden to fend the ftamp-papers from the fort tothe inhabitants.” 
in the evening the mob affemble, and infift upon his delivering © } 
them into their hands. He hopes to, fatisfy them, by declaring © 
he will do nothing in relation to the dtamps, but leave it to Sir 1 
Henry Moore to do as he pleafes on hus arrival, ‘The people are) 
not contented ; they will have the ftamps, or attempt taking them, 4 
away by force; which mult probably be attended with much’ | 
bloodfhed. After repeated negociation, it 1s agreed, that they #) 
fhall be delivered-to the corporation - which ts accordingly done, 
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and they are depofited in the city-hall, to general fatistaétion, © | 


Ten boxes of the “like, which arrive afterward, meet with al 
worle fate, being committed to the flames. f i, A 
itaxs us ; Then 4 


| 
} 
; 
. 
| 
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The deftru€tion of major Fames’s houfe, (for it was reduced 


}ito a fhell). convinced the gentlemen who were {landing up for 


the rights of the colonies, that it was neceflary to have leaders 
to manage the mob. It was therefore contrived’ to call the 
people together, og 


| [ Nov. 6.] They met in the fields ; and it was propofed, that 


a committee be appointed to: open a correfpondence with the 
other colonies. ‘This was a mealure of fo ferious and important 
a nature, as to endanger the property and lives of the commit- 
tee, efpecially fhould the ftamp-att be enforced and carried 
through ; and therefore there was no one, for more than half 
an hour,’ who would venture to accept. Mr. James De Lancey, 
who had joined the popular fide, in order to fecure a feat in the 
aflembly at the next general eleétion, was nominated ; but de- 
clined, pleading his being upon the committee to converfe with 
the lawyers, on their proceeding to bufinefs without ftamps, in- 
ftead of fufpendiny it, as they appeared to intend. At length, 
however, captain Sears with four others offered, and were ap- 
proved. | 

They agreed among themfelves to fign all the letters with 
their feveral names, and to open a correfpondence with all the 
colonies. The Philadelphians were requelted to forward their 
enclofed letters to the more fouthern ftates, and the Boflomans 
ito forward thofe for New-Hampfhire. 

_ Here we fee another fet of correfponding fons of liberty 
originated, to flrengthen the oppofition of the colonies to par- 
lamentary taxation. 

The commotions beyond New-York, did not terminate in fi- 
ular exceffes to what had happened there, at Newport and 
ofton; but the exhibition of effigies in the day, the burning them 
4 night, and ather marks of difpleafure, induced the {iainp-of- 
ticers to refion. Some did it with a better grace than others. 


i 


| 


Mr. George Mercer diftributor for Virgenia, arrived in the even- 


ing at Wolhamfburg. The people immediately urged him to 
relign. The next day he declined aéting, in fo genteel a man- 
mer, that he had the repeated acclamations of all prefent. At 
night the town was illuminated, the bells were fet a ringing, and 
all was joy and feftivity. 
[ORR 5.| At Philadelphia, upon the appearance of the fhips 
having on board the ftamps, all the veffels in the harbour hoiit. 
od thetr colours half flaff high ; the bells were muffled and con- 
‘inued to toll till evening ; and every countenance added to the 
marks of fincere mourning. ‘A large number of people, chiefly 
pf the prefbyterian perfuafion, and of the proprietary « party, 
with William Allen, eiq; the chicf juftice’s fon at their head, af- 
ool ye ale fembled 
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fanbled and endeavoured to procure the ftamp diftributor’s re- 

firnation. It had been for fome time warmly talked of, that 

he ought to refign. Mr. Hughes was obnoxious to both the |. 
preibyterian and the proprietary party ; but particularly hateful — [ 
to the latter, as it was his znere/t, affiduty, and influence, in the |, 
Penufvivania houfe of aflembly, that enabled the province to |, 
fend home Dr. Franklin to prefent their petitions, for a change "|, 
of government from proprietary to royal—a change highly dif |: 
agreeable to each party. The body of quakers feemed difpofed |, 
to pay obedience to the flamp-aét, and fo did part of the church |, 
ot England, and of the baptifts not under proprietary influence, |, 
But no pains were fyared to engage the Duich and lower clafs |. 
of people in the oppofition and though Mr. Hughes held out |, 


long*, yet he found it neceffary at length to comply. ql, 

Mr. Hood, Stamp diftributor for Maryland, that he might. | 
avoid refigning, fled to New-York, and obtained protection in | 
the fort. Upon Sir Henry Moore's arrival he left the fort, and | 
went to Long-IJfland. fA number of the freemen crofled over ‘ 
unexpetiedly ; furprifed him ; obliged him to fign a paper, de- | 
claring his abfolute and final refignation ; and then took hin; 
before a magiftrate, to whom he read the paper, and afterward ° 
made oath to the matter therein contained. A 

At Bofton they took care to keep up the fpirit of liberty, though ; 
they avoided former violences. fSept. 21.| A new political , 
paper appeared under the fignificant title of “* The Conftitutional , 
Courant, containing matters interefting to deberty, and no ways > 
repugnant to doyalty ; printed by Andrew Marvel, at the fign of . 
the Bribe refufed, on Conftituteon Hill, North-America.” It , 
wore amore fignificant head piece—a {nake cut into eight pieces, , 
the head part having N E, the initials of New-England affixed — 
to it, and the reft the initials of the other colonies to South Caro- 4 
lina inclufive, and in order, NY. P OV, NC,SC.— | 
The device accompanying them was OIN or DIE. . vi 

[Nov. 1.] The morning of the day when the ftamp aét took — 
place, was ufhered in with the tolling of bells. The large old | 
elm (which fince the fourteenth of Auguft, when the riots be- ° 
gan, had been adorned with an infcription, and obtained the | 
name of Liberty tree, as the ground under it had that of dberty hall ; 
—and which gave mile to other trees being fo called, upon an ; 
appropriation to popular purpofes by the fons of liberty) was ; 
decorated with two efligies. They were cut down at three» 
o’clock, amid the acclamations of thoufands ; carried about town, | 
then to the gallows upon the Neck ; there hung up again ; alter ) 
a while. cut down ; torn in pieces and {cattered. ‘Lhe people! 


: 


* Myr, Hughes’s letters of OSober and November, 1765. ee 
repaired | 
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repaired home ; and the evening paffed away quietly, But a 
| tranfaétion took place afterward, not much to the credit of 
the town. | . | 
[Dec. 16.] Mr. Oliver was called upon by aletter from (as 
) it was improperly figned) the true fons of hberty, to make a public 
| refignation of his office on themiorrow under liberty tree. He de- 
fired a gentleman to interpofe, and procure him at leaft leave to 
refign at the town-houfe ; but after feveral confultations, nothing 
more could be obtained than a promife of having no affront of- 
fered, and a propofal to invite the principal perfons of the town 
to accompany him. He was obliged to repair to liberty-tree ; 
there to read his declaration in the prefence of more than two 
thoufand people ; and then to fwear to it before a juftice, on 
the {pot for that purpofe. The cool, firm, and judicious fons 
of liberty, muft condemn this procedure toward the fecretary, as 
mean, revengeful and cruel. It was torturing his feelings afrefh, 
as upon a flage, in the moft confpicuous manner, after having 
been terrified into a refignation four months before ; and when it 
tight be expected, that the bitternefs of the refentment againit 
him was ended. 
The oppofition to the ftamp officers was not confined to the 
continent. The people of St. Kztts, obliged the diftributor and 
his deputy to refign. Barbadoes fubmitted to the aé. famaica 
in general cleared out with ftamps; but Keng fon, as before, 
without. Upon the continent, Canada and Hahfax fubmitted. 
} The general fear that individuals were under, either of dif- 
Wtributing or ufing ftamps, was increafed in one government by 
Wthe following paper, pafted up at the door of every public of- 
Wfce, and at the corner of the ftreets— 


Pro Patria. 
The firft man that either diftributes or makes ufe of flamped 
paper, let him take care of his houfe, perfon, and effeéts. 


We dare 


Vox Populi. 


_ The public refentment was kept alive and lively by the contemp- 
Wey treatment which the ftamp-act itfelf met with, being openly 
urnt in feveral places with the efigies of the officers; and by 
caricatures, pafquinades, puns, bon mots, and iuch vulgar fay- 
ings fitted to the occafion, as being fhort, could be mott eafily 
irculated and retained, while, being extremely expreflive, they 
earried with them the weight of great many arguments. 
The refignation of the officers, and the want of perfons, ei- 
ther to undertake the delivery of ftamps, or to receive and ufe 
em, neceflarily laid the colonifts under a legal inability for do- 
ing. 
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ing bufinels, according to parliamentary law. They however 
ventured upon it, and rifked the confequence. The vellels failed 
from the ports as before ; exceping that, in fome inftances a cers 
tificate was g | 
papers in the province, refufed to deliver them, which certifis | 
cate being handed by the mafters to the naval officer, they were | 
admitted to give bond 1n his office, and to pals through the 0. 
ther offices without famps. ‘The Rhode Ifland and Providence |. 
Plantations kept their courts open the whole time, even when }} 
they were fufpended in the other colonies... Toward the end of | 
November, it Was agreed in Maryland and Virginia to proceed | 
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tven that the perfon appointed to diftribute ftamped 
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on bufinefs in the ufual manner without ftamps. In the Matffa- | 
chufetts the popular party fo far prevailed, that the houle of af- |. 
fembly refolved, January the twenty-third 1766. “ That the |. 
Shutting up the courts oi juitice is a very great grievance; and |, 
that the judges, juilices, and all other public officers in this pro- || 
vince ought to procecd as ufual.” But when the fuperior court } 
opencd, on the eleventh of Niarch, the parties concerned eva- , 
ded the profecuting of bufinefs. ‘The lawyers in a body waited, |; 
as ufual, upon the judges, on the firlt day of the term, before || 
they went into the court. The chief juflice, Mr. Hutchinfoa, }. 
not being prefent at this meeting, Mr. Peter Oliver faid heat), 
tended according to his duty, and that he underftood it would | 
be expected that he and his brethren fhould proceed in bufinets ! 
+a defiance of the late aft of parliament: fuch proceeding, he}. 
added, was contrary to his judgment and opinion; and if he; 
fubmitted to it, it would be only for felf-prefervation, as he knew) 
he was in the hands of the populace : he therefore previoufly, 
protefted, that all fuch atts of his, if they fhould happen, would) 
be aéts under durefs. ‘To which the other judges at enting, it, 
was propofed to cach of the lawyers fingly, Do you defire that bu-| 
finefs fhould proceed contrary lo the atk of parhament? Every; 
one of them anfwered in the negative, even Mr: Otis himfelf.—) 
But they faid, it would be proper to try a caufe or two to quiety 
the people: accordingly one caufe, which had been at iffue be} 
fore the flamp-att took place, was tried,.and all other civil bal, 
nefs was pofiponed to the middle of April. ; qt 
Though the violent and righteous proceedings, which have, 
been noticed, were feverely cenfured by many ; and numbers 1 
all the colonies, might feem inclined to fubmit to the ftamp-aet) 
yet the right of impofing it was univerfally condemned, and th: 
colonial rights as univerfally acceded to . by the moit peaceabl 
difpofed. ‘The refolutions of the Pennfylvania affembly, whte 
met at Philadelphia in September 1765, were patled nemine con 
tradicente; and left upen their minutes, ‘as a teflumony gi th 
i : ee 
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zeal and ardent defire of that houfe, to preferve their ineflimable 
rights, which as Englfhkmen they poffefled ever fince the pro- 
vince was fettled, and to tranfmit them, to their lateft pollerity.”’ 
They “ refolved, That the only legal reprefentatives of the inha- 
bitants of this province, are the perfons they annually ele& to 
ferve as members of affembly—Refolved therefore, That the 
|taxation of the people of this province by any other perfons 
-whatfoever, than fuch their reprefentatives in alfembly, is un- 
conflitutional, and fubverfive of their moft valuable rights—Re- 
folved, That the laying of taxes upon the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince, in any other manner, ‘being naturally fubverfive of pub. 
lic hberty, mutt, of neceflary confequence, be utterly deftructive 
of public happinefs *.” There might not be fo many quakers in 
ithe houfe as ufual; the times probably occafioned a larger choice 
out of other denominations; but there mutt have been feveral, 
and thefe we find acquiefced. Thefe refolutions are as much 
oppofed to the claims-of the Britifh parliament, as are thofe of 
the Ma/fachufetts ailembly, pafied Oétober the twenty-ninth.— 
Indeed the latter dwell more upon the unalienable effential rights 


jae) 


of mankind, of which thefe cannot be divefted, confifent with 
the law of God and nature, by any law of fociety; and they evi- 
dently mark it out, in their opinion, as one of thofe rights, that 
no man can juilly take the property of another without his con. 
fent. They alfo refolved, that a reprefentation in parliament of 
the inhabitants of their province, fuch as the fubjeéts in Britain 
actually enjoy, is impracticable for the fubje&ls in America +. 
But both aflembhes, though their expreflions differed, asreed in. 
refolving, that the extenfions of the court of admiralty within the 
srovinces, is a moit violent infraGtion of the right of trials by 
ee Lhe refolves of the Maryland and Conneéiicut allemblics 
pafled, the one September the twenty-eighth, and the other No- 
fivember the firft, breathed the fame {pirit t. 

[O&. 31.] But we have now to attend to a judicious med. 
fure, purfued by the New York merchants, the more efleftually 
to obtain a repeal of the ftamp a&t. They refolved to direst 
their correfpondents not to fhip any more goods till it was re- 
pealed ; and that they would not fell any goods upon commifti- 
on, which fhould be fhipped from Britain, after the firf of Ja- 
auary, unlefs upon that condition. They were the foremoft in 
adopting the non-importation agreement ; and recommended the 
ake conduét to the Maffachufetts and the neighbouring provin- 
ces in trade. . 


* See the Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol. XXXV. pigs. 

ft Ibid. Vol. XXXVI. p. 94. : 

{ Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol. XXXVI. p-94andgs. 
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‘Gow. meh yy Phe merchants and traders of Philadelphia had a 


general meeting, and entered into a fimilar agreement. Some © 


quakers, who would not fign the combination, thought it pru-— } 


dent to be governed by the fame reftriion; and gave dirett- — 


ons that the goods ordered fhould not be fent, unlefs the fiamp-_ 
aét was repealed. , 


It was not till December the ninth that the merchants and | 
traders of Bofton refolved upon a non-importation. Govern- — |! 
ment may deem fuch combinations illegal, as they are apt to do. {i 


all that are oppofed to their own meaiures but furely the cafe | 
of communities is bad indeed, if they have not a right volunta- | 
‘tarily to agree among themielves, merely to fufpend buymg till | 
they can obtain their own terms, when equitable. tl 


2 


\ 
\ 
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The peaceable line purfued in thefe agreements had not been — 
attended to by all who oppofed the {tamp-act. ‘They therefore, |! 


for their own fafety, had a recourfe to another, which might” 


have drenched the country with blood, had not the repeal pre- 


vented. The way had been prepared by the publication of jal 


fyftem of politics, which appeared originally in the New-York” 
papers, the principal point of which was, that the colonies are) 
no otherwife related to Great-Britain but by having the fame# " 
king. ‘The effays meaht to propagate and fupport this fyftem) * 
made their firfl appearance in the New-York prints, but molk | 
probably fome of the manufcripts were fent from Bofton. The®! 
¥ 


New-York fons of liberty had, at length, a mecting, wherein 


they refolved, that they would go to the extremity with lives and i 
fortunes to prevent the ftamp-a&. This {pirt produced the’ | 
following agreement between them and the fons of ltberty in) '| 


Connecticut: 


Dec. 25-|  “* Certain reciprocal and mutual agreements, 
conceflions and affociations made, concluded and agreed upon 


by and between the fons of liberty of the colony of New-York of ' 


the one part, and the fons of libert of the colony of Connecticut 
part, yee ; 


on the other part, this twenty-fifth’ day of December, in the ' 


iixth year of the reign of our fovereign Lord George the Third, 


by the grace of God, of Great-Britan, France and Ireland king, ' 
hoe eee Be eB : Fhe at 
defender of the faith, and in the year of our Lord ore thoufand | 


{even hundred and fixty five. 


“ The aforefaid parties taking into their moft ferious confi- 
deration the melancholy and unfettled fate of Great-Britain and ‘ 


her North-American colonies, proceeding, as they are fully per- 


fuaded, from a defign in her moft infidious and inveterate ene- 
mies, to alienate the affeétions of his majefty’s moft loyal and | 


\ 
\ 


faithful fubjetis of North-Amerzca from his perfon and govern- 


ment-——Therefore to prevent as much as in us lies the diffolution | 


" Of | 


rr rm cp 
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of fo ineftimable an union, they do, in the prefence of Almighty 
God, declare that they bear the moft unfhaken faith and true allé- 
glance to his majeity king George the Third—that they are :moft 
alfeCtionately and zealoully attached to his royal perfon and fa- 
“muly, and are fully determined to the utmof of their power, 
to maintain and fupport his crown and dignity, and the fuc- 
_ceflion as by law eftablifhed ; and with the greatelt cheertul- 
nels they fubmit to his government, according to the known 
and juft principles of the Bririsu CONSTITUTION, which 
‘they conceive to be founded on the eternal and immutable 
principles ‘of juflice and equity, and that every attemnt to 
violate or wrelt it, or any part of it from them, under whiat- 
ever pretence, colour or authority, is an heinous fin again tt 
God, and the moft daring contempt of the people, irom whom 
{ander God) all juft government iprings. From a facred regard 


fou 
re 
2) 


to ail which, and a jutt fenfe of the wapending evils that might 

efal them, in confequence of fuch a dreadful diffolution, They 
do hereby voluntarily, and of their own free will, as well for 
the fupport of majefly’s jult prerogative and the Britifh contti, 
tution as their own mutual fecurity and prefervation, agree and 
concede to aflociate, advife, prote&t, and defend each other in 


the peaceable, full and jatt enjoyment of their inherent and ac- 
cuttomed rights as Britith fubjeéis of their refpettive colonies, 
not in the leaf defring any alteration or innovation in the erand 
bulwark of their liberties and the wifdom of ages, but only to pre- 
ferve it inviolate from the corrupt hands of its implacable ene- 
mies—And whereas a certain pamphlet has appeared in America 
inthe formof an a€t of parliament, called and known by the 
name of the Stamp-dcl, but has never been legally publifhed or 
introduced, neither can it, as it would immediately deprive thent 
pf the moit invaluable part of the Britifh conflitution, viz. the 
trial by juries, and the soft jut mode of taxation in the world, 
hat is, of taxing themfelves, rights that every Britith fubje& 
aceomes heir to as foon as born. For the prefervation of which, 
md every part of the Britifh confitution, they do reciprocally 
efolve and determine te march with the utmoft difpatch, at their 
wn proper cofts and expence, on the firft proper notice, (which 
nult be fignified to them by at leaft fix of the fons of liberty} 
with their whole force if required, and it can be {pared, to the 
elief of thofe that fhall, are, or may be in danger from the 
lump-adl, or its promoters and 7 jeitors, oF any thing relative 
0 it, On account of any thinythat may have been done in oppo- 
ition to its obtaining—And they do mutually and moft fervent! 

ecommend it to each other to be vigilant in watching all thofe 
vho, from the nature of their offices, vocations or difpofitions, 
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may be the moft likely to introduce the ufe of ftamped papers, 
to the total fubyerfion of the Brith conftitution and American 
liberty ; and the fame, when difcovered, immediately to advile 
each otherof, let them be of what rank or condition loever ; and | 
they do.agree, that they will mutually, and to the uimoll of their | 
power, by all jaf ways and means, endeavour to bring all fuch | 
betrayers of their country to the moft condign punifhment—And i 
further, they do mutually refalve to defend the liberty of the 
prefs in their re{peétive colonies from all unlawful violations and |. 
jmpediments whatever, on account of the faid a&, as the only) | 
means (under divine Providence) of preferving their lives, liber- |‘ 
ties, and fortunes, and the fame in regard to the judges, clerks, | 
attornies, &c. that fhall proceed without any regard to the 
fiamp-ac, trom all pains, fines, muléts, penalties, or any mo- | 
leftation whatever—And finally, that they will, to the utmoll of }! 
their-power, endeavour to bring about, accomplifh, and perfeét | 
the like affociation with all the colonies on the continent for the 
like falutary purpofes and no other.” ee 
The oppofition to the flamp-act raged apparently more in 
New-York and Conne€ticut than in the Maflachufetts ; but the 
affociation being agreed upon, was fent by exprefs to the fons 
of liberty at Bolton, and received Sunday the fecond of Febru- 
ary, 1766. On its receipt, letters were forwarded to a few in- 
dividuals; and on the fixth of February, a circular letter to the» 
{everal towns in the colony, containing the alfociation and the» 
. defire of the firft original affociators to accomplifh the like alle | 
ciation, with a requeit to be informed of the fentiments and dif- 
. pofitions of the people in {uch towns, _ A letter was alfo fent on 
the fame fubjeét, to the fons of liberty at Portfmouth in Hamp-' 
fhire colony. ‘They met; and in their anfwer of February the ' 
eighth, teftified their approbation of the meafure already taken,’ 
and their determination to oppofe the execution of the ftamp- 
act, &c. 1 
‘The Bofton fons of liberty accepted the propofal of uniting’ 
themfelves to New-York and Conneticut ; and in their letter to" 
the brotherhood at Norwich, propofed to ommence a continen-| 
tal union, of which the latter greatly approved in their anfwer' 
of February the tenth. a 
_ On February the thirteenth, the fons of liberty at Bofton' 
wrote a circular letter to New-Hampflare, Connedhicut, and New-| 
York; and before the month was ended, the New-Yorkers fent 
circular letters as far as South-Carotina, urging a continental unom| 
Molt of the towns in the Maffachu/etts, having been applied, 
to, fignified ‘ther determination to march with their whole: 
force to the fupport of the British conflitution, and confequeaty 
cS the 
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the relief of thofe that {hall or may be in danger from the flamp- 
aét, or its abettors.” 0 ie | 
_ *Itis not to be luppofed, that the diforderly proceedings above 
related, were chargeable folely on the dregs of the colonies.— 
The fons of liberty at New-York, who: held regular meetings, 
} were faidto be direéted by much greater perions than any that 
| appeared among them. The mobs confifted not of mere rabble; 
j but were compofed much of independent freemen and frechold- 
ers, fo that fome of the firft people in the provinces were intimi- 
dated, and left the caufe of the parliament without proper fup- 
port. Merchants, aflemblymen, magiftrates, &c. united directly 
or indiretily in the-riots, and without their influencé and infliga- 
_tion the lower clafs of inhabitants would have been quiet ; but 
great pains were taken to roufe them into ation. At Bofton 
_fuch was the protection and countenance given to the rioters, that 
fome of the principal ringleaders walked the ftreets with impu- 
nity, no officer daring to attack them, no attorney-general to 
proiecute them, no witnefs to appear againft them, and no judge 
to fit upon them. Butwhen the enormities are faid to have 
| Originated from the Prefbyterians and Congregationalifls, the 
charge mui be imputed to malevolewce, or to grofs ignorance, 
/or amixture of both. The gentlemen on the fide of government, 
-who were upon the fpot, in their letters written at the ime, 
| placed them to the account of the Virginia refolves. Mr. Hut- 
chinfon tells his correfpondent, “ N othing extravagant appeared 
inthe papers till an account was received of the Virginia re- 
folves.”’ Mr. Hughes writes, “ the fire began in Virginia :’— 
governor Barnard, “the publifhing the #Mrgina refolutions 
proved an alarm bell to the difafleéted:” another, in his letter 
to Mr. Secretary Conway, from NewYork, “ the refolves of the 
allembly of Virginia gave the henal for a general outcry over the 
continent.” The Vargemans are epifcopalians, and if there is 
jcither blame or merit, in exciting that fixed and {pirited oppofi- 
tion to the ftamp-aét, which followed upon their refolves, le 
them be credited for the fame : to them belongs the honor . or 
difgrace ; and folely to particular colonies the .difgrace of the 
ieveral enormities committed in them. The bulk’ of the people 
at Bo/fon are congregationaltits ; at New-York, the preibyterians, 
including the Dutch and foreign focieties, may potlibly be fully 
equal to, or even exceed the epifcopalians. At Newport al 
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hominations are equally encouraged, and enjoy no alcendency 
Over each other, and therefore might be equally concerned, the 


peaceable quakers exc At New-Yore the molt violent ac- 
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here they were joined by a number of epifcopalians, and there by — 
a number of prefbyteriians. ae 
People in Britai were differently affetted by the diflurbances _}, 
sn the colonies. This party was for fupporting the authority of © | 
ariiament at all adventures, and for enforcing the ftamp-act, if 
needful, with the point of the fword; that for quieting the co- |, 
lonies by thé repeal of it. Happy for them, Mr. Grenville and |, 
his party had thrown themfelves out of place on a‘diflerence as | 
to the regency bill; fo that the marquis of Rockingham and 
others in oppofition, who were better inclined to the Americans, | 
came into office July 10, 1765. The marquis and his friends | 
did not come toa refolution direGtly to repeal the act. ‘They )) 
main lines of their own plan were not marked out, northe repeal | 
determined upon, untila little before the meeting of parliament. }, 
But the choice of the meafure, and of the principle to proceed))} 
upon was made before the {eflion. The papers relative to Ame 
rican aflairs were produced to the houle of commons ; and it, |} 
was a kind of plan on all fides, to maintain the authority of par-: | 
Jiament, and by that very authority to give the colomies every” 
relief the nature of the cafe required. . But the great commoner) | 
Mr. Pitt, who neither communicated, nor conneéted: himfelf | 
with any one, came to the houle and declared, that parliament 4 
had no right to tax the colonies ; and faid alfo, I am glad Ame- j 
' rica has refried. He hereby deranged matters ; threw the oppo-, | 
fition into a rage; and redticed the miniflry to a neceflity of ac- 
companying the repeal, with a declaratory bill, expreffive of the 
right of parliament to bend the colonies 2 all cafes whatever. 
[1766.| Mr. Grenville moved, that the ftamp-aét fhould be. 
enforced, and was fupported by 134, but oppofed by 27 4. | 
The merchants and manufafturers joined their efforts with mini- 
‘ry to obtain arepeal. ‘They were alarmed at the non-importa-" | 
tion agreement, and the confufions which exifted, as being ne- | 
cellarily prejudicial to their own interefis, and tending to the 
deitruétion of commerce. The minillry did not fail to encou- 
rage petilions, complaining of hardthips brought on by the great | 
decay of trade to the American colonies; and alfo inftructions: ; 
to members fiom the trading and manufacturing towns. The | 
petition of congrefs was not admitted ; the members not being | 
calicd together by the authority of the crown, though a futile was y 
yet a prevailing argument againfl its 2dmiffion. But the repeal , 
was grounded on the other petitions ; and after a fix weeks ins | 
quiry into American affairs, was moved for, with the greateft | 
propriety, by general Conway, the fecretary, who had oppoled 
the itamp-bill at the fecond reading, and denied the right. or pars 
, lament to tax the Americans. The debate, which enfued, was , 
| warm, | 
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warm, intereflmg and long. But, by three o’clock in’ the 
morning, “ [Teb, 22.] the houfe, by an independent noble {pi- 
_ rited and unexpetted majority, in the teeth of all the old merce. 
nary Swe/s of the: ftate, in defpite of all the fpeculators and au. 
_gurs of political events, in defiance of the whole embattled leg. 
aw of veteran penfioners and praétifed inftruments of court, 


gave a total repeal to the flamp-aét, and (if the f{cheme of taxing 
the colonies had been totally abandoned) a lafting peace to the 
whole empire *,” ‘The motion was carried by 275, againft 167. 
‘The cyder counties fupported it; for they expected a repeal of 
the duty on cyder; and obtained it in April. It has been faid, 
that had not the miniftry bartered the flamp-aét againft the repeal 
of the cyder duty, they would not have fucceeded mee Libies 
however mutt be a falfe charge, if the former marked parasraph 
is firiétly true. During the debate, “the trading intereft of the 
empire, crammed into the lobbies of the houfe of commons, with 
a trembling and anxicus expeftation, and waited, almoft to a 
winter’s return of light, their fate from the refolution of the 
houfe. When, at length, that had determined in their favor, 
ana the doors throwa open, fhowed them the figure of their de- 
hverer, in the well earned triumph of his important vidtory, from 
the whole of that grave multitude there arofe an involuntary 
burft of gratitude and tranfport. They jumped upon him, like 
childern on a long abfent father. They clung about him as cap- 
tives about their redeemer. All England joined in his applaule, 
Nor did he feem infenfible to the beft of all earthly rewards, 
he love and admiration of his fellow citizens. Hope elevated 
uid joy brightened his cre Bp eh he: 
~The miniltry had certainly great difficulties to encounter : the 
rincipal originated in the colonies, and were caufed by the in- 
emperate proceedings of the various ranks of men within them. 
‘ Their violence awakened the honor of parliament, efpecially 
Bitter Mr. Pet's fpeech, and thereby involved every friend of the 
epeal into the imputation of betraying its dignity. This is fo 
rue, that the a€t could not have been repealed, had not men’s 
minds been in fome meafure fatisfied with the declaration of 
aght\”’ All the Scotch members, fave two, voted againtt the 
epeal. Mr. Bollan, who informed lieutenant-governor Hutch. 
nion of it by letter, omitted mentioning the names of the gen- 
emen, 
The bill having paffed the houfe of commons, went upto the 
Oule of lords. Lords Bu/e and Strange publicly declared, that 


* Mr. E¢murd Burke’s fpeech, April 19, 1774. 

+ Political Memoirs, printed 1733. J Mr. Burke’s fpeech. 

§ The London merchants letter to John Hancock; efg; and others, 

picd Fe'ruary 28, : 
his 
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The merquis. of Roch” 


his majelty’s with was not for a repeal. 


ingham and Lord Shelburne went together to the king, and told | 


what was reported. They were informed, that his majefty had 
exprefled his defire that it fhould be enforced ; but if it could not. 
be done peaceably and without blood 
and intention, that it fhould be totally repealed. ‘The dukes of 
York and Cumberland; the lords of the bed-chamber, and the 


officers of the houfehold, were for carrymg fire and {word to_ 
America. © Moft of . the bench of bifhops joined them. Inftead_ 


of afcribing that to a fanguinary difpofition,, to which their pro- 


feflion was oppofed ; let 1t be imputed to the painful profpect of 
being hindered eventually, from eftablifhing the Englifh hierar-— |! 
“wn the American colonics. There were in the houfe of |! 


chy within t 
lords,. proxies included, for the repeal 105, again{t it, 71. 


On Wednelday, March the nineteenth, his majefty went to 
the houfe of peers, and pafled the bill for repealing the Ameri- |i 
fo that for fecuring the dependency of the)! 
colonies on the Britifh crown. On this occafion the American |} 


can ftamp-att ; as al 


merchants made a moft numerous’ appearance, to exprels their (| 
gratitude and joy {hips in the river difplayed their colours . Ii 


fenfe they entertained ot his majefty’s goodnels, and the wifdom | 
in -conciliating the minds of the people on this | 


of parliament, 
critical occafion. An exprels was difpatched immediately to 


Falmouth, with letters to the different provinces, acquainting | 
repeal; that fo their fears might va- | 
v 


them with the news of the 
nifh, and give piace to JOY and exultation. 
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Roxbury, April 14, (47-7 Je | 


R. Samuel Adams's name will occur frequently in the courle, 


\ of our correfpondence ; be it noted, therefore, that the; 
firft time of his being returned for Bofton, | Sept. 27, 1765 | and 
fioned by 


ferving as a reprefentative, was upon al eleftion occa 


the death of Oxenbridge Thacher, 4. The deceafed belonged, 
A 
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fhed, it was his fincere defire } 


| 


houfes at night were ‘luminated all over the city, and every de=) | 
cent and orderly method was obferved, to demontftrate the jull 
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to the band of patriots; but when he happened to think diffe. 
rently from Mr. Ozs, jun. in the houfe of affembly, the latter 
treated him in fo overbearing and indecent a manner, that he 
was obliged at times to call upon the {peaker to interpofe and 
protect him. ‘The flate of affairs required a particular attention 
_to the political fentiments of the perfon who thould be chofen, 
The inhabitants, in fixing upon Mr. 8. Adams, made choice of 
-a member, who was zealoufly attached to the rights of the Maffa- 
} chufetts in particular, and the colonies in general; and but lit. 
Me to his own perfonal interefts. He was well qualified to fe- 
cond Mr, Otis, and learned in time to ferve his own public views 
bythe influence of the other. He was foon noticed by the houfe, 
cholen and continued their clerk from year to year, by which means 
he had the cultody of their papers; and of thefe he knew how to 
make an advantage for political purpofes. He was frequently 
upon important committees, and acquired great afcendency, by 
difcovering a readinefs to acquiefce in the propoials and amend- 
mients of otherg, while the end aimed at by them, did not even. 
tually fruftrate his leading defigns. He fhowed a pliablenefs and 
complaifance in. thefe fmaller matters, which enabled him in the 
ilue to carry thofe of much greater coniequence ; and there 
were many favorite points, which the fons of liberty in the Ma/- 
Jechufetts meant to carry, even though the flamp-aét fhould be 
repealed. 
— [1766.] Mr. Pitt’s declaration againit the parliament’s right 
toimpofe tnéernal taxes, and his faying Tam glad America has 
refifted, were feized with eagernefs by the popular leaders in the 
colonies. They praifed and idolized him for the famine, without 
regarding what he had declared, in favor of the authority of par- 
lament in all) cafes of external taxalton, and for enforcing all 
laws for that purpofe; and notwithfanding his having faid, “ If 
obedience be refufed, I would not fuffer a horfe-nail to be made 
in the plantations.” Their {pirits were elated, and they took en- 
couragement from his declaration, to fortify themfelves in their 
own fentiments upon American liberty. 

It is impoffible to exprefs or deferibe the extraordinary joy, 
with which the body of the Americans received the news of the 
repeal, though the power of the vice-admiralty courts remained 
unabridged, and the declaratory at was added. The latter was 
contidered by fome, as paffed merely to lave appearances, while 
contemned by others, whofe wifdom would have been more evi. 
dent, had they repreffed their contempt, whatever was their opi- 
nion. Inregard to the former, “ the judges of the vice-admi- 
ralty courts in the colonies had afhioned them, by aéts of parha- 
mnent, a jurifdi¢tion for the recovery of penalties upon the laws 
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of revenue and trade, without juries for near a century pate *o4 


Had a prudent and moderate temper taken pofleffion of all par- 
ties at this period, it had been happy ; but they were fo much 
heated in fome colonies, as to be determined upon oppolfing 
each other. 

When the choice of members for Bojlon, to reprefent the’ 
town in the next general court, was approaching, Mr. John 
Rowe, a merchant, who had been adtive on the. fide of liberty, 
in matiers of trade, was thought of by fome influential perfons. 
Mr. Samuel Adams artfully nominated a different one, by afking | 
with his eyes looking to Mr. Hancock's houfe, ‘‘ 1s there not ano» | 
ther Zohn, that may do better ?” The hint took. Mr. John ) 
Hancoch’s uncle was dead, and had Jeft him a very confiderable 
fortune. Mr. Samuel Adams judged, that the fortune would © [ 
give credit and fupport to the caute of liberty; that popularity 
would pleafe the poffeffor ; and that he might be eafily fecured | 
by prudent management, and might make a confpicuous figure | |, 
in the band of patriots. : 

Mefirs. fames Otzs, yan. Thomas Cuflang, Samuel Adams, and | 
John Hancock, (who had never been of tle houfe before) were — i 
returned for Boffon. The town of Plymouth made choice alfo | 
of a new reprefentative, the high {heriff of the county, James : 
Warren, efq; a gentleman of real abilities, and who efpoufed 
' the fide of lberty upon principle. The government wilhed to 
have him on their fide, and played off both threats and pro-_ | 

ntifes: however he was immoveable. 2 | 
 fMay28.] The general court met aceording to charter. The 

houfe of aflembly chofe Mr. Oczs fpeaker. Governor Bernard 
negatived, inftead of adopting the concHiating meafure of accept- 

ing hip. The acceptance might have foftened and induced him 

to have dropped the plan of leaving out of the council, in the 

new election, the crown officers and juftices of the fuperior _ 
court; but the refufal confirmed him in it, and by irritating the . 
houfe enabled him to execute it the more eafily. The crown — 
officers were the heutenant governor and fecretary, Meflrs. , 
Futchinfon and Oliver; the others held only provincial com= — 
miflions. The oppofition affigned as the reafon for leaving them 
out, that they might redrefs a grievance long complained of by 
their conflituents, a dangerous union of legiflative and execu- | 
tive powers in the fame perfons. But the true ones probably | 
were, the fufpicions and diflike they entertained of and to their _ 
political fentiments, and Mr. Oéts’s having been negatived. Mr. | 
Bernard retaliated, and excepted againft the fix counfellors cho- 
fen in the room of the others. Thus the animofity was increal- 


* The lords proteft againft the repeal of the ftamp-act. i 
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ed. Had he negatived two or three only, there might have been 
an opening for healing the breach; but now it was otherwile. 
The liberty party gained flrength, and it was ordered by the affem- 
bly, { June 12. | “* "Vhat the debates of this houfe be open, and thata 
gallery be erected for the accommodation of fuch as hall be in. 
clined to attend them.” A gallery was prepared with the utmost 
expedition, and finifhed in atew days. It was viewed asa great 
acquifiion to the common caufe; and certainly ferved a double 
-purpofe.. The admiffion of the people at large, to hear the de- 
bates, and to watch the members, reilrained fome from ipeaking 
with their ufual freedom in fupport of governi:” utal meafures ; 
and encouraged others to indulge themfelves in all ihat animated 
language, and thofe folemn proteftations of difinterefted zeal for 
the rights and privileges of their country, which are fo taking 
with men of honeft minds and plain underflandings. But you 
are not to fuppofe that thefe proteftations were always true on 
this fide of the Atlantic, any more than on yours. Many join- 
ed the banners of liberty, -and violently oppofed the governor 
and governmental meafures, becaufe of the reftraints they were 
under from the laws of trade, the danger they were in of fuffer- 
ing by them, and his perfifting to give thefe laws all the fupport 
an his power. The oppofition- had great advantage in the poli- 
tical contelt, by branding all the fupporters of government as 
friends to the flamp-att, though they knew to the contrary. 
‘Both fides were fenfible that the a& was merely financial, with. 
out any regard to the political fate of America, or any purpole 
to remove ene of its difficulties, 

The houfe was unanimous in voting, that thanks fhould be 
returned to the duke of Grafton and other noblemen, to Mr. Pree 
and other gentlemen, who had been aétive and aiding in the re- 
peal of the flamp-aét. However, when his mejelly’s recommen- 
|} dation to make up the loffes of the fufferers in the late unhappy 
times, came before them from the governor, with thefe words, 
* The juitice and humanity of this requifition is fo foreible, that 


it cannot be controverted ; the authority with which it is intro- 
duced, fhould preclude all difputation about complying with it ;” 
they objeGted to the manner in which it was propoled, as being 
"4 derogatory to the honor of the houfe, and in breach of the 
privileges thereof,” and unreafonably declined making compen. 
fation ; whereas their privileges might have been preferved un- 
Injured, by a vote to relieve the fuiterers upon their own appli- 
Cation, out of dutiful refpeét to the mild reprefentation otf his 
majefty, and out of humanity and generofity to the fufferers. 
When a compenfation was firft talked of, it was the general 
PPP: that it onght to be made, but that it was due from Bot. 
ton 
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ton only, and not the province ingeneral, ‘This thought proba- 
bly determined the Bofton members to oppofe making the com- 
penfation even out of the treafury ; a way 1n which it might have 
been done, had they and their friends joined the friends of go- 
vernment. But had the money been ordered out of the treafu- 
ry, a fubfequent motion might have charged it upon Botton, 
which as the tax bill was to be paft at that'time, would have been 
ealily effected. ‘The intereft of the town induced its members to- 
employ every circumflance to prevent the compenfation’s beng 
voted at prefent. After a while repeated advices were received, 
that the honor of parliament was engaged to fee the compenta- 
tion made, an? hat they would certainly take it in hand, if the 
provincial aflembly refufed. It was obvious, that the parlia-— 
ment could enforce payment from a fea-port. ‘The people of 
Bofton grew uneafy, that the money was not paid. A town." 
meeting was called; the abovementioned expedient was propo-— ji 
fed and approved of, and their reprefentatives were directed to | 
ufe their influence, that compenfation might be granted upon — 
thofe principles, and the money be paid out of the treafury. 
[Sept.} Mr. Hutchinfon and the other fufferers petitioned for 
relief *. Their petitions were confidered ; and onthe queftion | 
being put, “ Whether fhall compenfation be matle out of the pro- i 
vince treafury?”” it paffed in the negative. A bill however, was. | 
finally admitted for making compentfation, which was to be tranf{- 
mitted to the feveral towns, for the fentiments of the conilitu- | 
ents. a 
[Dec. 5.] It pafled to be engrofled, yeas 53, Mays 36 ; but i 
not without the houfe’s refolving, ‘« That it 1s under a tull per- 
fuafion, that the fufferers have no juft claim or demand on the | 
province.”’-—A needlefs refolve, tending to excite difguit in ma- 
ny, without anfwering any important purpofe. The att granted 
compenfation to the fufferers; anda free and general pardon, » 
indemnity and oblivion to the offenders in the late times. It was 
difallowed at home, on account of the aflembly’s having incor- 
porated an aét of pardon with an at of compenfation, without 
having obtained his majefty’s previous confent to fuch act of par- | 
don. ‘The fufferers however received the eompenfation, and the | 
offenders were not profecuted. | | be 
[Nov. 7.] In Virginia a bill paffed the houfe of burgefles, | 
for erefiing a flatue to his majelty, as an acknowledgment for | 
repealing the flamp-aét, and alfo an obelifk to commemorate ; 
thofe worthy patriots who diflinguilhed themfelves in bringing , 


* Mr. Hutchinfon’s lofs was 23961. 38. 1d 4-2, Mr. Oliver’s 12g. | 
38. ‘ Mr. Hallowell’s 2801, 0, ida-3. Mr, Story’s gl. 11s. 63 3-4. all 
Hering. } 
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about that happy event. And at New-York, [Dec.| an at was 
affed for making reftitution to the feveral perfons therein nam- 
-ed, for loffes fuftained in the late commotions. But when the 
affembly was applied to, for carrying into execution the aét of 
parliament of the preceding year, for quartering his majellty’s 
troops, they faid in their addrefs to the governor, Sir Henry 
Moore, “ According to the conitruétion put on it here, it is re- 
quired, that all the forces, which fhall at any time enter this co- 
lony, fhall be quartered during the whole year, in a very unufu- 
al and expenfive manner: by marching feveral regiments into 
this colony, this expence would become ruinous and infupporta- 
ble; and therefore we cannot, confiltent with our duty to our 
conflituents, put it in the power of any perfon (whatfoever confi. 
dence we may have of his prudence and integrity} to Jay fuch a 
burden on them :” and fo juftified their declining to provide for 
the troops. 

Before clofing the account. of 1766, be it obferved, that the 
people of Connecticut failed not to {how their refentment againtt 
their late governor’s having qualified, agreeable to what the ftamp- 
at enjoined. ‘There was a meeting of gentlemen at Hartford, 
for concerting a plan for the choice of a new BV ERHL and coun- 
fellors, in the room of thofe, who with him had taken the oath 
required, Matters were fo managed at this meeting, that when 
the ele@tion came on, Mr. Pitkin was chofen governor, and co- 
lonel Trumbull, deputy- -governor. Butthe epifcopalians, almott 
to a man, voted for Mr. Fetch ; and by thus making a party with 
adminiftration, againtt the elaine and rights of their colony, ren- 
der ed themfelves obnoxious. 

[ Jan. 31, 1767.] The Maffachufetts houfe of aflembly con- 
tinued their oppofition to the lieutenant governor, Mr. Hutchin- 
fon, and refolved, “ That he not being cleéted a countellor, has 
by the charter, no right toa feat at the council! board, ie or 
| without a voice, while the commander in chief 1s in the pro- 
vince.” Worcl the fifth the council determined the fame; but 
in their meffage to the houfe, exprefled their furprife at ‘whit 
had been done without them, and at its not being mentioned 
to the board till February the twenty-fourth. Mr. Huichenfon. 
afterward did not attempt to be prefent. Lord She! burne, in 

anfwer to what was tran{mitted to him, by the governor upon the 
affair, wrote in PBT Boh tat Saou of the lieutenant 
governor lies after all in the breait of the council on ly, as REI 
the proper judges of their own PRIvilegess and as having a right | 
to determine whom they will admit to be prefent at their delibe. 
rations.” Thefe proceedings of the Ma// lachufetts and New-York 
allemblics, thought to be, in name at leat two of the .moikt 

. : confiderable 
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confiderable in the colonies, were afcribed to an unreafonable 
perverfenefs of temper ; and exafperated the friends of America 
by expofing them, however unjultly, to the imputation of fa- | 
crificing the interefls of Great-Britain to thofe of America. They |) 
alfo encouraged the Anti-Americans to refume the plan of tax- | 
ing the colonies ; and Mr. Charles Townfend pawned his credit ! 
to them for effecting it, and became chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. But, three of the miniilry oppofed in the council, taxing | 
the Americans afrefh ; and it would have been a blefling he 
their opinion prevailed. aT 
[May 13.] The chancellor of the Exchequer moved for 
leave to bring in bills, for granting a duty upon paper, glafs, | 
painters colours, &c. in the Britafh American colonies; for fet- 
tling falaries on the governors, judges, &c. in North-America ; || 
and for taking off the duty on teas exported to America, and | 
granting a duty of three-pence a pound on the importation in | 
America. ‘Two bills were at length framed, the one for grant. | 
ing duties in the Britifh colonies in America, on paper, glafs, } 
painters colours, tea, &c. the other for taking off the duty |) 
of a fhilling a pound on all black and Singlo tea, and for grant. } 
ing adrawback on teas exported to Ireland and America. The | 
firft received the royal affent June the twenty-ninth ; the laft 
July the fecond. The preamble to the firft a€t exprefles, that 
the duties are laid, “for the betterfupport of government, and / 
the adminiftration of the colonies.” The colonifts deemed it / 
unneceflary, unjuft, and dangerous to their moft important " 
rights. There isa claufe in it, enabling the crown, by fign Ma | 
nual, to eftablifh a general cil Lift, throughout every province 
in North-Amertca, to any indefinite extent, with any falaries, | 
penfions or appointments, to any unlimited amount, even to! 
the produce of the laft farthing of the American revenue. The | 
point was now carried, which had been the object of every mix '| 
nifter fince the reign of Charles I. viz, the e/labiefhment of a coil * 
liftin America, independent of the affemblies. Mr. Richard Jack-* 
fon {poke in the houfe of commons againft that part of the bills 4 
and was fupported only by Mr. Hu/ke, and no other member, © 
He was convinced, that though the judges ought to be indepen- ! 
dent, both of crown and people, yet muifchiets might arife from " 
the independency of governors on the people, much greater than. | 
could arife from their dependence ; and that it was not fit, that 4 
{uch perfons as governors ufually are, fhould be independent of ' 
the people, and dependent upon the crown for their govern- 
ments. The att provides, that, after all fuch minifterial war- | 
rants under the fign manual, as are thought proper and neceffary, | 
Shall be fatisfied, the refidue of the revenue {hall be at the de | 
| 7 | 
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fal ofthe parliament. But-who can fuppofe, that fuch warrants 
will ever be fatisfied, till minifters have provided for all their 
friends and favorites? May it not be faid upon the plan f this 
aét, “the mockery of an American revenue proves at lai. to be 
the crumbs that fall from the minifter’s table—the refidue indeed, 
of a royal warrant, counterfigned by the firft lord of the 
iireafury * ?” 
_ An account being received of New-York’s having refufed to 
orovide for quartering the troops, Mr. Grenwille and his adhe- 
vents raifed fuch a clamour againft America, that it was thought 
neceflary to bringin a bill [ May 27.| “ for reftraining the af. 
embly of New-York from pafling any a€t, till they had complied 
ith the act of parliament for the furnifhing his majefty’s troops 
vt the neceflaries required by that aét;” and it had the royal 
lent the fecond of July. The taking away in this manner from 
he province of New-Yor& all the powers of legiflation, till they 
)0uld comply with the former a€t, occafioned a general alarm: ~ 
mong the Americans.. They now faw that their own colonial 
rarhaments, as they confidered them, were to be bound to what 
he Britifh miniftry might deem their good behaviour, by the 
cis of a Britifh parliament. Nothing could be more grating to 
he fons of liberty in every province. It was the club of power 
thich, while it knocked down the New-Yors affembly, threat- 
ned every other with the like, if not pliable. 

A plan of a board of commiflioners for the American depart- 
tent, in order to eafe the old board of commiffioners of part of - 
s burden through increafing bufinefs, had been in contempla- 
On. It was intended to be placed in London, in order to be 
carthe treafury, the ultimatum of revenue matters. Mr. Pax. 
n, thought to be the moft plaufible and infinuating of mankind, 
ough not the moft fincere, having left Bofton and gone to Bri- 
in, had free accefs to the chancellor of the exchequer, Mr, 
Vearles TownJend. It is faid, that he whined, cried, profeffed, 
jVore, and made his willin favor of that great man; and then 
jyged the necefhity of an American board of commiffioners, and 

Shaving a feat at it. He might forward the bufinefs. Be 
at as it may, the chancellor brought in a bill [June g.] for 
tablifhing a cuftom-houfe and a board of commiffioners in 
merica, which alfo paffed into an aét at the fame time with 
eiormer. Myr. Paxton, for his own convenience and plea- 
re, might procure the fixing the board at Boften; but of all 
ices it was the moft improper. The people were of all others 
= molt jealous of infringements on their liberties ; and were 


* Myr, Hartley's letters. 
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the leaft fuited to fee crown officers living among them in great 
flate, upon what they could not but deem, from the mediocrity 
of their own circumftances, large falaries, payable from the re- 
venue, to be raifed from the colonies. The board fhould have 
been placed at New-York. Smugvling was as prevalent there as 
at Bolton. The inhabitants had been long ufed to crown officers _ 
with fplendid appearances ; the commanders of his majefty’s | 
troops refided much among them ; numbers of them lived ina 
higher file than the Boftonians ; befide, there the commuffion- 
evs would have had forces at hand to have fupported them, and 
have met with greater affiftance from the fervants of a royal go- |, 
vernment and their conneGtions. The timing alfo as well asthe 
placing ofthe board, was rather unfortunate ; for it fupplied the | 
Americans with the opportunity of propagating, that it was ap- } 
pointed merely to enforce the new duties. By this means the — 
people were inflamed, and the appointment was pronounced un- |) 
conftitutional and oppreilive. The duties were to take place | 
after the twentieth of November; and in the beginning. of that 
month, three of the commiffioners, Henry Hulton, Welham | 
Burch, and Charles Paxton, elqrs. arrived at Bofton: the other | 
two, John Temple end John Robinfon, efqrs. were in America, 
before. As to the expence of the board of cuftoms, including } 
the whole, it was a thoufand pounds lefs than that of the four # 
furveyors general, and the office connected with them at Lon- | 
don. The chancellor had been inftrumental in reviving thofe | 
American animofities, which the repeal of the flamp-act had ' 
wieted; but did not live to fee the fatal confequences which have ' 
followed, as he died the fourth of September. . 
[O&. 28.] A few gentlemen at a private club in Boffon, ha- | 
ving fuggelted a non-importation agreement, the thought was ‘ 
improved upon, til at length the inhabitants, at a town meet- * 
ing, agreed upon meafures to promote induftry, ceconomy, and ' 
manufactures ; thereby to prevent the unneceflary importation of ! 
European commodities, They alfo voted, that a fubfcription | 
paper fhould be prepared, and a committee appointed to procure ' 
fubfcriptions to it; by which the parties engaged to encourage ' 
the ufe and confumption of all ‘articles manufactured in any of: 
the Britifh American colonies; and after the thirty-firft of De-' 
cember following, not to purchafe certain enumerated articles’ 
imported from abroad. | | q 
The failure of expeéted fuccefs from thefe meafures, and an’ 
apprehenfion of difagreeable confequences from an ineffe€tual" 
oppofition, were probably the motives that induced: Mr. Oézs, at; 
a fubfequent town-ineeting, [Nov. 20.| to make a long fpeech 
on the fide of government, wherein he afferted the king’s right 
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_to appoint officers of the cufloms, in what number and by what 
denomination he pleafed; and*that as to the new duties, it 
would be very imprudent in the town to make an eppofition to 
them, when every town in the province, and every other pro- 
vince in America feemed to acquiefce in them and be contented, 
1 But the propofed meafures were afterward approved of and adopt-. 
ed at Providence and Newport. | 
. [ jan.-1768.] The Connecticut towns and New York followed 
jthe example. Still the buiinefs labored without being produélive 
of any important efeéts. This engaged the attention of one 
captain Malcolm, a {mall trader, who about eighteen months be. 
fore had made himfelf famous by a violent. and fuccefsful refift- 
ance with fword and piltol to the cuftom-houfe officers, when 
endeavouring to fearch his houfe for uncuftomed goods, under 
the authority of a writ of affiftance. Having, about the middle 
of February, fafely run the cargo of a {chooner from Fyall, con- 
fifting of about fixty pipes of wine, he within two or three days 
procured a meeting of fome merchants and traders, at which he 
prefided. Nothing was determined upon more, than the calling 
of a general meeting of the merchants on Friday, March the 
fourth, This may be ftiled the firfk movement’ of the ‘mer. 
chants again{t the new aéts of parliament, The refult of this 
Meeting was, that a fubfcription for not unjorting any Englith 
goods, except for the fifhery, for eighteen months, fhould be 
prepared and carried round the town. It met with no great en- 
couragement,-and many declined fubfcribing. On this, all en- 
gines were fet to work; fome were threatened and. made afraid 
- their perfons and houfes; others for their trade and credit/—. 
By fuch means the fubfcription was filled, But the merchants 
{ New York and Philadelphia declining to concur in the me 
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lure, thofe of Bofton were obliged to give it up for the prefent. 
towever, they renewed it within a few months, as you will 
‘Vearn below. . 
“The New England fpirit of patriotifm and ceconomy was 
: pel approved of at Philadelphia: and it was faid, that “ If 
America is faved from its impending danger, New England will 
e its acknowledged guardian.” Periodical pieces were publith- 
d at Bofton, on the nature and extent of Britilh parliamentary 
Le Hints were thrown out about independency, and inti- 
Nations given, ‘that freemen were not to be governed any more | 
han taxed but by their own confent, in real or virtual reprefenta- 
ives. The power of Britifh legiflation over the Americans was 
jueftioned, and virtually denied. Matters were brought to this 
ength, by broaching a new difpute that fhould never have been 
moved again; and which might happily have laig dormant for 
Yo pay Be x 3 half 


va 


o> Tar HISTORY one laae: 1768, 


half a century or more, had no frefh attempt been made to tax 
the Americans. Before the ftaimp-att, they allowed the mother 
country a certain prerogative over them. — They acquiefced in 
the parllament’s right to make niany afts, binding them in divers 
internal matters, and regulating their trade. They did not reafon 
neither then nor immediately after the repeal, ** if the parliament 
has no right to tax us internally, they have none to tax us exter- 
nally, or to make any other law to bind us.” They admitted the 
diftinttion between ‘nternal and external taxation, and between 
raifing money from the regulation of trade, and raifing it for the 


purpofes of arevenue. The wifdom of parliament fhould have abode | 


by their conceflions, and have adopted and confirmed their diftine- 
tion. But being obliged to enter atreth the field of political contro- 


verfy, great numbers began to think, that the want of reprefentati-_ ‘ 


on in, parliament freed Zuem abfolutely from any obedience to the | 
ae | 
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power of the Britifh legiflature ; and that there wasno real, and 
only a nominal difference between internal and external taxation, 


peal of the flamp-act. John Dickinfon, elq; began fo early as in 
November 1767 to emplo his pen againft the a€ts which had 
; te aad eee ae ta base Bunch SCV e 
been pafled, ina feries of Letters from a farmer in Pennfylvama 


to the inhabttants of the Britafh Colontes: They amounted to” i 
twelve; andin them he ably inaintained the rights of the colo+ i 


I He clofed with a pofifeript in thefe words: Is there not” 
the greateft reaton to hope, uf the univerfal fenfe of thefe colo- | 
nies 1s immediately expreit by refolves of the aflemblies in fup- 
port of their rights, by inftructions to their agents on the fubject, © 
and by petitions to the crown and parliament for redrels, that) | 
thofe meafures will have the fame fuccefs now that they had in 
the time of the amp act?” : The inhabitants of Bofton were fo hi 
- fanfible of the eminent fervicé he did to the common caufe, that 
they wrote to him upon the occafion. In his anfwer, April the 
eleventh, he faid, “© Never will my heart become infenfible till , 
- infenfible of all worldly things, of the unfpeakable obligation I i 

‘ i ) 
owe to the inhabitants of the Maffachufetts Bay, for the vigi- : 
lance with which they have watched over, and the Magnanimity | 
with which they have maintained, the liberties of the Briti/h CO- 


lonies on this continent.” It was probably. owing to Mr. Dick- 
infon’s publications, that the Penn/ylvanta aflembly, early in Fe- | 
bruary, before they knew what meafures the Maffachufetts Bay, . 
or any other colony, would purfue, took into confideration the 1 
aét impofing duties on paper, glafs, &c. and gave pofitive in- | 
firuGtions to their agents, to unite with other agents in applying 
to parliament and praying relich, : 7 | 
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Tt may be juitly concluded, from governor Bernara’s letters 
to lord Shelburne, that the Maffachufetts aflembly were inclined 
to bury in oblivion the difcords occafioned by the flamp-att, and 
{oO efcape other fubjects of future controverly, had not the late 
chancellor unhappily revived the animofities. “ The houte, 
(fays the governor) from the time of opening the feflion to this 
day, has fhewn a difpofition to avoid all difpute with me; every 
thing having paffed with as much good humor as I could defire, 
except only their continuing to aét in addrefling the king, re- 
monilratine to the fecretary of ftate, and employing a feparate, 
-egent. It is the importance of this innovation, which induces 
me to make this remonttrance at a time when I have a fair pro- 
{pett of having, in all other bulinels, nothing but good to fay of 
the proeeedings of the houfe *.” , 
© ‘They have aéted in all things, even in their remonftrance, 
with temper and moderation: they have avoided ome {ubjects 
of difpute, and have laid a foundation for removing fome caulcs 
of former altercation +,” : 

* Twill make fuch a prudent and proper nfe of the letter as, 
Lhope, will perfectly reltore the peace and tranquility of this 
province, for which purpote confiderable {leps have been made 
by the houfe of reprefentatives +.” | 

[Jan. 21.) The Maffachufetts houfe of reprefentatives, in a 
debate upon the * expediency of writing to the aflemblies of the 
other colonics upon the continent, with refpett to the importance 
of joining with them,” put a queltion on. the propofition of 
writing letters, deliring thofe affemblies to join them, which 
was negatived foy this very reafon, becaufe containing the’ pro. 
hae of joining, ‘The houfe thought exceptions might be ta, 
Kef at it, as having ‘a tendency to form combinations ; and that 
t might be confidered at home as the appointing another con. 
refs. It is an excellent rule of the houfe, that no vote fhal] be. 
€-confidered, unlefs the number of members prefent, equals the 
number at its palling. When they had the fame number, eighty. 
wo, which makes a full houfe, a motion was made [leb. 4.) for 
e-confidering the vote, again applying to the other colonies ; 
ind the vote of re-confideration was obtained by a large majority, 


Lhe fame day a committee. was appointed to prepare a letter io 
e tran{miitted to the feveral houfles of reprefentatives and bur. 
elles upon the continent, to inform them of the meafures: the 
oufe had taken with regard to difficulties they were apprehen- 
ive would arife from the operation of feveral a&ts of parliament 
or levying duties and taxes on the American colonies. The 
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committee, after deliberating a week, reported the letter, [ Feb. 
11.| which being read in the houfe, was accepted almoft una- [4 
nimoully, in the prefence of eighty -three members. It began 
thus: * Sir, the houfe of reprefentatives of this province have 
taken into their ferious confideration the great difiiculties that 
mut acrue to themfelves and their conttituents, by the opera- 
tion of feveral a€ts of parliament impofing duties and taxes on 
the American colonies.” It then related the meafures they. had 
taken in petitioning the king, making reprefentations to the mi- 
nifiry, &c. and concluded with, “the houfe is fully fatisfed that } 
your affembly is too generous and enlarged in fentiment, to be- 

lieve that this letter proceeds from an ambition of taking the lead 
or diftating to the other affemblies. They freely fubmit their |: 
opinion to’ the judgment of others, and fhall take it kind in your | 
houfe to point out to them any thing further that may be thought } 
neceflary. This houfe cannot conclude without exprefling their | 
firm confidence in the king, our common head and father, that |! 
the united and dutiful fupplications of his diftreffed American |! 
fubjeéts will meet with his royal and favorable acceptance,” on 
[Feb.25.] Peter Gilman, elq; fpeaker of the New-Hampfhare \ 
aflembly, wrote, by order of the houfe, in anfwer to the Mag 
fachufetts circular letter—‘t The fentiments contained in it aret 

highly approved, and the communication kindly received and 
gratefully acknowledged. The time of the houfe’s exiftence in | 
that relation isnear expiring ; they cannot engage for their fuc-!! 
ceflors, and can only exprefs their fatisfa€lion in the Maffachu- 
fetts proceedings, and declare their hopes, that the next affembly ' 
will heartily concur in fentiments on this affair, and purfue the’ 
fame method.” ‘The letter ran in the highelt recommendatory | 
ftrain of the Maffachuletis-Bay affembly ; and concluded with, ' 
“© What remains for us°at prefent is to offer our daily prayer to! 
the Governor and Lord of the univerfe, to avert the impending’ 
evil, and to make way for the full eftablifhment of Britifh liberty: 
in every branch of it, and to quiet every colony in the enjoy-! 
ment of all their civil ani religious rights and privileges.” For: 
thefe courtly exprefiions, with which the houfe declined domg 
any thingin the bufinets, the next aflembly was rewarded with: 
courtly commendations. ‘The governor, fohn We entworth, eld: 
in a meflage of O€tober the twentieth, communicated the copy 
of the following extraét of a letter from Lord Hillfvorough, 0! 
uly the ninth : “It is his majeity’s pleafure that you fhould af- 
{ure his faithful fubjeéts in New-Hampfhire, that his majefly has 
nothing more at heart than to promote cheir welfaré and happty 
nefs, whofe cheerful obedience to the laws of this kingdom, anc 
fleady refolution in refufing to accede to the meafures and pro: 
polal. 
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pofals which have been urged with fo much: indecent warmth in 
other colonies, cannot fail to recommend them to his royal fa- 
-vour and countenance.” The affembly, however, nine days 
after, petitioned the king, and mentioned that his royal prede- 
.ceffors granted them a power of legiflation, limited to the appro- 
bation or difallowance of the crown, with the powers and privi- 
leges effential to Britifh liberty, of raifing internal taxes. by 
their own reprefentatives. The petition was moil profoundly 
humble, and fo foftly worded, that it could not offend the molt 
delicate ear of the higheft parliamentary prerogative man. By 
fome accident or contrivance, it was not fent till antiquated and 
out of feafon. Mr. Wentworth had gained an afcendency over 
the people of his government, by which he kept them trom en- 
tering into fuch fpirited meafures for the redrets of grievances as 
would be offenfive to miniftry. The other colonies adopted a 
different line of condu&. The Virginia houfe of burgefies ap- 
j} plauded the Ma/fachu/etts veprefentatives for their attention to 
American liberty ; took notice of the act fufpending the legif- 
lative powers of New-York; and faid, ‘‘ If the parliament can 
compel the colonies to furnifh a fingle article to the troops {ent 
lover, they may by the fame rule, oblige them to furnith clothes, 
‘urms, and every other necellary, even to the pay of the officers 
and foldiers, a doétrine replete with every miichief, and utterly 
fubverfive of all that is dear and valuable.” The council con- 
curred with them in all their proceedings ; and their agent was 
‘enjoined to confult the agents of the other colonies, and to_ co- 
operate with them in applying for redrefs. Mott of the ailem. 
bles upon the continent, as they had opportunity, approved of 
the doings of the Maffachufetts, and harmonized with them in re- 
folves and petitions. [April22.] But an account of their doings 
had not reached Great-Britain long, beforelord Aid//borough wrote 
| governor Bernard upon the occalion. For want of fuller and 
||jufler information, or of due attention to the governor's expret- 
fions, the proceeding which originated the circular letter, was 
| mentioned,—‘ as unfair, contrary to the real ienfe of the allem- 
bly, and procured by furprife ; and therefore” upon t 


pon this mit. 
taken principle, the governor was initruéted, “ fo foon as the 
general court is again affembled, to require of the houle of re- 
prefentatives, in -his majeliy’s name, to refcind the refolution 
which gave birth to the circular letter from the {peaker, and to 
declare their difapprobation of, and diffent to that rafh and hally 
proceeding.”’ In cafe they refufed to comply, he was immedi- 
ately to diifolve them, and to tranfimit to his lordihip an account 
of their tranfaétions. [ June 21 | the houle was informed of what 
was required ; and three days after, of what they were to expect 
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ifunpliable. Their refolution not being returned within fix days i 
of the laft part of the information, the governor fent them word 
he could wait no longer, which haftened the bufinefs in which 
they were engaged. , bs 
[30.]| A committee of the houfe reported a letter to Lord 


Hillfborough, feiting forth the fevéral votes and refolutions which 
pafied in the laft houfe of reprefentatives, relating to the Cire 
cular letter; and fhowing that the whole of thefe matters was |, 
tranfatied in the height of the feflion in a full houfe, and by | 
a large majority.. The letter was approved of by 93 out of | 
105 members prefent, and ordered to be tranfmuited to his lord- | 
fhip. The houfe agreed alfo upon a meflage to the governor, 1 
in which they faid, “ It is to us incomprehenfible that we thould | 
be required, on the peril of a diffolution of the general court, | 
to refcind a refolution of.a former houle, when it is evident, that |. 


; y s NAV 4 
that refolution has no exiftence but as a mere hiftorical faét. Your. 


{¥. 


excellency muft know, that the refolution is, to fpeak in the lan- 


guage of the common law, not now executory, but to all intents. 
and purpofes executed. If, asis moft probable, by the word re- || 
{cinding is intended the paffing a vote, in direct and exprefs dif 
approbation of the meafure taken by the former houte as illegal, 
inflammatory, and tending to promote unjullifiable combinati-- i 
ons againit his majeity’s peace, crown and dignity, we mutt take ; 
the liberty to teftify and publicly declare, that we take it to be 
the native, inherent, and indefeafible right of the fubject, joint. i 
ly or feverally, to petition the king for the redreis of grievances 5 
provided alway, that the fame be done in a decent, dutiful, loyal _ 
and conftitutional way, without tumult, diforder and confufion, | 
—If the votes of the houfe are to be controlled by the direétion, . 
of a minifter, we have left us but a vain femblance of liberty.— | 
We have now only to inform you, that this houfe have voted not 
to refcind, and that on adivifion on the queftion, there were nine- 
ty-two nays, and feventeen yeas.” The meflage was firm, patrr | 
otic, and f{pirited; and in fome parts allufively fevere upon the 
governor ; but every where decently exprefled. The réfcinders 
were governmental receivers or expeciants. “They had, or look... | 
ed for a reward, for their crouching compliance. The next day, 
[ July 1.| the governor pafled fome necelflary acts, and then dif, 
folvéd the aflembly. It is fcarce conceivable how a new affem- 
bly of repreientatives could think themfelves capable of being i 
more grofsly infulted, than by being made accountable for the . 
proceedings of a diffolved and dead one, and by being punifhed” 
with immediate deftruétion for not declarint themfelves of op; | 
pofite fentiments to their predeceffors. Mr. Ovzs, in his fpeech 
againit refcinding, faid, ‘‘ When Lord Hillfborough knows that 
we 
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ib will not refcind our a€ts, he fhould apply to parliament to 
refcind theirs. Let Britain refcend their meafures or they are loft 
for ever.” His fpeech by the patriotic enthufiafts was extolled 
‘to the fkies; and by the governmental ones, was declared to be 
the molt violent, infolent, abufive, treafonable declamation, that 
perhaps was ever delivered. While the matter of refcinding was 
under confideration, the houfe received an anfwer from Virgima, 
land one trom New- Ferfey, which, though not fo very high as. 
the other, was far from being unfavorable. They had alfo in- 
Jtelligence, that they might expeét the like from other affemblies : 
thefe circumftances probably increafed the majority againft re- 
{cinding. Had it not been for the mandate to refcind, the feffi- 
ons might have terminated profperoully and peaceably: for Mr. 
Cts, though he had diftinouilhed himfelf by carrying the ob- 
je€tons to the authority of parliament to the greateit length, had 
retratied all his former opinions, in a fet fpeech at the opening 
ofit. He faid, he had fully informed himf{elf of the relation 
setween Great-Britain and her colonies; and was convinced 
Ae the power of parliament over her colonies was abfolute, with 
lus qualification, that they ought not to tax them until they. al- 
lowed them to fend reprefentatives ; and that if the colonies had 
reprefentatives, the power of parliament would be as perfeé in 
America as in England. He then argued for an American re- 
prefentation. This furprifed the afembly, and induced a mem- 
per on the fide of government to charge the oppofition with the 
‘tention of making an American reprefentation neceflary, by 
denying the authority of parliament over them becaufe not re- 
relented. The anfwers of the other party were thought to 
lrengthen the fufpicion. Upon which Mr. Timothy Ruggles 
poiniedly faid, that as they were determined to have reprefenta- 
ives, he begged leave to recommend, to them a merchant, who 
ould undertake to carry their reprefentatives to England for 
belt what they would fell for when they arrived there. But the 
eft argument to have filenced any of the oppofition, who might 
ntereitedly hanker after an American reprefentation, would have 
een io have repeated the refolve of the houfe on the agth of 
Jctober 1765—“ A reprefentation in parliament of the inhabi- 
ants of the province, fuch as the fubje&s in Britain a€tuall 
Njoy is impracticable for the fubjeéts in America.” The day be- 
ore Lord {ill/borough wrote to Mr. Bernard upon the bufinels 
f refcinding, a circular letter was written to the governors of 
he refpettive provinces, to accompany a copy of that of the 
doffachufetts, in which his lordihip faid, ‘It is his majetty’s 
leafure, that you fhouid immediately, upon the receipt hereof, 
ert your utmolk influence to defeat this flagitious attempt to 
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difturb the public peace, by prevailing upon the affembly of your 
province to take no notice of it, which will be treating it with | 
the contempt it deferves.” He then added a clofing paragraph > f 
meant to influence the affemblies into a compliance. ‘The circu- 
lar letter was in fome initances received in time, but produced 
a very different offe& from what was intended. The New-Y ork 
aflembly had felt the weight of the parliament’s high difpleafure, |} 
and been bereaved of legillative power, till they fhould comply. 
with the billeting a. _ In the beginning of the year, they voted 
the fam wanted to the general, tor the purchafe of falt, pepper | 
and vinegar, inflead of pafiing an aét conformable to the par- | 
liament’s a€t, which vote was accepted. But when they met at 
the clofe of the year, after having completed a, petition to his. 
majefly, another to the lords, and a remonf{trance to the com. |’ 
mons, they proceeded to confider the circular letters from the af. 
femblies of Maffachufetts-Bay and Virginia, and unanimoutly }! 
agreed to anfwer them in the mok refpeciful manner. They " 
then entered into fome very fpirited refolves in favor of liberty, |! 
and the rights of their conflituents; and appointed a committee | 
to correfpond and conlult with any other his majelty’s fubjects || 
out of the colony, either individually or colleétively, on any . 
matter or thing whatfoever, whereby the rights or privileges of ! 
the houfe or its conftituents might be affected. Thefe doings " 
occafioned their being diffolved. I 
‘We are now entering upon another interefling period.. : 
It had been the common practice for the tide-waiter, upon the | 
arrival of a veflel, to repair to the cabin, and there to remaim || 
drinking punch with the matter, while the failors and others ups | 
on deck were employed in landing the wines, molaffes, or other | 
dutiable goods. The commiffioners of the cuftoms were deter- !' 
mined that the laws of trade thould be executed. aE 
Upon the arrival of Mr, Hancock's floop Lzberty, Nathantel : 
Bernard, mafier, from Madeira; the tidefman, Thomas Kirk,’ 
went on board in the afternoon. Captain Mar fhall, in Mr. Han- ' 
cock’s employ, followed ; and about nine in the evening, made! 
feveral propofals to Kirk, which being rejeéted, captain Marfhall, : 
with five or fix others, laid hold of, overpowered, and confined ' 
him below for three hours, in which time the wine was’ 
taken out, before entry had been made at the cuftom-houle or i 
naval office. Marfhall threatened Kirk, in cafe of difcovery.. 
The captain wrought fo hard in unloading the floop, that Ins’ 
fudden death, that night, while in bed, before afliftance could | 
be obtained, was generally believed to have been owing to fame 
injury received from his uncommon exertions. he next morn-' 
ing the mafter entered, ag it is faid, four or five pipes, and {wore 
that 
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that was the whole of his cargo. It was refolved to feize the 


floop for a falfe entry’s being made; though it was thought by 


/ many that no one would undertake the bufineis. 


[June 10.] Mr. ofeph Harrifon, the collector, and Mr. Ben- 
amin Hallowell, the comptroller, repaired to Hancock’s wharf. 


_ Mr. Harrifon objeéted to the unfeafonablenefs of the time, being 


between fix’ and feven, when the lower clafs of people were re- 
turning from their day labour. The feizure however was made 


before fun-fet, fo as to be perfeétly legal. Mr. Harrifon thought 


the floop might he at the wharf, after clapping the broad arrow 
upon her; but Mr. Hallowell judged it would be beit to move 


her under the guns of the Romney, and made fignals for her boats 


to come afhore. The people upon the wharf cried out, “ There 
is no occafion, fhe will lie fafe, and no officer has a right to re- 
move her ;” but the mafter of the man of war cut her moorings 
and carried her off. Every mean was ufed to ‘nterrupt the ofh- 
cers in the execution of their bufinefs, and numbers fwore that 
they would be revenged. A mob was foon colleéted, which in- 
creafed to a thoufand or two, chiefly of Rurdy boys and negroes. 
‘The minds of the people were inflamed by the feizure and re- 


|moval of the veffel. ‘They had been before irritated, by the cap- 
‘tain of the man of war’s preiling fume teamen belonging to the 


2 J 
1] 


‘town; addto that, their averfion to the board of comnuihoners, 


the popularity of the owner, and the name of the floop—thefe 


of courfe ¢xcited their refentments, and wrought them up into a 
combuftible body. Captain Malcolm, who was deeply engaged 
jin running the wines, headed a number of men atter the feizure, 
and was very aétive in attempting to prevent the floop’s being 
removed. Mr. Harrifan was pelted with fiones, bricks, and 
dirt, and received feveral blows with flicks, particularly one on 


the breatl, fo that it was with difficulty he could keep from fal- 
ling; he was afterward confined to his bed from the injuries he 


i 


Whad received. Mr. Hallowell, Mr. Irving, infpefior of imports 


and exports, and the colle¢tor’s fon were fharers in the treat- 


dment. They all efcaped with the utmotft hazard of their lives. 


Mr. Hallowell was confined to his houfe under the care of a fur- 
geon from wounds and bruifes. Mr. Rechard Harrifon, the col- 
leftor’s fon, was thrown down, dragged by the hair of his head, 
and otherwife treated barbaroufly. Mr. Jrving was beaten with 
clubs and flicks ; had his fword broken to pieces, and received a 
few flight wounds. “The mob proceeded to the houtes of the col- 
leGior and comptroller, broke their windows, and thofe of Mr. 
Wilhams, imf{pettor general, then dragged the collettor’s boat 
through the town, and burnt it‘on the common. ‘This was on 
Friday evening. Saturday and Sunday evenings are facred; and 
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the commiffioners Hulton, Burch, Paxton and Robinfon, efqrs. 
remained pretty eafy : during the outrages, to avoid infults, they 
retired from their own to neighbours houfes. But receiving I= 
formation that further riots were intended, and the governor tel- 
ling them, he could not protect them, and that there would be 
no fafety for them in Boilon, confidering the temper of the | 
people; on Monday morning early, they fent a card to the f 
governor, to let him know that they were going on board the 
Romney, and defired his orders for their reception at the caitle, 
which he readily gave. ‘They repaired firfl on board the man of | 
war, and then proceeded from thence to the caftle. The collec- | 
tor and comptroller, and mott of the other officers of the. cul | 
toms withdrew, either then or afterward. [4 g.| On the Mon- | 
day morning large numbers of people were gathered together, and |’ 
to appearance regularly formed into parties, under their different. |’ 
leaders, in feveral parts of the town. If they meant any thing | 
againft the commiflioners, they were difappoimted by their hav- [ 
ing withdrawn. In the afternoon printed tickets were put up, 
notifying a meeting of the fons of liberty the next day at ten | 
o'clock. = This prevented all mifchief in the evening. [14.] At? 
the appointed time, shoufands of the lower clafs met ; but. the | 
day being rainy, numbers adjourned to Faneuil-hall, and there / 
agreed to fend the conftebles about to notify a legal town meet- | 
ing for the afternoon. Little elfe was done at this meeting, but " 
the appointing a cor nmittee to wait upon the governor with a pe- © 
tition, the recetving his anfwer, writing a letter to afriend, and | 
voting fuch inftruétions as they thought proper to their repreten- 
tatives. The common talk was, that the removal of the iloop | 
was an affront to the town, as It contained an infinuation that 4 
fhe would not have been fafe-if left at the wharf in cuitody of a ‘ 
cuftom-houfe officer. It was afferted, and very truly, that there ' 
had been no refcue lately; but an invincible reafon exilted for } 
it, as no feizure had been lately made. When captain Malcolm, * 
more than a-year anda half back, oppofed in an armed manney, ' 
the officers attempting to fearch his houfe, fuch a number of | 
people aflembled about it, when he had got the officers out and | 
{hut his gates again{t them, that they were glad to retreat with. | 
out doing their bufinels. This defiance of the law pafled unno-: 
ticed and unpunifhed, fo that the officers never afterward attempt- ' 
ed to make a feizure, although informations were not wanting,’ 
until the prefent time, when they were ordered by their fuperi-’ 
ors. About a month after, a {chooner was feized for having. 
thirty hogfheads of molaffes on board, and was left at the whart' 
in cuftody of two cuftom-houfe officers. July the eighth at night,| 
thirty men boarded her, confined the officers to the cabin, ae | 
carried 
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carried off the molaffes. The town’s-people were diflatisfied that 
their declarations concerning the floop Liberty, that fhe would 
“have been fafe if left at the wharf, fhould be fo foon fallified. 
The fele&t men fent for the matter, and ordered: him to return 
the molaffes dire@ly, under pain of the difpleafure of the town, 
It was immediately done, and the molafies put on board again, 
| the day after it was conveyed away. 
| The day before the town meeting of June the fourteenth, a, 
committee of both houfes was appointed to inquire into the ilate 
of the province. When they made their report, { g0.|-in {peak- 
ing of the affair on Friday the tenth, they faid, “The feizure oc- 
‘cafioned a number of people to be collected, who, from the vio- 
lence and unprecedentednefs of the procedure in carrying off the 
veffel, €9c. took occafion to infult and abufe the officers, and to, 
/ commit other diforders, &c,—Refolved, that though the extra- 
ordinary circumitances of faid feizure may extenuate the crimi- 
nality, yet being of a very criminal nature, and of dangerous 
confequence, the two houfes declare their utter abhorrence and 
deteftation of them, and refolve that the governor be defired to 
dire€t the attorney-general to profecute all perfons concerned in 
_ the faid riot, and that a proclamation be iffued, offering a re- 
_ ward for making difcovery, fo as the rioters or abettors may be 
brought to condign punifhment.” Neither rioters nor abettors 
had any thing to fear from either proclamation or profecution ; 
and knew themfelves to be perfeétly fafe, notwithftanding the re- 
port ; but the politicians faw it was expedient to fay fomethmg 
to fave appearances, and well-meaning perfons might join them, 
in the fimplicity of their hearts, believing that the others intend- 
ed their words fhould be productive of the events to which they 
feemingly pointed. At the fitting of the fuperior court in Au- 
guft, the grand jury was found to have among them feveral of 
the abettors of the Bofton rioters, and particularly the famous 
captain Malcolm, acircumftance that neceflarily quafhed all in- 
formations and profecutions, as it flrongly foreboded their iffue. 


© 


The council in a letter to Lord Hilljfborough infinuated, that 
the commiffioners had concerted a plan, with the delign of raif- 
ing a difturbance by the feizure of the floop Liberty. The in- 
finuation muit be placed to the ill will they bore to the commif- 
fioners, more than to any thing befide. On the twenty-ninth 
of July, they faid, “* The commiffioners were not obliged to 
quit the town; there never had been any infult offered to them ; 
their quitting the town was a voluntary act of their own; we 
do not apprehend there was any fulficient ground for their quit- 
ting it.” But it appears from a manufeript 1a Mr. Hutchinfon’s 
hand writing, that the commifflioners apphed, December the 
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ninetcenth, to each of the four judges of the fuperior court fe- | 
parately for their opinions upon four queitions; and that after |: 
having conferred together, they were unanimoufly of opinion, 

“ That from the {pirit which had been excited in the populace 
againit all the commiffioners of the cuftoms, Mr.. Temple exe |! 
cepted, they could not have remained long in fatety at Botton, 
afer the feizure of the floop Liberty, but would have been in 
ereat danger of violence to their perfons and properties from a }) 
mob, which at that time it was generally expected would be | 
raifed for that purpofe : | ap 

“That government was infufficient to reftrain, fupprefs or | 
punifh the feveral mobs which had been affembled fince the 
fourteenth of Auguff, ¥765 3 and that at the time of the com- 
miffioners retiring to the caitle, there was no probability that the || 
fame authority could have had any greater force: mY 

“That they could not have returned to town, and .exculg. 
their commiffion with fafety, at any time alter they withdrew, | 
before the arrival of his majelty’s troops : Al 

« And that they knew of no_ better meafure that they could!) 
have taken, than retiring to Caflle William.” H} 

Mr. Temple was excepted, for he was not obnoxious to the 


populace, being averfe to the eflablifhment of the board of com. 
miflioners, which leflened both his falary and power. He with.) 
ed the diflolution of it, and to be reftored to his former place ot | 
furveyor general of the cuftoms. Though the refi of the com-! 
mjffioners could not have returned to have executed their com-! 
miflion with fafety, they might moft probably have returned and! 
been fafe, had they declined executing the fame, which however!) 
was not to be expeéted. ‘They continued at, but were not con- | 
fined to the caflle. “They rode about the country at pleafure,! 
without any interruption from the people. ve 
June 15.] The commuiflioners wrote to general Gage, co-) 
lone] Dalrymple, and commodore Hood, defiring troops to fup-! 
sort them in their office. Whatever this application might con-| 
tribute toward the fending of them, yet it certainly did net give! 
rife toit. Meafures had been taken to procure them long be-! 
fore. Mr. Paxton, when in London the preceding year, told 
Mr. Bollan repeatedly, that Mr. Hutchinfon and fome other of! 
his friends were of opinion, that {tanding troops were necellary! 
to fupport the authority of the government at Bofton ; and that! 
he was authorifed to inform him of. this thein opmion. Mot: 
probably he was authorifed to miorm others alfo. Mr. Bollan! 
as againit fending troops, and when there was a talk of doing. 
_, endeavoured to prevent it, and freely related to a gentlemal 
of confiderable influence, what fome ot the principal merchant 
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faid, that they who fhould fend over the ftanding troops, w. rould, 
certainly be curfed to all pofterity*. But the difpoti ion of 
_ fome to try the experiment was firengthened by a letter trom the 
_commiffioners to the lords of the trealury, recerved before 
riot happened ; and rendered efficacious upon the ari vival 
governor Bernard’ s letters at the fecretary’s offic e, elpeciall: 
of March, giving an aggravated detailed account of a Garis 
diflurbance on the joyous annivertary of the repeal of the ff uP 
att; which general Gage, in his letter of Oftober to Lord Aid 
borough, declared, from the beft intelligence he could proc 
to have been trifling. When the raster came to be canbe 
it was agreed to fend troops to Boiton, Accordingly, Lisi 
Hillfoorough in his fecret and confidential letter to general Gage, 
[ June 8.] wrote, “ Iam to fiynify to you his majeity’s pleafure, 
that you do ferent order one regiment, or fuch force as vou 
fhall think neceflary, to Boflon, to be quartered in that town, 
-and to give every legal Mice to the civil magiftrate, in lie 
prefervation of the public peace, and to the officers of the reve- 
nue, in the execution of the laws of trade and revenue; and as 
this appears tobe a fervice of adelicate nature, and poflibly lead- 
ing to confequences not eafily forefeen, I am diretted by the 
king to recommend to you to make choice of an officer for the 
command of thofe troops, upon whofe prudence, refolution and 
Integrity, you can entirely rely.” And on the eleventh, he in- 
formed the governor, that his majefly, from the reprefentation 
made by him and the commiffioners of the cuftoms, had direéted 
one regiment at leaft to be ftationed in Botton, and to garrifon, 
and (if neceflary) to repair the caitle; and had ordereda frigate, 
two lloops, and two cutters to repair a and remain in the har- 
bour of Bofton for fupporting and aflifting the officers of a 
cuftoms in the execution of their duty. ie lordfhip’s letter to 
Gage being dated two days before the riot occafior fea by the 
feizure of the {loop Liberty, the order contained in it, ty no 
poflibly be founded on fuch riot ; though the riot, with the 
fequent tranfactions of the town, mig! ht be relate: : as a reafon HL 
the refolves afterward drawn up, ‘exhibiting the neceflity of 
fending a military force to Bofton. But perfons in office are 
liable to fall into miftakes, through the mu ltiplicity and ey of 
bufinefs, and for want dda ie confideration or Bates intelligence 
In this way yOu 2 may account for his lordi hip’s figning a circular 
letter, | Sept. 2.| to the governor and council ot Rhode- Uland, 
to Saws Nollcwing purpofe—* Gentlemen, the king having ob- 
ferved, that the governors of his colonies have, upon fever ral 


* Mr. Bollan’s letter to Mr. Hutchinfon, Auguf 11, 1767- 


occafions, 
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occafions, taken upon them to communicate to their councils 
and aflembhes, either the whole or parts of letters from his ma~ 


jelty’s principal {ecretary of flate, I have it in command to fig- 
nify, thatit is his majefty’s plealure, that you do not, upon any 
pretence whatever, communicate to the aflembly, any copies OF 


extraéts of fuch letters, unlefs you have his majefty’s particular | 


directions.” ‘This was foon publithed inthe Providence Gazette, 
after being received, That colony choofes its own governor 
annually, and he has neither right nor power to withhold from 
the aflembly copies of any fuch letters. Upon another occafion 
his lordfhip gave orders to the governor of Penn/ylvama, in cale 
the affembly did not aét conformable to what-was expected, im- 


mediately to diffolve them; whereas it is the inherent privilege | 
of that houfe, to fit on their own adjournments ; and the gover- 
nor has no power to diffolve them, ; sa I 
[Nov.3.] A month after the arrival of the troops at Bofton, i 
Mr. Hancock was ferved with a precept for goool, fierling, by | 
the marthal ef the court of Admiralty. ‘The marthal having are 


refted him, demanded bail for goool. Five other gentlemen were 
arrefied for the like fum. He and the five others gave bail.— 
The commiflioners profecuted the fuppofed owner, and each pera 


fon they imagined concerned in unloading the wines, for the | 


value of the whole cargo and treble damages. The vetlel feized 


was reftored after a long detention; and the fuits in the courts On} 


Admiralty dropped, March the twenty-fixth; 1769, by a declara- 
tion from the king’s advocate, that his majefty would profecute 
no further. It was idle to think of fupporting the profecution 
by {ufficient evidence. Want of inclination or fear would pre- 
vent witnefles appearing, and corruption would procure counter- 
evidence from men of no principle, who would juftify themfelves 
from the profecution s being built upon acts OL parliament, to 
which they fuppoted the colonies owed no. obedience ; and 
would plead, as in too many initances is done at home, that it 1S 
not he who takes, but he who impofed the oath, who is charge- 
able with the crime of {wearing falfely. The law would not 


allow the profecuted any cafis or damages. In this cafe the al-: 
lowance would have been unreafonable; the mnocence of the) 
parties could not have been urged in its behalf, om | 

The colonifts could not overlook the good effects produced by. 
the former non-importation agreement, and were earneit fou 


playing off the fame engine againit the new attempts of minillry. 
to faddle them with the payment of taxes. About the beginnins 


of April, feveral gentlemen of Boflon and New-York, wrote td 


others at Philadelphia; in order to learn, whether they woul 
unite with them, in flopping the importation of goods from Grea | 
| Britain | 


i 


)/ 
4 
il 
a 
| 
q 


J 
i 
) 
oa 
NV 


I 


| 
i 


A.D. 1768.) AMERICAN REVOLUTION. in; 


Britain, until certain atts of parliament fhould be repealed, which 
were thought to be injurious to their rights, as freemen and Bri- 
tifh fubjects. A numerous meeting of merchants followed, when 
/ an addrefs was read to them. It fet forth the claims of the colo- 
nies, and then went into an enumeration of grievances, which the 
_coloniils had long borne, and feenied willing to forget, had they 
not been alarmed afrefh by the late proceedings of the miniftry. 
the addres remarked, that, in the att obliging the feveral affem- 
blies to provide quarters for the foldiers, Gc. a power is granted 
to every officer, upon obtaining a warrant from any jultice 
(which warrant the juftice is empowered and ordered to grant, 
without any previous oath) to break into any houfe by day or by 
night, under pretence (thefe are the words of the aét) of fearch- 
ing for deferters. It pointed out to them the danger they were 
in, of having ereéted over them a defpotic government, to rule 
tem as flaves. It called upon them to deliberate, by what 
means they might defend their rights and liberties, and obtain a 
repeal of the obnoxious atts. It urged them to join in the mea- 
fure propoled by their brethren of Boffon and New-York; and 
iclofed with “ United we conquer, divided we die.” Vhe Penn/yl- 
vania merchants agreed with the other colonies in opinion, that 
‘the revenue acts were unconftitutional ; but declined adopting the 
non-importation agreement, as they believed it to be premature. 
4) Vhey knew that multitudes in Great Britain would fuffer much 
by a fufpenfion of trade with her, whenever it fhould be carried 
into execution; and judged that it ought not to be made ufe of, 
but as the laft and moft certain remedy, when petitions proved 
ineffeétual. They faw clearly that the aéts were manifeitly inju- 
rious to the Britifh trade, and hoped the parliament would there- 
fore find it expedient to repeal them; and were willing to allow 
proper time for the repeals being effeGted. ‘Thefe reafons in- 
uced them to refufe complying with the folicitations of their 
jncighbours. But the merchants and traders of Philadelphia a- 
Wgreed upon a memorial, wherein they {lated their grievances, 
which was tranfmitted to their mercantile friendsin London > on 
whole afiiftance they relied for an application to government for 
relief; and this they hoped to obtain as to fome of the chief 
though it might not be all the articles of complaint. 
| But the Loflon merchants and traders, having been drawn in, 
partly by their connections with the politicians and the fear of 
oppofing the popular itream, agreed upon a new fub{cription pa- 
per, | Aug. 1.| wherein they engaged as follows—* We will not 
fend for or import from Great Britain, either upon our own ac- 
count, or upon commiilions, this fall, any other goods than what, 
are already ordered for the dall fupply.”—“ We will not fend for 
or 
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or import any kind of goods or merchandife from Great Britain, 
&c. from the firftof January, 1769, to the firft of January, 1770, 
except fait, coals, fifh-hooks and Jines, hemp and duck, bar-lead 
and fhot, wool-cards and card-wire.’—** We will not purchale 
of any factor oF others, any kind of goods imported from Great 
Britain, from January, 1769, to January, 1770."—* We will 
not import, on our own account, or on commiffions, or purchafe 
of any, who fhall import from any other colony in America, 
from January, 179, to Jannary, 1770, any tea, glals, paper or 
other goods, commonly imported from Great Britain.”—** We 
will not, from and after the firft of January, 1769, import into 
this province any tea, paper, glals, or painters colours, until the 
aét impofing duties on thofe articles {hall be repealed.” The 
fubf{eription paper was carried about town; and, at length, ge- |, 
nerally figned ; though feveral refpettable merchants remained 
non-fubferibers.. The fame month the Conneclicut and New-York | 
merchants came into fimilar agreements ; and thofe of Salem, the | 
beginning of September. Some merchants had undoubtedly the | 
forefight to provide for an abilinence from importation. for @ 
year, by unulually large orders. ; 
A report having been {pread, that governor Bernard had inti- | 
mated his apprehenfions, that one or mote regiments were to De | 
daily expeéted at Bofon, a meeting of the inhabitants was called, |, 
and 2 committee appointed to wait on him, to know the grounds ! 
of his apprehenfions, and to pray him to iffue precepts forthwith | 
for convening a general affembly. He acknowledged his having | 
received thofe informations which produced fuch apprehentions, i 
but faid they were of a private nature. The calling of another , 
affembly he told them could not be complied with, till his ma- 
jefty’s commands were received. The anfwer being reported, it; 
was refolved, ‘That the freeholders, and other inhabitants of , 
the town of Bofton, will, at the peril of their lives and fortunes, | 
take all legal and conftitutional mealures to defend all and fingu- ; 
lar the rights, liberties, privileges, and immunities granted in their, 
royal charter.’ It was alfo declared to be the opinion of thole 
prefent, “That a fuitable number of perfons to att for them 2s@, 
committee in convention, with fuch as may be fent to join them) 


from the other towns, fhould be now chofen, in order that fuch, 
meafures may be confulted and advifed, as his majelty’s fervice,, 
and the fafety of the province may require.” It was then voied,, 
“That the fele&t men of Bofton fhould write to the fele€t men of 
the other towns, to acquaint them with the foregoing refolutions,, 
and to propofe, that a convention be held at Faneuil Hall 10) 
Botton, on the twenty-fecond inftant.” It was afterward voted, 
* That, as there is an apprehenfion, in the minds of many, of an, 

approaching) 
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approaching war with France, thofe inhabitants who are not pro- 
vided, be requefted to furnifh themfelves forthwith with arms. 

[Sept.22.] The convention, confilting of committees from 
ninety-fix towns and eight diftri€ts, met as propoied; and after 
conference and confultation, petitioning the governor, declaring 
that they only confidered themfelves as private perfons, making 
loyal profeflions, exprefling their averfion to flanding armies, to 
-tumults and diforders, their readinefs to ailift in fuppredling nots 
and preferving the peace, and recommending patience and regard 
to good order, they broke up and went home onThurfday the 
twenty-ninth. Advice was received the day before, that the men 
of war and tranfports from Halifax, with tome hundreds of 
troops, were fafe arrived at Nantafket harbour, a few miles below 
Cattle William. Two days before the convention clofed, thev 
i difpatched a letter to Mr. Berdt, containing a reprefentation of 
what had taken place, with fuch papers and infiructions as were 
judged moft fuitable to the circumitances of their aflembly. 

When the news was firit received of troops being ordered to 
Bolton, broad hints were thrown out that they fhould never 
land; and to flrengthen the appearance of an intention to op- 
pole them, a barrel was placed upon the beacon, fuppofed to be 
a tar barrel, to have been fired to call in the country upon the 

troops appearing, which was afterward found to be an empty 
Wail barrel, Many of the deputies came down to the convention, 
with inftru€tions and difpolitions to prevent the Boflonians in- 
volving the province in the fatal confequences of their own furi- 
ous devices. Numbers were from the beginnmg, fenfible of the 
impropriety and danger of their proceeding, ‘and defirous by a 
moderate condu€ét, to correct the one and ward off the other._— 
The governor’s meflage to them after their addrefs was high, and 
might tend to keep fome of them in awe, as the troops were 
jthought to be at no great diftance. When Mr. Otis joined them 
Jinflead of being violent, he was quite moderate; and when Mr. 
Samuel Adams attempted to launch out in the fame tree and un- 
reltrained language, to which he was accultomed in the houfe 
of reprefentatives, he was prefently filenced. 

The. convention having finifhed in the above manner, the per- 
fons juft named affumed to themfelves the moderation of thofe 
whom they called together for very different purpofes. The go- 
vernor himfelf was not always wholly ignorant of what was go- 
ing forward among the fons of liberty. He kept up an acquaint- 
ance with fome of them; and by that means, at times, procured 
ufeful intelligence, while he gave his informers the ftrongelt af- 
furance, that their names fhould not be quoted, nor any commu- 
nication be made of it, which could make them fufpetted.. Too 
eo You. I. Li : much 
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much oceafion was given for this paragraph, which foon after _ 
éppeared in the New-York Journal.—* I blame the Bottonians 
for having given fome room for the idle reports of their defign- 
ing to oppofe the landing of the troops, by the ridiculous puff and 
bombaft (for which our eaflern brethren have always been too 
famous) of warning every man to provide himfelf with a good 
frelock, arimunition, &c. under the difingenuons jefaitical pre- 
tence of the profpect ofa French war, full as abfurd and hypov 
eritical as is the pretence of a military efablifhment in América 
for its protection and defence.” 
When the troops from Halifax were daily expefted, the go- 
vernor would have prevailed upon the council to have provided 
quarters for themin Bofton; butthey refufed, and in anfwer to™ |’ 
what he advanced, faid, ‘* the troops are by aét of parliament, | 
to be quartered no where elfe but in the barracks, until they are | 
full; there are barracks enough at the caftle to hold both the re=* |! 
diménts ; and it 18 thereforé againft the at to bring any of theng | 
“ato town.” However, the orders of general Gage to lieutenant « 
colonét Dalrymple were poiitive to land one of them at Bofton. 
But in the interim captain Montrelor, the ¢ngineer, arrived 
with letters of a fubfequent date, from general Gage for the go- 
wernor and the colonel, wherein the ceneral mentioned, that if 
being reported and believed from a number of private letters and 
the publications, that the people m ana about Bofton had revolt-_' 
ed, he had therefore fent the captain to aflift the forces, and en-— *| 
able thei to recover and maintaim the cafile, and fuch other | 
pofts as they could fecure. Upon this the colonel altered his’ 
‘plan, and concluded to land both regiments at Bolton without. ° 
jof% of time. The fleet therefore was immediately put into | 
notion, and the next morning commanded the whole town.—_ 
Every thing being fully prepared, near upon fourteen * fhips of -‘ 
war lying with their broadfides to the town, having fprings om 
their cables, aud their guns ready for firing inftantly upon the | 
nlace, in cafe of the Teait oppofition ; about one o’clock at noon,” 
OAober the firit, the troops began landing, under cover of the 
{hips cannon, without moleftation ; and having effected it, -" 
marched into the comtion, with mufkets charged, bayonets 
fixed, drums beating, fifes playing, &c. making with the train 
of artillery, upward of'700 men. In the evening, the felect ' 
men were required to quarter the two regiments in town, but. 
abfolutely refufed. One of the regiments, however, being with. « 


* The Lancefton of 40 guns, the Mermaid of 28, Gla'gow 20, Beaver 
i4, Senegal 14, Boneita 10, and feveral armed fchooners, befides the 
Romney of 60 guns, and the other fhips which had been fome t me in 
the harbour, : : 

_ Outs. | 


a? .A4,.D. 1768.] AMERICAN REVOLODTION. 179 
out their camp equipage, was humanely permitted to enter Fa. 
neuil-hall and its chambers, about nine o'clock at nignt, that fo 
_ the men might enjoy atemporary fhelter. Uhe next being Lord’s 
day, the town or ftate houfe was opened in the evening, by order 
_of the governor, for the reception of the troops, who took pol- 

feflion of all the chambers, except the one appropriated for the 
meeting of the council. He certainly flretched his authority in 
feveral points ; but particularly im thus acting, ‘Tmis ftep was 
an infult not only to the town, as it was a great annoyance to 
| the gentlemen and merchants, who had been accuftomed to make 
| the lower floor their exchange, but to the whole colony, as the 
reprefentatives chamber was now poffetled by the foldiery.. Aiter 
the quarters of the troops were fettled, the main guard was poft- 


with two field pieces pointed to it. It was with no {mall indig- 
nation that the people beheld the reprefentatives chamber, court- 
houfe, and Faneuil-hall—feats of freedom and jullice—occupied 
by troops; and guards placed at the doors, and the council paf- 
fing through the guards in going to their own chamber. They 


i a 


réfented alfo the common’s being covered with tenis, and alive 
with foldiers ; their marchings and counter-marchings to relieve 
the euards; the town’s being a perfect garriion, and the inhabi- 
tants being challenged by the fentinels, as they palled and repaf- 
fed.  Perfons devoutly inclined, complained much of being dif. 
turbed at public worlhip on the fabbaths, with drums beating, 
and fifes playing, to which they had never been accullomed in 
the Matfachufetts. Quarters being obtained for the troops, the 
council were required to provide barrack provifions for them, 
agreeable to aft of parliament ; but refolutely declined going in- 
to any meafure which might be conftrued into a fuhmifion to 
the faid a&t. The oppofition of the council to the quartering of, 
and providing for the troops, was fo encouraged and flrengthen- 
ed by Mr. Fames Bowdoin, who was one of th p 


5 em, that Mr. Hut. 
citnfon, in his letter of November 6, afcribed the whole to his 
maifagement. It was thought that the peaceable landing of the 
troops was not what fome ot the miniftry either expetted or defir- 
ed ; and that they were in hopes, that the folly and rage of the 
town and colony would have led them into aa holtile oppofition, 
and thereby have afforded an opportunity for giving them foie 
naval and military correGtion.’ Under this apprehenfion, the 
zentleman, who delivered the firft difpatches trom governor 
Bernard, containing the account of the troops having landed, é&c. 
narrowly watched the countenance and conduct of the perfon 
who readthem, and was confirmed in fuch opinion. But had 
qe not pofieffed that opinion, it might not have been excited by 
3 what 
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what he obferved. The fentiments of the military differed fo |, 
extremely from thofe of the Boftonians, who were unjullly view- 
ed as rebellioufly inclined, that 1t was not to be wondered at that 
they were infulted and abufed, and that quarrels fhould enfue, tho’ 
they did not proceed foonto a dangerous height. Undoubtedly the 
inhabitants could not be continually blamelefs: there would ne- 
ceffarily be fome rafh and imprudent perfons among fuch multi- 
tudes; but the greateft rafhnefs and imprudence lay in the fend- 
ing of troops on a fervice, which could have been effectually and 
better executed by a naval force properly fationed and employ- | 
ed. Ships of war might have poflefled the harbour till the com. | 
miffioners could have executed their office with fatety. | 

The committee of merchants in London paid a due attention 
to the memorial fent them by the merchants and traders of Phi- 
ladelphia, and took pains to obtain relief from the grievances 
therein complained of, though without effect. The department 
to which they applied, afforded little hopes of redrefs in a way: |! 
that might put an end to the differences that had arifen between |. 
Great Britain and her American colonies. The aft impoiing 
duties om glafs, paper, &c, was acknowledged tobe inexpedient; 
but it was added, “Such has been the unjultriable conduct of 
fome in America, that the prefent junfiure is not a proper featon |i 
for a repeal.” Adminiftration was firmly refolved to oppofe it 1 
with their utmoft firength, while it fhould be infiftedon by threats » 
on the part of the colonits, for in that light they conlider the | 
fieps which had been taken by them to obtain redrefs. It was | 
faid, ‘‘ If a proper difpofition appears in the colonies, and their. i 
merchants, in a facceeding feffion, fhall think proper to petition | 
parliament on the principle of inexpediency only, there 1s every | 
reafon to believe that no part of adminifiration will object to the 
repeal.” But the minifter did not declare what wes the proper 
dilpofition he expeéted. No fooner were the Philadelphians ap- ' 
prifed, by the receipt of this information, that no hope remain- | 
ed of a repeal in that feffion, than they unanimoully entered in- : 
to the very agreement, which fome months before, when pro- : 
pofed to them, they had declined: and it was their opinion, that ' 
as the agreement had been formed on mature deliberation, the | 
seople of the province would firmly adhere to it. Of this they | 
gave notice to the committee of merchants in London, by letter | 
of April 8, 1769. In thatletter, remarking upon the informa- \ 
tion they had received, they wrote—“ It would become perfons | 
in power to confider, whether even the unyuflifiable behaviour ' 
of thofe who think themfelves aggrieved, will juilify a perlever- | 
ance in a matier confelied to be wrong. Certain it is, that the | 
wifdom of government is better manifefted, its honor and autho- 
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rity better maintained and fupported, by correcting the errors it 
may have committed, than by perfifting in them, and thereby 
rifking the lofs of the fubjefts affections. We are apprehentive 
that perfons in power are greatly abufed, and that the people of 
America have been grofsly mifreprefented, otherwile the lieps 
_which they have taken to obtain redrefs, could never be looked 
upon as threats. Threats they never intended ; but as all the 
American colonies were equally affeéted, it was thought . that 
their joint petitions would have more weight ; and for this end 
the feveral affemblies communicated their fentiments to each 
other. This ftep, to the inexpreffible furprife of all America, is 
reprefented as “a flagitious attempt, a meafure of a moft dan- 
gerous and fa€tious tendency, &c. ‘The diffolution of affemblhies 
that followed, and the meafures purfued to enforce the acts in 
America, awakened the fears, and exafperated the minds of the 
people to a very great degree. They therefore determined not 
only to defeat the intent of the a€ts, by refraining from the ule 
of thofe articles on which duties were laid, but to put a flop to 
the importation of goods from Great Britain, ‘This is the only 
threat we know of ; and if this is fuficient to engage the mi- 
_miltry to oppofe a repeal of the aéts, we apprehend the’ miniliry 
-muft, by a change of meafures, endeavour to regain the aifecti- 
_ons of the people before they can be induced to alier their de- 
terminations.” 

1“ The Americans confider themfelves as Britifh fubjeéts, en- 
titled to all the rights and privileges of freemen. They think 
there can be no liberty without a fecurity of property ; and 
that there can be no property, if any can, without their con- 
fent, deprive them of the hard-earned fruits of their labour. 
They know that they have no choice in the election of the mem. 
bers of parliament; and from their fituation, never can have 
jany. Every aét of parliament therefore, that is made for railing 
jj a revenue in America, is in their opinion, depriving them ot 
their property without their confent, and confequently is an in- 
| vafion of their liberty.” 

| “If then the aéts cannot be repealed while the miniltry ob- 
jeéls, and if to remove the objeftions the Americans mult give 
up their fentiments, we muft candidly confels we have little hopes 
of a repeal ever taking place ; much lefs is it to be expected, that 
the merchants will prefume to petition parliament on the principle 
of inexpediency only, when every ailembly on the continent are 
applying for a repeal on the principle of 7zg4/.” 

“ Happy had it been for both countries tf the idea of raifing 
taxes in America had never been flarted; however, if the atts 
complained of are repealed, and no oiher of the like nature are 
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attempted hereafter, the prefent unhappy jealoufies will, we be- | 
lieve, quickly fubfide, and the people of both countries in a. 
fhort time, return to their ufual good humor, confidence, and 
affection.” i 
If miniftry thought that the refolves of the houfe of lords, the 
preceding December, would have put a {top to non-importation 
agreements and the fpirited exertions of the colonilts, they foon 
found themfelves much miftaken. It can fcarce be imagined, 
but that fome of the Philadelphia gentlemen had received the 
account of fuch refolves; for the above letter was in anfwer to | 
London ones of January 4th and 26th, and yet they proceeded | 
as has been related. a | 
The refolves cenfured the votes, refolutions, and proceedings | 
of the houfe of reprefentatives of Ma/fachu/etts of January and 
February ; as alfo the declarations, refolutions and proceedings’ |, 
in the town of Boflon. They pronounced the election of depu- | 
ties to fit in convention, and the meeting of fuch convention, 
daring infults offered to his majefty’s authority, and audacious } 
ulurpations of the powers of government. The lords then or- |j 
dered an humble addrefs to be prefented to his majelty ; in which |) 
they exprefled their fatisfattion in the meafures his majefty had. | 
purfued ; gave him the ftrongeft affurances, that they would ef}. 
feétually fupport him in fuch further ones as might be found ne- | 
ceflary to maintain the civil maguitrates, in a due execution of: 
the laws, within the Maflachufetts-Bay ; and befeeched him to | 
dire€t the governor to take the moft effectual methods for procur- 
ing the tulleft information, touching all treafons committed with; | 
in that government fince the goth of December 1767, and‘ta | 
tran{mit the fame, with tbe names of the perfons mott active 1m 
the commiffion of fuch offences ; in order that his majelly might 
iffue a fpecial commiffion for hearing and determining the faid 
offerices, within the realm, purfuant to the flatute of the 95th, 
year of Henry VU. ) , 
The refolutions and addrefs were fent down to the houfe of | 
commons for their concurrence. Colonel Barre oppofed them 5 | 
and directing himfelf to the miniftry, faid, “ Away with thefe parti-_ | 
al refentful trifles, calculated to irritate, not to quell or appeale, in-. 
adequate to their purpofe, unworthy of us! Why will you en-* | 
deavour to deceive yourfelves and us? You know. that it is not’ y 
this place only that difputes your right, but every part. They? 
tell you, that you have no right from one end of the continent™ | 
to the other. My fentiments of this matter you well know. Cony: 
fider well what you are doing. A openly and honeflly. Tell | 
them, you will tax them; and that they muft fabmit. Do not. | 
adopt this little, infidious, futile plan. They will defpife you” 
| for 
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for it.” . However, on the ninth of February, they were agreed 
to and returned with fome amendments ; and the addref{s was or- 
dered to be prefented to both houfes. The Maffachu/etts, with 
becoming firmnets, conftantly afferted their rights, which drew 
down upon them minifterial vengeance. They had no general 
-ailembly when the refolves and addrefs reached America, the laft 


having been diffolved for refufing to comply with the mandate 


4 


to refcind, and the time appointed by charter for calling another 
jnot being arnved. But the Virginta houfe of burgefles entered 
upon the fubjeét. They met on the eighth of May, and on the 
fixteenth took into ferious confideration the ftate of the colony, 
being alarmed at the diftrefs in which all America was likely to 
be involved. They came to feveral neceflary refolutions, copies 
of which they gave their fpeaker, with particular dire&tions to 
firanfmit them without delay, to the fpeakers of the feveral heu- 
fes of aflembly on the continent ; whofe concurrence in the like 
was regueited. ay 

The refolves exprefs, “ That the fole right of impofing taxes 
on the inhabitants of the colony, is now, and ever hath been le- 
iigally and conftitutionally vefted in the houfe of burgefles, with 
content of the council, and of the king, or his governor tor the 
time being-—That it is the privilege of the inhabitants to petition 
their fovereign for redrefs of grievances, and that it is lawful to 
procure the concurrence of his majeity’s other colonies in du- 
Mfal addrefles, praying the royal interpofition in favor of the vi- 
slated rights of America—That all trials for treafon, muifprifion 
pf treafon, or for any felony ar crime whatfoever, committed by 
iny perfon. refiding in faid colony, ought to be in and before his 
najefly’s courts within faid colony ; and that the feizing any per- 
on refiding in the colony, fufpefted of any crime whatloever, 
ommitted therein, and fending fuch perfon to places beyond the 
ea to be tried, is highly derogatory of the rights of Britifh fub- 
jects, as thereby the ineflimable privilege of being tried by a jury 

tom the vicinage, as well as the liberty of producing witnefles 
a fuch trial, will be taken away from the party accufed.” Thefe 
efolutions were followed by.a humble addrefs to his majelty, 
efeeching his royal interpofition to quiet the minds of his loyal 
ibjeéts in the colony, and to avert thofe dangers and miferies, 
hich will enfue from feizing and carrying beyond fea the inha- 
itants of America to be tried in any ofner manner, than by the 
acient and long eftablifhed mode of proceeding. : 
| May 17.] The next day Lord Bottetourt {ent for them, and 
ud,” <* Mr, {peaker and gentlemen of the houfe of burgeffes, I 
ave heard of your refolves, and augur ul of their effects. You 
aye made it my duty to diffolye you, and you are diffolved ac- 
cordingly.” 
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cordingly.” The gentlemen ‘who compofed the houfe, being 
reduced by the diflolution to private perfons, repaired immedi- 
ately to another place, that fo they might confider what meafures 
were proper to be taken, and chole the late fpeaker, Peyton Ran- 
_dolph, cfg; moderator. aoe 
18.| They entered into an affociation unanimoufly [ which 
they fubfcribed and recommended to all merchants, gentlemen, 
traders and others | againfl importing any goods taxed, and many fF 
other articles ; againit wines, againit importing and purchafing | q 
negroes, Ec. | 2} 
The next month the Maryland gentlemen and merchants en- _ 
tered into a non-importation agreement fimilar to the Virginian. 
The South Carolimans followed the example. me we 
The inhabitants of Charle/town broke off all commerce with | 
the Rhode Tflanders and Georgians, whom they charged with ha- |! 
ving a€ted a moft fingularly infamous part, from the beginning 
of the prefent glorious {trugele for the prefervation of American | 
rights. This had its effet, and Georgia came into the non-in- | | 
portation agreement September the nineteenth; Providence, Oc- | 
tober the tenth; but Rhode Ifland not till the thirtieth. A 
[O&. | The North Carolina alfembly came to the like refolu- i 
tion with the Vergzna houfe of burgefles, for which governor | 
Tryon diffolved them. Upon that, the gentlemen who had com-_ 
pofed it, repaired to the court houfe, chofe the late fpeaker mo-) # 
derator, and came to a refolution for an affociation againft im- | 
porting, ec. conformable to what had been done elfewhere. | 
Thus the non-importation agreemént became general, and was / 


y |, 
i 


forwarded by the very means applied for its prevention. Meet- " 
ings of the affociators were regularly held. Committees were 
appointed to examine the cargoes of all veflels arriving from “ 
Britain; and regular votes and refolutions of cenfure were pafled - 
in thofe meetings, upon fuch as réefufed to concur in the alfocia= ’ 
tions, and their names publifhed in the news-papers as enemies ) 
to their country. ‘The decrees of thofe committees met witha 
refpeét and obedience denied to the conftitutional authority of 
government. In {ome cafes goods imported irom Britain were 
locked up in warehoufes, under the care of the committees, and 
in a few inftances returned. Port/mouth, the only feaport in 
New-Hampjhare, never came into the non-inportation agree- 
‘ment. Covernor Wentworth had addrefs enough to prevent it, 


y 


| 
\ 


and keep all quiet. There are few private {chools in that colony, — 
and the bulk of the people are very illiterate. If a perfon can | 
write a note of hand, read a chapter, and cypher to the rule of | 
three, he paffes for a man of learning. Men, whofe capacitiés | 


remain {mall for want of ufe and improvement, and who have 
little 
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hittle knowledge, are liable to be duped by thofe who poffefs fu: 
perior rank and abilities: The affociations were as general, and 
in common as well obferved as could reafonably be expected, 
conlidering the difadvantages and loffes they neceflarily occafion.- 
ed to many. But it isnot to be thought, that there were no col- 
lufions; that all the goods belonging to the profefling fons of 
liberty, which were ftored, remained in the warenoules, without 
being conveyed out upon particular occafions, and to ferve cer- 
tain purpofes; that all, who had given their names or honors not 
to import, did not privately order fome of the prohibited articles 
to pleale thernfelves, families or neighbours; that when, fome 
months afterward, the zeal of the daughters of liberty, in feveral 
of the colonies, profcribed the drinking of tea, and rendered the 
difufe of it a univerlal fafhion,, all were fo true to their engage- 
Monits, as not to fip their green or bohea in fecret, or under a 
) mew name; and that all who affociated or agreed to the fioring 
of their goods, did it voluntarily and without compulfion.. The 
fear or appearance of a mob often produced a compliance in per- 
m@ fons, who would have gladly retained their goods till they could 
have turned the fame into cafh; and brought them to own, that 
they were willing that they fhould be {fored, jult as they would 
have been willing at fea to have thrown them overboard to efcape 
-pertonal fhipwreck. The committees had the arts of. perfuafion ; 
and in fome .places their moft powerful arguments for reducing 
‘the obfiinate were not known to be ufed by them. 
_ The importer is fent for, and defired to come into the agree- 
Bment; he declines; he muft fell; his livelihood depends upon it. 
Arguments are ufed for his complying, and he is urged, foothed 
| Dae entreated ; but itavails nothing. He is determined at all has 
I zards to difpofe of his goods as purchafers offer. Some of the 
Gmobility, or their leaders, are told, that the importer cannot be 
| prevailed upon. Ina day or two he finds himfelf furrounded ; 
|e danger of an affault; is terrified; inquires the reafon; and 
upon learning it, hurries to the committee ; begs their interpo- 
fition; complies with what was before defired of him}; hopes that 
ied will reftore him to the good graces of his fellow townfmen 


the leaft fufpeéting the depth of their contrivance. Every com- 
mittee however, had not this prudent forecalt, whereby to accom- 
plifh their defigns without expofing their own charaéters. 

We have hitherto omitted recording the tranfactions of the 
Maffachu/etts aflembly in the prefent vear, the Virgenia houle of 
purgefles demanding a prior attention, but now proceed to them. 
| [May 31.] The general court being called tocether according 
‘0 charter, a committee. from the houfe of repreleniatives remon- 
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r citizens, and thanks them for their promiled affifiance, not in’ 


Ne a : 


ay 


7” 


frated to his excellency, “ That an armament by fea and land ! 


invefting this metropolis (Bofton,) and a military guard with can- | 
non pointed at the door of the flate houfe where the affembly is 


‘held, are inconfiftent with that dignity and freedom, with which — || 


they have a right to deliberate, confult, and determine. They — 
expect that your excellency will, as his majelly’s reprefentative, 
give effettual orders for the removal of the above-mentioned 
forces by fea and land out of this port, and the ga 

during the fefhon of the faid aflembly.” 

for an{wer, “ Gentlemen, I have no auth 

fhips in this port, or his troops W 


[ June #.)) He negatived eleven o to form ; 


the council. xa 
Psi Ene Loufe in a meflage to him declared —* The ule of 


the military power to enforce the execution of the laws, 1s, in #hewg: 


opinion of this houfe, inconfiftent with the fpirit of a tree con~ | 


¢ 


| 
a AN 
b 


86 Tan HISTORY ov tae [4 Deay6geie 


fiitution, and the very nature of government. This military 


force is uncontrollable by any authority in the province > it ig) 
then a power without any check here, and therefore it is' fo: far 
abfolute. What privilege what fecurity then is left to this / 
houfe!”’ i Cae | 

It was not urged, whatever the cafe might admit; “ The go- 


Ba 


. 


vernor is the king's locum tenens, and his office entire. The chief | 
civil and military authority being by the Britith and our conftis 
tution infeparabie, the king cannot fever them. An independent) | 
ynilitary tends to the utter overthrow of the civil power. They | 


operations of the great feal, which is clavts regm, cannot be con= | 


crolled by the privy feal, the king’s fignet, fign manual, or figni- 


Gcation of his pleafture by his feeretary ; 10 other words, our 
charter cannot be infringed by any of thefe.” Ens: ie, 


#1 


The henfe firmly declined doing bufinefs furrounded with an } 


armed force, fo that the governor the next day adjourned the’ - 
court to Cambridge. Bua | mt 

[ July 6.| His excellency fent a meflage to them, with the ac-, 
counts of the expenditures already incurred by quartering his 
majelty’s troops, defiring funds to be provided for difcharging the ° 
fame, and required a provifion for the further quartering the ° 


Oo 


forces in Botton and Calttle-Ifland, according to act of pat=- 
| & 


liament. . ae 
ie. Ve ape houfe of aflembly, as though they meant by 1t 19 | 
difpife the parliamentary refolves, no lefs than maintain. their owt | 
privileges, palfed a number of refolves, and among them the 
following + , Aes 

“« That a general difcontent on account of the revenue atts, an 
expectation of a tidden arrival of a mibtary power to enforce 
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faid aéts, an apprehenfion of the troops being quartered upon the 
inhabitants, the general court diffolved, the governor refufing to 
call a new one, and the people’almoft reduced to a flate of de- 
ipair, rendered it highly expedient and neceffary for the people 
to convene by their committees ; to allociate, confult, and advife 
the belt means to promote peace and good order; to prefent 
their united complaints to -he throne; and jointly to pray for the 
royal interpofition in favor of their violated rights. Nor can 
this procedure poffibly be ulegal, as they exprefsly difclaim all 
governmental atts : ! 
_“ That the eftablifhment of a ftanding army in this colony, in 

time of peace, is an invafion of natural rights : . 

“ That a ftanding army is not known as a part of the Britifh - 
conilitution : ! 

~ That fending an armed force into the colony under pretence 
of affifting the civil authority, is highly dangerous to the people, 
unprecedented and unconftitutional.” : 

The laft is the fame with that of Virginia. 

[12.] The governor called upon them to anfwer, whether 


they would or would not make provifion for the troops. 


[15-] The houfe by meflage, after remarking upon the mu- 


tiny or billetting aét, anfwered, “ As we cannot confiftently with 
our own honor or intereft, much lefs with the duty we owe to 


our conflituents, fo we never fhall make any provifion of funds 
for the purpofes in your feveral meflages.” Upon that the g0- 
vernor prorogued them to the tenth of January to meet at Bofton. 

South Carolina aflembly, no lefs than the Maffachufetts, ven- 
tured to difobey the mutiny aét, and adopted fimilar refolutions 
to thofe of Verginia. The Maryland lower houfe entered partly 


into fimilar ones, but the latt was omitted, and the firft more 
rongly exprefled. The Delaware Countics early followed the 


Aicad of Vereinia, and adopted their la% refolve verbatim + and to- 


ward the clofe of the year, the New-York allembly concurred in 
their refolves with Virginia. 

The propofal of parliament for tranfporting perfons from A- 
merica in order to trial in Great Britain, purfuant to the flatute 
of Henry VIL. excited a general alarm through the continent. 
The procedure they recommended was not wholly without 
precedent. .The cafe of Culpeper has been already related, 
Under queen Anne, in 1710, the ringleaders of an unnatural 
contention in Antigua, wherein the governor was murdered, were 
brought to. Great Britain, tried, and many of them conyitted and 
executed upon this flatute. Precedents however, will never re- 
roucile fenfible men to practices which, though legal, are fraught, 
with 


with cruelty, and | 
flatute was become obfolete. 

The Virginia houfe of burgefles, 

fly, expretied themfelves with proprie 

« When we confider, that by the eftablith 


hending and puniihing all thofe who 


mat lity of government; we cannot, withqut 


| and carrying beyond the fea, the inhabitants 


al by the ancient and long eftablifhed courfe of 


truly 


Aid 


judges, 

i a {peedy J 
oh country for fetters among flrangers. 
where no friend, no relation will alleviate 
fter to his neceflities, and 
{tify his innocence, {hunned by 


his life.” 

We have been reviewing th 
of the Virgenians and others, in behal 
but regret, that the exiftence of flavery 


, 


deferve avery hard name. It is indeed 


meet together and give themfelves airs aga 
the fubjeét of liberty—t 


and characteriftic of the pe 


are but pete martres inthe bufinefs *.” 


Britain. An attempt in the houfe of c 


* Mr, M, His letter to Mr. Hutchinfon, 
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rable to the moft horrid abufes. Befide, the | 


in their addrefs to h's maje- 
ty upon this fubjeét, 


tion of this colony, the moft ample provilio 
{hall dare to engage in any” 


Rete 4 7 ; Nie al : 4 ; z 
bia treafonable practices againit your majelty, O1 


il p ; I 

cy i -unufual, and permit us, with all humility, 
: \ onal and illegal mode, recommeénded to your majelly, 
u 


fons in any other manner, than” |" 


deplorable muft be the cafe of a wretched American, who 


; iN 4 . ie 
bil having sncurred the difpleafure of any one In pow , 
 domettic connections 


uftice, but to exchange his imprifonment 1n his own, |! 


where no witnefs can be found to te- 
the reputable and honeft, and | 


configned to the fociety and converte of the wretch 
doned, he can only pray, that he may. foo 


e noble and animated proceedings 
£ of liberty 5 and cannot 


them, {hould adminifter the leaft occafion for any one’s writing | 
concerning them. * Tl) laft refolves of the Virginia burgefles ' 


diflipated bathaws, tyrants over a parcel of wretc 


his applies to’ all the fouthern colonies. : 


The {pirit of independence in New England 1 
ople; but’ Vargena and the Carolinas’ 


It is time to crofs the atlantic, and advert to what was doing in’ 


repeal of the obnoxious aé before the feffion clofed, proved im-' 
effe€tual. It was objefted from every quarter, that it was not (| 
proper time, Lord North's language upon the occafion was) 
is However prudence or policy may hereafter induce us to re 
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peal the late paper and glafs a&t, I hope we fhall never think of 

it, él we fee AMERICA projftrate at our feet.” When the feffion 
_was over, the miniftry, with a view, it might be, of foothing 
| the Americans into a better temper, managing their refpective 
_aflemblies, and bringing them to retraét their refolutions and 
open the trade as before, gave out, that at the next feflion the 
American grievances fhould be redrefled: and Lord Fillfoorough 
wrote a circular letter to every colony, | May 13.] mentioning 
} ‘ their intention to propoie, in the next feifion of parliament, 

| taking off the duties upon glafs, paper and colours, upon confi- 
} ceration of fuch duties having been laid contrary to the true prin- 
ciples of commerce ; and affuring each, that his majefty’s mini- 
{ters, ‘‘ at no time entertained a defign, to propofe to parliament . 
to lay any further taxes on America, for the purpofe of raifing 
jarevenue.” Lord Bottetourt, following the direétions he had 
received, fo, to explain meafures _as might re-eitablith mutual 
j confidence and affeCtion between Great Britain and her colonies, 
made the matter known to the Virginia houfe of burgeffes in a 
{peech, and then declared, “ It is my firm opinion, that the plan 
which I have flated to you will certainly take place, and that it 
will never be departed from. I fhall éxert every power with 
‘which I am or ever may be legally invefted in order to obtain 
jand maintain, for the continent of America, that fatisfaGtion 
which I have been authorized to promufe this day, by the confi- 
‘dential fervants. of our gracious fovereign, who to my certain 
knowledge rates his hortor fo high, that he would rather part 
with his crown, than preferve it by deceit.” The houfe in their 
addrefs to him, expreffed their hope and confidence in a manner 
that implied fear and diftruft; but willing to make the beft im- 
provement of what his lordfhip faid, clofed with—* We efteem 
your lordfhin’s information, not only as warranted, but even 
fanctified by the royal word.’ The condu@ of minillry con- 
Wtained the idea of a public renunciation of all further future 
taxation of America for a revenue; and the houfe appeared to 
view it in that light. 
But the circular letter was far from fatisfying the American 
fons of liberty in general. The evident exception of the duty- 
On tea, and the profefled defion of repealing upon commercial 
principles, excited their apprehenfions, and confirmed them in 
the opinion, that the ground of prefent grievances was not to 
be abandoned, but to be referved for a future opportunity of 
making frefh eflays for the impofition of internal taxes. The 
merchants and traders therefore, of Bojion, foon after the know- 
ledge of it, called a meeting, and unanimoufly voted, that the 
jtaking off the duties on the articles of glafs, paper, and colours, 
would 
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would by no means relieve the trade from the difficulties it was. 
under. They then confirmed their former agreement, to fend | 
for no goods contrary thereto, unlels the revenue atts were f 
repealed. | ir 
Though the teflimony of the Pennfylvania affembly againft |, 
the refolves of parliament, and in favor of the Virginia refolves, | 
the repeal of all the revenue atts, anda redrefs of all grievances, | 
was wanting; yet the Philadelphia committee of merchants, | 
whofe character and influence 10 the prefent bufinefs weighed |/ 
more than that of the aflembly, failed not to exprefs their minds |, 
fuily to the committee in London, long after the circulatory letter }, 
was a matter of notoriety. ‘They thus wrote [November 2 Sap | 
«Though we are not favoured with an anfwer to our letter of : 
the eighth of April lait, yet as the liberty of America is at ne 2 
and the minds of the people here are much agitated, and as the || 
continuation of the unhappy difpute between the parliament and | 
the colonies must not only affect your and our intereft, but the ' 
general intereft and happinels of both countries, we think it-our |) 
duty to apply to you again, and earneftly requelt you would ule 
your beit endeavours with thofe in the adminiftration, to reftore |) 
tranquility, and re-eftablith the colonies in the enjoyment of their : 
ancient rights and privileges. We are very fenfible, that the |) 
profperity of the colonies depends upon their union and connec ! 
tion with Great-Britain. In this fentiment all the Americans | 
concur, yet they cannot bring themfelves to think, that for this 
reafon they ought to be divefted of liberty and property. Yee 
this muit be the cafe, if the parliament can make laws to bind the |, 
colonies in all cafes whatever—can levy taxes upon them with. | 
out thee content, difpote: of the, revenues thus raifed without , 
their control, multiply officers at pleafure, and aflion them fees | 
to be paid without, nay, contrary to and in dire€t violation ©} 
aéis of aflembiy ea pafled by the colonies and approved by 
the crown—can enlarge the powers of admiralty courts, divert | 
the ufual channels of juftice, deprive the colonifts of trials by a); 
jury of their countrymen, in fhort, break down the barriers | 
which their forefathers have erected againft arbitrary power, ai 
enforce their ediéts by fleets and armies. To fuch a fyftem_ Q 
government the Americans cannot tamely fubmit ; not from an, 
impatience of fubordination, a {pirit of independence, or wa it 
of loyalty to their king; forima quiet {ubmifiion to jull govern-; 
ment, in zeal, affection and attachment to their king, the people, 
of the colonies dare to vie with any of the beft of their fellow, 
fubjeéts ; but from an innate love of liberty and the ‘Brith, 
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“In our laft we intimated our fears, that the. miniftry were 
greatly abufed, and the people of America grotsly mifreprefented, 
by fome who did not wifh well either to Great-Britain or the 
colonies. - The letters of one of our American governors, (Ber- 
‘nard) and the memorials of a board lately erected among us, not 
to mention other documents laid before the public, evince that 
/our fears were but too well grounded. From thefe it is apparent, 
j that every fly art has been ufed to incenfe the miniftry againft the 

colonies ; every argument that malice could invent has been 
urged to induce them to overturn the ancient foundations of ii 
berty. Nay, to compals their bafe ends, they have declared in 
exprefs terms, and taken uncommon pains, to make the miniftry 
moclieve, that, “ there has been a long concerted and extenfive 
Wplan of refiftance to the authority of Great Britain in all’ the pro. 
nnces, and that a feizure made at Botton had haftened the peo- 
Me there to the commiffion of aétual violence fooner than was 
intended. 
In jullice to the province where we refide, and indeed to all 
America, we beg leave to aflure you, that fuch reprefentations 
we without any juft foundation, and that nothing can be a 
sreater deviation from truth. Though at the fame time we con. 
els, that the ends accomplifhed by thefe and fuch like infamous 
landers and vile arts, have given a general alarm, and caufed a 
iniverfal uneafinefs in the minds of the Americans. They now 
ee a rod of power held over their heads; they begin to feel the 
everities of acourt, that by its late enlarged jurifdiGion, is em- 

owered to break in upon the proceedings of the common law 
Ourts; and they have anxious fears for the exiftence of their 
flemblies, which they confider as their laf and only bulwark 
gaintt arbitrary power. For if, fay they, laws can be made, 
toney levied, government fupported, and juitice adminiftered, 
ithout the intervention of aflemblies, of what ufe can they be? 
‘bey are no effential member of the conftitution, And being 
felefs and uneflential, is there not reafon to fear they will 
uckly become difagreeable, and then be wholly laidafide? And 
hen that happens, what fecurity have we for freedom, or what 
‘mains for the colonifts, but the mo{t abje€t flavery ? 
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Thefe are not the reafonings of politicians ; but the fentiments 
id language of the péople in general. For with great truth we 
ay fay, in no country is the love of liberty more deeply rooted, 
the knowledge of the rights inherent to freemen, more gene- 
lly diffufed, and the principles of freedom and government 
‘tter underftcod than among the Britilh American colonies. 

“ For this reafon we think ourfelves obliged to inform you, 
at though the merchants ‘have contined their agreements to the 
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repeal of the a& laying a duty on tea, paper, glafs, &c. yet nosy | 
thing lefs than a repeal of all the revenue aéts, and putting things: | 
on the fame footing they were before the late innovations, can” 
or will fatisfy the minds of the people. ‘The ileets and armies: 
may overawe our towns ; admiralty courts and boards of com- } 
miffioners, with their fwarms of underlings may, by a rigorous” 
execution of fevere nnconfitutional a&ts, ruin our commerce,’ |! 
and render America of little ule to the people of Britain ; but } 
while every farmer isa frecholder, the fpirit of ‘liberty will pres’ 
vail, and every attempt to diveft them of the privileges of free- 
men muft be attended with confequences injurious to the colo- 
nies and the mother country. | oe |: 
In a matter of fo great importance you will excufe this free- | 
dom. We confider the merchants here and in England as the 
links of the chain that binds both countries together. They are | 
deeply concerned in preferving the union and conne@tion. What. | 
ever tends to alienate the affections of the colonifls, or to make |: 
them averfe to the cuftoms, falhions and manufactures of Bri-} 
tain, hurts their intereft.. While fome therefore, from ambi- 
tious views and finifter motives, are labouring to widen the breach, 
we whcle private intereft 1s happily connetted with the union, Or} 
which is the fame, with the peace and profperity of both coun 
tries, may be allowed to plead for an end to thefe unhappy dif! 
putes ; and that by a repeal of the offenfive atts, the caufe oft 
jealoufy and uneafinefs may be removed, tranquillity reftored,| 
harmony and mutual affe€tion re-eftablifhed, and trade return to! 
its ufual channel.” cm | 
The names of the committee on the back of the draft from: 
which the above has been occupied, were, Alexander Hufton; 
John Rhea, John Cox, ohn Gibfon, Fofeph Swrft, James Meaje' 
7G. M. Nefhit, William Weft, Robert Morris, ‘Charles Thom/fon: 
Daniel Benezet, William Fafher, ‘George Roberts, Samuel Howell) 
and Thomas Mifflin. ~ ee | 
The ftationing of troops in Bajton might afford greater perfon: 

al fecurity to the commiffioners than what they could otherwilé 
have enjoyed, and might snduce them or their underlings to 4 
ceed the bounds of their commiflon or of prudence, but coulc 
not preverlt fmuggling, or proteét informers from infult anc 
abufe. Even {kippers, bound to different parts of the colony! 
had their veffels ftopt and libelled for having uncleared articley 
of trifling confequence on board. Perfons who ventured to lodg: 
informations, when difcovered, were often fubjeét to a. treal 
ment, which gave them a ridiculous appearance, and laid ther, 
under a difficulty to clear themfelves of the drets impofed upo, 
them. They were ftripped, well tarred, and then core a 
eather" 
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feathers. The punifhment took fo with the lower clafs of peo- 
ple, that afterward it was not confined to informers, but was allo 
applied by them to others who offended their dréad majefly. 
There was a degree of intemperancé and indifcreetnefs on the 
part of the commuflioners and cultom-houfe officers, which tend 
ed to rrritate; whereas the utmott lenity and forbearance weré 
requifite in order to general tranquillity. Mr. Auot, at New- 
York, where {muggling was as prevalent as at Bolton, found it 
neceflary to wink at many irregularities that he might prevent 
difturbances and il] humor among the body of merchants. The 
Jcommiffioners expreffed their diflatisfa€tion, and wanted him to 
alter his line of conduft: he flated the cafe to a friend at home, 
and by his influence was fecured from fuch like direétions in fu- 
ture. They tranfmitted to Britain fuch repreféntations of Mr. 
04s, jan. as provoked him to infert a publication in the Bofton 
he which brought on an affray at the coffee-houle between, 
mand Mr, Rodnfon, one of the commiffioners, from the lat- 
er’s attempting to pull the other by the nofe, becaufe of fome 
xpreffions in the faid publication. Mr. Robinfon being in dan- 
ger of coming off with the wort, feveral of the company fell 
“oon Mr, Otis ; fome of whom held him while others ftruck 
im with canes or different weapons. A friend pafling along, 
obferved what was doing, prefled in and refcued Mr. Ons, 
hough he himfelf fuffered confiderably from the affailants. The 
noife foon drew multitudes about the houfe, when Mr. Robin. 
‘on and his aflociates prudently retreated by means of a back 
Hoor*, This procedure of the revenue officers (for no military 
pné was prefent) opened a large field of altercation, and mulu- 
phed quarrels, which were before too frequent between the king’s 
*fcers and the leaders of oppofition. | 
| Governor Bernard could carry nothing in the goverrimental 
jvay through the prefence of the troops, but was continually lo- 
jing ground, and growing more and more obnoxious to the in- 
vabitants ; fo that he was abufed in fcurrilous publications, for 
Which the Bofton gazette was notorious, They were craftily 
valeulated for the meridian where they firft appeared, and fuited 
he too levelling difpofition of the Bay-men; after the politici- 
ins had encouraged a f{pirit of licentioufnefs, in order to weaken 
he force of government, and countera€t the defigns carrying on 
gainft their liberties: but their want of decency offended many 
of the fons of liberty in the other colonies. Heavy threats were 


* Mr. Otis afterward profe-uted Mr..Robin‘on for the affault, and 
be law gave heavy damages again him; but Mr. Otis generoully for- 
save him upon an acknowledgment of the offence. , 
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alfo thrown out againft the governor's perfonal fafety. Of thefe 
however he was regardiels ; and being afked by a friend, how he 
could venture to walk about alone at lis country feat, only five 
tniles from the centre of Boiton, and whether he was not afraid, 
he anfwered, “ No, they are not 4 blood-thirfty people.” 

At length it was thought proper to recal_ him, as faid, to lay 
before his majelty the true itate of the province : this he fica H 
ed to the aflembly in the month of June. Beiore ithey were \ 
prorogued, they embraced the occafion for drawing up a petition 
to his majeity, in which, after complaints of him; they entreat- | 
ed'that he might be for ever removed from the government of | 
the province. When his letters, written home 1n confidence, | 
came to be expoled to public view, it would have argued great j 
weaknels to have continued him, unlels 1t was defigned to adopt | 
his plans, and lupport him by force at all adventures. Govyer-| 
nor Bernard was too open, and had too little command of his} 
temper 5 and fuffered his refentment to get the better of what! 
ought to have been his political judgment. Every governor) 
fhou'd diveft himfelf of relentment, efpecially in his public capaq. 
city, a8 his own happinefs, and that of the governed require ty. 

Men of fpirit may be drawn, when they will not be forced.s- | 
Sir Francis, inftead of aiming his cenfures at individuals, dirett " 
ed them againft whole bodies, Thus he charged the council with} 
ferviltty to the populace,. the pleafing of whom, he faid, was th | 
vule of their conduét ; and alfo both houfes of the general afl 
fembly exprefsly, in his {peeches, with oppugpation again ft et 
royal authority, declaring that they had left gentlemen out of th: 
council, only for their fidelity to the crown. Such charge, 


ftrengthened the hands of thofe whom he moft oppoled, by touch 
ing the honor of the whole. Had they been true, they fhoul. 


have been fupprefied, or mentioned only in private ; but thoug. 
the fubftance of them was ever true, when applied to individu: 
als, it might be otherwife when applied to the body, ihe majorit 
of whom might act upon different principles. Political leade: 
frequently throw out motives, by which to catch and conduét tt 
well-intentioned, differing trom thofe by which they themfely: 
are adtuated. Sir Francis did not poflefs thofe molhfying ar 
which the ferment of the times required 5 and was more Tea 
to ageravate diforders than to apologize for them. It was Gon, 
anon for him inhis official letters, to flite the oppofition a 
faGtion, even while he owned that it comprehended the major, 
of the aflembly. A parental governor svould have thrown | 
many hints to_have Jeffencd the difpleafure of perions in pow’ 
on account of offences committed at three thonfand miles ¢ 


janice, under an enthufiaftic attachment to the caule of Liber 
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at aperiod when divers outrages were perpetrated at home, by 

mobs iKyarious parts of the kingdom. He evidenced too great an 
- Gnchination to make the wortt of every thing ; and at times hear- 
kened to and tranfmitted the {lrangelt rumours. He was a prin- 
cipal inftrument in bringing the troops to Boflom It was a _fa- 
vorite meafure with him and the lieutenant governor, Jong before 
it was executed. While he profefled himfel£ a friend to the 
“province, he was endeavouring to undermine its conilitution, 
and to obtain an effential alteration in the charter, through an 
appointment of the council by the king, inftead of its continuing: 
in the eleétion of the general court, where the reprelentatives of 
the people neceffurily carried it, whenever they united, 

- Toward the end of June he-had the faireft opportunity of get- 
ting the troops removed from the Maffachufetts, but oppofed the 
meafure. General Gage defired general Mackay to confult 

with him concerning the necellity of continuing the troops at 
Bofton, and to procure his opinion in writing, whether his ma- 
jefly’s fervice required that troops fhould remain there any 
longer, and what number, whether one or two regiments. It 

- is impoffible to exprefs his furprife at the propolition. ‘The 
knowledge of it, fo far as it reached, occafioned a conflernation 
among the civil oflicers of governments, Its friends, and tne 
importers of goods from Great-Britain. Gage, in a letter, re- 
qnefted his opmion, and affured lium he fhouid not publith it, or 
Hake iknown on this fide the Auiantic. .. He immediately an- 
fwered, that he had no hefitation to declare his opinion, that it 
would be detrimental to his majefty’s fervice to remoye any of 
the two re; imenis remaining ; and that it would be quite ruinous 
to the caufe of the crown to draw all the troops out of Bolton : 
but that he was inclined to think, that a regiment in town, and” 
another at the caftle, might be futhcient. He had time enough 
in which to have ripened a plan with the court for the removal 
of the troops, to the joy of the country, and with fafety to the i 
civil officers and fupporters of government. But he too early, Mi * 
for his own peace and the happinefs of his government, deviated i¢ ; 
from the line of condu& marked aut for him by Lord Halitax, 

immediately after his appointment, when it was recommended 

to him to fee and converfe with governor Pownall, of whom 

his lordfhip wrote in the fame letter, * It is impotfible to puriue 

a better plan of government than what he diretted himfelf by.” 

However, his conduét was fo agreeable to the. miniltry, that a 

title was fecured him. He was created a baronet, March the, 

twentieth, 1769; and his majeity took upon himfelf the whole 

expence of pailing the patent, which addeé greatly to the honor 

done him, as it was a favour feldom or ever betore granted. Sir 

y oF raneig, 
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Francis, during his eleven years refidence in America, made very |: 
little advance in his-eftate. The Botton fons of liberty had |) 
great advantages againft him, from the early intelligence procur- 
ed by the fuppofed author of Junius Americanus, anc forwarded 
for fafety under an unfufpeéted coarfe paper cover, to Mr. Tho- 
mas Bromfield, glover, at Boflon. Sir Francis was aftonifhed 
to find, that the contents of his letters from miniftry were known | 
by them as foon as by himielf, When he embarked from the | 
cafile on board the Rippon man of war for Great-Britain, Au- | 
guft the fir, few lamented lis departure. Even his friend, the 
lieutenant governor, Mr. Hutchinfon, regretted not his_recal ; 
by it he gained an opening for f{ueceeding to the chair, to which he |. 
had been long looking, and was in hopes of being advanced. 
Bofton and New-York entered-into the non-importation 
agreement fo early as Auguilt the preceding year: betore the |. 
prefent was out they began to be embarrafled, and numbers |) 
grew weary of their engagement. Advantage was taken of thele: | 
circumftances. The Britifh officers, either of their own thought, or } 
through hints from home, offered merchants the hberty of hav+ 
ing their goods diretied to them as though intended for the ar 
my ; and many were got in under that cover, efpecially at New- | 
York. Several perfons imported into Botton and fold freely, } 
without its being particularly noticed, while a few only. were | 
called to an account and expofed in the newfpapers. This oc- | 
cafionedan alarm ; and the people affembled at Faneuil-hall| Jan, | 
23, 1770.| in confequence of a notification, upon the bufinefs » 
of preventing the non-importation agreements being rendered | 


Mr. Theophilus Lille, obferving the grofs partiality which pre. ) 
-vailed in fuftering fome to fell, while a few others were proferib. ‘ 
ed, determined upon felling his goods alfo. To point hin out 

as inimical to the agreement, and a perfon whofe {hop was to be | 
_ fhunned, a piece of pageantry was placed before the door. Mr.) 
Richardjon, attempting to remove it was driven into his houfe by « 
a number of boys, and there attacked by flones through the win, : 
dows. Provoked, rather than endangered by the allault, he fired : 
and killed €hriflopher Snider, | Feb. 22.|a lad of eleven years old, ° 
who was recorded in the public prints as the firft martyr to the ' 
noble caufe of liberty. Vhe boy was buried with the greateft re- | 
fpe€ imaginable, according to the cuftom of the country; and | 
fach was the numberof people following the corpfe, that the foot ' 
proceffion extended a full quarter of a mile. ‘Phe event tended 
rather to promote than injure the non-importation agreement, | 
Boys, {mall and great, and undoubtedly men, had been and were | 
if encouraged, and well paid by certain leaders, to. infult and intr. 

} | midate: 
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\midate thofe who had avowedly counteraéted the combination, 
Jand ftill perfevered. The lieutenant governor in April, attempt- 

ed prevailing upon a merchant of the firft eftate and Character, 
| # promote an aifociation, in oppofition to the non-importation 
agreement, but to no purpofe; and received for anfwer, “ Until 
parliament makes provifion for the punifhment of the confedera- 
‘Jcies, all will be ineffe€tual, andthe affociates will be expofed to 
popular rage.” Another meeting was called to determine whe- 
ther the goods already arrived and thofe expetted, fhould be fent 
yack to Britain. A gentleman having received a letter from a 
nember of parliament, in which it was faid, that thipping back 
to,oool. of goods will do more than ftoring 100,000l.\and the 
ame being communicated, the fcale, when upon a balance, was 
urned, and all the importers belonging to the town fubmitted to 
end their goods back; and in May many were re-fhipped on 
board captain Scott. The leaders gave out that it was done vo- 
untarily: and yet the major part of the merchants wifhed to fee 
he trade free from reftraint ; but having in the height of their 
)yeal, called in the populace as their fervants to intimidate thofe 
vho refufed to join in the combination, they were now forced to. 
ubmit to them as their mafters, under the influence of a few of 
jhe merchants, who {till adhered to their firft plan. Several of 
jhe laft importers begged with tears, that they might be allowed 
o houfe their goods, but it was not granted. One who had been 
retty fturdy, had a committee of tradefmen fent him, with an 
X-Man, a carpenter, at their head, who told him that there were 

1000 men waiting for his anfwer, and if he did not comply, 
jere was no faying what would be the confequences. ‘Lhe 
‘rength of the argument prevailed ; and a day or two after the 
aperspublifhed that he complied voluntarily. The Boftonians 


ecaufe of their duplicity, and breaking through the non-impor- 
ation agreement. The next month Hartford followed the ex- 
jmple of Botton. . But about the fame time, the New- Yorkers, 
y dexterous management,, were, brought to agree to import-— 
every thing, except fuch articles as are, or may hereafter be, 
abjeét to duty for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in America.” 
rovernment gained a party in the committee of merchants, who 
sok advantage of the charges brought again{t Bofton of import. 
ig large quantities of goods; and Mr. Hancock was complained 
f for fuffering’ them to be brought in his veiflels. Byethefe 
ans they prepared the minds of the people for the execution 
tthe plan they had concerted. They did not call a meeting of 
sje citizens, in which the vote ‘of the populace, procured by the 
rts of individuals, night prevail; but went through the feveral 

3 . wards 


ioreover refolved to leave off all trade with the Newport people, | 
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wards, and took the fenfe of the principal inhabitants feparately, 


when it appeared that the majority were fot importing. Upon |}. 
the receipt of letters from Philadelphia and Botton, the fenfe of | 
the inhabitants was, again taken, and turned out as before. They } 
were feverely cenfured by the Philadelphians for their defettion, |' 
and by others glfo. ‘The letter of the committee to the merchants | ! 
at Botton, informing them what agreement they had adopted, |) 
was contemptuoutly torn to pieces. When thofe Yorkers, who |: 
were in the intereit of government, began to concert their plan, |, 
they refied on affarances of what would be done in parliament, | 
and knew not, for certain, that the duties on glals, paper, and | 
colours, had been taken off; but the news of the obnoxious att|, 
being fo far repealed, reached the continent before they had fully}, 


perfetted the pufinefs on the tenth of July *.. 


The New- Yorkers were 1n general faithful, while their non- 


importation agreement lafted ; more fo, it was thought, than 
Boftonians. ‘Theie fuffered much in their reputation among 


fons of liberty at New-York and Philadelphia, for the large quan4: 
tities of goods found by fome of the newlpaper publications, to 
have been imported nto Bofton. Some of the inhabitants we 


defirous of rolling away much of the réproach, by pointing 


that a confiderable part of the goods charged to the-fcore of Boft 
ton, belonged to Salem, Marbichead, and other ports ; but wher 


the non-importation agreements were ended, it was omitted, 
thus they continued to le under greater difgrace than really 
longed to them. While the New-York plan was carrying 


a trial was made by about a dozen perfons, to frighten the g 


tlemen who were inclined to import from fo doing, but it fai 
d been fecured. 


might alfo mean to ufe it in fome 

poles than could be then fathomed. 

ginning of the feflion to bring «n a bil 

tions ; but the violence of party was fu 

times would not adenit tate. Lule flrong oppo 


minifterial meafures at home, was certainly helpful to the cati 
of the colonies, and encouraged them to g° thofe lengths whi 
they would otherwife have icarce ventured upon. ‘This hoi 


ever was not to be charged to the anti-minifterialtits, as an 
for which they were aniwerable. Let minifters attempt at 


; * 
* The date of the committee’s letter to the Philadelph ans, after tak 


the fende of the inhabitants a fecvnd time. 
, ~ 
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time, to make unjuflifiable inroads upon the liberties of Britith 
fubjetts, their opponents are bound in duty, as the guardians of the 
public, to ufe all warrantable efforts to difconcert them ; and the 
Iifchief which follows is to. be placed to the account of thofe 
who render the oppofition a neceifary mealure. , 
| The news of a partial repeal did not fatisty the colonifts. But 
hey attempted in vain to keep up the non-importation agree- 
ment after the defettion of New-York. The Bofton merchants 
at length, in a meeting held at the coffee-houfe in Oétober, una- 
nimoufly voted to alter it, and adopt the fame pian of import- 
ing with that of the New Yorkers. It appeared to be the fenfe 
lof the one and the other, and alfo of the Philadelphians, that no 
tea fhould be imported; and that if any was brought into the 
feveral ports, it {hould be fmuggled to avoid paying the duty. 
The Virginia houfe of burgefics, 1n a petition to his majelly, 
expreffed their exceeding great concern and deep affliction upon 
finding that the feveral atts impofing duties, for the purpofe of 
raifing a revenue in America, were continued ; and faid, * A 
@ partial fufpenfion of duties, and thefe fuch only as were impofed 
‘upon Britifh manufaftures, cannot remove the too well grounded 
fears and apprehenfions of your majefty’s fubjefis, whilft impo- 
{itions are continucd on the fame articles of foreign fabric, and 
entirely retained upon tea for the avowed purpofe of eflablifhing 
(2 precedent againft us.” ‘The preient year was marked by a dif- 
ferent {cene of blood than what offered in Febrvary, which could 
not be introduced in the order of time, without breaking the 
9 thread of the preceding narration. 
} = Outrages had been committed by the foldiers ; and frequent 
§ quarrels had happened between them and the inhabitants of Bol- 
ton, who viewed the military as come to dragoon them into 
obedience to ftatutes, inftruétions and mandates, that were tho- 
J roughly detefted. Lach day gave rife to new occurrences which 
augmented the animofity. Reciprocal infults foured the tem- 
pers, and mutual injuries imbittered the paffions of the oppofite 
parties. Befide, fome fiery {pirits, who refented the indignity of hav- 
ing foldiers quartered among them, were continually exciting the 
towns people to quarrel with the troops. Not only fo,but a pom- _ 
pous new!paper account ofavictory obtained by the inhabitants of 
New-York over the foldiers there, in an affray undoubtedly 
excited the refentment of the military at Bofton, and exultations 
among their opponents, and thus increafed the ferment. Every 
thing tended toa crifis; and it 1s rather wonderful that it did not 
-exift fooner, when fo marty circumitances united to haften its 
J approach. The lieutenant governor did not attend to thofe 
taings properly ; and was not {ufficiently careful to prevent con- 
7 fequences, 
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fequences, by ftrongly urging the officers to keep their men in | 
the barracks as much as pollible, and to maintain the ftriéteft | 
difcipline. He was defirous of recommending himfelf both to | 
thom and the commiffioners, and therefore was very cautious 
left he fhould offendeither. - 
At length a private of the twenty-ninth regiment, paffing 
along in the morning [ Mar. 2.| near Mr. John Gray’s rope 
walk, being provoked by infulting words, relented it; and being 
overpowered, went off, but foon returned with a dozen foldiers 
between whom and the rope-makers an affray enfued, which ter. |, 
minated in the defeat of the former; who in the afternoon, arm- |, 
éd themfelves with clubs, and were on their way to renew the | 
action, but were ftopped. On this many of the towns people |, 
were fo enraged, that they determined upon fighting it out with |, 
the foldiers on the Monday. The Rev. Dr. Evot was told of | 
the determination on.the Saturday ; and was alfo informed, that |) 
the bells were to be rung to allemble the inhabitants together; fo |, 
‘that when on the Monday evening he heard them ring, he was |) 
not alarmed with an apprehenfion of its being on account of a 
fire’s breaking out in the town, which is generally the cafe *.— 
It does not appear that any militia were called in before the firs | 
ing upon the people, or that any regular plan was formed for | 
compelling the troops to move from the town: it is abfurd to 
think, on the other hand, that there was a fettled plot for em: , 
ploying the foldiers to maflacre the inhabitants. But from the), 
charaéters, principles and politics of certain perfons among the . 
leaders of the oppofition, it may be feared, that they had no obs) 
jeftion to a rencounter, that by occafioning the death of a few, | 
might eventually clear the place of the two regiments. That , 
fome defign was on foot, which might be attended with danger | 
in the execution, may be gathered from lieutenant colonel Mar-. 
fhall’s faying, when giving evidence for the crown—* ‘The bells , 
were ringing, aud the people began to colle&t as they do at the ' 
cry of fire, and I began to think it was fire. I had a mind te; 
go out, but Thad a reluCtance, becaufe I had been warned not te 
* go out that.night;” meaning in which the men were fhot rT. 
[Mar. 5.| Between feven and eight o’clock at night, unufu-, 
al‘numbers are met coming from the fouth end of the town with. 
flicks in their hands, and ferious confequences are apprehended. 
from it. . About the fame time, parties amounting in the whole. 
to near two hundred, feveral with great {ticks or clubs, proceed. 
from the north end, fome of whom fay, ‘ let us go to the fouth 


% The Do&or’saccount tome, when difeourfing wpon what is called) 
the mafiacre. . | ge 
+ The trial of the feldiers, p. 52. 
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end and join our friends there, and attack the damned {coundrels 
and drive them out of the town ; they have no bufinefs here.”-— 
1 More people than common, with large flicks, are obferved run- 
ning from all quarters toward King-ilreet. The north end par- 
§ ties collect in and about Dock-fquare; and attack feveral foldiers 
belonging to Murray’s barracks about nine o’clock: upon an of- 
|fcer’scoming up, thefe are ordered to their barracks, and when 
got in, with much difficulty, are immediately confined. The 
mob follow the officer to the gate, and provoke the foldiers by 
the moit abufive language, and dare them to come out. They 
are hardly reftrained by their officers from doing it. While 
thefe things are tranfatting, fome are calling town-barn turn out, 
twenty or thirty times over; others cry jire, fire, in different 
places, the more effectually to draw people out of their houfes, 
and to increafe their numbers; and foon after the nine o’clock 
bell has ceafed, the bells are fet a ringing, which thofe who are 
not better informed, imagine to be the alarm of fire. 

Upon the foldiers being reftrained to the barracks, the mob 
Hare defired by one or more confiderate perfons, to return home. 
1A few comply, but the generality have fomething further to en- 
Mgage their attention. Numbers employ themfelves in tearing up 
the ftalls of the market-place in Dock-fquare, for the purpole 
they exprefs while caliing out, “* Damn the dogs, where are they 
goow ? Let us go and kill that damned fcoundrel of a. fentry, and 
qthen attack the main-guard.” The body of the mob when they 
Qbave finilhed their repeated attacks upon the barracks, are addref- 
Wed in the ftreet by a tall large man in ared cloak and white Wig. 
After liftening to what he has to offer ia the {pace of three or 
four minutes, they huzza for the main-guard, and fay, “* We 
rill do for the foldiers.”’ They feparate into three divifions, and 
Bake different routs for King-tireet, one througn the main-fireet, 
party, who have collefted at Oliver’s-dock, bend their courfe 
oward the fame point. In the mean time, the fentry before the 
cuftom-houfe is affaulted while upon duty. A boy comes up, 
Jand pointing to him, fays, “ There is the fon of a bitch that 
knocked me down.” About twenty young fellows, eighteen 
years old, call out, “ kit him, kill him, knock him down.” 
Uheir behaviour obliges him to load his gun. They- pelt him 
with {now-balls, pieces of ice, and any thing that offers, and halloo 
‘ fire and be damned.” They advance upon him ; oblige him to 
eireat ; he mounts the fteps, and knocks at the door for admiffi- 
on. Meeting with no relief in this way, more perfons colleét- 
gin the ftreet, and his danger merealing, he calls out to the 
| wid Sona within hearing, for proteftion. Captain Prefton, 
he.officer of the day, being told that the ringing. of the bells is 
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the fignal for affembling the inhabitants to attack the troops, re- 
sairsto the main-guard ; and learning the fituation of the fentry, 
fends off a corporal and fix men to protect both him and the 
king’s chet in the cuftom-houfe. The foldiers march off with 
their pieces nnloaded, and the captain follows to prevent difor- 
der. Ere they have formed, that part of the mob, which comes 
through the main-{treet, and appears to be headed by the mulatto 
Attucks, andto contain a number of failors, upon coming to the 
town-houfe, exclaim—‘t Damn the rafcals, this will never do ; the 
readieft way to get rid of thofe people, ts to attack the main-guard, 
frike at the root, this is the neft.” The foldiers are pelted while. | 
going to defend their comrade ; and, when upon their ftation, are |’ 
ferved as was the fingle fentry, have {now-balls, large pieces ©: 
ice, flicks, and other things thrown at them, and are obliged to | 
toad for their own fafety. The reproachful language with which | 
they are abufed, exclufive of a plenty of oaths and execrations, | 
is, ‘‘ Come on you rafcals, you lobfter {coundrels, you bloody- } 
backs, you cowards, you daitards for bringing arms againft naked 
men; fire if you dare; fire and be damned, we know you dare / 
not,” and much more to the fame purpofle. he reafon for fay- f 
ing, ‘* you dare not fire,” is probably to be found in the do€trine | 
lately advanced, “‘ that foldiers, while on duty, may upon ney 
occafion whatever fire upon their fellow fubjetts, without the or- | 
der of a civil magifirate.” The mob prefs in upon the foldiers ; 
advance to the points of the bayonets ; are defired to keep off; 
and are treated with cautious attention. This may be owing to’ 
apprehenfions of danger to themfelves in cafe of a contrary con." 
du&. The fhouts, huzzas, threats, fcreams, and almoit yells of | 
the mob, with the ringing of the bells to increafe the general con-’ 
fofion, may juftly alarm them; but their precaution foon avails’ 
nothing. While they are pufhing off the people, without once! 
leaving their flation or attempting to follow them, the mulatto,’ 
and about a dozen perfons, feveral in failors habits, come down’ 
to the fpot, give three cheers, furround the foldiers, and ftrike' 
their guns with clubs, crying out to the others, ‘‘ Donot be afraid: 
of them, they dare not fire ; kill them, kill them; knock them 
over.” The mulatto aims a blow at captain Preiton, ftirikes down’ 
one of the guns, feizes the bayonet with his left hand, and fhows 
a hardy difpofition anfwering to the threats which have been ut-' 
tered. At this inftant, there is a confufed cry of “damn your 
bloods, why don’t you fire,” and partly from perfons behind the 
captain. Firing fucceeds. Montgomery, whom the mulatto ha’ 
aflaulted, after recovering’ his legs, and relieving his gun by 4 
fudden twitch, is the firft that fires, and his affailant falls. Aite® 
fix or eight feconds, another fires, the other five follow in quic!! 
fucceffion 
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fucceffion. It is erat, that ey {even out of the eight foldi- 
ers difcharge their pieces, and that no one fires twice. Three 
perfons are “killed 1; five are vet ry dangeroully y wounded, and a few 
flighty. Mot: are either pall engers going through the ilreet, or 
‘unallifting £ {pettators. It 1s well that no more are kill led, conti- 
dering that there were from fiity toa hundred about the 4 HO 
| They ran off at the em but foon affemble again to take away 
the dead and wounded. 

The whole town is tmmediately in the greateft commotion, 
Their drums beat to arms, and there is a conitant calling out ‘to 
arms, to arms, turn out with your guns.” The town{men al- 
femble in the next-{treet, to the amount of fome thoufands. ‘The 
lieutenant-governor repairs to captain Pre/fon, and upon coraing 
up, afks him, “‘ how came you to fire upon the people without the 
orders of a civil magiftrate >” The captain begins to < apol oging 
for what had happened, by faying, “ we were visfulted ;” and i 
about adding more, but recolleciing the impropr ety of the se 
{tops {hort, and afks Mr. Hutchinfon to walk up into the guard 
room, i ycind he means to fintth what he has begun ; but the lieu- 
tenant-governor goes to the council chamber. ‘The captain’s words 
are obferved by fome gentlemen, who atiend Mr. Aon 
jand are confidered a s conceding to the implied charge of havin 

iven direction to ‘hie - and are remembered to his dil. advantage. 

a Hutchinfon cannot avoid expofing himfelf in the midf of 
the enraged inhabitants, upon whom he prevails to diiperte til 
morning. It having been a clear moon light night, perions have 
een enabled to diftinguifh what pafled. 

[March 6.| “The next morning the people colleét in vaft bo. 
dies. ‘The lieutenant-governor fummonsa council. Before any 
debate commences, lieutenant-colanel Dalrymple, and Jieutena nt- 
colonel Carr attend, being mformed, that they may if they will, 
The town meets in full aflembly, and choofe a committee, who, 
while the bufinefs is largely difcufling i in council, wait upon the 
lheutenant- governor Ak deliver him a meffage, near ring, ‘* It is 
the unanimous opinion of the meeting, that aa ing can ration- 

ally be expected to reflore the peace of the town, and, prev vent 
blood and carnage, but the immediate removal i the troops.” 
Colonel Dalrymple fignifes to Mr, Hutchinfon, his readinefs ta 
place the 29th regiment, which has rendered itfelf in a {pecial 
manner BrnGxious, in the barracks at the cafile. 

Inthe Rtariodt. the lleutenant- governor rec eives another mef- 
fage, acquainting him, that it is the opinion of the meeting, con. ‘ 
fitting of near three tetstand people, that nothing but.a total and 
immediate removal of the troops will fatisfy. Mr. Samuel Adains, 
ene of the committee, in his venerable grey locks, and with hands 
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trembling under a nervous complaint, tells colonel Dalrymple, 
“Tf you can remove the goth regiment, you can alfo remove the 
14th; and it is at your peril if you do not ae and continues talk. 
ing to him, m fuch a refolute tone, and with fuch flrong im- 
plications, as nearly to communicate the trembling to the co- 
lonel. Mr. Hutchinfon wifhes to get clear of the council, but 
finds it impoflible ; and therefore lays the matter before them. 
Several declare théir apprehenfions of more bloodfhed, unlefs |: 
the troops are removed. Mr. Royal Tyler in his zeal for effect- | 
ing it, fays to him, “It isnot fuch people as formerly pulled |: 
down your houfe, who conduét the prefent meatures. No ; they }} 
are péople of the beft charaéters among us, men of eflates, men }/ 
of religion. They have formed their plan for removing the troops |’ 
out of town; and itis impoflible they fhould remain in it. The | 
people will come in from the neighbouring towns ; there wil be |) 
ten thoufand men to effeét the removal of the troops, who will pros | 
bably be deitroyed by the people, be it called rebellion, or occafion ! 
the lofs of our charter, or be the confequence. what it may.” When'|| 
Mr. Tyler faid, they have formed ther plan, it was not to be un-! 
derftood, that the plan was formed prior, but fubfequent to the! 
bloodfhed of the preceding evening. His reprefentations might ’ 
be aggravated: even when there is not a natural caft for hyper- 
bole, perfons inflated by pation, will imperce tibly have a re-" 
courfe to the figure. Mr. Hutchinfon. tells the council, “ No- 
thing fhall ever induce me to order the troops out of town.” They, * 
upon that, unanimouily advife him to requeft colonel Dalrym-' 
ple to order them to the caftle. To the colonel he fays, “F)| 
have nothing to do with it, it ies wholly with you.”* While they ! 
are prefling him, the people are informed, that the colonel is rea-’ 
dy to rernove the regiments, if the lieutenant-governor will only | 
join in defiring it, He inclines to ftand out, and to leave it wih 
the colonel and council to fettle, as they can agree about the ba-’ 
finefs. He deliberates till near night, dreading left any one mea- 
fare he may adopt, fhall leffen him in the opinion of the miniftry’ 
and endanger his advancement. At length the fecretary, Mr." 

iver, perceiying how artfully matters are managed, whifpers 
him in the ear, “ You muff either comply or determine to leave'| 
the province.” This prevails; he complies with the advice of 
the council; and the general ferment begins to fubfide. The' 
troops however, are not removed fo early as is expeCted by the’ 
iown ; they continue til] the next Monday ; and upon the colo- 
nel’s being afked the reafon, he mentions that it lies at the 
door of the leutenant-governor, who fhuffles with the colonel) 


jn hope that lome occurrence will exifl, which may exempt him, 
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from being charged with occafioning the removal of the troops b 
the interpofition of his advice. 


} > Mean while captain Prefton and his party are committed to 
| jail. One of the wounded men dies. It is determined to bury 


| 


| ordered to toll in the moft doleful tone. The corpies form a. 


| the four perfons* in one vault, and in a peculiarly refpeéttul 


ee [March 8.] The generality of the fhops im town are 


fhut. All the bells of Bofton, Charleftown, and Roxbury, are 


| | junttion in King-flreet, where they fell when the foldiers fired. 
| Hence they proceed in orderly fucceffion through the main 


fireet, followed by an immenfe concourfe of people, fo numer- 
ous as to be obliged to go in ranks of fix a-breaft, and the whole 
clofed by a long train of carriages belonging to the principal 
gentry of the town. Thus are they. diftinguithed and honorably 
attended to the place of interment, with unparalleled pomp, not 
onaccount of perfonal merit, but to exprefs the vehement indig- 
nation of the inhabitants again{t the flaughter of their brethren, 
by the Britith foldiery quartered among them, in violation, 
as they imagine, of their civil liberties, , 
[October 24.] Captain Prefton’s trial begins. Meffrs. John 


Adams and Jofiah Quincy are his council. ‘They are warm in 


j the caufe of liberty, and offend feveral of their own party by un- 
|| dertaking the defence of the prifoner ; but faithfully employ 


their diftinouithed abilities in his behalf. The trial does notefi- 


}) nuh till the thirtieth. While carrying on, Mr. Quincy pufhes 


|| the examination and crofs-examination of the witnefles to fuch 


an extent, that Mr. Adams, in order to check it, is obliged to 
tell him, that if he will not defift, he fhall decline having any 
thing further to do in the caufe. The captain and his friends 
are alarmed, and confult about engaging another counfellor 


* 
2 


verdict from an impartial jury ; and only feels for the honor. of 
the town, which he apprehends will fuffer yet more, if the wit- 


‘nefles are examined too clofely and particularly, and by that 


méan more truth be drawn from therm than what has an immedi- 
ate connection with the foldiers hring, by or without the orders 
of the captain. When the trial is ending, Judge Lynde, toward 


the clofe of his fpeech fays, “* Happy i ami to find, after fich 
| friét examination, the conduét of the prifoner appears in fo fair 


alight ; yet I feel myfelf deeply affecied, that this affair turns out 
fo much to the difgrace of every perion concerned againfi him, 


*Samuel Gray, Samuel Maverick, James Caldwel!, and Crifprs 
Attucks, Samuel Gray wasa journeyman, and wronugat in the rept- 
walks belonging te Mr, John Gray tLe repe-maker. : 


and 


but Mr. Adams has no intention of abandoning his client. He — 
\ RN : rations ¥ R 
is fenfible that there is fufficient evidence to obtain a favorable 
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and fo much to the fhame of the town in general.” The jury }) 
returned their verdi€t—Not guilty. ~~ | 
[Nov. 27.| On Tuefday commences the trial of William } 
Wemms, James Hartegan, William M‘Cauley, Hugh Vhite, | 
Matthew Killroy, William Warren, John Carrol, and Hugh | 
Montgomery, foldiers in the ggth regiment, for the murder of fj 
Criipus Attucks, Samuel Gray, Samuel Maverick, James Cald- 
well, and Patrick Carr, the lait of whom did not die till ten days 
after he was wounded. The foldiers have the fame counfel that 
was engaged for their captain. ‘The trial is continued from day } 
to day, Sunday excepted, till Wednefday December the fifth, [i 
Attempts were made to prejudice the people again{t the prifon- } 
in a certain weekly paper the day be- | 


ers, one efpecially 1 
fore the trial began. The publication included an infult on the 


fupréme court, and exprefled the greateft malignity of heart.— 
To counteraét the baneful effets of all, fuch proceedings, Mr. 
Quincy, in his addrefs to the jultices and jury, obferves—* We i 
mutt fteel ourfelves againit paflions, which contaminate the 4 
fountain of juftice. Let it be borne deep upon our minds, that ii 
the prifoners are to be condemned by the evidence here in couré | 

m, and by nothing elfe. Matters heard or | 
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roduced againtl the | 
{cn abroad, are to have no weight 5 1n general they undermine i 


the pulars of jutlice and truth. As though @ feries of ex parte 
evidence was not enough, all the colours of the canvafs have i 
been touched in order to frefhen the wounds, and by a tran{port : 
of imagination we are made prefent at the'fcene of aétion. The \ 
rints exhibited in our houfes, have added wings to fancy, and | 
in the fervor of our zeal, reafon is in hazard of being lofi) They 
pomp of funeral, the horrors of death have been fo delineated, 
as to give a {pring to our ideas, and infpire a glow incompatible 
with found, deliberate judgment. In this fituation, every pal-; 
fon has alternately been predominant. They have each in tunity 
fubfided in degree, and they have fometimes given place to de- i 
fpondence, grief, and forrow. How careful fhould we be, that ; 
we do not miftake the impreffions of gloom and melancholy, for i 
the di@ates of reafon and truth |! How careful left borne away } 
by a torrent of paflion, we make fhipwreck of confcience ! 4 
“ Many things yet exift {ufficient to keep alive the glow of | 
indignation. I have aimed at fecuring you againtt the catching 
flame. I have endeavoured to difcharge my duty 19 this refpeét. | 
What fuccefs will follow thefe endeavours, depends on you, | 
entlemen. if being told of your danger, will not produce cau- \ 
tion, nothing will. Tf you are determined in opion, it 1S in 
vain to fay more; but if you are zealous enquirers after the i 
truth; if you are willing ‘to hear with imparuality, to examine: 
Que | 
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and judge for yourfelves, enough has been faid to apprize you of 
thofe avenues, at which the enemtes of truth and jultice are moft 
|) likely to enter, and moft eafily to befet you.” 

When the evidence in favor of the prifoners is finifhed, Mr. 
‘Quincy refumes his addrefs.—‘* I flated to you, gentlemen, your , 
duty in opening this caufe. I pointed out the dangers to which | 
you were expofed. How much need was there, that you fhould 
fufpend your judgment till the witnefles were all examined !— 
How different 1s the complexion of the caufe ? Will notall this 
ferve to {how every hone{t man the little truth to be attained in 
partial hearings? This tral ought to have another effed, it 
fhould ferve to convince usall of the impropriety, nay, injuftice, 
of giving a latitude in converfation upon topics likely to come 
under a judicial decifion ; the criminality of this conduét is cer- 
tainly inhanced, when fuch loofe fallies and difcourfes are fo 
prevalent as to be likely to touch the life of a citizen. In the 
prefent cafe, how great was the prepofleffion againit us! and I 
appeal to you, gentlemen, as to what caufe there now 1s to alter 
our fentiments.”’ 

In the courfe of pleading, he is under a neceffity of faying,— 
“ And here, gentlemen, I muit firft tell you by what law the 
jprifoners are not to be tried or condemned. And they mof 
certainly are not to be tried by the Mo/aic law: a law we take it, 
efpecially defigned for the government of a peculiar nation, who- 
being in a great meafure under a theocratical form of govern- 
ment, its inflitutions cannot, with any propriety, be adduced 
for our regulation in thefe days. It is with pain therefore, I 
have obferved any endeavour to miflead our judgment on this 
occafion, by drawing our attention to the precepts delivered in 
the days of Mofes : and by difconnefted paflages of {cripture, 
applled in a manner foreign to their original defign or import, 
there feems to have been an attempt to touch fome peculiar fen- 
‘tments, which we know are thought to be prevalent; and in 
this way we take it, an injury is like to be done, by giving the 
mind a bias it ought never to have received, becaufe it is not 
warranted by our laws.” 

“ We have heard it publicly faid of late, oftener than former- 
ly, Whofoever fheddeth man’s blood, by man fhall his blood be fhed. 
This is plainly, gentlemen, a general rule, which like all others 
of the kind muft have its exceptions—a ‘rule, which if taken in 
its ftridt literal latitude, would imply, that a man killing another 
in felf-defence, would incur the pains of death—a dottrine that 
eertainly never prevailed under the Mo/aical inftitution ; for we 
find the Few, had their fix cities of refuge, to which the man- 
Mayer might flee from the avenger of blood.” Let it be obferved, 

en 
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en paffant, that 1t was ordained that the man-flayer fhould abide 
in the city of refuge till the death of the high prieft, fo. every 
perfon to efcape fuch confinement and reftraint, would be ex- 
tremely careful left he fhould prove the cafual occafion of ano- 
‘ther’s death ; and would not venture upon gratifying a fettled 
! or {udden evil difpofition, by needlefsly flaying a fellow creature, 
becaufe it would pafs for chance-medley. But to go on in com. } 
pany with Mr. Quincy. “ And fo, that the MURDERER fhall | 
flee to the pit, comes under the fame confideration. And when 
re hear it afked, as it very lately has been,” Who DARE flay ], 
him ? “I anfwer, if the laws of our country flay him you ought } 
to do likewife ; and every good fubje€t dares to do what the 
law allows. But the very polition is 0¢ ging the guefiion; for | 
the queftion now in iffue 1s, whether either of the prifoners is |; 
a murderer in the fenfe of our laws: what is murder and what | 
not, 1s a queflion of law arifing upon fatts fated and allowed.” 
« Again, you fhall take no {atisfa€tion for the life of a murs | 

derer, who is guilty of death.” Here again is a begging the que- 
flion; and moreover the words guilty of death, if rightly confi |; 
dered, muft be one of thofe general rules which always have }; 
their exceptions. But in the margin of our great bible, we find |) 
them rendered faulty to die. Againit a pofition of this kind we |j 
have no objeflion. If we have committed a faz#, on which} 
our laws infliG the punifhment of death, we mutt fuffer. But} 

what fault we have committed, you are to inquire; or rather 
you, gentlemen, are to find the facts proved in court againjt us, ; 
and the judges are to fee and confider what the law pronounces), 
touching our offence, and what pumihment is thereby inflicted), 
as a penalty.” | 
Mr, John Adams, in his pleadings, produces from the beft au-|/ 
thorities, thofe rules of law. which muft govern all cafes of homi- 
cide, and particularly that which is before the court; and then, 
confiders the evidence to fee whether any thing has occurred. that’ 
may be compared to the rules of law. He enters into a minute; 
confideration of every witnefs produced on the crown fide; andy 
endeavours to fhow from the evidence on that fide, that the af. | 
fault upon the party was fufhiciently dangerous to jufiify the, 
prifoners ; at leaft, that it was fufficiently provoking to reduce) 
to manflaughter the crime even of the two, who are fuppofed) 
to be proved guilty of having killed. He then proceeds to conii-) 
der the teftimonies of the witneffes for the prifoners; and con-) 
| | cludes with—‘ I will enlarge no more on the evidence, but fub-) 
oo oe aie mit to you, gentlemen.—Fatis are {tubborn things; and what- 
pee aM Si ever may be our wifhes, our inclinations, or the diGtates of our’ 
paffions, they cannot alter the flate of fa&ts.and evidence; non 
15) 


: 
| 
i 
; 
| 
} 
{ 
: 
; 


Wess 
3 | 
j Huse 
, 
ei 
i 
& 
; 
4 
; 
‘ 

, 


ii 

a 
it 
, 


d.D.1770.] AMERICAN REVOLUTION, x09 


is the law lefs ftable than the fact. If an /aflault was made to 
||) endanger their lives, the law is clear, they had a right to kill in 
their own defence. If it was not fo fevere as to endanger their 
lives, yet if they were aflaulted at all, {truck and abufed by blows 
of any fort, by f{now-balls, oyfter-fhells, cinders, clubs or flicks 
of any kind; this was a provocation, for which the law reduces 
Jihe offence of killing, down to manflaughter, in confideration 
of thofe paflions in. our nature, whigh cannot be eradicated.— 
To your candor and juitice I fubmit the prifoners and 
their caufe.”’ 
|) “ The law, in all viciflitudes of government, flu€tuations of 
the paflions, or flights of enthufiafm, will preferve a fleady un- 
deviating courfe; it will not bend to the uncertain wifhes, ima- 
ginations, and wanton tempers of men. To ufe the words of a 
great. and worthy man, a patriot, and an hero, an enlightened 
friend of mankind, and a martyr to liberty, I mean ALGERNON 
Sipney, who from his earlieft infancy fought a tranquil retire- 
ment under the fhadow of the tree of hberty, with his tongue, 
his pen, and his {word. ** The law (fays he) no paflion can di- 
flurb. “Tis void of defire and fear, luft and anger. "Tis mens 
fine affeciu; written reafon; retaining fome meafure of the di- 
vine perfection. It does not enjoin that which pleafes a weak, 
fral man, but without any regard to perfons, commands thit 
which is good, and puniihes evil in all, whether rich or poor, 
high or low. . "Tis deaf, inexorable, inflexible.” On the one 
hand it is inexorable to the cries and lamentations of the prifon- 
ers; on the other it is deaf, deaf as an adder to the clamors of 
the populace.” 7 

The judges, when fumming up the evidence to the jury, and 
giving their opinions of the conitruétions of law upon the evi- 
dence, apply themfelves to the removing of thofe bad impreffi- 
ons, which may poflibly have been made upon the jury by the 
f mifconftru€étion of fcripture paflages. Says one of them—* In 
he courfe of this year you doubtlefs have heard much of the law 
Biven tothe . Jews, re{fpeéting homicide, as well as of the pre- 
cept given to Noah, that who/o fheddeth man’s blood, bypman fhall 
us blood be fhed. Whence it has been inferred, that whofoever 
voluntarily kills another, whatever the inducement or provoca ton 
nay be, is a murderer, and as {uch ought to be put to death — 
But furely not only the avenger of blood, and he who killed a 
hief breaking up a honfe in the night, were exceptions to that 
general precept, but alfo he who killed another in his own de- 
yence.. Even the Jewifh doétors allowed this, ‘and that juftly ; 
pecaufe the right of felf-defence is founded in the law of nature.” 
it appears upon the trial, that the facts related above, under the 
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March, are well attefed. ‘There are no lefs than ¢hirtys 
Atneffes to prove a defign to attack the folders, fix of 
m the council for the king have produced. Nigh cherty wit- 


‘se evidence that Patrick Carr, one of ‘the deceafed, re« 


neatedly declared, and confirmed the fame but a few hours bes [| 
fore he died—that he went with a detign againit the foldiers ;, that |) 
ught they were sbufed and would have fired before; that |’ 


1e forgave and did not blame the man, whoever he was, that {hot |' 


> Oo . > > . . 7 & oe No Se 
iim; that he blamed himfelf tor going to the riot, and might 


have known better, for he had feen {oldiers called to quell riots, | 


but never faw any bear half fo much before. The jury with-] 


draw for about two hours and a half. Upon comparing the evi- 
dence, they cannot be convinced that the foldiers were not too ' 


hafly in fring. Was ‘there evidence of all having fired, they || 
would conviét all of manflaughter ; but it is agreed on all hands, | 
‘that no more than feven guns were fired, confequently one is} 


innocent, and they choole that the guilty fhall efcape rather | 


than one innocent perfon be convitied *. They return into}, 
court and‘ agree, that as to Wemms, Hartegan, M’€auley, | 


Ie 


White, Warren and Carrol, they are not guilty, on which they}, 


are immediately difcharged. As to Killroy and Montgomery, 
they agree that they are not guilty of murder, but of man flaugh- ' 
ier. Both pray the benefit of clergy, whichis allowed; eacht 
zs burnt in the hand, in open court, and difcharged.  [ Dec. 5.AN 


"The trial has been long, but the iffue of it, as well as of that of | 
the captain’s, may be brought in proof of the integrity of Bofton’ 


Ml) 


‘ 


} 


yefles have fworn to words of provocation utiered againdt the | 
i as daring them to fire, ‘and threatening to kill them} |’ 

nd twenty-five have witnetled to ze, _fnow-balls, jiichs, &c. dew 

hrown atthem, ten of whom are witneffes for the crown.— | 


i 
\ 


junies, venturing to give upright verdicts in defiance of popular’ 
opinions. A 4 
[ Dec: 12.4 Edward Manwaring, efq; John Munroe, gentle 
man, Hammond Green, boat builder, and Thomas Greenwood,’ 
jabourer, were tried for being prefent, aiding, affifting, é&c. 
William Warren in the murder of Crifpus Attucks. The’ 
whole evidence confifted in one witnefs’s dec'aring that he faw 
two flafhes from the cuftom-houfe, one from the balcony, the. 
éther froma chamber window, anda perfon in the balcony 
with a gun or pifiol in his hand; and in the tefimony of a Freneb 
boy, fervant to Mr. Manwaring, who {wore to his being at the 
-caftom-houfe when the foldiers fired, and'to a ftory of perfon® 
firing out of the chamber window. The falfhood of the whold 


* Licutenant governor Hyvtchinfon’s letter of December ro, 17700 7%, 
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evidence was immediately detefted by a number of the mof cre- 
ditable witnefles, fo that the jury acquitted the prifoners without 
oing from their feats. | 
: In the pleadings upon the trials, (of the foldiers efpecially 
|) Mr. John Adams difcuffed the fubjett of homicide fo largely, 
|) and fhowed fo fully by what a variety of circumilances it was re- 
'} duced to manflaughter, that the popular leaders perceived the 
|| necefiity of altering their plan of eppofition to the military, and 
| from thence forward promoted a particular attention to the mili- 
tia and the manual exercife, that the country might be qualified 
for repelling arms by afms, whenever the fame fhould be requi- 
) fite for the prefervation of their liberties. | 
|. The ferment occafioned by the rainifterial meafures did not 
fubfide in the New-York colony any more than in the Maffa- 
ehufetts, - PEN ty 
| About the middle of January, and at night, the Loerty pole 
was cut down by the foldiery, which enraged the inhabitants, and 
produced much difturbance and riot aftéerwatd between them and 
the troops. The foldiers pofted up papers about the city azaint 


oO 


the fons of liberty, which occafioned a confiderable alfray 
The oppofition foon expreffed their determination to perfevere, 
by erecting anew liberty pole, {trongly fecured with tron to pre- 

vent its being demolithed. The May poles in cifferent parts of 

the continent had changed their names, or given place to liberty 
poles, after the exhibition upon the hberty treeat Bofton during 
ithe flamp-act. The conduct of the foldiers was probably owing 
tothe meafures which had been taken the preceding month, in 
order to prevent the aifembly’s granting money for the fupport 
@{ the troops. The affembly had in their former feffion, voted 
to fupply his majefty’s troops quartered in the colony, h 
§.ve great umbrage. T’o quiet the people they made a unani- 
mous declaration, taat it fhould be the laft tupply they would 
ever grant, until their grievances were redreffed, and it gave fa- 
tisfaétion, But the houfe in the prefent feflion, pafled a vote 
forafarther fupply of 2c00l. which greatly inflamed the minds 
of the inhabitants. ‘Two papers were publifhed upon the occa, 
fion: the one addreffed to the betrayed inhabitants of the city and 
colony of New-York, and figned A Son’ or Liperty : the 
other figned Lecion, defiring the inhabitan‘s to meet in the 
fields: The papers were voted fal/e, feditious, and infamons hibels 
by the aflembly, who defired the lieutenant governor to ilfve out 
proclamations, offering rewards for the difeovery of the authors, 
tool. for the fir, and sol. for the lait. A ‘itripling who had 
been journeyman to the printer of the firfl; but difcharged for 
bad behaviour, allured by the profiered reward, lodged a.com- 
plant 
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plaint againfl his late mafter, who was terrified into a difcovery 
of Mr. M‘ Dougall as the publifher. Mr. M‘ Dougall was by the 
chief juilice’s warrant brought before him, and upon refufing to 

‘ve bail was committed to jail. [Feb. 8.] In confequence of 
the fecond paper, about 1400 inhabitants met, and appointed 
Mr. John Lamb to propound queftions relative to the vote of 
ithe allembly. After explaining it, the queftion was put, “ Do | 
you approve of the vote 2” No was the anfwer. He proceeded, | 
‘« Are you for giving money to the troops, on any confideration | 
whatfoever 2?” It was again No. There were but about halfa } 
dozen for the afirmative upon either of the queitions. He then 
afked, ‘* Will you appoint a committee to communicate the 
whole of this tranfaétion to your members ?”’ Yes was the word. 
They then appointed for the committee, Meffrs. L/aac Sears, 
Cafper Wiftar, Alexander M‘ Dougall, Jacobus Van Zandt, Sa=\ 
muel Broome, jun. Erafmus Willams, and fames Van Vo aurk.— 
‘The meeting in the fields, and the tranfactions at it, were feveral 
weeks before the difcovery and commitment of Mr. M‘ Dougall. | 
Mr. Lamb was called before the haufe to anfwer for his conduét s |i 
but in che. mean time the committee wrote to the fpeaker, ac- 
- knowledging themfelves, in every refpeét, parties with him, and | 
anfwerable for each ftep that had been taken, and ready to de-|i 
_ fend their conduét in a conftitutional manner. When Mr. Lamb): 
appeared before the aflembly, he told them that he had afiembled !' 
with the reft of his fellow citizens, and had propofed gueftions, | 
which as a citizen) a freeman, and an Englifhman, he had a right’ 
to do, and was furprifed to hear it controverted. The houle}: 
finding that they had to do with men of fenfe and refolution, 
who were determined upon fupporting the rights of their coun, | 
trymen and fellow citizens, gave up the point and difmilied them. ! 
‘Their vote. of 20001. for the troops foon pafled into a law ; but, 
the deficiency demanded by the lieutenant governor as arrears" 
amounting to upward of 1000]. was left unpaid. Had there) 
been a provifion tor the arrears, the compliance with the muti. 
ny aét would have been formal and complete. ‘That matters! 
were carried fo far mutt be attributed to an extraordinary and’ 
fndden coalition in thesaflembly between politicians, who had: 
long been at mortal variance. | i 
| Aprl.| The grand jury founda bill againft captain M‘ Dou-' 
gall, but the trial was put off: and he was bailed out of jail—' 
When the houfe met again toward the clofe of the year, he was: 
ordered to attend at their bar. The fpeaker afked him whether! 
he was the author or publifher of the addrefs, &c. He declined) 
anfwering, and afligned his reafons.. It.was refolved,’ that in) 
his reply he denied the authority of the houfe, and was therefore | 


guilty 
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guilty of a high contempt. On his refufing to afk pardon of 
ihe houfe, he was ordered into cuftody, and the {peaker tilued 
|| his warrant to the jail-keeper of the city to receive and keep hia 
prifoner until he fhouid be difcharged by due courfe of law. He 
Jremained in jail till the affembly was prorogued on the ggth of 
the following February, 1771, when he was enlarged aiter a 
‘confinement of near three months. It was not till March the 
| gzth that he was difcharged from his recognizance, by the fu- 
‘\preme court then fitting at New-York, (without having been 
)brought toa trial) after having been under bonds for near twelve 
months, and fuffered twenty and three weeks aéiual imprifon- 
‘Jment. . He was the firft fufferer for liberty after the commence- 
‘iment of the united efforts of the American fons, to fruftrate the 
‘Jminifterial plans for encroaching upon, and eventually fubvert- 
Jing their long claimed and enjoyed rights and privileges. This 
Jhonor belongs to a gentleman born in Scotland, and who is in- 
deed, what he figned himfelf, A Son of Liberty. He bore his 
Jamprifonment with fortitude ; but the difagreeablenels of it was 
'Imuch leffened, and the difgrace of it wholly removed, as the ci-, 
)/tizens of the higheft and belt charatters, ladies and gentlemen, 
“\reforted to the place of his confinement. His charaéter as well 
as his caufe was good; fo that the moft virtuous efpoufers of 
\the latter, were neither afraid nor afhamed, by their repeated 
vifits, to afford him their public countenance. 
) The Maffachu/etts again demands your attention. 
_ [May 91.] The new general court met at Cambridge ; the houfe 
ppg ptitoted again{t being held there, or at any other place than 
Bofion’; and by a majority of 69 out of 102, voted it to be a ve- 
ty great grievance, and refolved not to do bufinefs out of Bofion ; 
on which the lieutenant-governor prorogued them. 
| July 25.| ‘They met again, but the affembly refufed to do 
juiinels ; and in their meflage to Mr. Hutchenfon, infifted upon 
jthe right of people to appeal to heaven in difputes between them 
)jand perfons in power, when there is an abufe of power ; but they 
foftened what they advanced, by faying “‘ Wewould, however, 
by no means be underiflood to fuggelt, that this people have oc- 
cafion at prefent to proceed to fuch extremity ; and yet they af- 
terward added, “ thefe and other grievances and cruelties, too 
many to be here enumerated, and too melancholy to be much 
longer borne by this people, we have feen brought upon us by 
the devices of the minifters of fiate.”” They were prorogued 
afreth. | 
| [Sept. 26.] They met a third time. The lieutenant-gover- 
nor told them that the garrifon at the caftle in the pay of. the 
a . province 
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province was to be withdrawn by order of his’ majeity, and the 
‘fortrefs to be garrifoned by his regular forces. His orders were | 

to deliver the pofleflion of the fort to fuch olticer as general Gage 
Should dirett to take the command of it. The information ex. | 
cited a fufpicion in the aflembly, who defpaired of obtaining a |/ 
removal to Bofton by’ perlifting in a refufal to do bufineis ; the 
leaders therefore procured this vote: | Sept. 2g.] “ Refoived; 
that the next Wednefday (O41. 3) be oblerved by the two houles 
as a day of prayer, to feck the Lord for his direttion and blef |i 
fing,’ which went up to the council, and was unanimouily cons | 
curred. Men of profane caft are too prone to ridicule religion, 
becaufe of its being made a Ralkinghorfe to ferve the purpofes |; 
of politicians. Would they confine their wit and fatire to the |; 
parties offending, the correction would be proper. But let not |; 
the well-intentioned and undefisning children of devotion, be |, 
charged with hypocritical canting, becaufe they are impoled up- | 
_on and duped by the fubtlty of guides, who, like moft thorough: |: 
paced politicians, can change themfelves into angels ot hght, that |. 
they may perfeét their devices. a 
[Oét.9.| The houfe refolved to proceed to bufinefs from ab- |) 
folute neceflity, protefling against the reftraint the general court , 
was held under to do it out of Boflor. A few days after, they); 
fent to the lietenant-governor to know whether he held the com, jj 
mand at the Caflle. “If the cuftody and government of that} 
fortrefs,” faid they, “is now lodged with the military power, in. || 
dependent of the fupreme civil magiftrate within this yurifdiciion, | 
++ as fo effential an alteration of the conftitution as mull jufily 
alarm a free people.” His anfwer was’ fo worded, as to leave: 
the affembly, in general, ground for concluding, that the milita- |] 
ry in the caftle were dependent upon himfelf the fame as were | 
the provincials. When he delivered it up, he repaired thither, » 
fent for the keys, and upon colonel Dalrymple’s coming into the 
{tate room with his officers, gave them to him, and lodged with | 
him the cufiody and government of the fort; but retained fomg 
trifling appearances of fuperior command. He foon learnt how- 
ever, that he could not come at a flag when in want of it, or even | 
oars for a boat,-without applying to general Gage. 1 
[ Nov. Guif) dhe reprefentatives refolved, that the merchants | 
having receded from their non-importation agreement, Ge. they, 
would difcourage prodigality, extravagance, and the ufe of fo-, 
reign fuperfluities ; and promote induftry, frugality, and their) 
own manufa@ures in the feveral towns they reprefented.. 4 | 
[7.| They appointed a committee of correfpondence to com-| 
“municate intelligence to the agent and others in Great-Britain, | 
and to the fpedkers of the feveral aflemblies through the contl- : 
. nent, 
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nent, or fuch committees as they have appointed or may ap-- 
| point. 

Before the lieutenant-sovernor prorogued them, he obferved 
to them, that fince they had difcovered a teholudor to remove 
anneceflary obfiacles, they had done more bufinefs, notwith-i 
ftanding all the inconveniencies from the place of holding the 
court, which they had infifled upon, than he remembered to 
have béen done in the like fpace of time, fince he had thared in 
public affairs. 

[April g, 1771 ; The following {pring fefion produced no- 
hing very material, but afforded hun the pleating opportunity of 
acquainting the general court, im form, of his being appointed 
captain-g -general and commander in éhier over the province. The 
couneil “prefented a Lasgtatiiiory addrefs, and expreifed their 
fatisfaction at his appointment. Upon the quettion 1: the houfe’ 
faflembly, whether to appoint a committee to prepare an ad- 
drefs, there was anegative. The houfe however, atierward re. 
wetted the removal of the general court to Bojton, which was 
dot granted. 2 
[May 29.| ‘They met, as the year before, at Cambridge. In 
ree abe the afiembly protefied egamil his excelie cys con- 
yening them there, and aiterward ddponted a cemt nittee ol Cor 

efpondence, 

[July 4.] The governor informed the houfe, that by his ma- 
elty’s initruction, he was forbidden giving his confent to fuch 

n att as fubjects the officers of the crown to be taxed, by the 
Hitlers in the towns where they relide, for the profits which 
hey receive from their com ifhons, ahh their offices have 


oO 
10 relation to the province, fo that the tax-biil muft be quali- 


ied. 

(5-] The houfe, by meflage, exprefled their furprife and alarm 
tt the reafon aligned f fer his not a Henting to the tax-bill, and 
Waid, “ We know ofno commiffioners ot his majefty’s owning 
ior of any revenue his majelty has aright to eftablith in North- 
4merica. so know and feel a tribute levied and extorted from 
hofe, who, if they have property, have a right to the ablolute: 
lifpofal pity: 

Had it been known, how infiemificant the taxes were which 
he officers of the crown were required to pay, it is hard to con- 
eive how wifdom could have di€tated fuch inftruétion, and have 
‘entured to give a freth di Ipuit to thofe, who were already too 
nuch irritated. However, the governor's inftruétions did not 
blige him to confine the general court to Cambridge, and he 
night have removed them to ee ee but by thowing a firmnefs 

n oppoefing their defires, while they protefted againit the cea 
| they 


ij 
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they were under, he meant to recommend himfelf to the minift 
try. By the fame intention he was induced, in a great meafure, 
to refute his confent to the grants made to Mr. Bollan and Mr. 
De Berdt’s executors by this aflembly, as he had done in refpeét 
to thofe made by the preceding. Thefe refufals ferved to keep 
up the animofity. ‘at 
The difpofition to import goods into the Maffachufetts, in de- | 
fiance of the laws of revenue and trade, and to fupport fuch prac- i 
tices by open violences upon the officers, whofe duty it was to 
carry the laws into execution, broke out upon many occafions; | 
and as ufual, the magiftrates declined giving their affiftance and 
fupport, being in principle oppofed to fuch laws, as fundament- 
ally defeCtive in point of reétitude. The like difpofition to im- |; 
port goods prevailed -n the other colonies ; but there was no call 
_to go into the like open violences. ea |, 
Dec. 3.| Mr. Otis, jun. was carried off ina poft-chaile, bound | 
hand and foot, his reafoning powers being wholly deranged. This | 
calamity, which fomewhat leflens the weight of oppolition to- 
minifterial meafures, is to be imputed, not to any effects of the 1 
affray with Mr. Robinfon, but rather to the high tone given to | 
his animal frame by the ftrength of his paflions, and a failure im | 
the point of temperance. The fons of liberty would have ful | 
tained an exceflive lofs, had this event taken place in the early | 
flage of the oppofition ; but the times had brought fo many able | 
perfons of fimuar {entiments into the general court, who had’, 
been training for four years, and were converfant with the poli. - 
tical management of public bufinefs, that the plans of the Mafia.) 
chufetts anti-governmental party fuffered no derangement. W 
_ An opportunity now offers of mentioning, that Sir Alexander 
Gilmour, baronet, and George Dempfier, efq; were the gen- | 
tlemen who fo nobly diftinguifhed themfelves by voting for the i 
repeal of the fiamp-att, while all the other Scotch members pre~ 
fent voted againtl it. Bi ) 
After what has been written and tranfmitted, you will judge” 
yourfelf under an obligation to return me {peedy information of 
all that is doing in Great-Britain, relative to the American colo- 
Nes. 
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Fee 3 ! HE annual elections of the Maffachufetts were in fa- 
| OL vour of the friends to colonial liberty ; but the 
fate of Mr. Otz5’s mind neceflarily occafioned his being left out 
of the lift of the Boffon reprefentatives. | | 

| [May 28.] The general court {hil met at Cambridee, but the 
governor adopted a conciliating meafure, in declining to nega- 
ive Mr. Hancock, who was again’ chofen one of the council.— 
Fe had been repeatedly chofen, and till now as repeatedly ne. 
vauived; he declined however, taking his feat at the board, 


chooting to remain in the affermbly as one of the Bofton members. 


~ [June 19.] °° Mr. Huéchinfor acquainted the houfe, in anfwer 
oa meflage, that his majefty had made provifion for his fupport; 
and then, after requiring the opinion and advice of the council, 
pon their oaths, whether he might now remove the general 
qeourt to Bofton, confiftent with the fienification of his majefty’s 
| jleafure to him, and receiving their unanimous cpinion and ad- 
vice in the affirmative, adjourned them to meet at Bofton. -He 


\ 


might have afked and received that very advice long before. 
|. Acommittee having been appointed’to confider the matter of 
Inne governor’s fupport being provided for by the king, reported 
and obferved, [ July 10.] “ That the king’s providing for the 
fupport of the governor is a moft dangerous innovation. It is 
ameature whereby not only the right of the general affembly of 
chis province is refcinded, but the higheit indignity is thrown 
fpon it. It is an infra¢tion of the charter in a material point, 
whereby a moft important truft is wrefted out of the hands of 
the general aflembly.” And the houfe, the fame day, declared 


py ameffage to the governor, “That the making provifion for 


us excellency’s fupport, independent of the'grants and’ a&s of 
the general alfembly, and his excellency’s receiving the fame, 1S 
an'infra€tion upon the rights of the inhabitants granted by the 
MP Yawedertere oe st Saye 


by the colonies, as 1t makes'them entirely dependent upon that, 
and wholly independent of the people,” and provincial affem- 


he Jegiffature’ ought to have upon the others, ‘and that ‘balanée 
ot power which is effential to all free governments. It'will ‘be’a 
, Pee of complaint.” On the other hand,. the affair which 

as happened in Rhode-Hland-sovernment will provea frefh proz 
» Voie T. ice vocation 


The payment of the gOVErNOrs by thé crown, is not rélifhed 


lies: and asit deftroys the mutual check which each branéh of ~ 
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vocation to miniftry, and tend to fix them in their plans refpett. 
ing the colonies. 
Lieutenant Dudiagion, the commander of the late armed {choo- » j 
ner the Gafpee, had been remarkably affiduous in fupporting the | 
Jaws againil {mugeling, and in fearching after contraband goods, 
by which he bad given great offence. He had alfo brought upon [ 
himfelf the relentment of many, by firing at the Providence pack- | 
eis (employed in tranfporting goods and paflengers from thence {i 
to Newport, and vice verfa) in order to oblige the maiters to take ; 
down their olours, and by chafing them even into the docks when 


it had been refuled. The Providence packet coming up as ufual | 
with colours flying and company on board, probably a party of |’ 
pieafure, as is trequent ‘nthe fummer feafon, and refufing to take | 
them down, the heutenant fired a fhot, which being difregarded, | 
he chated. [June g.| It was near upon or quite high water. | 
The packet flood in with the land as clofe as confifted with fafe- | 
ty, defigning that the Gafpee thould be run a-ground im the chafe. | 
The detign fucceeded. The Gafpee was foon faft, and could not i 
fir, the tide having done flowing. The packet proceeded to | 
town. The fituation of the-Gafpee, and refentment againft the 
commander, excited the thought of attacking and deftroying her. 
Mr. John Brown, a confiderable merchant of Provadence, was 
ihe principal in the bufinefs. Captain Whipple was immediately |' 


. 


employed to beat up for volunteers, and a number offered and’ 


engaged to go upon any fervice for which they were wanted. | 
Several whale boats were procured and flled with armed men./ 
Mr. Brown accompartied them in the expedition. Captain Whip- i 
ple, as they proceeded, oblerved to Mr. Brown, that he might” 
lofe his fe, and that he had a family, and therefore he required » 
that care fhould be taken of them in cafe of his death. Mr. Brown * 
engaged to do it fhould that happen. [June ro.} About two. 
clock in the morning, they boarded and carried the {chooner, 
as fhe lay a-ground about feven miles below Providence. Mr. 
Brown was himfelf the firft on board. The heutenant was. 
wounded. He and the crew were put on fhore, and every thing | 
valuable belonging to hitn, was taken out and faved for him; 
after which the Galpee, with all her ftores, was burned. 4 
Though a reward of five hundred pounds; together with a 
pardon, if claimed by an accomplice, has been offered by pro- 
clamation for difcovering and apprehending any of the perfons 
concerned ; yet the commiflioners appointed to try the matter, 
have tran{mitted accounts to mniftry, that they can obtain no eul- 
dence. If any one had wifhed. to give evidence, that he might 
get the reward ; yet the thought that he fhould rifk his hfe, or be! 
obliged to fly the country and become a perpetual exile, would 

| : naturally: 
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naturally have overcome fuch propenfity. It was too hazardous 
to turn informer. Some who were fecured, in expe€tation that 
_ they would give intelligence, were affifted by the populace in 
making their efcape, betore any thing material could be learnt 
from them by the commiflioners. 
Governor Hutciinfon and his adherents havirs been ufed to 
| reprefent the party in oppofition, as only an unealy fa¢tious few 
in Bofton, while the body of the people were quite contented ; 
Mr. Samuel Adams was thereby induced to vifit Mr. Fames War- 
ven, of Plymouth. After converfing upon the fubject, the latter 
propofed to originate and eftablith committees of correfpondence 
in the feveral towns of the colony, in order to learn the ftrength 
of the frends to the rights of the continent, and to unite and 
increafe their force. Mr. Samuel Adams returned to Botton; 
pleafed with the propofal, and communicated the fame to his con- 
fidents. Some doubted whether the mealure wouid profper, and 
dreaded a difappointment which might injure the caufe of liber- 
ty. But it was. concluded to proceed. The prime manavers 
were about fix in number ; each of whom when feparate, headed 
vadivifion; the feveral individuals of which, colleéted and led 
-diftin& fubdivifions. In this manner the political engine has 
been conftruéted. The different parts are not equally good and 
operative. Like other bodies, its compefition includes numbers 
who act mechanically, as they are preiied this or that way by 
thofe who judge for them ; and divers of the wicked, fitted for 
evil practices when the adoption of them is thought neceflary to 
particular purpofes, and a part of whole creed it is, that in po- 
litical matters the public good 1s above every other confiderati- 
on, and that ail rules of marality when in competition. with it, 
may be fately difpenfed with. When any important tranfaction 
4s to be brought forward, it is thoroughly confidered by the prime 
managers. G3 they approve, each communieates it ‘to his own 
divifion; from thence, if adopted, it paffes to the feveral fubdi- 
vifions, which form a general meeting in order to canvafs the 
bufinefs. The prime managers being known only by a few to 
be the promoters of it, are defired to be prefent at’ the debate, 
that they may give their opinion when it clofes, If they obferve, 
that the colle€ied body is in general itrongly againft the meafure 
they wifh to have carried, they declare it to be improper ; is it 
eppofed by great numbers, but not warmly, they advife to a re- 
confideration at another meeting, and prepare for its being then 
adopted ; if the oppofition is not confiderabie, either in number 
or weight of perfons, they give their reafons and then recom- 
mend the adoption of the meafure. The principal attors are de. 
: | termined 
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termined upon fecuring the liberties of their country, or perifh- 
ing in the attempt. rs! 


A Ore 

~The news of his majefty’s granting falaries to the juilices of the | 
fuperior, court, afforded them a fair opportunity for executing | 
the plan of eflablithing committees of correfpondence through the || 


colony. . The moft {pirited pieces were publithed, and an alarm 


fpread, that the granting fuch falaries tended rapidly to complete } 


the fyftem of their {layery.», | Ng 
[Noy. 2.|. A town meeting was called, and a.committee of 
_corre{pondence appointed, to write circular letters to allthe towns 


in the province, and to induce them to unite in meafures. [ Nov, | 
19.| The committee made a report, containing feveral refoluti- | 


ons contradi€tory to the fupremacy of the Britith legiflature, 


After fetting forth, that all men have aright to remain ina ftate |i 
of nature as. long as they pleafe, they proceed to a report upon |i 
the natural rights of the coloniits as men, chriftians and fubjetts; | 
and then form a lift of infringements and violations of their rights, |) 
They enumerate and dwell upon the Britifh parliament’s hava } 
ing ailumed the power of legiflation for the colonies in all | 
cafes whatever—the appointment of a number of new officers 
to fuperintend the revenues—the granting of falaries out of the | 


American revenue, to the governor, the judges of the fuperis 


or court, the king’s attorney and folicitor general. Lhe res 
port was accepted ; copies printed, and fix hundred. circulat- | 


ed through the towns and diftrits of the province, wita a pa+ 


thetic letter addreffed to the inhabitants, who were called upon }) 


‘not to doze any longer, or fit fupinely in indifference, while the | 
iron hand of oppreflion was daily tearing the choiceil fruits from 4 
the fair tree of liberty. .The circular letter requefted of eachy i 


cf ° ° te c 
town afree communication of fentiments on the fubjects of the 


report, and was dire&ted to the feleét men, who were defired to i 
lay the fame. before a town meeting, which has been generally 
praétifed, and.the proceedings of the town upon the -bufinels. i 
have been tranfmitted to the committee at Boilon. This com-~ | 
mittee have their particular correfpondents in the feveral towns, | 


2 . 


who upon, receiving any f{pevial information, are ready to {pread 
it with difpatch among the inhabitants. It confifts of twenty-one | 
perfons, of heterogencous qualities and profeflions. ‘The go- | 
vernor, in expettation of exciting prejudice, and fixing a fhgma | 
upon them, their couneétions and proceedings, has written to @ 


wealth who was nat one of their church members, fhould NOW || 


take for their leaders, men who openly conternn all religion, and. 


fhould join deacons and atheifls in one truit ; and tha 


gentleman in power, “ Strange that a government, which ‘with, 
it a century would fuffer no perfon to be free of the commons | 


i 
i 
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fhould be inftigated to this by fome of the clergy, who make the 
higheit pretences to devotion ; and yet the fpygit of political party 
produces all this.” He would vladly receive them all into his own 
arms, and be devoutly thankiul for them, were they. to change fides 
and join in fupporting his adminiftration. But he has unwarily ac- 
whe that the government, or the great body of the people 


in their legiflative and ruling capacity are in the oppofition, which 
cherefore cannot. confift merely of a tew faciious leaders; and he 
appears not to have recollected that men of oppofite principles and 
sharacters will unite heart and hand, in keeping off a general ca, 
amity, which will involve them all in one and. the fame ruin. 
The towns in general have chofen committees of correfpondence, 
jind refolved in a {tile agreeable to. the wifhes. of the Boftonians, 
‘But the refolutions have not been alway drawn up by the townf- 
men, An inhabitant of Peterfham applied to that worthy and 
ifinterefted fon , of liberty, Mr. Quzacy, whom you will recol- 
ect to have been of the council for captain Prefton and the {ol- 
| iers, for his affiftance, and was furnifhed. with the. following 
. 


lratt intended for Boflon, excepting. the introduction and the 
Jatagraphs marked with a ftar, which were added by fome other 
erfon. : 
_ (Jan. 4, 1773.]. At a meeting of the freeholders and other 
habitants of the town of Peter/ham in the county of 1 orcefier, 
uly aflembled according to law, held by adjournment. on. the 
ith of January, 1773, the committee chofen the goth ult. made 
he following report, viz. “ The town having received a circu. 
r letter from the town of Boflon, refpecting the prefent griev- 
nees and abominable oppreffions under which th's, country 
oans, have thereupon taken into their moft ferious .confider- 
tion, the prefent policy of the Britith government and admini- 
iTation, with regard to Great-Britain and thefe colonies; bove 
arefully reviewed the mode of eleétion, and the quality. of the 
‘Vectors of the commons of that ifland ; and have alfo aitentively 
rfleBed upon the enormous and growing influence of the crown, 
nd that bane of all free flates, a {tanding army in the time of 
eace ; and in confequence thercof are iully confirmed in opi- 
Jon, that the ancient rights of the nation are capitally invaded, 
nd.the greateft part of the moft precious and eftabiifhed liberties 
f Englfhmen utterly deftroyed : And whereas the parliament 
f Great-Britain, by various flatutes and atts, have unrighteouf4 
/ diftreffed our trade, denied and precluded us from the fetting 
p and carrying on manufactures highly beneficial to the inhabi- 
Ants of thefe territories ; reftriGted and prevented our lawful inter- 
ourfe and commerce with other flates and kingdoms ;_ have alfo 
aadelasys and inftituticns touching life and limb, in difherifon of 
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the ancient common law of the land; ,and moreover have in 
‘thefe latter times, robbed and plundered the honeft and laborious | 
inhabitants of this extenfive continent of their property, by mere |. 
force and power ; and are now draining this people of the fruits |. 
of their toil, by thus railing a revenue from them, againit the 
natural rights of man, and in open violation of the laws of God.) 
This town in union with the worthy inhabitants of, Bofton,| 
now think it their indifpenfable duty to confider of the premifes}, 
and the prefent afpett of the times, and to take fuch fleps as up-|: 
on mature deliberation, are judged right and expedient, and here-|) 
upon this town ae} 
- ~ Refolved, That, with a governor appointed from Great-Bri-| 
tain (efpecially at this day) during pleafure, with a large ftipend,|, 
- dependant upon the will of the crown, and controlled by initrue-| 
tions from a Britith minifter of flate, with a council fubjett to}, 
the negative of fuch a governor, and with all officers, civil and}, 
military, fubieft to his appointment or confent, with a caftle in} 
the hands of a flanding army, ftationed in the very bowels of the, 
land; and that arnazing number of placemen and dependants,, 
with which every maritime town already {warms, no people can: 
ever be truly virtuous, free, or brave: i, 
Refolved, That the parliament of Great-Britain, ufurping and) 
exercifing a legiflative authority over, and extorting an unrigh 
teous revenue trom thefe colonies, is againft all divine and hu. 
man laws. ‘The late appointment of falarics to be paid to A 
fuperior court judges, whofe creation, pay, and commiflion de-, 
pend on mere will and pleafure, completes a fyftem of bondage | 
equal to any ever fabricated, by the combined efforts of the in, 
genuity, malice, fraud and wickednels of man : a 
* Refolved, That it is the opinion of this town, that a defpo.; 
tic arbitrary government Is the kingdom of this world, as fe 
forth inthe New Teflament, and is diametrically oppofite to the 
eflablifhment of Chriflianity in afociety, and has a direét ten; 
dency to fink a people into a profound state of ignorance 4 
irreligion ; and that, if we have an eye to our own and polte’ 
rity’s happinefs, (not only in this world, but the world to come, 
it is our duty to oppofe fuch a government : i 
* And further refolved, That the depriving the colonies 0) 
their conftitutional rights, may be fitly compared to the difmem, 
bering the natural body, which will foon affeét the heart ; ani| 
it would be nothing unexpeéted for us to hear, that thofe very 
perfons, who have been {fo a€tive in robbing the colonies 0, 
their conftitutional nights, have alfo delivered up the conflitutto} 
of our mother country into the hands of out king; ° | 
; Le ae 


t 
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| Therefore refolved, That it is the firft and bigheft focial duty. 
13f this people, to confider of, and feek ways and means, for a 
‘veedy redrefs of thefe mighty grievances and intolerable wrongs ; 
and that for the obtaining of this end, this people are warranted, 
oy the laws of God and nature, in the ufe of every nghtful art 
ind energy of policy, {tratagem and force. a 

* And while we are thus under thefe awful frowns of divine 
Providence, and involved as this people are in heavy calamities, 
which daily increafe in number and feverity, it is highly becom- 
i towns and individuals to humble themfelves before Almighty 
sod, ferioufly to commune with their own hearts, and iteek 
sarefully with tears, for the caufes of the prevailing diltrefles of 
heland ; and while it is apparent, that priftine piety and purity 
%~ morals, have given place to infidelity, difftpation, luxury, 
ind grofs. corruption of mind and morals, there is a loud call tor 
umuity, lamentings and reformation; and it is at this time 
minently incumbent on one and all, to feek at the throne of 


i great God for thofe fpecial and remarkable interpofitions of 


ivine Providence, grace and mercy, which have fo often faved 
New-England from both public and private diftrefs and mifery : 
RS as there 1s great reafon to believe, that in paft times we have 
0 much depended upon the exertions of worldly wildom and 
volitical devices, it becomes us in our prefent melancholy fitua- 
jion, to rely no longer on an arm of flefh, but on the. arms of 
is all-powerful God, who is able to unite the numerous inha- 
itants of this extenfive territory, as a band of brothers in one 
ue caufe—who can eafily give that true religion, which 
nall make us his people indeed ; that fpirit, which thall fit us to 
ndure temporal hardfhips for the procurement of future happi- 
{gs ; that {pirit of valor and irrefiitible courage, which fhall oc- 
afion our aged and our youth to jeopard their lives with joy, in 
i high places of the field, for his name and fervice fake, for 
ne prefervation alfo of this goodly heritage of our fathers, for 
he fake of the living children of our loins, and the unborn mil- 

))ons of pofterity. 
| * We believe that there are very many, who in thefe days 
ave kept their integrity and garments un{potted, and hope that 
od will deliver them-and our nation for their fake. God will 
ot fuffer this land, where the gofpel hath flourifhed, to become 
flave of the world; he will flir up witneffes of the truth; and 
1 his own time {pirit his people to ftand up for his caufe, and 
eliver them. In a.fimilar belief, that patriot of patriots the 
reat Algernon Srdney lived and died, and dying breathed a like 
‘Phtiment aad prophecy, touching his own and the then ap- 
cepa proaching 
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proaching times, a prophecy however not accomplifhed until a 
ylorious revolution. 
Approved of by vote of the town, without contradiction. 


Sytvanus How, per order, ~ | 
The governor, inftead of over-looking in his {peech, the pro- |: 
ceedings of the towns, has been induced by them to broach. the } 
difpute about the fupremacy of the parliament ;' and has fallen } 
into the {nare, which probably fome of the politicians had laid, | 
for him, expeéting to get the majority of the general court to }: 
declare againit it. He defigned to recommend himfelf to the mi- |: 
niftry by obtaining a victory ; but they will not thank hun for } 
increafing their embarrafiments. | 7 ot 
FJan: 25.| The council in their anfwer, faid, “ The flamp- i 
ae with fome preceding and fucceeding afts of parliament, fabs 
jeCting the colonies to taxes without their confent, was the ori- 
ginal caufe of all the uncafinels that has happened fince, and has} 
occafioned alfo an inquiry into the nature and extent of the ae 
thority by which they were made.” ae 
This-was the truth. When the flamp-aét took place, “ fomel’ 
people, under the- notion of zeal for liberty, ran into the moft 
axceffivelicentioufnels, and were guilty in one place and another 
of the mo lawlefs, unjuft, and tyrannical proceedings ; fuch as) 
ulling down and dettroying houfes, abufing perfons, endan-' 
gering men’s lives deftroying their property, breaking windows, | 
delivering prifoners out of the hands of juftice, putting many!’ 


. 


into great fear, all contrary to the laws of the province: but! 
there was nothing of this kind betore *.”  Let’me add, that in’ 
call my refearches, not an inftance has occurred to me of the! 
mob’s having been the death of a fingle individual, though they’ 
might have proceeded to the moft criminal lengths alfo, had they: 
not been gratified or diverted from their purfuits. But before’ 
that fatal a&t, there was not a more loyal, orderly, and peaceable’ 
people, than the Americans in general, through the whole Britifh 
empire. All ranks and conditions gloried in their conneCtior 
with Great Britain ; rejoiced in her friendfhip and protettion ;' 
and triumphed in her profperity. eM ibe oa eh | mI 
“Toward the clofe of their’anfwer, the houfe of affembly ex” 
prefied a concern at their having been reduced by the ene 


the unhappy alternative, either of appearing ‘by their filence te 
acquiefce in the governor’s fentiments as to the fupremacy 0 
parliament, or of'freely difcufling the point. The houfe mi¢ 


i 


be concerned; but the leaders were pleafed with the opportun ty, 
aie «og tixky ote 25° DS || 


| 
| 


* The Rey. Mr. Whitney’ difcourfes on the public fat. 4 
| eet 
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|The governor replied; and the houfe in their rejoinder told him 
is Although the colony may have fubmitted fwd filentio to fome 
Jaéts of parliament, that they conceived might operate for their 
benefit, they did not cenceive themfelves bound by any of its acts, 
which they judved would operate to the injury of individuals.” 
‘The people at large believe, that the houfe has the beit of the 
argument, and are confirmed in their oppofition to the claims 
of parliament. ry 

The houfe voted the ufual falaries to the judges of the fuperior 
court early inthe fefhon. ‘The governor delayed giving his af- 
‘Vent to the grants; which produced a meflage to him requefting 
his making known the difficulty that prevented his alfenting ; ta. 
thisit was anfwered, that he had received information, that his 
majefty had been leafed te order falaries to be allowed to the 
jeltices of the fuperior courts, &c. By this anfwer the houfe 
gained the opportunity of fending a fecond mellage, [ Feb.] in 
which they expreffed their refentment at the many attempts. 
made, effectually te render null and void thefe claufes in their 
charter, upon which the freedom of their cenftitution depends ; 
and faid that they were more and more convinced, that it had 
been the defign of adminiftration to intreduce an arbitrary go- 
vernment into the prevince. They declared at the clofe, their 
jimpatience to know, ‘‘ that the juflices will utterly refufe ever 

0 accept of fupport in a manner fo juftly obnoxicus to the peo- 
ie of the province, it being repugnant to the charter, and ut. 
terly inconfiltent with the fatety of the rights, liberties, and pro- 
ei of the people.” ‘To add the greater weight to their fen. 
timents, and make them the more regarded by all perfons, 
they came to feveral refolves, [March 3.] refpeSting the {ala- 
mies and the judges; among the reft, “ that their dependence on 
the crown, efpecially while they hold their commiffions during 
pleafure, tends to the fubverfion of juftice and equity, and to in- 
troduce oppreffion and defpotic power ; and that while they hold 
during pleafure, any who fhall accept of and depend upon the 
pleafure of the crown for his fupport, independent of the grants — 
of the general court, will difcover that he is an enemy to the 
conftitution, and has it in his heart to promote the eftablifhment 
of an arbitrary government in the province.” 

The meafures purfued on each fide the Atlantic are not calcu- 
lated to promote harmony. 
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(, Boar Va ae aR eM 
London, Augufi 7, Age 


Farexp G. 


“OU will receive from me, without further application, ré-|, 
cular accounts of what is doing on this fide the Atlantic, in|! 
relaiion to the colonies. oA er 
The burning of the Gafpee {chooner near Providence, has giv-|i 
en the chief rife to“ an aét for the better fecuring his majefty’s} 
dock yards, magazines, {hips, ammunition, and flores.” Tf thet: 
bution of a marine’s coat, the oar of a cutt “'s boat, or the head} 
of acafk belonging to the fleet, are included under the compre)! 
henfive term flores, then according to the a&t, a perfon wilfully! 
and malicioufly deftroying, or aiding and affifting in defiroying 
the fame, is to fuffer death.on being convited. But what willl 
affeét you more than all the reft is, that the at is extended to the, 
colonies, and fubje€ts a perfon to a trial at the pleafure of his) 
majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, in any {hire or county in Great’ 
Britain. Your own feelings will furnifh you with the bef’ 
comment on this new extenfion of parliamentary power. | 
The fupporting of the authority of parhament was the only! 
caufe afigned by the minifter himfelf, for retaiming the tea duty, | 
at the very time when he acknowledged it to be as anti-commer- | 
cial atax, as any of thofe which he had repealed upon that prin- | 
ciple. It. now appears that government had fomething more in 
contemplation. Mp 7 | 
The Eaft-India Company, feeling the bad effects of the colo-_ 
nial {muggling trade (occafioned by the retention of ‘the duty) | 
in the large quantities of tea which remained in ‘their warenoules: 
unfold, requefted the repeal of the three-pence per pound in: 
America, andoffered that, upon. its being complied with, a 
vernment fhould retain fix-pence in the pound on the exportati-| 
on. ‘Thus the company prefented the happieft opportunity. 
-wwhich could have offered, for honorably removing the caufe of 
difference with America. Here was an opening for doing right, 
without infringing the claims on either fide. The company afked, 
and their fituation required relief. It could not be alledged, that: 
it was done at the inflance of American difcontent. ‘The mi-| 
nifter was requeited and intreated, by a gentleman of great 
weight in the company, and a member of parliament, to em-/ 
brace the opportunity ; but it has been rejecled.. New contri-’ 
srances have been fet on foot to introduce the tea, attended with 
the | 
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\the three-penny duty, into all the colonies. Various intrigues 
and folicitations have been ufed to induce the chairman and de- 
Jputy chairman, to undertake this rafh and foolifh bufinels. It 
jhas been proteited again{t as contrary to the principles of the 
company’s monopoly ; but the power of minillry has prevailed ; 
Jand the infignificant three-penny duty on tea 1s doomed to be 
| it fatal bone of contention between Great-Britain and Ameri- 
ca. A bill has been paffed into an aét, [May 10.| for enabling 
‘the company to export their own teas. In confequence of it 
‘\they have adopted the fyftem, and are become their own factors. 
They have come toa refolution of fending 600 chelts of tea to 
Philadelphia, the like quanuty to New-York and Bofton, belide 
what is defigned for other places: feveral fhips are accordingly 
freighted for different colonies, and agents appointed for the 
difpofal of the commodity, 

_ The feveral colonies will undoubtedly confider the fcheme as 
calculated merely to circumvent them into a comphance with 
the revenue law, and thereby to open the door for an unlimited 
taxation ; for if taxation can be eftablifhed in this inftance, it’ 
will be extended to others. Confequences will not fail to con- 
Vince the minifter, that it would have been far more eligible to 
jaave repealed the duty, than in this way to attempt its eflablifh. 
jment. It will be needlefs for me to aifure you, that you may 
pon all occafions command the afliltance of | 


Your, .&c. 


_ N.B. Some of the captains have refufed -to take the tea 


on board. 


RSG Shay Ra eR 95% Be ree 


Roxbury, March 28, 1774. 


}2 EFORE you have an account of the American proceedings’ 
? in refpeét to the teas of the Eaft-India Company, you muit 
Je prefented with fome matters of an earlier date. ® 
1) | May 14, 1773.] ~The Boftonians perfifted in difcovering on 
every occafion, a determined oppofition to minifterial meaftires. 
Twelve days before the eletion day the town refolved, “ That: 
uf the council apply for Fancuil-hall for to dine in’on the anni- 
| | oa SWerfary 
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verfary ele&tion day, the fe'eét men fhould not grant it but upon | 
the exprefs conditions, that neither the commiffioners of the }) 
cufloms, nor their attendants, nor the officers of the army and } 
navy, flationed here for the purpofe of enforcing unconftituti- } 
onal ats of parliament by military execution, be invited.” It} 
has been an eftablifhed cuftom for the governor, council, and |: 
many other gentlemen, to dine there on that day; but the re- |: 
folve prevented an application, and occafioned their dining elfe- } 
where, with the commiffioners and ofhcers. =) K 
Whether the votes of Bo/fon fent to Varginta, as the patriots j 
fay, or their own private letters might or might not lead to it, |i 
the houfe of burgefles refolved, in the beginning of March, to} 
iaintain an intercourfe with the fifter colonies. They therefore |! 
appointed a committee of cleven perfons, “ whofe bufinefs it} 
{hould be to obtain the moft early and authentic intelligence of} 
all fuch aéts and refolutions of the Brinfh parliament, or pro-|: 
ceedings of adminifiration, as may relate to or affect the Britifh}! 
colonies, and to keep up and maintain a corre{pondence and | 
communication with ther fifter colonies.” They then refolved, |! 
“That their fpeaker tranfmit to the {peakers of the different af- 
-femblies their refofutions, to be faid before their aflembhes, aa} 
requefling their appointing committees.” Nothing could be} 
more accep\able to the Ma/fachu/etts aflembly. It was the firf) 
particular bufinefs they entered upon when they met. [May 28.]: 
‘They came to feveral refolves, and were careful in the firft to! 
{peak highly in praife of Virgina. They, appointed a commit.’ 
‘to prepare a circu- 


tee of fifteen members, and directed them “ 
Jar letter to the fpeakers, requefting them to lay the fame before. 
their refpeftive allemblies, in confidence that they will comply 
with the wife and falutary refolves of the houfe of burgeffes | of! 
Virginia.” Connecheus, Rhode- Fland, Maryland, and New-Hamp- 
flare, entered into fimilar meafures ; but the anfwer ordered by’ 
the New-Hampfhare allembly, to be given to the {peakers of Vert 
vima and Rhode-Ifland, was guardedly expreiled ;- they gave af-! 
furance, that their fifler colonies might rely upon their fincerely' 
joining them in every conftitutional plan for fecuring the righ’s! 
of America. ‘Vhe inftitution of thefe commuttees tends greatly’ 
to unite the colonies, and to render them more alert and tormi-’ 
dable in refifting the encroachments of minifiry. They by this’ 
mean become early prepared to meet new and unexpetted oc- 
currences ; and are drawn in to look upon thenvfebves as jointly) 
iaterefled in each others fafety, and public concerns. ( 

An event has happened in the Ma/fachu/etts, which has excited 
onthe partof the people, the nimoit indignation and animofity 3. 
on the fide of the governor and others, the greateit confuhon. 
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The agent, Dr. Franklin, has by fome means yet unknown, 
obtained and fent over to Mr. Bowdoin a number oi leticrs, to 
be communicated by him after perufal, to a few trufty gentie- 

men, viz. the honorable James Pitts, Mr. Thomas Cuthing, Mr. 
Samuel Adams, Dr. Winthrop, Dr. Chaunqy, and Dr. Cooper: 
it is added, they are to be returned and put into the place whence 
they were taken. The letters are figned Tho. Hutchanfon, And. 
Olver, Ch. Paxton, Thomas Moffat, Robert Achmuty, Nath. 
Rogers, George Rome. Though they were partly private and 
confidential, they were defigned to procure public coercive mea- 
fares; and tended to incenfe the mother country again{t her 
colonies, and by the fteps recommended, to widen the breach, 
which they have undoubtedly effected, Their contents were the 
fubjeét of converfation and folicitous inquiry; till at length Mr. 
Sam. Adams acquainted the affembly, [ june 2.| that he had 
perceived the minds of the people to be greatly agitated with a 
prevailing report, that letters of an extraordinary nature had been 
written, and fent to England, greatly to the prejudice of this 
province—that he had obtained certain letters, which with the 
-confent of the gentleman from whom he had received them, 
“might be read in the houfe under certain reftriétions, namely, 
j that the faid letters be neither printed nor copied in whole or im 

art: the propofal was confidered, and they were read under 
the faid reftrittions. A committee oz the whole houfe afterward 


overthrow the conflitution of this government, and to introduce 
arbitrary power into the province :”—Yeas 101, Nays 5. 

| The reftriGtions under which the letters were communicated 
were invalidated by contrivance; and ina week's time, | June 9. | 
Mr. Hancock acquainted the houfe, that he had received copie: 
of certain letters, which he fuppofed were |copies of the letter 
before the houfe, and moved that they miglit be compared. The 
next day, [ June 10.] one of acommittee appointed to confider 
{ome means whereby the houfe might be honorably and fully pe 
feffed of the letters, reported, “ ‘That Mn S. Adams had ac- 
quainted him, that having converled with) the gentieman from 
}whom he received the letters, he was autjorifed to inform the 
houfe, that the faid gentleman confented (as he found that co- 
pies of faid letters were already abroad, : nd had been publicly 
read) that the houfe fhould be fully pof'efled of them, to print, 
‘opy, or make what ufe of them they bated, relying on the 
goodnefs of the houfe, that the criginal letters be returned, they 
retaining attefted copies for their ufe.” ( Mr. S. Adams beinz 
called upon, declared the fame. { June16.| At length the aflem - 
bly refolyed to petition the king ta remove governor Mutchiafon 
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and lieutenant-governor Oliver for ever from the government 
of the province. | June 29.| They agreed alfo to furniih the 
council with the original letters upon the exprels condition, that. 
the board would by no means fuffer them to go out of their hands. 
The council complied with the infulting fhpulation aumed at the 
governor ; and upon his requiring ‘the letters for examination, - 
refufed to deliver them into his hands, but fent_a committee to, 
open them before him, that he might examine the hand-writing.. 
[ June 24.] To this indignity he was obliged to fubmit, as well 
as to the mortification of acknowledging the fignature. After. |, 
which they refolved, “that the removal of the governor and |) 
lieutenant-governor will be promotive of his majeily’s fervice.” — 
The Bo/fon committee of correfpondence, that they might add: |) 
weight to the doings of the general court, inclofed the gover. 
nor’s letters and alfo the refolves of the houfe, ina fpirited arcu. 
lar letter, and fent them to the feveral town clerks through the 
province to be communicated to their refpective towns. a 
The houfe of aflembly in their petition and remonttrance ta | 
his majefty, charged the governor and lieutenant governor with | 
being betrayers of their trufls and of the people they governed, . 

and with giving private, partial, and falfe information; declared 
them enemies to the colony : and prayed for juilice againft them, . 
and for their fpeedy removal. So prevalent was the refentment,, , 
that thefe charges with ma:.y others, were carried through by ay 
narority Of 82 to12. _ : ee 
‘To enter now upon the fubje& of the TEA. While the billfor , 
allowing the Eaft-India Company to export it was in parliament,, ; 
letters from Britain infinuated into the minds of the coloniils, that; 
a plan was laid to brig them into a {nare ; thata noble refiftance an> | 
this occafion would free them from the flavery intended forthem; | 
that if this opporiunity was loit they would never have another; 4) 
and that if they fuflered the fhips to land the tea and the duty to. , 
be paid, they would rivet their own chains. The Britifh mers, | 
chants have been alarmed with the thought of the loffes, which 
ruft neceffarily accrue to themfelves from the exportations Of ; 
the company, and from the fales going through the hands of con-) | 
fignees ; and have contributed to the {lrengthening of that refiftey | 
ance to which the people were alrcady inclined, through their 
prevailing jealoufy at the refervation of the tea duty when the. ; 
other duties were repealed. The united oppofition of the colo-. , 
nies was to be fecured ; but the event was precarious. “The Bof- 

zomans were much fufpefted by the fons of liberty in the other 
provinces, on account of the many goods -wnich were imported | 

into the town during the general non-importation agreement, and, 
| afterward: 9 


~ 


A.D. 177§] AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 2a: . 


afterward of the teas contrary to the avreement refpe€ting that ar. 
‘ticle. © New-York and Philadelphia had kept to the agreement, 
and had run all the teas that the market demanded: but there 
‘had been imported into Bo/lon, from the beginning of 1768 to 
the end.of laft year, not lefs than 2714 chelis, by more than a 
hundred different perfons. Mr. Hutchinfon and his fons were 
confiderable importers. It was evident that the body of mer- 
chants could not be depended upon. Mr. Thomas Mifhn, of 
_ Philadelphia, being at Bolton, put it therefore to the {ons of ]j. 
berty, when the teas were expefted, ‘ Wiil you engage that they 
_thall not be landed ? If fo, I'will anfwer for Philadelphia,” Lhey 
pledged their honor. 

{Oét. 2.| Theinhabitants of Philadeiphia affembled and una- 
mimoufly entered into various refolves, in which they cenfured 
“the refolution of the Eaft-India company to fend out their tea to 
America, fubjeét to the payment of duties on its being landed, as 
n open attempt to enforce the minifterial plan, and a violent at- 
tack upon the liberties’ of America; and declared it to be the 
duty of every American to oppofe this attempt, and that who- 
ever fhould dire€tly or indireétly countenance it, was an gnemy 
tohis:country. They then fixed upon a committee to wait on 
| the gentlemen, reported to be appointed to receive and fell the 
tea, and to requell their refining. Within three days the whole 
number refigned; Mellrs. WVhartons and Brown, without mak. 
ing the leaft difficulty ; the other two not, till the treatment they 
met with (on appearing at the coffee-houfe) for the fhuffling an- 
{wer they had given, convinced them that it was not fafe trifling 
with the public opinion. Since this meeting, the Bofton fons 
of liberty have affured by letter the fons of liberty at Philadelphia, 

that no tea fhall be landed. | 
At New-York, when captain Sears and captain M° Dougall 
heard that the tea was to be fent, they concluded that an oppofi- 
‘Jtion to it was neceflary, and agreed upon contriving to unite the 
tea-{mugglers, the merchants, and the fons of liberty in that fer- 
vice ; and that captain M Dougall fhould write againf the defien 
of Introducing and vending the tea agreeable to the miniferial 
plan, but fhould remain concealed as the author. <A few of each 
Cals were called together, and the mode of oppofition fettled. 
Publications, tending to fpread and increafe the alarm of immi- 
nent danger fo the liberties of the country, appeared periodical- 
ly. As the time approached for the arrival of the tea fhips, the 
publications became more ipirited and threatening. «[Nov. 5. | 
4u hand-bill addreffed to the friends of liberty and commerce 
Was circulated through the city, calculated ‘to prevoke re- 
emment againg al! the encouragers of the tea plan. Afterward 
written 
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written papers were ftuck up at the coffee-houfe and other pla. 
ces | Nov. 8. | menacing deftru€tion to any perfon who fhould ae- 
cept a commiffion for the fale of the Ea/t India company’s teas, or 
be an acceffary. In rather more than a week, there was pub- 
lifhed [Nov. 18.] a paper fined Legzon, addretled to the ftated 
pilots of the port, and all others whom it might concern, di- 
reCting them how to proceed in reference to any tea {hip, and 
requirmg them at their peril, to bring her no farther. than the 
Hook. In another paper, figned the Mohawks, the tea fhip is 
faid to be laden with tetters, forged for them in Great Britain, 
and every vengeance is denounced againft all perfons, who dare 
in any manner to contribute to the introduction of thefe chains. In } 
December, the London, captain Chambers, and the tea fthip ar- 
rived on the fame day ; the jormer came up dire&ily to the wharf, | 
the other remained at the Hoof, and was watched till fhe return- 
ed, by a ve(fel ftationed there for the purpofe. On her arrival 
a committee waited on the confignees, who agreeable to a form- 
er promife aflured them, that they would neither receive nor 
fell the tea, as it came liable to an American duly. Captain Cham- 
bers ventured to bring feventeen chells on a private account, ; 
which were taken and thrown overboard into the harbour. Had- 
the company’s fhip come to the wharf, fhe would probably have ; 
been burnt, for captain Sears and five others had determined 
upon it, and provided themfelves with combuttibles for that pur. 
pole. FT 
" At Philadelphia, printed papers were difperfed, warning the 
Delaware pilots not to conduét any of the tea fhips into harbour, i 
as they were only fent for the purpofe of enflaving and poifoning | 
all the Americans ; and at the fame time plainly intimating, that ; 
it was expected they would apply their knowledge of the river, ’ 
under the colour of their profeffon, fo as effectually to fecure | 
their country from fuch an imminent danger. ‘y 
In moft places, the confignees were obliged to relinquifh their ; 
appointments, and to enter into engagements not to at in that i 
capacity ; and no other perfons daring to receive the cargoes \ 
configned to them, the captains of the New-York and Philadel- : 
phia hips, from thele circumftances, and the knowledge of the 
rifk they ran from the determined refolution of the people, con-' 
cluded upon returning dire€tly to Great-Britain, without entang- ! 
ling themfelves by any entry at the cuftom-houfes. But it was) 
otherwife in the Ma/fachu/etts. i 
Methods were taken to {pirit up the people at large by fugitive 
pieces, hand-bulls, refolves of town meetings, the mutual inter- ) 
courfe of committees and the like. [ Nov. 3. At length. fome | 
hundreds of the inhabitants of Bo/ton and the neighbouring towns, | 
meet | 
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| meet at Line: tree, agreeable to a notification iflued the day be- 
: fore, ‘‘ for to hear the “confignees refign and {wear that they will 
_refhip any teas, that may by the Ea/?-Jadia company be afligned 
to them.”’ The confignees are in general obnoxious to the pub- 
! lic by reafon of their near and intimate connections with the go- 
2 vernor, on whofe fupport they depend. They are not terrifie: 
|into an appearance at the place propofed ; but meet together by 
agreement at the ftore of Mr. Clark, who is one of them, in 
King- ftreet. A committee 1s 2 appointed by the aflembly to wait 
upon them with a meflage, to which they pay no regard. The 
people, who attend the committee as kas fain upon this loter 
open the doors of the ware- houfe, and enter with 1 great violence 
and’ then attempt getting up Haike into. the compting-houle, te 
are driven back. T Nov. 5-| The fons of bees not having fuc- 
ceeded in this procedure, a town-meeting of the freeholders and 
other inhabitants is called. A large number is colletied and it 
is agreed to adopt the refolves of the citizens of Philac elphia. A 
committee is chofen to wait upon the confignees, who decline 
complying with the requeit of the town by letiers, whic h, though 
decent, are the next day voted daringly aifronting, when the 
meeting is immediately Auliotied. Some of the fons ps liberty - 
.are fearful of pulhing the matter too far, left the town, and then 
‘the colony, fhould be drawn into a quarrel with eee Britain. 
To fuch it is faid, ** It muft come toa quarrel with Great-Bri- 
} tain and the colony, fooner or later; andif fo, what can be abet- 
-ter time than the preient re Ege of years may pais away be 
fore the parliament will make fuch a nt umber of ats in violation 
of the Britith conftitution as it has done of “late years, and by 
which it has excited fo formidable an oppofition to the meafures 
of miniftry. Befide, the longer the contelt is de layed, the more 
adminiftration will ba {trengthened. Do not you oblerve, how 
the government at home are increaling their party here, by fend- 
ing over young fellows to enjoy appointments, who marry into 
our firft families and fo weaken ihe oppofition > By fuch like 
means, and by multiplying pofts and places, and giv ing them to 
‘their own friends, or applying them to the corruption of their 
ppeponits, they eal increafe their own force fafter in pyORer: 
tion than the force of the country party will increafe by Ropila 
tion. If then we mutft quarrel, before we can have our rights fe- 
cured, now is the moft eligible period. Our credit allo is a 
flake; we muft venture, and unlefs we do, we fhall be fearded 
by the fons of liberty in the other colonies, whofe afliftance we 
may expect upon emergencies, in cafe they find us fteady, refo- 
lute and faithful.” They conclude to venture onward. 
Vou. I. Gg [Nox 
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[Noy. 18.] A new town-meeting is called, and a new committeé 
appointed to wait upon the confignees to know, whether they 
will refign their appointment; to which they an{wer, ‘‘ It is ont 
6f our power to comply with the requelft of the town.” ‘This 
anfwer may be built upon folemn engagements not to refign ; 
otherwife it is hard to conceive how it ihould be more out of 
their power, than the power otf the Philadelphia confignees, who | 
have refigned fix weeks ago. Itis a managed affair between 
them and the governor, who calls a council for advice [ Nov. 19.| | 
upon meafures proper for preferving the peace, and for fupport- | 
ing the authority of government. While the council are debating 
a petition of the confignees is prefented, praying leave to refiga |} 
themfelves and the property committed to them, to his excellen: 
cy and their honors as the guardians of the people. After debate, | 
the further confideration is poftponed to the 23d, then to the 


landed, that no du- 
OM 


‘They further vote, ‘* that Mr. Rotch, the owner of the veffel, ' 
be direfted not to enter the tea at his peril, and that captain Hall’ 
be informed, and at his peril not fuffer any of the teato be land- | 
ed.” They alfo appoint a watch of twenty-five men to be a guard 
upon the Dartmouth, lying at Griffin's wharf. A letter ms Te= | 
ceived from the confignees, offering to ftore the teas till they « 
can write and receive further orders ; but the propofal is reje€ted. | 
Mr. Greenleaf, the fheriff, appears and begs leave to read a pro- ) 
clamation from the governor, which requires the peeple one 
with | 
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with to difperfe and to furcealfe all further proceedings. He is 
allowed to do it; and, upon fini{hing, there 1s aloud and gene- 
val hifs.. The people afterward vote, “ that captain Bruce, on 
his arrival, do contorm to the votes refpetting Hall’s veffel; 
jithat no tea from Great Britain be landed or fold till the at im; 
pofing the duty is repealed ; that the captain of the prefent watch 
be defired to make out a lift for the next night, and fo on, un- 
til the veilels leave the harbour; that fhould the watch be mo- 
lefted, the inhabitants be alarmed by the tolling of the bells at 
might, and the ringing of them in the day; that fix perfons be ap’ 
\}pointed to give notice to the country towns, upon any important 
occafion ; that every vefiel arriving with tea have a proper watch, 
and that their brethren in the country be defired to afford their 
afliftance on the firft notice.” They determine to carvy their 
votes and refolves into execution at the rifk of life and property ; 
pas their bfethren in the neighbouring towns, and then dif- 
folve the meeting. — 
_ After the diilolution, the committee of correfpondence for 
the town of Bofton hold their meetings, and invite the like com- 
miitees of the adjacent towns to join them; feveral do it; the 
vhole jointly affume the direftion of all that relates to the teas of 
fhe Kalt India company. They keep a conftant military watch 
jot twenty-five men every night, generally with fire arms, to pre- 
went the tea being privately landed. The veilels belonging to 
captains Bruce and Coffin, are upon their arrival ordered to Grif- 
}in’s wharf. 

[Dec. 14.] The people of Bofton and the neighbouring 
owns, that have agreed to att in concert with Bofton, meet at 
he Old South Meeting-houfe, and conclude upon ordering Mr. 
Notch to apply immediately for a clearance for his fhip. Mean 
while the governor receiVing intimation that fhe would be fent 
0 fea, and that it might not be through the ordinary channel by 
Whe caftle, acquaints admiral Montague and defires him to take 
jhe proper precautions, on which the admiral orders the A@ive 
ind King Fither to be fitted for fea, and to fall down and guard 
he pailages out of the harbour. “The governor likewife renews 
N writing his orders to colonel Leflze, to fuffer no vellel, coatt- 
its excepted, to pals the fortrefs trom the town without a per- 
mt figned by himfelf. A fufficient number of guns are loaded 
m this {pecial occafion. 

The ailembly are acquainted, that the colleCtor ‘cannot give 
Mr. Rotch a clearance, until the veifel is difcharged of dutiable 
rticles. - [Nov. 16.] Mr. Samuel Philips Savage, of Wefton, is 
hofen moderator.. “Che number aflembled from town and coun- 
ty is thought to be fome thoufands. Upon the prefent crifis 
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feveral gentlemen deliver their fentiments; and Mr. Fofah Quin. 
cy, Jun. his to the following purpofe;—* It is not, Mr. Modera- 
tor, the fpirit that vapors within thele walls that muft fland us in 
fiead. The exertions of this day will call forth events, which 
will make a very different {pirit neceffary for our falvation.— 
Whoever fuppofes, that fhouts and hofannas will terminate the 
trials of the day, entertains a childifh fancy. We mutt be grofs- | 
ly ignorant of the importance and value of the prize for which 
we contend; we mutt be equally ignorant of the power of thofe 
who have combined againft us ; we muft be blind to that malice, | 
inveteracy, and infatiable revenge, which attuate our enemies 
public and private, abroad and in our bofom, to hope that we 
thall end this controverfy without the fharpeit, the fharpetft con= 
fi&s—to flatter ourfelves that popular refolves, popular ha- 
rangues, popular acclamations, aud popular vapor,,will vanquilh | 
our foes, Let us confider the iffue. Let us look to the end.— |! 
Let us weigh and confider, before we advance to thofe meafures, 
which muft bring on the moft trying and terrible itruggle this i 
country ever faw.”’ a | 

Abéut three o'clock in the afternoon the queftion is pub | 
“will you abide by your former refolutions with refpe€t to not 
fuflering the tea to be landed >” It paffes in the affirmative, © 
gem. COi. . a 

Mr. Rotch is ordered to make a proteft, and procure a pals * 
for his veffel. He waits upon the governor at Milton, who of / 
fers to give him a letter to the admiral for prote€tion, which he | 
jeclines, fearing in that cafe the rage of the people, and being ' 
in no concern about his fhip, as that is not the object of refent. ' 
ment, but the tea. He intimates to the governor, that fome of ! 
the leaders of the people with the fhip to go down and be itop- 
ped at the caftle, “ for then they will be rid_of the affair, and. 
may fay they have done all in their power.” While Mr. Roteh ' 
‘is abfent, the fpeakers in the meeting keep the people together i 
by engaging their attention till he returns, which is before fix 
o'clock, when he informs the body, that upon applying to the " 
governor ior a pafs, he received tor anfwer, ‘* I cannot give | 
you a pals confittent with the laws and my duty to the king un-* 
tefs the veflel is properly qualified from_ the cuftom-houfe.”— ! 
Upon this there 1s a great deal of difputing, when a perfon dif-' 
gutfed like an Indian, gives the war-whoop in the front gallery,’ 
where there are few if any befides himfel?. Upon this fignal it! 
75 moved and voted that the meeting be immediately difolvesay 
The people crowd eut and run in numbers to Griffin’s wharf, 
At the fame inflant, a number of perfons, chiefly mafters of vef-" 
fels and fhip-builders from the north end of the town, about fe-4 
venteen | 
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venteen, though ices to be many more as they run along, 
crofs Fort-Hill, dreffed as Indians; and repair to the tea fhips; 
‘and in about two hours hoift out of them and break open 342, 
chefts of tea, and difcharge their contents into the falt water.— 
‘They are not in the leaft molefted. The multitude of {pectators 
upon and about the wharf, ferves as a covering party. The 
whole bufinefs is conduéted with very little tumult, and no da- 
mage done to.the veflels or any other property ; when finilhed, 
the people return quietly to their own towns and habitations. 

Prior to the deftruétion of the tea, captain Loring in a brig, 
being the fourth and laft veffel'on the Eaft-India Company’s ac- 
‘count, was caft afhore at Cape Cod; and what tea was faved 
has been conveyed to the caitle. 

The arrival of the tea fhips firft at Bofton, the confignees re- 
fufing to refign, though they had the example of others to in- 
duce them, and the governor’s refolution to pay no regard to 
the voice of the public, brought on the deftru€tion of the tea. 
The fons of liberty were fenfible, that 1f it was landed and flor- 
ed, it would fome how or other obtain a fale ; and that the vir- 
tue of the people, to decline buying and ufing a commodity to 
which they were fo attached from love and habit, was too pre- 
carious a ground on which to rifk the falvation of their country. 
They have been obliged, but with the utmoft reluétance, to venture 
upon adefperate remedy. Many of their friends, who are not 
acquainted with circumflances, or do not attend to them, may 
be ready to cenfure them feverely. But had the tea been land- 
ed, the union of the colonies in oppofing the minifterial {chemes 
would have been diffolved ; and it would have been, extremely 
difficult ever after to have refiored it. The fulfilment of their 
folemn declaration, that the tea fhould not be janded, though 
in a way which would not have been chofen had any other ef- 
fe€tual one offered, has fecured them the good opinion and con- 
idence of their co-patriots in other parts. The governor has 
that influence with the confignees, that he could undoubtedly 
have prevailed on them to refign ; but he has encouraged them 
‘to the contrary : and therefore wha‘ he has written, “ It has 
been abfolutely out of my power to prevent the defiruétion of 
the tea, without conceding to the unreafonable demands of a 
lawlefs fet of men, and thereby giving government up and ren- 
dering myfelf obnoxious to my fovereign,” will fcarce be admit- 
ted as a fufficient juftification. Sovereigns themfelves, upon 
fpecial emergencies, wifely give place to the opinions and wiihes 
of their fubjeGts ; but are often difgraced and forced into diffi- 
culties, through the want of like wifdom in their reprefentatives. 
Tiad the governor given a pafs for the fhip in the Pe in- 
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ftance, he would not have been viewed by confiderate perfons, 
as breaking either the laws or his oath. Cafes offer, when fa- 
tute laws and oaths of office are required to give place to the 
fapreme law of fociety, the fafety of the community. Had he 
looked back to the time of the ftamp-att, he would probably have 
found many precedents of {hips having permits from his prede- 
cefforin office, Sir Francis Bernard, to pafs the calltle without 
being duly qualified for want of ftlamps ; and yet the granting 
them did not render Sir Francis obnoxious. to his fovereign— 
But the truth was, Mr. yee, Ga repeatedly urged govern- 
ment at home to be firm and perfévering ; this was a favorite 
topic on which he was often infifting; he himfelf therefore 
could not think of yielding : and then he would not believe that 
the people were determined at all adventures to perfect their en~ 
gagements ; but expected that when the critical moment came, 
they would defit. Whereas when that moment came, and the 
tea on board the Dartmouth, captain Hall, was in danger of be | 
ing feized and fecured by the cuflom-houfe officers, who might’ 
have been fupported by admiral Montague, the fons of liberty | 
projefted the deftruétion of it in the manner above related : and 
in order to make fhort work of the whole bufinefs, and prevent || 
their repeating the preceding formahties, they did not confine. | 
their operations to the tea on board the Dartmouth, but extend 
ed them to the teas brought in afterward by captains Bruce , 
and Coffin. mi 

Some expefi that the deftruGiion of the tea will iffae in the’ ! 
deftruétion of the charter, which will make the inhabitants of | 
the colony furious beyond expreifion. One gentleman, appre- , 
henfive of the fatal confequences that will follow upon the par- 
liament’s meddling with the charter, the great darling of the 

people, has written freely and fully upon the fubjeét to his cor- , 
refpondent, an influential member in the houfe. Another, be- 
ing defirous of learning the real fentiments of the more moderate 

party, and of fich as have not plunged themfelves into the poli- | 

tics of the day, has converfed with feveral of them ; but has | 
difcovered in them the warmeft indignation and the higheft re- ; 
fentment at the thought of being deprived of their charter. A | 
major in the militia (whom Mr. Hutchinfon honored with the 
cozamiflion, for his good conduct as foreman of the jury on the 
irial of the foldiers for killing the perfons on the 5th of March, | 
177¢) told him, “ Sir, you know that Iam a friend to govern | 
ment and wifh to fupport it; but if there is an attempt to take 
away our charter, I will fight up to my knees in blood in de- | 
fence of 1.” “The gentleman has perceived fuch a f{pirit to pre- 
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dominate among all the people, that he has judged it right to , 
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communicate his knowledge to Sir Francis Bernard, and to ac. 
quaint with his apprehenfions as to the fatal confequences which 
will follow upon the adoption of violent meafures. He has 
written alfo to another friend upon the fubjeét, in hope that the 
intelligence will get to the miniftry, and prove beneficial to the 
pad by preventing harfh proceedings. At Charlefton the 
Carolinians have unloaded the tea, and ftored itin cellars, where 
it cannot be ufed, aad where it will finally perifh. 

Let me pafs from hence to relate the doings of the Maffachu. 
fettts aflembly refpetting the judges, which you will probably 
pronounce intemperate, 

_. The houfe being informed, that each of the judges refufed to 
‘ake more than one half of the fum. granted them the laff year, 
which they confidered as implying on the part of the judges, a 
letermination to accept of their fupport from the crown, refolv- 
pd, “ That it is the incumbent duty of the judges explicitly to 
leclare, whether they are determined to receive the grants of 
he general aflembly or to accept of their fupport from the crown; 
Prd their delaying any longer to let the public know their de- 
ermmation, will difcover that they have little or no regard for 
he peace and welfare of the province: and in fuch cafe it will 
pe the indifpenfable duty of the commons of this province to 
mpeach them before the governor and council. . Four of the 
judges, in the beginning of February, 1774, acquainted the 
oufe they had received their whole falary granted them by the 
eneral court, and not any part of the grant made by the crown, 
nd that they were determined fill to receive the grants of the 
eneral affembly ; which was pronounced latisfattory. But the 
nef juttice, Peter Oliver, efg; fent them a letter [ Feb. 9.] ins 
orming them, That fince being upon the bench feventeen years, 
e had fuffered above three thoufand pounds Hterling ; that he 
ad been encouraged not to refign with the hope of a fupport, 
jjut had never been relieved ; that he had taken his majelty’s 
rant from the 5th of July, 1772, to the 5th of January, 1774, 
hd that without his majelty’s leave he dare not refufe it. 
[Feb. 11.]| The houfe refolved, “ That Peter Oliver hath, 
y his conduet, proved himfelf an enemy to the conflitution of 
is province, and is become juftly obnoxious to the good people 
‘it; that he ought to be removed from the office of chief jul- 
re ; and that aremonitrance and petition to the governor and 
uneil for his immediate removal be prepared” —yeas 96—- 
AY SQ 
| Feb. 24.] The houfe propofed to exhibit articles of impeach- 
ent, in their own name and the name of all the inhabitants of 
€ province, againft the chief juftice, His excellency an? 
tec 
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ted, to the proceedings of the houfe as unconftitutional ; for |’ 
‘which reafon he could not give them any countenance. ah 
[March 1.| They prepared articles of high crimes and mif- |" 
demeanors againit the chief juftice, to prefent to his excellency }/ 
and the council, in which they faid, “ The falary and hopes off’ 
augmentation muft have the effect of a continual bribe, and ex-|/ 
oie him to a violation of his oath. His accepting hath betray- t 
ed the bafenefs of his heart and the inft of covetoufnefs, in breach} 
of his engagements to rely folely on the grants of the affembly, |‘ 
neceflarily implied and -avolved in his accepting faid office. Byj_ 
receiving a grant out of the revenue unjuitly extorted from the} 
American colonies, he hath, as far as lay in his power, put aj 
fanGtion on and eftablifhed the {aid revenue, counter-atted the} 
reafonable petitions of the people to his majefty, and in defiancel! 
of the known fenfe of the body of this people, hath wickedly en 
deavoured to increafe the difcontent and jealoufies of this people! 
and the grievance aforementioned.” 1 at 
[ March g.| Itwas refolved, ‘“ That the houfe have done all’ 
that in the capacity of reprefentatives can be done for the remoy 
al of Peter Oliver; and it muft be prefumed, that the gover+ 
nor’s refufing to take any meafures therein is becaufe he alfo re-' 
ceives his f{upport from the crown.” oh 
It is not to be thought, that the leading gentlemen in thefe’ 
proceedings expetted to obtain the removal of the chief juftice | 
but by the help of them, they rendered him and the governo 4 
more and more obnoxious to the body of the people ; added tc’ 
the dignity and importance of the houfe in the eyes of the re'| 
prefentatives, by placing them upon an apparent level with thi 
houfe of commons in Britain ; and preferved the general animo | 
fity again minifterial meafures from falling into a decline. 
The real, genuine fentiments of the protefled patriots may bi 
defired ; let me therefore mention, that thefe are divided in will! 
and opinion. ‘The great body of them through the feveral colo. 
nies, and even in this, aim at no more than the removal of ‘a. 
the innovations fince the expiration of the war. ‘They want q 
have matters revert back to the {tate in which they were when th. 
peace commenced; and to be fxed in that fate. ‘They wifh mo | 
ardently to continue ‘nm union with Great-Britain ; and abhc| 
the thought of a feparation. They judge that it would be ney 
ther fafe nor beneficial ; that it is infinitely more eligible to hav 
the protection of the mother country, and to remain under h« 
fhadow ; and that no greater happinels can be enjoyed by ther, 
than a thorough reftoration of harmony and affection betweg 
them and the parent flate, fo as to obliterate the remembrance‘ 


all paft animofity. But there ate a few in this colony who hank’, 
all 
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after independency, and will be likely to bend their whole influ- 
ence for the obtaining of it, whenever there is the leaft opening 
to encourage their efforts.’ At the head of thefe we mutt place 
| Mr. Samuel Adams, who has long fince faid in {mall confidential 
| companies—‘*. The country {hall be independent, and we will be 
|) fatished with nothing fhort of it.” At one time his influence was 

imall, owing to defefts in. pecuniary matters, efpecially as col- 
\ieétor of the taxes for Bofton, in which office he ferved for years. 
He was accountable to the town for between one and two thou- 
fand pounds; but a great part of it had never been gathered. 


What with not prefling the payment of the taxes in time, as is 

ltooigeneralty the cafe ; not calling when the money happened to 
be ready and-other cafualties, no inconfiderable fum was lo,t. 
His necefhties. probably (for he appears to be additted to no ex- 
Jtravagances) urged him to fupply himfelf, time after time, from 
the cafh im hand, without attending to the accumulation of the 
balance againft him, till called upon to fettle. The town had 
everal meetings upon the bufinels; at length, by the exertion 
ijof his friends, «a majority was obtained for the relinguifhment 
of| the demand upon him. Since his firft eleGion into the houfe 
an 1765, his influence has been gradually increafing, until he has 
obtained a great afcendency in dire€ting the town of Bolton, and 
jthe houfe of reprefentatives, and confequently the council. His 
Pes and policy will fofter the idea. of independency, by. the 
aids of thofe very feverities the miniflry may adopt, in order to 
compel the colonies into a fubmiffion to parliamentary authority 


In all cafes whatever. 


Bite a ee ieee ee 


: - London, Fuly 2, 1774. 


) | HE letters fent over to the Maflachufetts by Dr. Franklin, 
have produced a duel between Mr. Whateley, the banker, 
rother to the late fecretary to the treafury, and John Temple, efa; 
2 which the former was dangeroufly wounded. This has led 
jhe doétor to inform the public, that both the gentlemen are to- 
ally ignorant and innocent, as to the tranfa@tion and its circum- 
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tances about which they fought. He declares that he alone was | 
the perfon who obiained and tranfmitted to Bofton the letters im | 
queflion, and fays-—" Mr. W. could not communicate them, | 
pecaufe they were never in his poffefiion 5 and for the fame rea- | 
fon they could not be taken from him by:Mr.T.” ‘The doétor | 
juitifies his own conduét, and concludes with telling the world, | 
he “ thought it his duty to tranfmit them to his conflituents.” 
But if they were fent over to be communicated to a few confi. | 
dential gentlemen only, inflead of being addreffed to the {peaker |, 
ot the alfembly, or one of the committee appointed to corre. | 
fpond with him, with orders to lay them before the houfe, how 
were they tranfinzted to his conflituents 2 There is fomething myf} 
rerious in this bufinefs, which it 1s apprehended will not bear a} 
difcovery at prefent. It is fufpetted that the letters were procur-} 
ed out of fome public office ; and that Mr. Temple is not fo per-| 
felly ignorant of all circumitances as the doctor's language feems|, 
to exprefs. a 
[ Jan. 20, 1774.| The merits of the petition, prefented fome' 
ime ago by the doctor as agent for the Maffachufetts, praying), 
for the removal of the governor, came on to be heard before the 
privy council. It 1s reported, that Mr. W. , wandering) 
from the quefiion before their lordfhips, poured forth fuch a tor | 
rent of virulent abufe on Dr. Franklin as {carce ever before took 
place in judicial proceedings. His reproaches appear me) 
prefent to be incompatible with the principles of law, truth, jul, 
rice, propriety and humanity. And it was thought it would have, 
redounded more to the honor of their lordfhips, had they feemed, 
ro enjoy, lefs the lathes which the do€tor underwent ; and had, 
they exprefied their diflatisfaction -by reducing the orator to the 
remembrance of the exalted charaéters before whom he utterec, 
fauch language. ‘The petition was difmiffed, and the doctor 1 
difplaced from the office of. deputy poft-maiter general for the 
colonies. The philofopher may recollect in fome future day the 
Wherties taken with him before the privy council on the twenty, 
ninth of January, and take amplé revenge on Britifh minifter, 
and courtiers. oa 
[ March 7.| A meflage from his majefty, on account of th 
late difturbances in America, was prefented to both honfes. Par, 
ticular mention was made of the outrage committed by the peo, 
ple at Boiton. Matters are now brought to a crifis, and rninil 
try are bent upon vigorous, fpirited meafures. To prevent op} 
pofition from the merchants, the public papers were filled wit, 
writings on the fubje€t, which painted the mifconduét of the cc, 
jonies im the flrongeft colours, and urged in particular the impo. 
fibility of the future exiflence’ gf any trade to America, if th, 
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[| Mar. 14.] Leave was given to bring in a bill “ for the im, 
mediate removal of the officers concerned in the colleétion of 


Jeharging, lading and thipping of goods, wares and merchandifes, 
Jat Bofton or within the harbour thereof. At the firft introduéti- 
jon of the bill it was received with general applaufe. Mr. Bolan, 
however, petitioned to be heard for the Maffachufetts council, 
Jand in behalf of himfelf, and other inhabitants of Bofton. The 
commons refuled to admit his petition, though a tew days back 
\they had received one from him as agent for the council. The 
Words were actually hearing him on a petition, as a perfon duly 
NWqualified. On the third reading of the bill, another petition was 
prefented in the name of feveral natives and inhabitanis of North- 
America ; which infifled ftrongly on the injultice of the aét, and 
its tendency to alienate the affections of America; and exprefsly 
leclared, that the attachment of America could not long furvive 
he juftice of Great-Britain. The minbrity members maintained, 
yhat the bill flood fimply as a profeription of one of the createlt 
tading towns in the Britifh dominions from the ufe of their port, 
and from all the commerce by which thoufands obtained their 
ipread.  ‘* Have we not (fay they) given an extent of power to 
his majefly to prevent the port of Bofton from ever being rein- 
Jiated, if the king fhould think proper? A fine is laid; the trade 
{5 prohibited until it is paid ; and when the fine is paid, the town 
may be as far from recovering her trade as ever. The a& pro- 
“ides, that the crown mutt have fatisfa€tion, and that the laws of 
rade and revenue {hall be obeyed. There isa flingin this. The 
“4 under pretence of an indemnity to the Eaft-India Company, 
$ meant to enforce the fubmiffion to taxes. America will fee 
‘Jhis; and the caufe of Bofton will be made the caufe of all the 
olomies. They are all as guilty as Bofton. Not one has recciy- 
pd the tea: fome have deftroyed it, others fent it back.” Bue 
Ml oppofition was inefleétual ; for the projected meafures of go. 
vernment 


the cuftoms from Bofton, and to difcontinue the landing and dif. 
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—-vernment were immutable. The bill paffed ; and was carried up 
to the houle of lords, where it was warmly debated, but, as in the | 
houfe of commons, pafled without a divilion. . ‘4 

[March g1.] It received the royal aflent. 4 

The Bofton port-bill formed only one part of the coercive plan 
propofed by minifiry. A bul was foon brought in for ‘* the bet- )) 
ier regulating the government of the Maffachufetts-bay.” The }| 
purport of it was, to alter the conftitution of the province, to 
take the whole executive power out ot the hands of the demo- |( 
cratic part, and te vett the nomination of ,countellors, judges }/ 
and magiftrates of all-kinds, including fheriffs, tn the crown, and, | 
in fome cafes in the king’s governor, and all to be removable at }! 
the pleafure of the crown. | righ Pie yi 

tn the debates it was afked of miniftry, whether the colonies |’ 

already regulated nearly in the manner propoted by ihe bill, were: t! 

‘more {ubmiflive to the right of taxation than the Maffachufetts.,): 
Tt was juitly argued, the diforder lay much deeper than the forms |! 
of government; that the people throughout the continent were |! 

-univerfally diffatisted ; and that the uneafinefs and refiftance was 
no lefs in the royal governments than in any other. ‘Mr. Bate 
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again made an effort in favor of his provinces but the commons) 
refufed to receive his petition. The minifiry having carried the! 
preceding bul, prepared another, without which, was faid,|: 
the {cheme would be entirely defective. | aa 
[April 2 1.| Lord North prefented the third bill ‘* for. the: 
impartial adminiftration of juftice in the cafes of perfons quelti- 
oned for any afts done by them sn the execution of the law, or 
for the fuppreflion of riots and tumults in the Maffachufetts-bay. 
‘This bill provided, that in’ cafe any perfon was indiéted in that’ 
province for murder, or any other capital offence, and it {hould! 
appear to the governor that the faét was committed in the exercile| 
or aid of magiftracy, 1n fupprefling tumulis and riots, and’ that! 
» fair trial conld not be had in the province, he fhould fend the: 
perfon fo indicted, &c. to any other colony, or to Great-Britam 
io be tried. ‘Vhe charge on both fides was to be paid out of the! 
cufoms. The minority oppoled this bill with great vehemente ’ 
They infifted that having no fort of reafon for impeaching the tri) 
bunals of America, the real intention was to fet up a military go: 
ywernment, and to provide 4 virtual indemnity for all the murder! 
and capital outrages which might be committed by the barbaron\| 
hands of authority. From the umpoflibility of profecuting in Grea! 
Brita, they flrenuoutly maintained that this was holding ou’ 
encouragement for afl kinds of lawleis violence. Colonel Bar|) 
e's fpeech upon the, occalion commanded the attention ef the 
whole koule, and cloied admirably, with “ You have change:| 
you 
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jyour ground. You are becoming |the, aggreiiors,\and) offerins 
‘che lait of human ousxages to the people of Amenca, by fubjeci” 
ing them in effect, to military execution. . Initead a: Jonding 
them the olive branich, jyou have fent the naked fword.. .By ‘the 
olive branch, I mean a repeal of all the late laws, fruiilets toyou' 
and oppreffive to them. AJk their aid in ‘a conflitunenal man- 
Her, and they will give it to the utmoft of their ability. They 
‘never. yet refufed it, when properly required. Your journals. 
bear the recorded acknowledgments of zeal with which they have: 
contributed to the. general. neceflities ofthe flate. What mad-' 
ne(s is it that) prompts you to attempt obtaining that by force, 
which you may more certainly procure by requilition. They may 

be flattered into any thing, but they are too much like yourfelves 
ito be driven. Have fome indulgence for your own likenefs ; rew! 
{pet their fturdy Englifh virtue; retract your odious exertions of 
: authority; and remember that the firit flep toward making them 
Jeontribute to your wants, is to reconcile them to your govern: 
ment.” | | | : 

||. The, publications of the day quote an old member rarely in, 
Joppofition, as having clofed his fpeech with thefe remarkable 
\words-—‘ I will now take my leave of the whole plan.» You 
will commence your ruin from, this day. Iam forry to fay, 
that not only the houfe has falien into this. error, but the people 


s 


approve of the meafure.- The people, I am forry to fay it, are’ 


Vmifled.. Buta fhort time will prove the evil tendency. of this 
Vbill. If ever there was a nation running head long into ruin it 
jis this.” It is much queftioned by many whether the member 

did not miftake in faying—The people.» The. fame natives of 
America, who petitioned againft the Botton. port-bill | May 2.] 
renewed their endeavours by a petition againiirthefe two bills — 
It was pointed with an uncommon energy and {pirit; and flrong- 
ly indicated the effecis that thefe bills would produce in the place 
where they were intended to operate, It was admitted to lie 
onthe table, and had no other notice taken of it. nA 
| Both bills were oppofed in the houfe ot lords, and the mino- 
|) tity entered on each a very itrong proteft. » On both however in 
each houfe, the number .of the minority continued all along 
very low and inadequate, Mr. Bollan apphed for a hearing m 
the houfe of lords upon the laft bill, but was. refufed. He has 
fiood up in defence of the rights and liberties of the Matlachu- 
fetts when no other of the numerous advocates of the coloniés, 
eut. of parliament/ have appeared to check the torrent of the 
Inoit grievous proceedings againft them, in like manner, by 
j their learning and fortitude. 


Upon 
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Upon the firft of the two bills, the protefting lords Richmond, | 
Portland, Avingdon, King, Effingham, Ponfonby, ‘Rockingham| 


Abergavenny, Leinfier, Craven and Fetzwillram, diffented amon 


other reafons, “ becaufe defininve legal offence, by which a |’ 


forfeiture of the charter is incurred, has not been clearly ftated [| 
and fully proved neither has notice of this adverfe proceeding |} 
been given to the parties affected; neither have they been heard] 
in their own defence—becaufe all the judges are to be nominated | 
not by the crown, but by the governor; and all, except the 
judges of the fuperior court, are to be removable at his pleafure, | 
and exprefsly without the confent of that very council, which is} 
to be nominated by the king; the {heriffis made changeable by| 
the governor and council, as oftenand for fuch purpofes as they thall}. 


think, expedient, whereby the governor and council are intrufted 


with powers, with which the Britifh conftitution has not trufted 
his majefty and privy council, and have the means of returning h 
fuch a jury in each particular caufe, as may beft fuit with the}, 
gratification of their paffions and interefls, fo that the lives and) 
properties of the fubje¢t are put into their hands without con-| 


i 
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trol.” The protefting lords took occafion to mention’ concern-|, 
ing the Bofton port-aét, “* that, unexampled on the records of | 
parliament, it had been entered on the journals of the houfe as), 
voted, nemne diffentiente, and had been ftated in the debate of 
the day, to have been fent to the colonies, as pafled without a dix! 
vifion in either houfe, and therefore as conveying the uncon- |. 


troverted univerfal fenfe of the nation: and that an unfair ad- 
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vantage had been taken, on the final queftion for pafling the pe- 
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nal bill, of the abfence of thofe lords, who had debated it for. 


feveral hours, and ilrongly diffented from it on the fecond read-, 


C 


of a bill.” 


On the fecond bill, the protefting lords Rachmond, Fitvuah | 


liam, Ponfonby, Rockingham, Portland, Craven, Leifier, and, 
Manchefter, diffented among other reafons, “ becaufe the bill: 
amounts to a declaration, that the houfe knows no means of re- | 
taining the colonies in due obedience, but by an army rendered) 
independent of the ordinary courfe of law in the place where 
they are employed ; becaufe the bill feems to be one of the ma-, 
ny experiments toward an introduction of effential innovations 
into the government of the empire.” They faid, “ The autho-_ 


rity given by this bill to compel the tranfportation from Ameri- | 


ca to Great Britain, if any number of witneffes at the pleafure of, 


the parties profecuting and profecuted, without any regard toy, 
their age, fex, health, circumftances, bufinefs or duties, feems | 
to us fo extravagant in its principle, and fo impra€ticable in its 

executi@n, | 


ing, the period on which it is moft ufual to debate the principle: 
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execution, as to confirm us further in our opinion of the [pirit 
which animates the whole pean of the prefent American re- 
gulations. » 

[ May A Aa majelty gave his affent to both bills. 

‘The feflicn was drawing near to the ufual time of recefs, and 
| the greater number of the members were retired into the coun- 
try. In this fituation a bill was brought 1 into the houfe of lords, 
“For making more effe€tual provifion for the government of 
the province lok Quebec 3 in North-America.” It palled through 
that houfe with little if any obfervation. When it came nie 
to the houfe of commons, it met with a very different reception. 
The principal objects of the bill were, to afcertain the limits of 
the province, which were extended far beyond what were fettled 
as fuch by the king’s proclamation of 1763—to form a legiflative 
council for all the affairs of the province, except taxation, which 
council was to be appointed by the crown, and the Biehl to be 
held during pleafure,; and his majefty’s remraee nas Roman Catho- 
lic fubjests were to be entitled to a place in it—to ellablith the 
‘French laws and a trial without jury in civil cafes, and the En- 
glith laws, with trial by jury in. criminal—and to fecure to, the 

ee Pholic Clergy, except the regulars, the legal enjoy- 
Jment of their eftates, and of their tythes from all who were of 
their own religion, - The minority infifted, that the Proteftant 
‘religion by this eftablifhment. enjoyed at bell no more than a to- 
jleration. ‘ The popilh clergy,’ they faid, ‘ have a legal par- 
: hamentary right to maintenance, the proteftant clergy are left 
jto the king’s sdifcretion. Why are not both put at ‘leaft on an 
equal footing, and_a legal Mppers provided for both ?’? The mino- 
rity was uncommonly {mall ; neverthelefs, the bill produced 
! ae greater uneafinefs and difcontent out of doors, than any of 

hofe for punifhing the old colonies. The prefent policy of it 
18, among other things, to gain, through the influence of the 
priefts, the afliffance ich the laity in fubjugating the other pro- 
vinces. 

[June 22.] It received the royal affent, when his majefly 
‘Went to the houfe, at the clofe of the fiona the bufineis of 
which being Baded: the miniftry entertained die moft fanguine 
expectations, that the fubmiffion throughout America would be 
mmediate, and that complete obedience and tranquillity would 
pe fecured. The {peech trom the throne expreffed fimilar fen- 
“iments. The triumphs and mutual congratulations of all who 
|jave fupported the minifterial plan, within doors and without, 
}preunufually great. ‘Thefe may be: owing, not a little, to the 
[ibrance that governor Hutchinfon has repeatedly given to ma- 
‘ay, that if the parliament would but a&@ with refolution, and 
adopt 
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‘adopt fpirited ’meafures, ‘a’ {peedy fubmiflion’ would take place 
‘without any‘ call tor fighting, ~~~ OL Bhd, QTE BO 
By the Quebec att, the total revenue of the province is'con. 
digned, in the -firft inftance, ‘to @ warrant ‘from: the Jord- of the 
treafiry; for the purpofé of penfioning judges during pleafure, 
‘atid the fuppoxt of a civil lifttotally unlimited... ‘The firft lord of 
the‘treafury, without: control ‘of parliament)! is’ therefore in ac 
tial pofféfion of the revenues of one American province, under 
the authority of an att of ‘parlrament, with no) other obligation 
expreffed,*than in general to' defray the expences'of the admin | 
fration Gf juflice, and to’ fipport ‘civil government. The “ref | 
due, asin the tea-att, 18 to be referved for’the, difpofal of parhia- 
‘ment, ’ The government of Quebee is, in truta,’ a: legal parliat 
mentary defpotifm committed’ into'the hands ofthe crowu and 
its minifter; for the crown of Great-Britain) 1s conftituted as 
abfolutein the province,’ undér an att of parliament,°as any’ de: 
fpot that ever exifted in thé world. | Hence: is inferred what. 
‘minifters would do through’ all America, ‘didthey potiefs: the 
power.* . ee at Beis AON, Bo Ni AO | 
~ Your prefent governor, general Gage, has been’ appointed as | 
the moft proper perfon’ to fee to the execution of the daws, 
which have been paffed refpetting both the colony and its ‘capi 
tal: when he has fettled matters, and eftabluhed order and due 
fubmiffion to the power of parliament, Mr. Hutchinfon is to 
return and refume the chair. The lait, fince ‘his arrival, has 
-been gracioufly received: his influence with miniftry will 
continue, till events convince them that they have been greatly 
miflaken in relying upon\his judgment on American fubjects— 4 
A commiffion during pleafure has paffed the great feal, granting” 
to general Gage full power and authority, where he -thall fee 
caufe, to pardon and remit all treafons, murders, felonies, crimes \§ 
and mifdemeanors whatfoever, and all fines or penalties what  ) 
foever incurred in the Matfachufetts. PALES i 


* Mr. Hartley. 
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: | Roxbury, Sept. 28, 177 4 


: i ‘HE appointment of general Gage to the government was 
not thought of by Mr. Hutchinfon. He expetted to have 


was rather difconcerted when he found it to be otherwife. Be. 
fore he left the colony, he was prefented with a few addreffes ; 
one by a number of gentlemen, conceived in very ref{peétiul 
terms, but againft which many others entered a proteft, Had 
he applied himfelf vigoroufly and iteadily, to the healing of che 
breach between the colonies and the pareut ftate, inftead of cal. 
ling upon miniftry to force fubmiffion, he would have been a 
blefling, and had the love of all; but now it will be well, if he 
does not prove a curfe to both countries, and make himfelf odix 
_ ous to the latelt pofterity. 

— [May 13.] When general Gage landed on the long wharf, 
it was thought from appearances, that he had apprehenfions of 
being ill-treated by the inhabitants ; but though they were hi gh- 
ly incenfed at the port-bill, which they had juli received, they 


| behaved toward him with the sreatelt decency. He wes com- 


plimented by the council, the gentlemen in the commiffion of 


_ the peace, and others, and afterward {umptuoully entertained. 


The next day there was a numerous town-meeting to confider 
the port-bill; when they refolved, “ That it is the opinion of 
this town, that if the other colonies come into a joint refolution 
to {top all importation from and exportation to Great-Britain, 
and every part of the Weft-Indies, till the at be repealed, .the 
Jame will prove the falvation of North-America «and her liber. 
ties; and that the impolicy, injuttice, inhumanity and cruelty 
of the act, exceed all our powers of expreflion : We therefore 
Jeave it to the juft cenfure of others, and appeal to God and the 


| World.” “Copies of the a€t arrived in different parts; were mul- 


tiplied with incredible expedition ; and circulated through the’ 
colonies, by which the whole country was inflamed, In fome 
‘places they were printed upon mourning paper with a black 
border, and cried about the dtreets under the title of a barbarous, 
cruel, bloody and inhuman murder : in others, great bodies of 
the people were called together . by advertilement, and the ob- 
noxious law burned with great {olemnity, fimilar to what was 


}done in the time of the itamp-aét. 


When the Bolton port-bill arrived at New-York captains 
Sears and M‘Dougall wrote to thecommitiee at Bofton, affur- 
ing them of the fupport of the New-Yorkers. The letter was 


\Wor.! it publifhed’ 


been intrufted with the execution of the rninifterial plan ; and . 
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publifhed without their names. The Yorkers would have fixed 
a cenfure upon them, but could get no proof of their being the 
writers. Captains Sears and M‘Dougall called the people toge- 
ther by a publication. They colle€ted, and after a violent op- 
pofition from the tories, who had brought their whole ftrength 
upon the occafion, a vete was obtained for appointing a commit. 
tee on account of the port-bill, which was to confift of fifty-one. 
The tories fearing the worlt, had provided a lift; but all lifts 


were taken off the table at Mr. Sears’s motion, when nominati- 


ons took place, and the number of whigs and tories was nearly " 
equal. Mr. Sears got another added, which made the commit- - 
tee fifty-two. The whigs-in it infifted that there muift be a con- ° 
arefs. The violence of Captain Sears’s temper, and his influ- 
ence over the populace, induced the tories to fall in with the ¢ 
propofal of one, rather than be expofed to the dangers of a mob; 
but they expected that they fhould prevent it. A letter was fent. 
to the Bofton committee, with a recommendation to them to 
appoint time andplace. ‘They approved of a congrefs, but de- | 
clined making the appointments. The York committee confider-_ 

ed the anfwer ; and it was carried, to write to them afrefh upon 
the fubjeft. The tories were caught, for having agreed to the 

motion for a congrefs, they could not hinder it, by all their con- 

trivances. You muft admit of my ufing for brevity fake, the 
terms whig and tory for the pro’s and con’s om the fubjeét of. 

full redrefs to American grievances. ‘When better can be met 
with, they fhall be adopted: but they are umtverfally applied in 
this manner by the liberty party. ; | | 

The Bofton committee of correfpondence were fenfible, that 
the utmoft delicacy and precaution, in the ufe of words and ex- 
preflions, were requifite in the prefent flate of affairs; that fo | 
their enemies might not difappoint them of that fupport, for _ 
which they wefe to make a general application to all the colo- 
nifls, atid whom they addreffled on the head of the port-bill, and | 
the diftreffes coming upon the inhabitants, with the utmoft re-_ | 
fpe€t: they were careful to infert in all their letters, “ It is. 
hoped that Bofton will be confidered as /uffering in the common 
caufe.” ee : 

While thefe letters were circulating, the period arrived for 
the mectitig of a new general court, which affembled at Bofton, 
| May 25.| when the fervices of the ele€tion-day were carried | 
on as ufual; but the hearts of many felt fed with the apprehen- _ 
fion that it would be the laff of the kind. Their forebodings _ 
were increafed, by the number and characters of the elected | 
counfellors whom governor Gage negatived, not lefs than thir- 
teen. He laid nothing before the court more than the common 

; bufinels 
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bufinefs of the province ; but gave them notice of their removal 
to Salem on the firftof June in purfuance of the a. Learning 
that the houfe of affembly, to evade removing, were hattening 
_ through the neceflary bufinefs, with the greatell expedition, he 

adjourned the general’ court to the feventh of June, then to 
_ meet at Salem. Before that day, the inhabitants of feveral towns 
_ and cities, in different parts of the continent, concurred in ex. 
_ prefling the greateft difapprobation of the meafures purfued 
_ againit Bofton, an abhorrence of the new act, and a condem- 
nation of the principles on which it was founded, with a refolu.- 
tion to oppole.its effeéts in every manner, and to fupport their 
diftrefled brethren, who were to be the immediate viétims. At 
Philadelphia a fubfcription was fet on foot for the fupport of 

{uch poor inhabitants of Bofton as thould be deprived of the 
means of {ubfiftence by the operation of the a@, The Virginia 
houfe of burgefles appointed the firft of June to be fet apart as a 
day of fafting and humiliation, devoutly to implore the divine 
Interpofition, for averting the heavy calamity which threatened 


deftruétion to their ‘civil rights, and the evils of acivil war sand 
tor giving one heart and one mind to the people, firmly to op- 
pole every injury to the American rights. This occafioned their 
diffoluiion, but before they feparated eighty-nine of the members 
entered into an affociation, in which they declared, “ That an 
attack made on one of our fifter colonies, to compel fubmiffion 
to arbitrary taxes, is an attack made on all Britith America, and, 
threatens ruin to the rights of all, unlefs the united wifdom of 
the whole be applied.” They recommended to the committee 
of correfpondence, to communicate with the feveral committees 
ofthe other provinces, on the expediency of appointing deputies 
from the different colonies, to meet annually in general congreis, 
to deliberate on thofe meafures, which the united intereits of 
America might from time to time require. 

)) [June 1.] Bufinefs was finithed at the cuftom-houfe in Bot 
ton at twelve o’clock at noon, and the harbour fhut up againft 
all veflels bound thither ; and after the fourteenth none were to 
pe allowed to-depart. The day was devoutly kept at Williamf- 
Jurgh 18 Virginia, as a day of fafting and humiliation. (.FEbere 
vas.a folemn paufe in the bufinefs of Philadelphia. If we ex- 
‘ept the Quakers, near nine-tenths of the citizens fhut up their 
1oufes ; and the bells were rung muffled all the day. It was 
bferved in other places as a day of mourning. | 

[June 7.] The Matfachufetts general court met at Salem ac. — 
ording to adjournment, and a committee was appointed to’con. 
ider and report the fate of the province.” Mr. Samuel ‘Adams 
bferved, that fome of the committee were for mild meafu we 
| whic 
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which he judged no way {uited to the prefent emergency. He 
conferred with Mr. Warren of Plymouth upon the neceflity of 
giving into fpirited meafures, and then faid, “ Do you keep the’ 
committce in play, and I will go and make a caucus* againit the: 
evening ; and do you meet me.” Mr: S. Adams fecured@a 
meeting of about five principal members of the houfe, at the: 
time fpecified ; and repeated his endeavours againft the next 
night ; and fo as to the third, when they were more than thirty : 
the friends of adminiftration knew nothing of the matter. The | 
popular leaders took the fenfe of the members in a private way, 
and found that they fhould be able to carry their {fcheme by a 
fufficient majority. They had. their whole plan compleated, _ 
prepared their refolves, and then determined upon bringing the 
bufinefs forward. But before they went upon it, the door-keep-- 
er was ordered to let no one whatfoever in, and no one was to 
go out : however, when the bufinefs opened, a minifterial mem- 
ber pleaded a call of nature, which is always regarded, and was 
allowed to go out. » He then ran to give information of what 
was doing; and a mellenger was difpatched to general Gage, 
who lived at fome diftance. The fecretary was fent off to dif. 
folve the general court ; found the door faitened ; knocked for 
entrance, but was anfwered, that the houfe was upon very mm. 
portant bufinefs, which when they had finifhed they would let | 
him in. Ashe could obtain no entrance, he read the proclama- 
tion upon the fteps leading to the reprefentatives’ chamber, in — 
the hearing of feveral members and others on the out-fide with | 
him, and immediately after in the council, thus diffolving the ge- © 
neral court. The houfe, while fitting with their-doors {hut, ap- |) 
pointed _ Thomas es Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Pain, 
James Bowdown, and John Adams, e{qrs. as their committee to 
4 
* The word caucus, andits derivative eaucufing, are often ufed in Botton. | 
‘Phe laft anfwers much to what we flile parliamenteering or electioneer- | 
ing. All my repeated applications to different eentlemen have not furnifh- 
edme with a fatisfactory account of the origin of caucus. It feems — to > 
mean, a number of perfens, whether more or Jefs, met together to con a 
fait vpen adopting and profecuting feme {cheme of policy, for carrying a 
favorite point. The word is not of hovel invention. More than fitty 
years ago, Mr Samuel Adams’s father, and twenty others, one or two |) 
{rom the north end of the town, where all the fhip bufinefs is carried, on, 
ufed to mee!, make a caucus, and lay their plan for introducing certain 
perfons into places of truft and power. When they had fettled it, they 
feparated, and ufed each their particular influence within his own circle. 
He and his friends would furnifh themfelves with ballots, including the 
nanies of the parties fixed upon, which they diftributed on the days of 
election. By acting in concert, together with a careful and extenfive di- || 
dtribution of ‘ballots, they generally carried the elections to their own 
mind. In like manner it wasg that My. Samuel Adams firft became a Te- 
prefentative for Boon, He 


meet | 
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meet other committees, that might be convened the firft of Sep- 
tember at Philadelphia, voted them five hundred pounds lawtul 


(feventy-five pounds fterling each) and chofe atreaturer. ‘They re- 


* 


commended alfo to the feveral towns and diftri€ts, the railing 
the faid fum, by equitable proportions, according to the lait 
provincial tax—a recommendation which had all the force of a 
jaw. It wasa triumph to many of the fons ef liberty to think 
that the houfe had out-generalled the governor. 

Sometime before the diffolution of the general court, near up- 
on three hundred citizens of Philadelphia met and appointed a 


- committee to write to Bofton. ‘Their letter was temperate and 


firm. ‘They acknowledged the difficulty of offering the inhabi- 
tants advice upon the. fad occafion that exiled; withed firlt to 
have the fenfe of the province in general; and obferved that 


all lenient applications for obtaining redrefs fhould be tried, be- 


fore recourfe was lad. to extremities. They remarked that it 
might perhaps be right to take the fenfe of a general congrefs, 
before the defperate meafure of putting an entire flop to com. 
merce was adopted; and that it might be right at any rate, to re- 
ferve that meafure as the laf refource when ail other means had 
failed. ‘They mentioned, that if the making of reflitution to 
the Eaft India company for their teas would put an end to the un- 
happy controveriy, and leave the people of Bolton upon their 
ancient footing of conititutional liberty, it could not admit of a 
moment’s doubt what part they fhould take; but they added, it 
was not the value of the tea, it was the indefealible right of giv- 
ing and granting their own money, a rgnt from which they 
could never recede, that was now the matter of confideration. 
The importance and neceflity of a general Congrefs was foon 


felt by every colony, fo that the meafure taken by the Maifa- 


chufetts was gradually adopted by the others. 

Maryland, whofe zeal in the caufe of liberty was ardent, had 
ameeting of the committees appointed by the feveral counties, 
at the city of Annapolis, who elected five deputies for that pro- 
vince, { June 25.| “ to attend a general congrefs, at fuch time 
and place as may be agreed on; to effect one general plan of con- 
duét, operating on the commercial connettion of the colonies 
with the mother country, for the relief of Bofton and prelervatt- 
on of American liberty.” : 

This meeting commenced three days before the eleCtion of de- 
puties ; and confidering the diftance of Salem from Annapolis, 
cannot be afcribed to the tranfaétion of the Maflachufetts ailem- 
bly on the feventeenth; befide, it appears froma the words at /uch 
time and place as may be agreed on, that the commuitees did not 
Know, that the Maffachufetts aflembly had mentioned the con- 
. vening 
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vening of a general congrefs on the firft of September at Phila- 
delphia. 

When the opinion of the BGofton town-meeting refpetting a 
joint refolution of the colonies to ftop all importation and ex- 
portation till the port-bill was repealed, arrived in South Caroli- 
na, it was reprefented toa number of the principal gentlemen in 
~ Charleftown. The mode propofed was thought to be of too 
much confequence to be adopted without the univerfal confent 
of the people. It was therefore determined to requeft a meeting 

f the inhabitants. That this might be as general as poflible, cir- 


cular letters were fent by exprefs to every parifh and diflriét 


within the colony, 


[ July 6.| A great number from almoft every part of South | 


Carolina met at Charleftown. The proceedings of parliament — 
againft Bofton and the Maflachufetts-bay were diftinétly related _ 
to this convention of the people; on which, without one dif- — 
fenting voice, they came into various refolutions. Among 
others they refolved, ‘« That five gentlemen be appointed depu- 
ties on the behalf of this colony, to meet the deputies of the fe- 
veral colonies in North America in general congrefs, to confider 
the a€t lately pafled, and bills depending in parliament, with | 

regard to the port of Bofton and province of Maflachufetts, alfo 
the grievances under which America labors, with full power and 


authority, in behalf of us and our conitituents,to concert,and ef- sf 
fectually to profecute, fuch legal meafures (by which we for our. — ; 


felves and them moft folemnly engage to abide) as in the opinion © 
of the faid deputies, and of the deputies fo to be allembled, fhall 
be moft likely to obtain a repeal of the faid a€ts, and a redrefs 
of thefe grievances.” —That, while the oppreffive att relative to 
Bofton are enforced, we will cheerfully, from time to time, con- 
tribute toward the relief of fuch perfons there, whofe unfortunate 
circumftances may be thought to ftand in need of moft affilt- 
ance :’”’—‘* That a committee of ninety-nine perfons be now ap- 
pointed, to aét as a general committee, to correfpond with the 
committees of the other colonies, and to do all matters and things 
neceflary to carry the refolutions into execution; and that any 


twenty-one of them met together, may proceed on bufinefs—_ 
their power to continue till the next general meeting.” 

The appointment of the above mentioned deputies was recog- 
‘nized, ratified and confirmed by the houfe of affembly, at their 
next feffion, on the fecond of Auguft. | 

The Conneéticut houfe of reprefentatives, in expe@lation of 
the event during their recefs, empowered a committee of nine, in 
_ cafe a congrefs of commif{fioners from the feveral colenies fhould 
be convened, to meet and choofe delegates to ferve for that co- 

oe! | lony, 


_ determination of {upporting the colonial rights. 
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lony, and to correfpond with other committees. Mr, Silas 
Deane was of the committee, and being ambitious of going to 
congrefs, fchemed_ their meeting at New London, (initead of 
Hartford) where through the influence of a moft worthy father- 
in-law, his own policy, and his own vote, he obtained a majori- 
ty of one, and became one of the four Conne@icut delegates, 
though not viewed by thofe who know him moft, as a perfon of 
the greateft integrity, or the trueft patriotifin. Mee 

At Philadelphia, a petition figned by near nine hundred free- 
holders was prefented to Mr. Penn, the governor, entreatin; 
him to call a general allembly as foon as poffible. This eae 
being refufed, the province proceeded to the ele@ion of depu. 
ties, who foon after met at Philadelphia. The refolutions pats 
fed at this meeting, carry the marks of cool and temperate deli. 
beration, as well as affection to the mother country, more than 
thofe of any others; and are at the fame time equally firm in the 

In them the deputies fet out with the itrongeft profeffions of 
duty and allegiance, and exprefs their abhorrence of every idea 
of an unconftitutional independence on the parent ftate, and the 


_ moft ardent wifhes for a reftoration of the former harmony. They 


teprobate in the ftrongeft terms the aét and bills relative to the 
Maffachufetts-bay, and declare that they confider their brethren 
at Bofton, as fuffering in the common caufe. They infift upon 
the abfolute necefflity of a congrefs to confult together and form 
a general plan of conduét for all the colonies. They acknow- 
ledge, that a fufpenfion of the commerce of. that large trading 
province with Great-Britain, will greatly diftrefs multitudes of 
their-induftrious inhabitants, but pronounce themfelves ready to 
Offer that facrifice, and much greater, for the prefervation of their 


_ liberties ; however, they exprefs their defire, that congrefs will 
-firft try the gentle mode of {lating their grievances, and makin 


a firm and decent claim of redrefs. They conclude with declar- 
ing, that that provirice will break of all commercial intezcourfe 
Whatever, with any town, city or colony, and individuals in them, 
who fhall refufe, or neglect to adopt and carry into execution, 
fuch general plan as fhall be agreed upon in the congrefs. _ 

_ They did not undertake to appoint the delegates, but left it to 
the Pennfylvania aflembly, [ July 22] who foon after fixed upon 
feven gentlemen, eG 

At a meeting of delegates, from the different counties in Vr. 
guna, at Willkamfbursh, belide the warmest protetiions of alle- 
giance and loyalty, and feveral refolutions in cosmmon with the 
other colonies, they paffed others, which, confidering the cir- 
cumitances of the colony, with its immediate dependence on a 
mother 


a 
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mother country for the difpofal of its only ftaple commodity, 
muft be confidered as very deferving of attention, becaufe ftrong- 
ly indicating the true {pirit of that people. ‘They refolved not to 
purchafe any more flaves from Africa, the Weit-Indies, or any 
other place; that their non-importation agreement fhould take _ 
place on the firft of the following November, and that 1f the 
American grievances were not redrefled by the tenth of Auguilt 
1775,, they would export after that time, no tobacco, nor any 
other goods whatever to Great-Britain. They recommended the 
cultivation of fuch articles of hufbandry, inftead of tobacco, as 
might form a proper bafis for manufactures of all forts ; and par-_ 
ticularly, the improvement of the breed of fheep, the multiply- 
ing of them, and the killing as few as poflible. | Aug. 5. | "Theva: 
chofe as delegates to general congrefs, Peyton Randolph, Richard \ 
Henry Lee, George Waflungton, Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, | 
Benjamin Harrtfon, and Edmund Pendleton, efqrs. i) 
At Newport, in Rhode-Ifland, an animating paper was circu-) 
lated, with the motto JOIN on DIE. The ihate of Bofton was 
reprefented as a fiege, and as a direét hoftile invafion of all the 4 
colonies. ‘ The generals of depotifm (it fays) are now drawing || 
the lines of circumvallation around our bulwarks of liberty, and jj 
nothing but unity, refolution and perfeverance, can fave ourfelves | 
and potterity from what is worfe than death—Slavery.” The . 
general alfembly of the colony chofe two deputies to xeprefent { 
the colony in a general congrefs ;. who were legally authorifed jj 
for that fervice, [ Aug. 10] under the hand and feal of the go- | 
vernor. | cy 
All the other colonies, from New-Hampfhire to South-Caro- | 
lina inclufively, adopted the meafure of electing reprefentatives (| 
to meet in general congrels. a 
To judge aright of the prefent alarming {tate of affairs, you. 
mutt obferve, that it does not arife from the difcontent of a tur- 
bulent or opprefied nobility or gentry, fo that by bringing over a 
few of the leaders, the reft will follow of courle, or perfiit only 
to their own ruin; nor does it depend upon the refolution or || 
erfeverance of a body of merchants and dealers, fo that every 
man, habitually ftudious of his immediate intere{t, will tremble 
at the thought of thofe conlequences which may effentially affect 
it: nor will a few lucrative jobs or contraéts {plit the colonifts ; 
into numberlefs faGtions. On the contrary, the great force Obs | 
the oppofition confifis in the landholders throughout America, | 
The Britifh lands in this continent, are, in general, and more 
efpecially in the New-England colonies, the Jerfies, and in part 
of New-York and Pennfylvania, portioned out in fuch freeholds 
as afford that mediocrity of condition te the polleflors, which is 
| fufficient, 
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fuficient to raife trong bodies and vigorous minds; but feldom 
that fuperabundance which proves fo fatal to both, in old and 
refined countries. The American frecholders, from many cir- 
cumitances, are more enthufiaftic lovers of liberty, than ever 
were the Englith yeomanry. The body of them are too bold to 
be defpifed without danger, and now that they are united too 
numerous to be bribed. Human nature being the fame in every 
quarter of the ylobe, had moderation inftead of compulfion been 
employed, feveral who are at prefent zealous leaders, might have 
been fecured, and miniftry (in colonies of fuch, different man- 
ners, interefts and principles, and on thefe accounts ftrongly in- 
clined to variance with each other) might have carried many 
points which they will now find it difficult or unpofible. to do, 
. Tince they have united them, by evidencing a defion of fubjugat- 
ing each to a mode of government, to which all without excep. 
tion are averfe in the highelt deeree. 

The Bofton committee of correfpondence received the moft 
encouraging anfwers to their letters; and were allured that the 
town of Botton was confidered as /uffering in the common caufe. 
‘They had more than the Hrongeil expreflions to confole them, 
_ they had the fubftantial evidence of fats. Miniliry promifed 

themfelves mighty advantages from making Salem the feat -of go- 
-Vernment,. with the privilege of an open port, while the neigh- 
_ bouring one, in itfelf of much greater confequence, was {hut. 
| But the merchants and freeholders of the town difcovered a moft 
noble {pirit, which will prove a fore difappointment to them. if 
it was expetied, that mcurable envy, jealouly and animofity, would 
be excited between the two towns, and that the refraétory capital 
being abandoned and left alone to riminate upon her forlorn fitua- 
tion, would foon be reclaimed and brought tu a full fenfe of her 
duty ; the very reverle will moctify. nia 
{Jone 18.] The day aftey the diffolution of the general court, 
the merchants and freeholders of Salem prefented an addrefs to 
the governor, and in it expreiled the moft generous fentiments. 
They faid, ‘. We are moft deeply afflicted with a fenfe of our 
public calamities ; but the miferies that are now rapidly haften- 
ing on our brethren in the capital of this province, greatly excite 
our commiferation, and we hope your excellency will ufe your 
endeavours to prevent.a farther accumulation of evils, on that 
already forely diftreiled people.”—** By thutting up the port of 
Boflon, fome imagine that the courfe of trade might be: turned 
hither and to our benefit; but nature in the fornition of our 
harbour, forbids our becoming rivals in commerce with that con- 
venient mart. And were it otherwife, wemuft be dead to every 
idea of juftice, and loft to all feelinys of humanity, could we in- 
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dulge one thought to feize on wealth, and raife our fortunes on 
the ruin of our fuffering neighbours. The governor was treated | 
with the higheft refpeét, and mention was made of their hoping | 
much, from his general character, as well as from his wifdom 
and mildnefs in another command. They exprelled the ftrongeft 
attachment {o the mother country, the deepeft concern for the 
_ prefent unhappy troubles, and the moft fervent withes for a {pee- 

dy ana happy reconciliation, to obtain which they were willing 
to facrifice every thing compatible with the fafety and dignity of 
Britifh fubjecis. 

Marblehead, a {ea-port, about three miles from Salem, and 
equally far with the laft from Bofton, but a town of no great 
trade, being engaged chiefly in the cod-fithery, teftified its regard 
and compatiion for the capital, by letting the fuffering merchants _ 
have the free ufe of its wharfs and itores. Its inhabitants offered © 
alfo to attend the lading and unlading of their goods, and tranfaGt 
for them all the bufinels to be done at their port, without putting 
them to the fmallelt expence. | a Pay 4 

The pity and refentment of the country at large, were excited 
by obferyations publifhed on the Bofton port-bill. Thofe of Mr, — 


Fofiah Quincy, jun. were moft generally read and admired. He | 
obferved_—* The Bofton port-bill condemns a whole town un- | 
heard, nay, uncited to anfwer ; involves thoufands in ruin and 
mifery, without fuggeftion of any crime by them committed ; and 
is fo conftituted, that enormous pains and penalties muit enfue, 
notwithilanding the moft perfeét obedience to its injunctions. | 
The deftruétion of the tea which took place without any illegal 
procedure of the town, isthe only alledged ground of configning | 
thoufands of its inhabitants to ruin, mifery and defpair. ‘Thofe — 
charged with the moik ageravated crimes, are not punifhable, till 
arraigned before difinterefted judges ; heard in their own defence, 
and found guilty of the charge. But here a whole people are 
accufed ; profecuted by they know not whom ; tried they know | 
not when ; proved guilty they know not how ; and fentenced to — 
fuffer inevitable ruin. ‘Their hard fate cannot be averted by the 
moft fervile {ubmiffion, the moft implicit obedience to this flatute. 
Their firft intimation of it was on the tenth of May, and it took 
lace the firft of June, thence to continue in full force, till it | 
{hall fufficiently appear to his majeity, that full fatisfa€tion hath 
been made by or in behalf of the inhabitants of Bofton, to the | 
“aft-India company, for the damage fuftained by the deftruétion | 
of their tea; and until it fhall be certified to his majefly, by the | 

governor or heutenant-governor of the province, that reafonable 
Satisfaétion has been made to the officers of the revenue and others, 
for the riots and infurreétion mentioned in it, So dhort a fpace |} 
18) | 
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is given for ftaying the torrent of threatened evils, that the fub- 


ject though exerting his utmoft energy, muft be overwhelmed, 


5 site 
and driven to madnefs by terms of deliverance which deny reliet 


till his ruin 1s inevitable.” 

Others fatd, “ Had-punifhment been only threatened, had it 
been in our own option, whether we would {ubmit or fuffer, the 
reafon for complaint would have been lefs. But without previ- 
ous warning in the propofal of any terms that might have pre- 
vented the coming of evil upon us, it is inflicted with ineffable 
vengeance ; {fo that fhould we fervilely fubmit to all required, we 
muit notwithftanding fuffer almoft total ruin. The conditions 
upon which alone our fufferings are to be removed, far from 
being fixed with precifion, are fo loofe and indeterminate, that a 
governor may perpetuate them during his political exiftence, the 


king in council not being enabled to open the port without his 


certificate. The wharts and landing places in Bofton, which 
are the property of numerous individuals, are as to the ute of 
‘them wherein only their value confifts, wrefted out of their hands, 


and put into the king’s, to be difpofed of at his pleafure, ‘Two 


_ wharfs indeed are to be opened again, when his majefty {hall 


‘think proper ; but the refidue are tor ever interdicted the exer- 
‘cife of commerce.” 
The rough drafts of the bills “ for the better regulating of the 
government of the Maffachu/etts-bay ;” and “ for the impartial 
adminiftration of juftice in it,” as well as of that ‘ for quarter, 
ing the troops in America,” upon their arrival at Bolton, were 
initantly circulated through the continent, and filled up whatever 
was before wanting, of violence and indignation in moit of the 
colonies. Even thofe who were moderate or feemed wavering, 
now became refolute and refentful. Nothing was to be heard 
of, but meetings and refolutions. Liberal contributions for the 
relief of the diltreffed Boflonians were every where recommend- 
ed, and foon praétifed. Numberlefs letters were written from 
diflriéts, towns and provinces, to the people of Botton, in which, 
befides every expreflion of fympathy and tendernefs, they were 


commended for their paft conduét, and ftrongly exhorted to a, 


perfeverance in that virtue, which had brought on their fuflerings, 
It was in vain, that the friends of government attended a town 
meeting, and attempted to pafs refolutions for the payment of 
the tea, and for diffolving the committee of correfpondence ; 
they found themfelves loft in a prodigious majority, and had no 
other refource than drawing up a proteft againit the proceedings 
of that body. The Bofton committee of correfpondence appre- 
hended themfelves fo fixed in the good opinion of the public, 
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that they ventured to frame and publifh an agreement, entitled, 
A folemn league and covenant. ae 
| June 29.| General Gage was fo alarmed at the idea of a fo. 
lemn league and covenant, that he iffued a‘itrong proclamation — 
againft it, fliling it on unlawful, hofbile, and traiterous combi- 
nation. He charged all magiftrates to apprehend and fecure for’ }) 
trial, fuch as fhould have any fhare in aiding or abetting the fore. 
going or any fimilar covenant. The charge was needlefs; for ee || 
the engagement was fo unguardedly exprelled, and fo extremely 
infnaring, that it was feverely cenfured by many of the beft and — 
warmeft fons of liberty, in and about Bofton, who refufed to — 
give it fupport; fo that, however it might be venerated out of the - 
colony, it junk into obfcurity at home; and changed its formin. | 
to one that was lefs exceptionable, and yet equally well calcu- | 
lated to flop the trade with Great-Britain, and that accorded with 4 
thofe entered into about the fame time, in various parts of the © 
continent, without any previous concert with” each other, any ! 
more than with Bofton. The coincidence of fentiments and i 
meafures, given into by individuals, and affemblies larger and — 
fmaller, in the feveral and moft diflant colonies, without any pre~ 
vious contrivance, has been fo remarkable, that perfons, the fur- kil i 
theft removed from fuperflition, have inclined to aferibe ittoa — 4 
fpecial providence of God. They have been feemingly actuated 
by:one and the fame fpirit, nearly at the fame infant. When? 
letters have been difpatched from Bofton to fellow-patriots afar, 4 
afking or giving advice ; letters from thefe have been upon the | 
road, giving or afking the very advice which was wanted—the ~ i 
like in other. matters. Not that there is a uniformity in all points — | 
through the continent. The people may be divided into two 4 
great claffes. One is for rufhing headlong into the greateft ex. ~ 4 
tremities, without waiting till other meafures‘are tried, or receiv. © | 
ing the general fenfe of the colonies; and though eager for hold- — 
ing a congrefs.. wotld leave it nothing to do, but to profecute © 
the violences which they have began. ‘Lhe other 1s averfe to vio- | 
lent meafures, till all other means are ineffe€lually tried. ‘They © 5 
with further applications to be made to Britain, andthe grievances 
they complain of, with the rights which they claim, to be clearly! 
ftated and properly prefented. This, they fay, can be effe¢iual. | 
ly done only by a general congrefs. There is a third party, who | ' 
are friends to the Britifh adminifration, or rather who'do not | 
totally difapprove of its-meafures 5 but their voice is fo low, that | 
except in a few particular places, it can fearcely be diflinguith- — | 
ed. . The friends to colonial mehts have a great advantage over _ 
them, not only from the goodnefs of them caufe, but their pol. — 
felling moft of the preffes on the ‘continent. - Thefe are chielly 
ID 
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in the hands of the whigs, and news-papers publifhing effays and 
other compofitions, again{t the prevailing opinions oi the peopie, 
have not a univerfal fpread, and cannot prove fo profiiabie to 
the proprietors, as thofe on the other fide of the queftion. ‘The 
command, which the fons of liberty have cf the prefs, gives them 
the fuperiority in point of influence, over their antagonults in the 
periodical publications of the day. ‘a 

As the Bofton port-bill prohibits all water-carriage, befide 


fhutting up the port, the merchants are under the necefhty of 


adopting the expenfive mode of bringing their goods from Salem 
or Marblehead, all the way round, through Cambridge and Rox- 
bury, to Bofton. Had they been allowed to bring them to Charlef- 


_ town by land, arid thence to crofs them over by water, they 


would have faved a fourth of the way. But it is pleafing to ob- 


_ferve what trade 1s going forward, notwithitanding the embar- 


raffments with which it is clogged. Botton is exhibiting a fcene 
of patience, fortitude and perfeverance, which will make them 
renowned in hiftory. ‘Though liberal contributions have been 
made, are raifing, and will be raifed, for the fuccour of fufter- 
ers; yet it may be eafily conceived, that in a town containing 
feveral thoufand inhabitants, who have fubfifted chiefly by com- 


_ merce, and the various kinds of bufinefs fubfervient to it, and where 
the maintenance of many families depends merely upon the lo- | 


eality, the cutting off of that grand fource of their employment 
. . re 

and fubfiftence, muft occafion great diftrefles notwithftanding 

every relief. Even the rich are not exempt irom the general ca- 


_lamity, as a very confiderable part of their property conftits in 


wharfs, warehoufes, {tores, and thofe numerous ereétions, which 
are deftined to the purpoles of commerce, but are now no long. 
er profitable. 

‘The people at large have been for fome time preparing to de- 
fend their rights with the point of the fword. ‘They fee, that 
they are either to be terrified, or driven into fubmifion, by an 


armed force; and are for providing againit both. ‘T’he country- 


men, in returning from Boiton, are daily bringing out guns, 


knapfacks, &c. Every one appears defirous of beiny weil ac- 


coutred. They have arms in general, the militia law requiring it 


of all within a certainage. Note—They are fond of ihooting, 
are accustomed to it from early life, and are {pecial markfmen, 
They are perfe€ting themfelves in their exercuc. Handling the 
mufket and training, are the fafhionable amufements of the male 
inhabitants, while the females encourage them to proceed. The 
found of drums and fifes is conftanily taluting your ears. Hut 
bands and wives, parents and children, brothers and filters, lovers, 
the young and the old, feem poffelled af, or rather to be poffefted 
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by a martial fpirit, and are fred with an enthufiaftic zeal for li- 
berty. In moft places, but particularly in Berk/hore and Worce- 
fier counties, where the influence of government was fuppofed 
to prevail moft, nothing is to be feen or heard of, except the 
purchafing of arms and ammunition, the cafling of balls, and 
the making of all thofe preparations, which teilify the moft im- 
mediate danger, and determined refiftance. | 

The high military tone of the country people, is to be placed 

hiefly to the account of the two bills “ for regulating the go- 
vernment of the Maflachufetts,” and “ the impartial adminifira- 
tion of juftice init.” Thefe bills have propofed fo thorough a 
change in the civil and religious liberties of towns and individu. ~ 
als, that they view themfelves as intentionally deprived of every 
privilege, and reduced to the neceffity of fighting for all they 
hold dear to them. It is of the utmoft contequence that juries ~ 
fhould not be packed. The accuftomed mode of electing them | 
is excellent, but liable to abufe, and there ‘* may have been in- | 
ftances wherein perfons who have no regard to religion and to 
divine revelation, have been really picked up to ferve aturn ** 
But this will not juftify that moft execrable alieration of leaving | 
it in the power of thé governor and council, through the aid of | 
the fheriff, to obtain fuch a jury in each caufe, as may beft fut 
their paffions and interefls, whereby the lives and properties of | 
the fubjeéls are put into their hands without control +. a 

It is alfo to be enaéted, by the regulating bill, that after the 
firft of Auguft 1774, there fhall be no town-meetings, without 
the leave of the governor or lieutenant governor in writing, €X= 
prefling the fpecial bufinefs of fuch meetings, firit obtained, ex- 
cept the‘annual meetings in March for the choice of felectmen, 
conttables and other officers; and in May for the eleétion of re- | 
prefentatives, and meetings to fill up the offices aforefaid on 
death or removal; and that no other matter fhall be treated of at 
fuch meetings except the election of aforefaid officers or repre- 
fentatives, nor at any other meeting except the bufinefs expreff- 
ed in the leave given, A more obnoxious alteration could icarce 
have been invented. 

Every town is an incorporated republic. The feleétmen by , 
their own authority, or upon the application of a certam num- ; 
ber of townfinen, iffue a warrant for the calling of a town-meet- | 
ing. The warrant mentions the bufinefs to be engaged in, and 
no other can be legally executed. The inhabitants are warned 
to attend; and they that are prefent, though not a quarter or | 


* The Rev. Mr. “Whitrey’s Difcoure. 


+ The lords proteftagainft the at for the better reculating of the go- 
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tenth of the whole, have a right to proceed. They choofe a 
prefident by the name of Moderator, who regulates the proceed- 
ings of the meeting. Each individual has an equal liberty of de- 
livering his opinion, and is not lable to be iilenced or brow- 
beaten by a richer or greater townfman than himfelf. Every 
freeman or freeholder, as the bufinefs regards either the freeho!d- 
ers in particular or the freemen at large, gives his vote or not, 
and for or againit as he pleafes; and each vote weighs equally ; 
whether that of the nigheit or lowelt inhabitant. At thefe town- 
mectings the people are ufed to debate and conclude upon in- 
ftructions to their reprefentatives refpecting matters before, or 
likely to come before the general court—frecly to exprefs their 
fentiments regarding public tranfaétions—to agree upon the 
choice of a minifter, and the falary they fhall give him; upon 
building or repairing the meeting-houfe, and upon a variety of 
Other interefting matters, which concern the exercife of their 
civil or facred privileges. All the New-England towns are up- 
on the fame plan in general, though different in certain particu. 
Jars. In the colony of Rhode Ifland, they have no minilter 
paid by the town as a town, nor is it allowed by the government ; 
the falary is not a town charge, but is. made up out of the vo- 
luntary contributions of the denomination to which he is joined. 

From the free exercife of all the above cited righis, the Maf- 
fachufetts inhabitants are to be fufpended by the aforefaid ena€t- 
ing claufe. When they wilh, or have occafion to hold meetings 
for any of the above purpoles, they will be obliged to apply to 
the governor, who may put a negative upon every application, 
and who will have it in his power to prevent their fettling a mi- 


nilter, when the pulpit is become vacant, till he can be well 


aifured that the perfon on whom the choice will fall, either does 


‘or will incline to fupport governmental meafures. 


The bill forthe impartial adminiftration of juftice the peo- 
ple confider as threatening them with military execution, if 
they comply not with that for the better regulating of the 
government. ‘the Englifh blood which they have derived 
from their forefathers, without corrupting it by foreign mix- 


tures, for they have been too national to encourage, like fome 


colonies, the fettlement of foreigners among them—that blood 
boils in their veins at thefe two bills, and fires them to a military 
oppofition. The inhabitants of Connetticut mean not to be 
idle {pectators of the fate of their fifler colony, which can only 
be a prelude to their own, and are therelore giving into equal 
exertions for {lemming the approaching torrent. 

Soon after general Gage’s arrival, two regiments of foot, with 
afmall detachment of the artillery and fome cannon, were land- 
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ed at Bofton, and encamped on the common. Thefe troops 
‘were by degrees re-intorced by the arrival of feveral regiments 
trom Ireland, New-York, Halifax, and at length from Quebec. 
‘The arrival and flation of thefe troops, was far from being a- 
greeable to the inhabitants ; nor was the jealoufy in any degree 
lefs, in the minds of their neighbours of the {urrounding coun- 3 
ties, The diffatisfaétion was increafed by placing a guard upon 
Bofton neck, the narrow ifthmus which joins the peninfula to the 
‘continent ; for which meafure the frequent defertion of the fol. » 
diers was the afligned reafon. Individuals have encouraged / 
fach defertion ; and the Bofton committee have not failed to || 
contribute to the temptation, by making the {ituation of the fol- 
diery, as difagreeable as. they could, and by countera€ting all 
endeavours to render it comfortable. ‘The att fyftematically for 
the prevention of all fupplies for the Britifh troops. Through »| 
their conneétion with the neighbouring committees, the farmers | 
and others are prevented from felling them their {traw, timber, flit. } 
work, boards, in fhort every article excepting provifions necef- || 
fary for their fubfiftence. The ftraw which is purchafed for J 
their fervice is daily burnt. V effels with brick, intended for the’ !) 
army, are funk: and carts with wood are overturned. Thus, | 
by fome contrivance or other, purchafes are either prevented, ' 
‘or when made, the king’s property 1s deftroyed in every manner |! 
in whichit can be effected. While thefe things are doing, a trif= 
ling circumitance gives the inhabitants of Bofton a full earneft of |, 
the fupport they may expeft from the country in cafe of extre- | 
mity, and an opportunity of knowing the general temper of the | 
people. A report fpreads, that a regiment potted on the neck, 
has cut off all communication with the country, in order to. 
flarve the town into a compliance with any meafures which may || 
be propofed to it. Upon this vague report, a large body of the ' 
inhabitants of Worcefter county affemble, and difpatch two 
meffengers exprefs to Botton, to difcover the truth of the infor- 
mation. Thefe envoys acquaint the townfmen, that if the re- | 
port had been true, there were feveral thoufand armed men | 
ready to have marched to their afliftance. ‘They tell them ‘fur- 
ther, that they are commiffioned to acquaint them, that even 
though they fhould be difpofed to a furrender of their liberties, 4 
the people of the country will not think themfelves at ali includ- /') 
ed in their a@; that by the late att and the bills pending ‘in they 
Britifh parliament, when the laft intelligence was received; their }| 
charter was utterly vacated ; and that the coinpaét between Bri- 
{ain and the colonies being thus diffolved, they are at full liberty | 
to combine together, in what manner and form they think beft, | 
for mutual fecurity. 7 , 
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[Auguft 4.] The governor, by a proclamation for the en- 
couragement of piety and virtue, the prevention and punifhment 
of vice, protanenefs and immorality, has exafperated the minds 
of the people, owing to the infertion of hypocre/y among the 
immoralities. ‘They have been {coffed at and reproached by 
enemies, and thofe of loofer manners, for a pharifaical attention 
to outward forms and the appearances of religion ; and_there- 
fore view this infertion as an intended infult. With the new 
acts, the governor received a lift of thirty-fix new countellors, 
wno agreeable to the new regulations, have been appointed by 
the crown, contrary to the method prefcribed by the charter.—- 
About twenty-four of the géntlemen have accepted, fo that there 
is a fufficient nuniber to attempt carrying on the bufinefs of go- 
vernment. But the courts of judicature at Bolton are fufpend- 
ed, for the grand jurors refufe to take the oaths, and to a€i uns 
der new judges and laws. The petit jurors decline ferving, on 
account of Peter Oliver, efq; ftanding impeached by a laté honor» 
able houfe of commons of the province, and of the judges of the 
Tuperior court being made to depend upon the crown. Not on- 
ly fo, but the great and petty juries through the colony, unaiii-+ 
moufly refufe to aC in any manner under the new regulations ; 
and the clerks of the court have found it neceflary to acknow- 
Jedge their contrition in the public papers, for iffuing the war- 
rants by which the juries were fummoned, and not only to de- 
clare that they will not act {6 again, but to apologize for what 
they have done. At Great Barrington and fome other places, 
the people affembled in large bodies ; and filled the court-houfe 
and avenues in fuch a manner, that neither judge nor officer 
could obtain entrance; and upon the fheriff’s commanding them 
to make way for the court, they anfwered, ‘“‘ We know no 
éourt, nor any other eftablifhment, independent of the ancient 
Jaws and ufages of our country, and to none othér will we fub- 
mit, or give way upon any account.” |. 

At Salem the merchants, ffeeholders and other inhabitants, 
were by hand-bills fummoned to meet on Wednefday the twen- 
ty-fourth, to confider on meafures for oppofing the execution of 
divers late a€ts of parliament. The day preceding the imtended 
meeting, { Auguft 23-4 the governor, who refides within. a few 
miles of the place, publifhed a proclamation prohibiting all per- 
fons from attending. The proclamation bemg difregarded, a 
company of foldiers were ordered into town to difperfe the 
meeting ; but before they got to it, the bufinefs was finifhed, and 
the inhabitants withdrawn. Three of the gentlemen were appre- 
hended, but gave borids t6 appear in court, and fo were dif- 
gharged. 
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The proceedings of the people and their manifeft difpo- 


fitions have alarmed the general, who has thought it neceflary { 
for the fafety of the troops, as well as to fecure the im. 
portant poft of Bofton, to fortify the entrance at the neck, which 
affords the only communication, except by water, between the 
town and the continent. His own perfonal fafety, while at his 
country refidence in Danvers, would have been endangered, 
had not the prudence of Samuel Holten, efq; M.D. a genuine, 
determined, but confiderate fon of liberty, cooled and moderated 
ithe temper of his neighbours. 
Witham Brattle, efq; frequently an elefted counfellor under 
the charter, having given a hint to the governor to fecure the _ 
provincial ammunition, he fent two cortipanies of foldiers acrofs 
the river long before day break, [Sept. 1.] who polleffed them-_ 
{elves of the powder in the arfenal at Charleftown. The news 
circulated apace, and in the morning the inhabitants of the neigh- — 
bouring towns, tothe amount of feveral thoufands, affembled at ~ 
Cambridge, moflly inarms. ‘They proceeded to the lieutenant 
governor Oliver’s houfe, and to the houfes of feveral of the new — 
counfellors, and of others who they thought had fhewn them-_ 
felves unfriendly to the province. Some of the counfellors were __ 
obliged to refign, and to declare they would no more atk | 
under, what are pronounced the arbitrary laws lately enaéted.— _ 
It was with difficulty that the multitude was reftrained from | 
marching to Bofton, there to demand a delivery of the powder, ! 
and in cafe of refufal to attack the troops. This colleétion of — 
people, and the confufion neceflarily attending their tranfacti- 
ons, gave rife to a rumour, that the fleet and troops were firing | 
upon the town of Bofton, which flew with amazing rapidity © 
through New-Englamd ; and in lefs than 24 hours after, there 
were between 36 and 40,000 men m arms, fome of whom _ 
marched from 20 to go miles toward Bofton before they were 
undeceived. This report and the feizure of the powder, roufed 
the inhabitants in the other colonies bevond New-England, fo 
that they immediately began learning the military exercile. The 
tyanfaétion at Cambridge produced het other rifings in the co- 
lony as obliged more of the new council to refign or to flee to _ 
Bolton; whither, by the clofe of the month, the commiffioners, __ 
the cuftom-houfe officers, and all who have made themielves _ 
particularly obnoxious, by taking an active and decided part || 
againtt the country, repaired for proteétion. Thus is the feat 
of government at Salem abandoned, and the apparatus of a cuf- 
tom-houfe removed toa place, which an a€t of parliament has 
proferibed from all trade. , 


About) 
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_ About this time the governor’s company of cadets, confifting 
of Bollon gentlemen, difbanded themfelves, and returned him 
the ftandard he prefented to them upon his arrival. his fhghe 
was owing io his taking away the commiffion from Mr. Han- 
cock, who was colonel of the corps. But Mr. John Murray, 


_.a colonel of the militia, having accepted a feat in the new coun- 
cil, twenty-four officers of his re 


giment refigned their commis 
fions in one day. Such is the prevailing {pimt, that all perfons 
accepting offices under the new laws, or preparing to aét in 
conformity to them, are declared enemies to their country, and 
threatened accordingly. 

The feizing of the powder, and the withholding from the le- 
gal proprietors what 1s lodged in the magazine of Beften, and 
the defign carrying into execution, of repairing and manning 
the fortifications at'the entrance of the town, have occafioned 
the holding an affembly of delegates from_ the feveral towns and 


oe pe ae 2 é ps 
. diflri€ts in the county of Suffolk, of which Bofton 1s the county 


town. After a moft fpirited preamble, they refolved among 
other things, [Sept. g.| ‘* That no obedience is due from this 
province to either or any part of the late atts, but that they be 
rejected asythe attempts of a wicked adminiftration to entlave 
‘America :—That fo long as the juftices are appointed or hold 
‘their places, by any other tenure than that which the charter 
and the laws of the province dirett, they mult be confidered as 


-unconftitutional officers, and as fuch no regard ought to be paid 
to them by the people of this country :—Thatif the juftices thall 


fit and at during their prefent difqualified ftate, this county will 
bear harmlefs all fherifls, jurors and other officers, who fhall re- 
fufe to carry into execution the orders of faid courts -—That it 
be recommended to the colleéters of taxes and all other ofticers 
who have public monies in their hands, to retain the fame and 
not to make any payment thereof to the provincial county trea- 
furer, until the civil government of the province is placed upon 
aconilitutional foundation, or it {hall be otherwife ordered by 
the propofed provincial congrefs :—That the perfons, who have 
accepted feats at the council board, by virtue of a mandamus 
from the king, have acted in a dirett violation of the duty they 
owe to their country ; this county do recommend it to all, who 
have fo highly offended, and have not already refigned, to make 
public refignation on or before the goth of this imflant Septem- 
ber ; all retufing fo to do, {hall after faid day, be conidered by 
this-county as obflinate and incorrigible encmies to this country: 
—That the fortifications begun and now carrying on upon Bol- 


ton neck, gives us reafon to apprehend fome hoflile intention 
: Ag mp Wagar wen ae Tee oN 
againit that town +—~That the late att cllabliining the oman Ca- 


tholic 
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‘tholic reli ‘gion in Quebec, 1S dangerous in an extreme degree to 
the Proteltant religion, and to the civil rights and liberties of all 
“America :—That whereas our enemies have flattered themfelves, 

_ that they fhall make an eafy prey of this numerous brave people, 
from an apprehenfion that they are unacquainted with military 
difcipine; we therefore, for the honor and fecurity of this 
county and province advife, that fuch perfons be elected in each» 
town as officers in the militia, as {hall be judged of fuflicient ca- 
pacity, and who have evidenced themfelves the inflexible friends 
to the rights of the people, and that the inhabitants do ufe their 
utmofi diligence to acquaint themfelves with the art of war, and 
do for that purpofe appear under arms at leaft once every week : 
-—That during the prefent hoftile appearances on the part of Bri- 
tain, we are determined to att merely upon the defenfive fo 
long as fuch conduét may be vindicated by reafon and the princi. 
ples of felf- prefervation, but no longer :—That as we under-. 
{tand it has been in contemplation to apprehend fundry perfons ~ 
of this county, we do recommend, fhould fuch meafure be put — 
in praétice, to feize and keep every fervant of the prefent govern- 
iment throughout the province, until the perfons fo apprehended — 
be reftored uninjured :—That we recommend to all ;@rfons, not | 
to engage in any routes, riots, or licentious attacks upon the | 
properties of any perfon whatfoever, as being fubverfive of all 
order and government ; but by a fteady, manly, uniform, and 
perfever: ing oppofition to convince our enemies, that in a con- | 
telt fo i important, in a caufe fo folemn, our conduct fhall be ~ 
fuch as to merit the approbation of the w rife, and the admiration 
of the brave and free of every age and of every pela ed We 
then drew up an addrefs to the governor, and voted that Doétor — 

Fofeph Warren (a phyfician, an amiable gentleman, who wifhes 
for a reconciliation between the colonics and the parent flate, 
upon a redrefs of grievances, and aims not at independency) — 
with others, be a commiitee to wait on his excellency, to in- 
form him how the county is alarmed, and to remonttrate againk 
the fortifications making on the neck, and the repeated infults 7 | 
offerediby the foldiery, to perfons pafling and repafling into Bot.” 
ton, and to confer with him on thofe fuibjetts. The governor — 
was waited upon to know if he would receive the committee within 
the addrefs ; but defiring a private copy of it, that when he re- 
eeived them, he might be ready with a prepared anfwer, he was 
furnifhed with it, and afterward fixed on eee the teth for | ; 
receiving the committee. The doings of the county delegates, ih | 
and a copy of the addrefs to the governor have been ient off by — 
exprefs to the gencral congrefs now met at Philadelphia. On © 
the Mend: Ys wen the committee had deliv ered the addrefs of 
the ! 
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the county, he anfwered to it, “ I have no intention to prevent 
the free égrefs and regrefs of any perfon to and from the town 
of Botton. I fhall fuffer none under my command to injure the 
perfon or property of any of his majefty’s fubjeéts ;. but it is my 
duty to preferve the peace, and to prevent furprife ; and no ufe 
will be made of the cannon, unlefs the hoftile proceedings of the 
people thall render it neceifary.” The patriots are waiting ear- 
nefily for the opinion -of congrefs on the Suffolk refolves, in 
hopes that they will be approved of; and if fo, they will go on 
with greater refolution and courage ; for they will confider fuch 
approbation as a declaration, that the colony will be fupported 
_ ‘by congrefs, in cafe hoftilities are neceflary tor the prefervation 

ofits liberties, and is alfo juftifiable in arming and training the 
_ militia. 

Mr. Qutncy is upon the point of failing for Britain, at the re- 
queft of feveral co-patriots. Be fo obliging as to pay a proper at- 
tention to him: you will be pleafed at finding him fo intelligent a 
hate and may rely upon his information. Shall keep the 

etter open, that if the fenfe of congrefs is received time enough, 
it may be forwarded, 

P.'S. The fons of liberty are in high fpirits. ‘The Suffolk re- 
folves were before congrefs on Saturday morning, the i7th, and 
were confidered ; after which it was refolved unanimoufly, “* That 
this affembly deeply feels the fuffering oi their countrymen in 
the Maffachu/etts-bay, under the operation of the late unjuit, cru- 
el and oppreffive atts of the Breta/h parliament :—That they moft 
thoroughly approve the wifdom and fortiiude with which oppoit- 
tion io thefe wicked minifterial meafures has hitherto been con- 
dutied, and they earneftly recommend to their brethren, a per-- 
feverance in the fame firm and temperate conduct as exprefied in 
the refolutions determined upon, at a meeting of the delegates 
for the county of Suffolk, on Tuefday the 6th inflant, (that was 
the day of their firit meeting, but they did not finifh till the 
oth) trufting that the effect of the united efforts of North- America 
in their behalf, will carry fuch conviction to the Britzfh nation 
of the unwife, unjuft, and ruinous policy of the prefent admini- 
{tration, as quickly to introduce better men and wifer meafures : 
—* Refolved unanimoufly, That contributions from all the colo- 
nies for fupplying the neceffities, and alleviating the diftreffes 
of our brethren at Boffon, ought to be continued, in fuch man- 
ner, and fo long as their occalions may require,” Mr, Quincy 
fails to-day. 
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Roxbury, February 3, 4 o7 5. 
f ‘HIE meafures purfued by the Britifh miniftry, for fubjette 


ing America to parliamentary. authority in all cafes what- 

ever, have united the twelve colonies, from New Hampthire to. 
South Carolina inclufively, into a compact body. Many on the 
fide of government flattered themfelves, that the event would ne. | 
ver exit. ‘They had no {mall ground for j it, pontigering that, feo | 
veral of the colonies clafh in their particular interefts ; have been — | 
frequently quarrelling about boundaries and other ratteree . differ 
greatly in manners, ” cuftoms: religion and conttitutions ; and — 
have local pi rejudices, jealonfies and averfions. But they have 
been preffled by a common danger, threatening the mott valuable 
rights of each individual province, fo that they have all cleteam 
delegates to meet_in a general congrefs to confult. in what way 
to obtain a redrefs of grievances, and ward off the impending ru- | | 
in. The minifterial influence in New-York has not prevailed — i 
as was expected, to keep that colony from joining the others.— t | 
Great dependence was had upon their monied men; but the ’ | 
caufe of liberty was too popular, and the numbers that elpouled - 
it too many and too independent, either to be bribed or over- 

awed. 

[ Sept. 5. | The delegates being arrived at Philadelphia, frem 
all the colonies except North- Carolina, they met in general con; 
grefs, and proceeded to the choice of a prefident, when Peyton | 
Randolph, eiq; was unanimoutly eleéted, and Mr. Charles ee. im | 
fon was unanimoufly chofen fecretary. They refolved, that “* in 
determining queftions, each colony fhall have one vote.’ eine 
they engaged inany f{pecial bufinefs, the North ae del egates | 
joined them. The number of the whole when together, 1s fif- | 
ty-two, befide the prefident. The firlt important fervice where. 
10 they engaged, you have had an account of in the eae q 
poft{cript. In their fubfequent refolutions [O&. 8,} they decla- 
red, ‘“ That if the late aéts of parliament fhall be attempted to be 
carried into execution by force, in fuch cafe all America unl 
to {upport the inhabitants of the Maffachufetts-bay their oppo. 
fition:—That if it be found abfolutely neceflary to remove the — a. 
people of Bofton into the country, all America ought to contri. — 
bute toward recompenting them tor the injury they” may thereby 
fuftain:—And that every perfon, who fhall accept, of aft under 
any, commiffion or authority derived from the att of parliament, | 

changing 
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changing the form of government and, violating the charter, 
ought to be held in deteftation.” They have written a letier to 
general Gage, [O&. 10.| in which they expres the deepclt con- 
cern at his proceeding in a manner that bore fo hoftile an appear- 
ance, and which even the oppreflive a€ts of parliament did not 
warrant. ‘hey reprefent the tendency this conduft muft have 
to irritate and force the people, hitherto well difpofed to peace- 
able meafures, into, hoftilities, which may prevent the endea- 
vours of congrefs to reitore a good underftanding with the parent 
ftate, and may involve us in the horrors of a civil war. They 
exprefs their hope, that the general, to quiet the minds of the 
people, will difcontinue the fortifications in end about Botton, pre- 
vent any further invafions of private property, reflrain the ir- 
regularities of the foldiers, and give orders that the communi- 
cation between the town and country may be open, unmoleiled 
and free. 

- The general in his anfwer faid, “ No troops have given leis 
caufe for complaint, and greater care was never taken to prevent 
it; and fuch care and attention was never more neceflary trom 
the infults and provocations daily given to both officers and foldi- 


. * iP) 
ers. The communication between the town and country has 


_ been always free and unmolefted, and is fo fill.” This affertion 


may appear perfeétly juft to a military gentleman; but may be 
otherwife thought of by one in a civil department, who means 
that the entrance into a town fhould have neither guards nor fen- 
tinels, either to ftop or challenge paflengers, whether by night 
or by day. The general intimated, that the hoftile preparations 
throughout the country, and the menaces of blood and flaughter 
made it his duty to fortify the neck. He concluded with—*‘‘ I 
ardently wifh, that the common enemies to both countries may 
fee, to their difappointment, that thefe difputes between the mo- 
ther country and the colonies, have terminated like the quarrels 
of lovers, and increafed the affetion which they ought to bear 
to each other.” 3 tik 

The congrefs have alfo made a declaration of rights (contained 
within a number of refolves) to which, they fay, the Engl/h co- 
lonies of North-America are entitled by the immutable laws of 
nature, the principles of the Englith conflitution, and their feve- 
ral charters or compatts. In the firft of thefe are life, liberty and 


-property, aright to the ‘upofal of any of which, without their 


conient, they have never ceded to any fovereign power whatever. 
They mei:tion, that their anceftors, at the time of their emigra- 
tion, were entitled to all the rights, liberties and immunitics of 
free and natural born fubjefts, within the realm of England ; 


and that by fiich emigration they by no means forfeited, furren- 
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dered or loft any of thofe rights; but that they were, and hala 
defcendants now are, entitled to the enjoyment of all fuch of them, 
as their local and other eda enabled them to’ exercife. 
‘They then flate, that the foundation of Englifh liberty y, and of 
all free governihent, is aright in the people to participate in jj 
their legiflative council ; and proceed to fhow, that as the colo. 
.nifts are not, and from various caufes, cannot be reprefented in 
the Britifh parliament, they are entitled to a free and exclufive 
power of legiflation in their feveral provincial legiflatures, where 
their right of reprefentation can alone be preferved, in all cafes 
oO taxation and internal policy, fubjeét only to the negative of | 
their etaen in fuch manner as had heretofore been ufed. | 
To qualify the extent of this paragraph, which may feem to 
leave no means of parliamentary irtterference, for holding the 
colonies to the mother country, they declare, that, from the nez _ 
ceflity of the cafe, and a regard to the mutual interefts of both 
countries, they cheerfully confent to the operation of fuch ats | 
of the Britith parliament as are, bona fide, ref-rained to the res . || 
gulation of their external commerce, for the purpofe of fecoring — 
the commercial advantages of the whole empire to the mother — | 
country, excluding every idea of taxation, either internalor ex- || 
ternal, for raifing 2 a revenue on the fubjetts in America without’ ; 
their confent. a 
They refolved, “ That the refpettive colonies are entitled to” | 
the common law of England, and more efpecially to the great 
and eftimable privilege of being tried by their peers of the vici- 
nage ; to the benefit of fuch of the Englith {tatutes as exifted | 
in the time of their colonization, and which they have found 
tc be applicable to their feveral and other local circumflances ; 
and to all the immunities and privileges granted and RS 
firmed to them by royal charters, or fecured by thei feves 
ral codes of provincial laws :—That, they have a right to af- 
femble peaceably, confider of their grievances, and petition 
the king ; and that all profecutions, prohibitory proclamations, 
and commitments for the fame, are illegal :—That the Keeping 
a ftanding army in thefe colonies, in times of peace, without the 
confent of the legiflature of that colony in which fuch army is 
kept, is again{t law :—That it is rendered effential to good go- | 
vernment, by the Englifh conilitution, that the conflituent branch- _ 
es of the Jegiflature: ‘be independent of each other; that there- 
fore the exercife of legiflative power, by a council appointed, 
dyring pleafure, by the crown, 18 u nconfitutional and deftructive 
to the freedom of American legiflation.” 
They proceeded to claim, in behalf of themfelves and confti- 


tucnts, and to infill on the foregoing articles as their indifputa- 
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ble rights and liberties, which cannot be legally taken from them, 
altered or abridged by any power whatever, without their own 
confent by their reprefentatives in their feveral proviricial legifla. 
dures. ‘They then refolved concerning eleven afts of parliament, 
or parts of acts, pafled in the prefent reign, that “ they are in- 
fringements and violations of the forégoing rights, and that the 
repeal of thems effentially neceffary, in order to reftére harmo- 
ny between Great-Britain and the American colonies.” Among 


4 


thefe 1s the Quebec bill, which ts termed “ an a& for eftabh {hing 


the Roman catholic religion in the province of Quebec, abolifh- 
ing the equitable fyftem of Englifh laws, and erecting a tyranny 
there, to the great danger (from fo total a diffimilarity of religion, 
law and government) of the neighbouring Britifh colonies, by the 
afliftance of whofe blood and treafiure the faid country Was con 
queréd from France.” 

» After fpecifying their rights and enumerating their grievances, 
they mention, that in hopes of being reftoréd to that fate, in 
Which both countries formerly found happinefs and profperity, 
they have for the prefent, only refolved to purfue the following 
peaceable meafures, viz. to enter into a non-impottation, non- 


- tonfumption, and non-exportation agreement; and to prepare 


an addrefs to the people ot Great-Britain, a memorial to the 
inhabitants ef Britifh America, and a loyal addrefs to his ma- 
jelly. oh, | 

By the affociation they have bound themfelves, and intentionally 
their conftituents, toa ftriét obfervance of fourteen articles. They 
have agreed by the fecond, that after the firft of December next, 
they will wholly. difcontinue the flave trade, and will neither 


hire their veffels, nor fell their commodities to thofé who are, 


concerned in it :—By the third, That from that day, they will 
hot purchafe or ufe any tea imported on account of the Fatt. 
India compatiy, or any on which a dity hath been or fhall be 
paid ; and from and after the firft of March next, they will not pur- 
chafe or ufe any Kaft-India tea whatever, nor any of thofe goods, 
they have agreed not to import, which they fhall have catife to 
fufpect were imported after the firft of December, except fuzh as 


come under the directions afterward mentioned :—By the fourth, 


That the non-exportation agreement fhall be fufpendeéd to the 
tenth of September, 1775, after which, if the afts objected to 
are not repealed, they will not direfily or indireétly export any 
eGmmodity whatfoever to Great-Britain, Ireland or the Weft- 
Indies, except rice to Europe .—By the fifth, That they will ne- 
ver more have any commercial intercourfe with any Briifh mer: 
chants, who may fhip goods in violation of and with a view of 
breaking the aflociation ;—By the eighth, That they will encou- 
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‘rage frugality, ccconomy and induftry, promote agriculture, arts 
and manufactures, difcourage every fpecies of extravagance and 
diffipation, and will wear no other mourniig than a piece of 
crape or ribbon :—By the fourteenth and laft, That they will 
have no trade, dealings or intercourfe whatfoever, with any North- 
American colony or province, that fhall not accede to, or that 
fhall hereafter violate the affociation; but will hold them as ini- 
inical to their country. This aflociation, which is to. continag 
in force, till the above afts, or parts of atts, wherein they relate 
to the colonies, are repealed, has been figned [O&. 24:] by all 
the members of congrefs. : | 
In their addrefs to the people of Great-Britain, the congrefs 
pay the higheft praife to the noble and generous virtues of their 
‘and our common anceitors; but in a way which rather reproach- 
es you with afhameful'degeneracy. They tell you not to be fur. | 
prifed, that they, who are defcended from the fame common ans | 
ceftors, fhould refufe to furrender their liberties and the conftis 
tution you fo juftly boafl of, to men, who found their claims on 
‘no principles of reafon, and who profecute them with a defign, 
that by having our lives and property in their power, they may | 
with the greater facility enflave you. ‘They complain of being 
opprefled, abufed and mifreprefented, fo that itis become a duty 
to themfelves and their pofterity, and to the general welfare of | 
the Britifh empire, to addrefs you on this very important fubjeft. 
‘They call upon you yourfelves, to witnefs to ther loyalty and | 
attachments to the common intereft of the whole empire; to — 
their efforts in the laft war ; and to your own acknowledgment 
of their zeal, and your even reimburfing them large {ums of mo- _ 
ney, which you confeffed they had advanced beyond their pros | 
portion, and far beyond their abilities. ‘They proceed to flate. 
and examine the meafures and the feveral a€ts of parliament, which | 
they confider as hoftile to America; and reprefent the probable , 
confequences to your country fhould miniltry be able to carry the 
point of taxation, and reduce the colonies to a ftate of perfeét — 
flavery. They ingenioufly endeavour to render theirs a caufe | 
common to both countries, by fhowing, that fuch fuccefs might | 
in the end, be as fatal to the liberties of Britain as to thofe of » 
America. ‘“* Take care (fay they) that you do not fall into the 
pit preparing for us.” After denying the feveral charges of be- — 
ing {editious, impatient of government, and defirous of indepens- 
ency, which they aflert to be calumnies ; they declare, that 1f 
neither the voice of juftice, the diftates of the law, the princi- | 
ples of the conflitution, nor the fuggeftions of humanity, canre- 
{rain your hands from fhedding of human blood in fuch an im-, 
pious caufe; they muff tell you, * That they never will fubmit 
to 
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to be hewers of wood, or drawers of water for any miniltry or 
pation in the world.” ‘They afterwatd inake a propofal, which, 
if duly attended to, may afford a favorable bafis for negociation 

—‘* Place us in ae fame fituation that we were in at the clofe of 
- the lait war, and our former harmony will be rcftored.” The 

fame truth was tranfmitced to fome of the miniftry by the late re- 
yerend Mr. IViatefield, before his death in 1770, at Newbury- 
port, in nearly the following words, “ Would you have peace 
and harmony reftored through the sohnien you ‘mutt attend to 
the military phrafe, reght about as you were.’ The like fenti- 
ment was confirmed by a fubfequent letter, froni another quar- 
ter, after a defigned conference upon the fubjeét with Thomas 
Cufhieng and Samuel Adams, efqrs. of Bolton, and Thomas Lynch, 
ely; of South-Carolina, The congrefs conclude their addrefs, 
by exprefling the utmoit regret at Hes being compelied by the 
over-ruling principles of felf-prefervation, to adopt meafures de- 
trimental to numbers of their fellow fubjects in Great-Britain 
and Ireland, in the fufpenfian of their importations from both 
thefe kingdoms. They finally reft their hope of a reftoration of 
that harmony, friendihip and fraternal affection between a'l the 
inhabitants of his majefty’s kingdoms and territories, fo ardently 
wilhed for by every true and honeft «\merican, upon the ne. 
ey and jutlice of the Britifh nation, in furnifhing a parha- 
ment of fuch wifdom, independence and public {piri it, as may 
fave the violated rights of the whole empire, from the devices 
of wicked minifters and evil counfellors, whether in er out of 
office. 

Congrefs, in their memorial to the inhabitants of Britifh Ame- 
rica, inform the colonies, that they have diligently, deliberately 
and calmly inquired into all the meafures, which have excited the 
prefent difturbances ; and that upon the whole they find them. 
felves reduced to the difasreeable alternative of being filent, or 
betraying the innocent, or of {peaking out and cenfuring thofe 
they wifh to revere. They prefer the courfe di€tated by honef- 
ty, and a regard for the w elfare of their country. After tating 
and examining the feveral laws which have been pafled, and the 

meafures veanan have been purfued with refpett to America, fince 
the conclufion of the late war to the prefent period, they inquire 
into the motives for the particular hoftility again the town of 
Boflon and province of Maffachufetts-bay ; th« rough 1 the behaviour 
of the people in other colonies, has been in equal oppofition 
to the power aflumed by parliament ; notwith{tanding which no 
flep had been taken againtt any of them by g government. ‘This 
they reprefent as an artiul fy flematic line of conduét, concealing 
feveral defigns, adding, “ It is expected that the province of the 
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Maflachufetts- -bay will be irritated into fom violent aétion, that. 
may difpleafe the re{t of the continent, or that may induce the. 
people of Great-Britain to approve the meditated vengeance of 

_an imprudent and exafperated miniftry. If the unexampled pas 
cific temper of that province fhall difappoint this part of the plan, 
it is hoped the other colonies will be fo far intimidated as to de. 
{ert their brethren, fuffering in a common caufe, and that thus 
difunited all may be fubdued.” They proceed to. {tate the. im- rq 
portance of the truft, which has been repofed in them, and the © 
manner in which they have difcharged it ; and deeply. deplore the 
neceflity which preffed them to an aN, interruption of 
commerce, and apologize with faying, “‘ We are. driven by the, ; 
hands of violence into unexperienced and unexpeéied pubhiey | 
convu IGons, and are contending for freedom fo often contended — 
for by our anceftors. Tou he people le of England,” fay they, “ will 
foon have an pupae of declaring: their fentiments concern-_ 
ing our caufe.’ In ther piety, generolity and good. fenfe, we 
repofe high confidence, and cannot upon a review of pait events 
be per fuaded, that. they, the defenders of true religion, and them 
affertors of file rights of mankind, will take part againit their af. ‘ 
fettionate proteflant brethr enin the colonies, in favor of our open, % 
and their own fecret enemies,, whofe intrigues for feveral years Ny 
paft have been wholly exerciled 1 in fapping the foundations of ci- 
vil and religious liberty.” ‘Toward the clofe they have thele q 
words, We think ourfelves bound in duty to obferve to you, ‘jj 
that the {chemes agitated again{t thefe colonies have been fo cons | 
duéied as to. render it prude nt that you fhould extend your! 
views to the molt unhappy events, and be in all refpeéts prepared 
for every contingency.” — “4 

‘The addrefs of congrefs to his majefty is clothed in the habit — 4 
ef an humble petition, wherein they: beg leave to lay their griev- 
ances before the throne. After an enumeration of them, they: — 
ymplore his emeney for protection againit them: and impute, 

all their diflreffes, dangers and fears, to the. defiruftive fyftem of | 
colony adminifiration adopted fince the conclufion of the laf. 
war. They exprefs their apprehenfion, that as his majefty enjoys — 

' the fignal ¢ diflinction of reigning Over freemen, the langue age of © 
freemen cannot be difpleafing ; adding, ‘* Your royal indignati-— 
on, we hope, will rather fall on thoie defigning and dangerous — 
men, who daringly interpofing themfelves “between your royal — 
perfon and your faithful fubjeets, and for feveral years paft in- 
ceffantly employ ‘ed to diffolve the bonds of fociety, by abufing 

your majelty’s s authority, mur eprefenting your American fubjeé Gs 
and profecuting the mot defperate and irritating projects of op- © 
preflion, have at length compelled us, by the force of accumula- | 


ted 
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ted injuries, too fevere to be any longer tolerable, to difturb 
your majeity’s repofe by our complaints.” They beg leave to 
affure his majefty, that in regard to defraying the charge of the 
adminiftration of juftice and the fupport of ciyil government, 
fuch provifion has been and will be made, as_ has been and thall 
be judged, by the legiflatures of the feveral colonies, juft and fuit- 
able to their refpettive circumftances; and that for the defence, 
proteétion and fecurity of the colonies, their militias, if proper- 
ly regulated as they carneftly defire may be immediately done, 
would be fufficient, at leaft in times of peace; and in cafe of war 
his faithful colonifts will be ready and willing, as they ever have 
_ been when conflitutionally required, to demonttrate their loyalty, 
by exerting their moft ftrenuous efforts in granting fupplies and 
raifing forces. They fay, “ We afk but for peace, liberty and 
fafety. We wilh not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do 
we folicit the grant of any new right in our favor. Your royal 
authority over us, and our connection with Great-Britain, we 
-fhall always ‘carefully and zealoufly endeavour to fupport and 
_ maintain.” ——* We prefent this petition only to obtain redrefs 
of grievances and relief from fears and jealoufies, occafioned by 
| the fyitem of ftatutes and regulations adopted fince the clofe of 
_ the late war, by the abolition of which fyitem, the harmony be- 
tween Great-Britain and thefe colonies, will be immediately re-~ 
flored. Inthe magnanimity and jultice of your majefty and 
_ parliament we confide for a redrefs of our other grievances, truil- 
ing, that when the caufes of our apprehenfions are removed, our 
_ future conduét will prove us not unworthy of the regard, we 
have been accuftqamed in our happier days to enjoy. For, ap- 
pealing to that Being who fearches thoroughly the hearts of his 
_ creatures, we folemnly profefs, that our councils have been influen- 
ced by no other motive, than a dread of impending deftruction.” 
They implore his majeity in the moft folemn manner, as the lov- 
ing father of his people, conneéted by the fame bands of law, 
loyalty faith and blood, not to fuffer the tranfcendent relation 
formed by thefe ties to be further violated, in uncertain expetla- 
tion of effeéis, that if attained, never can compenfate for the ca- 
lamities through which they muift be gained. They moft.earn- 
eflly befeech him, that his royal authority and interpofition may 
be ufed for their relief; and that a gracious anfwer may be given 
fo their petition, The clofe is a prayer, that his majelly may 
_ enjoy every felicity through a long and glorious reign, and that 
his defcendants may inherit his profperity and dominions till time 
{hall be no more. | 
The congrefs, a week after refolving upon the affociation, an 
addrefs to the people of Great-Britain, a memorial to the inha~- 
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bitants of the colonies, and an addrefs to his majefly, further re- 
folved, “ That an addrefs be prepared to the people of Quebec, 
and letters to the colonies of St. John’s, Mova-Scotia, Georgia, 
Eaft and Welt Florida, who have not deputies to ep them 
in this congrefs.”” ‘ 
Their addrefs to the French inhabitants in Canada? difcovers 
the moft dexterous management, and the moft able method of , 
application to the temper and paflions of the parties, whom they 
endeavour to gain, ‘They flate the right they had, upon becom. 
ing Englifh fubjeéts, to the ineftimable benefits oF the Enelifh 
conttitution ; and that this mght was further confirmed by the 
royal proclamation i in 1763, plighting the public faith for their 
full enjoyment of thofe advantages, sf hey impute to fucceeding | 
minifters an audacious and cruel abufe of the royal authority, in § 
withholding from them the fruition of the irrevocable rights, to a 
which they were thus juitly entitled. ‘They undertake to explain — 
to them, fome of the moft important branches of that form of 
government from which they are debarred; and in fo doing, — 
quote paflages from their countryman Montefquieu, whom they — | 
artfully adopt as ajudge and an irrefragable authority upon this — 
occafion. ‘They then proceed to fpecity and explain, underfe- || 
veral dutinét heads, the principal rights to which the people are. 4 
entitled by the Englith conftitution: and thefe rights they truly, 
fay, defend the poor from the rich, the weak from the power. , 
ful, the induftrious from the rapacious, the peaceable from the - 
violent, the tenants from the lords, and all from their fuperiors. | 
They attempt pointing out numberlefs deformities inthe Que.) 
bec bill, and placing them in thofe points of view which fhould 
ae it odiousto mankind, ‘They renew their apphcations to — 
he paflions and partiality of the Canadians ; and at length m- | 
aie Montefquieu as addrefling them thus: “ Seize the op- , 
portunity prefented to you by Providence itfelf. You are a {mall | 
people compared with thofe who with open arms inyite youinto , 
a fellowfhip, A moment’s reflection fhould convince you, 
which will be moft for your intereft and happinefs, to have alt 
the reft of North-America your unalterable friends, or your in- 
veterate enemies. Your province is the only link wanting ta 
compiete the bright and ftrong chain of union. Nature. has 
joined your country to theirs. Do you join your political ine 
terefls. he value and extent of the advantages tendered to you — 
are immenfe. Heaven grant you may not difcover them to be. | 
bleffings after they have bid you an eternal adieu.’ They en- 
deavour to obviate the ra and pr spices which might arife- 
from the difference of their rel oo principles, By inflancing 
the cafe of the Swifs Cantons, whofe union is compofed of Ron | 
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man Catholic and Proteftant flates, living in the utmoft concord » 
and peace with one another, and thereby enabled to defy and de. 
feat every tyrant that has invaded them. The congrefs, upon 
this article, appear to have winked out of fight their complaint 
about eftablifhing the Roman Catholic religion in Quebec, and 
to expect that it would be unknown to the Canadians, or give 
them no umbrage. They declare, that they do not afk them to 
‘commence hoftilities againft the government of their common fo. 
vereign, but only invite them to confult their own glory and 
welfare, and to unite with them in one fecial compatt. They 
conclude by informing them, that the congrefs had, with tnt. 
verfal pleafure, and an unanimous vote, refolved, That they 
fhould confider the violation of their rights, by the a€t for al- 
tering the government of their province, as a violation of their 
own ; and that they fhould be invited to accede to their con- 
federation. | | 
Before this addrefs was perfefted and figned, congrefs refolv- 
éd, [O€. 21.] “ That the feizing, or attempting to feize any 
perfon in America, in order to tranfport fuch perfon beyond the 
iea, for trial of offences committed in America, being againit 
99 
They have alfo agreed, that another congrefs thall be held on 
the tenth day of May next, unlefs the redrefs of grievances be 
obtained before that time. ; 
The general congrefs, having finifhed their deliberations, dif- 
folved themfelves [OG. 26.] The impartial world will go near 
to acknowledge, that the petitions and addreffes from the con- 
refs have been executed with uncommon energy, fkill, and abi- 
es and that abftraétedly confidered, in refpeét to vigor of 
mind, flrength of fentiment, and patriotic language, they would 


not difgrace any aflembly whatfoever. The ftudied attention 


that congrefs have paid to the Maflachufetts-bay and its diltrefled 
capital, will both confole and invigorate the inhabitants. Ma- 
ny, however, of the congreflional atts were neither carried una- 
mimoufly, nor without much debate. | Mr. Galloway of Penn- 
fylvania, and Mr. Duane of New-York, inclined to the fide of 
miniftry. The former became amember at the earneft folicitati- 
on of the aflembly, and refufed compliance till they had given 
him inftruétions agreeable to his own mind, as. the rule of his 
conduct. Thefe inilru€tions they fyflered him to draw up : they 
were briefly to ftate the rights anid the grievances of America, 
and to propofe a plan of amicable accommodation of the differ- 
ences between Great-Britain and the colonies, and of a perpe-- 
tual union. September the twenty-eighth a plan was propofed 


by him, which was debated a whole day, when the queftion was 


carried 
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carried fix colonies to five, that it fhould be refumed and further 
confidered: but it at length fell through. The ten refolutions: 
which the congrefs came to in their declaration, exprefling their 
indubitable rights and liberties, met with very confiderable ops . | 
pofition. Mr. Duane and others who drew with him, perplex _ 
ed the propofals matle by the high fons of liberty, fo that the | 
congrefs did not come to a fingle refolution for more than ee | 
fortnight, neither id ftatitig their rights nor theur grievances. | 
When fix days before that declaration, on Oétober the eighth, || 
the refolution was paffed, ‘‘ That the Congrefs approve the op- | 
pofition of the inhabitants of the Maffachuletis-bay to the execu: ; 
tion of the late afts; and if the fame {Kiallbe attempted, &c.”— 
Galloway and Duane not only oppofed, but wanted to have the 
protefts eriered ; which being refufed, on their return from” 
congrefs they gave each other a certificate, declaring their oppo _ 
{ition to that queflion, as they thought ita treaforiable one *— 
In fome ftage of their proceedings, thé danger. of.a rupture with —, 
Britain was urged as a plea for certain conceflions. Upon this 
Mr. S. Adams rofe up, and among other things faid 1 fubflance; 
“| fhould advife perfifting in our ftruggle for liberty, though He | 
was révealed from heaven that g99 wete to perifh, atid only one 
of a thoufand to furvive and retain his liberty. One fuch frees. 
man mutt poffefs more virtue, and enjoy more happinefs that” 
a thoufand flaves ; and let him propagate his like, and tranfmit — 
to them what he hath fo nobly preferved.” It was a flight of © 


patriotifm, fervirig to fhow the temper of the fpeaker : but the 
fentiment is fo hyperbolical, as to throw it far beyond the reachi_ 
of praGlice. Mr.S. Adains having feen an happy iflue to thé: 
iniportant deliberations of the general congrefs, after his return 
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repaired to the Maflachufetts provincial congrefs to aid in their 
deliberations. A i. 
General Gage, by the advice of his new couricil, iffued writs — 
for the holding of a general affembly at Salem on the 5th of Oc= 
tober. The events which afterward took place made him think ii 
it expedient to countera& the writs, by a proclamation for fuls 
pending the meeting of the members returned. But the legality | 
of the proclamation was called into queltion; and thé new mem-_ 
bers, to the number of go, met according to the precepts, on 4 
the day and at the place appointed. Having waited that day; i 
[O&.'5.] without the prefence of the governor, or arly fubfh- | 
tite for him, to adminifter the oaths and open the feflion; om , 
the next day they appointed a committee to confider the proclas™ | 
mnation ; and on the third, refolved them{clves into a provincial 
* Parliamentary Debates relative to general Howe. Mr. Galloway's | 
aniwers « “) ee 
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congrefs, to be joined by fuch others as have been or fhal} bé 
chofen, to take into confideration the dangerous and alarming 
fituation of public affairs. The following day they met in pro- 
vincial congrefs and adjourned to Concord, about 20 miles from 
Charleftown, and when there chofe Mr. Hancock prefident. 
~——They proceeded to appoint a committee to wait upon the 
governor with a remonitrance, in which they apologize tor their 
_ meeting, from the diftreffed ftate of the colony ; exprefs the 
_ grievous apprehenfions of the people; affert that the rigor of the 
| te port-bill is exceeded by the manner in which it 35 carried 
into execution; and complain cf the late laws and the hoftile 
preparations on Bofton neck. ‘They conclude with adjuring him, 
to defift immediately from the conftruétion of the fortrefs at the 
entrance into Botton, and * reftore that pafs to its natural fate, 
The governor was involved in fome difficulty a8 to giving theni 
an anfwer, for he could not acknowledge the legality of their 
allembly. Neceflity however prevailed. He expreffed great 
indignation at the idéa’s being formed, that the lives, liberties, 
or property of any people, except avowed enemies, could be in 
danger from Englifh troops ; and obferved, that notwithfand: 
ing the enmity fhown to the troops, by withholding from them 
almoft every thing neceffary for their prefervation, they had not 
yet difcovered the refentment which might juftly have been ex- 
_ petted to arife from fuch hoftile treatment. He veminded them, 
» that while they complained of alterations made in their charter 
_ by aéts of parliament, they were themfelves by their preféent af- 
— fembling, fubverting that charter, and now ating in direét vi- 
olation of their own conflitution: he therefore warned them of: 
the rocks they were upon, and. to defilt fiom fuch illegal and 
unconititutional proceedings. But they were not in the Jeait 
diverted from profecuting their meafurés. They adjourned to 
and met at Cambridge, [OG 17.) 0 

[O&. 21.]| A committee was appointed to draw up a plan 
_ for the immediate defence of the province. It was concluded to 
_ raife and inlift a number of minute-men, row for the firft time’ 
fo called, from their being to turn out with their arms at a mi- 
ute’s warning. Upon the debate for raifing money to pur-- 
-chafe military articles, a thoufand pounds lawful, (a fourth lef 
than flerling) was moved for.and feconded ; then two thoufand. 
The country members in common had no conception of the ex- 
pences attending warlike operations ; and were dreadfully afraid 
of voting away their own and their contlituents money, however 
} necelfary the expenditure of it. They are generally perfons of 
} good underftanding in matters within their own iphere, but are 
not competent judges of thofe that he without it : and being ac- 
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euftomed only to fmall fums, flartle at the mention of thofe, 
which to them have the comparative appearance of enormoutly 
large : and yet it is needful to humour their want of {cientific 
knowledge, to prevent difguft and obiain their fupport. Of this 
the more intelligent members of the affembly were fenfible.— 
‘Therefore the debate was clofed by appointing a committee to 
give 1n an eftimate of the articles wanted, together with their 
cot; this being done, the committee of fafety were empower- 
ed to aflemble the militia, when they fhall judge the fame ne- 
ceflary for the defence of the inhabitants of the province ; and 
she committee of fupplies to purchafe ammunition, ordnance, 
flores, &e. not exceeding the value of 20,8971. lawful, or 
15,6271. 158. flerling—a glorious fum with which to oppofe the © 
power and riches of Great-Britain !»The committee of fafety, 
and the eonmmittee of fupplies, confift of different perfons, and 
are intended for different purpofes. The firft, befide being em- 
powered to aflemble the militia, are invefted with other authori- 
ty for the fafety of the province, and are to recommend to the. 
committee of fupphies the purchafing of fuch articles as may be 
deemed neceffary. ‘The laft are to aflift the committee of fafety » 
not only by purchafing fupplies, but by affording them help for 
éxecuting the meafures, which may be thought by them requilite: 
for the publié benefit.. Both are to fit amd to continue to do 
bufinefs, when there is a recefs of the provincial congrefs, as allo 
when none exifteth. It is refolved, [O&. 25.] That all mat-— 
ters {hall be kept private; but in fuch a numerous affembly it is 
next to impoflible to effetit. Were all equally true to the fame 
canfe, each will not have the hke power of retaining a fecret. 
_[O€tober 27.| The honorable Jedediah Pribble, the honor-| 
able Artemas Ward, and colonel Pomeroy, all of whom have 
feen fome fervice in the laft war, were elefted general officers 
fo have the command of the minute-men and militia, in-cafe — 
they fhould be called out to aétion. ; 
[ O€eber 29.| The provincial congrefs adjourned to No- 
vember 23. ‘ih ‘ 
As winter approached, the governor ordered temporary bar- 
racks to be ereéted for the troops. But fuch was the diflike to 
their being provided for in any manner, that the feleét men and 
committees obliged the workmen of the town to quit their em~ 
ployment, for fear of fubjeéting themfelves to the refentments of 
their countrymen. The governor had as little fuccefs in endea+ 
vouring to procure carpenters from New-York ; fo that it has. 
been with the greateft difficulty that he has gotten thofe tempo- 
rary lodgments ereéted. He has endeavoured alfo to procure | 
fome winter covering from that city; but the merchants have 
refufed 
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refufed complying with any part of the order, and returned for 
anfwer,. “ They never will fupply any article for the benefit of 
ten, who are {ent as enemies to their country.” The general 
had thoughts at one time of erecting a fort upon. Beacon-hill.— 
The Bolton committee obtained the plan of it, waited upon 
him, and informed him, that they heard he had fuch a dehen 
and that if he proceedcé to execute it, he would get himfelf hte 
difficulties. He would not own that he had any fuch intention, 
but attempted rather to make them believe the contrary ; ou 
which they produced the plan, and told him it was the fame 
that was prefented to him the night before. 

On the other hand, the Maffachufetts committee of fafety 
were not inattentive to their duty. They recommended to the 
committee of fupplies [ Nov. 2, 8, 14, 20.| the procuring of 
pork, flour, rice, and peas, and the depoliting of the fame part-’ 
ly at Worcetter and partly at Concord. They further advifed 
the procuring of all arms and ammunition that could be got from 
the neighbouring provinces ; and of {pades, pickaxes, bill-hooks, 

avon fhovels and pots, mefs bowls, cannon, ball, &e. &c. 

Every thing now ferved to increafe the mutual apprehenfion 
and animofity between the government and the people. Thofe 
of Bolton profeifedto be under no {mall terror, from an appre- 
henfion of danger to their property, liberties atid livest ‘The 
foldiers on the other hand, confidered themfelves in the midtt of 
enemies. Each fide made profeflion of the beft intentions in 
the world for its own part, and fhowed the greateft fufpicion of 
the other. In this ttate of doubt and profeilion, matters were 
made iil worfe by a meafure, which feems not of fufficient im- 
portance in its confequences to juftify. its having been hazarded 
at fo critical a feafon. This was the landing of a detachment 
of failors by night from the fhips of war in the harbour, who 
fpiked up all the cannon upon one of the batteries belonging to 
the town. 

__ In the mean time, through the difpofition and promptitude of 
the people, the refolutions and recommendations of the provin- 
cial congrefs, had all the weight and efficacy of laws. At length 
the governor was induced to iflue a proclamation, [ Nov. 10.]| in 
which they were charged with proceedings, generally underfiood 
as nearly tantamount to treafon and rebellion. he inhabitants 
were accordingly prohibited in the king’s name, from comply- 
ing, inany degree, with the requifitions, recommendations, di, 
rections, or refolves of that unlawful affembly. 

_ | Nov. 23.] When the provincial congrefs met again, hav- 
ing Mr. Samuel Adams prefent with them, they puthed their 
preparations for hoftile oppofition. Thefe exertions fuited 
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the feelings of many in congrefs. Through timidity they began 
to ficken at heart, and upon the plea of ficknefs begged leave to. 


return home, and were indulged. Mr.S. Adams penetrated the | 


caufe of their complaint; and, in order to flop the epidemical 


diflemper, exprefled his great willingnefs, that when members _ 
were not well, they {hould be allowed to return, but propofed. 


that they fhould be enjoined, upon getting back, to inform the 
towns that they were no longer reprefented, that fo others might 
be fent to fupply their abfence, ‘The propofal foon cured the 
malady ; for the diforder chofe to remain in congrefs rather than 
incur the difpleafure of their conftituents, and be fupplanted by 
new fucceflors. ! 

The provincial congrefs refolved upon getting im readinefs 


42,000 mento aét upon any emergency ; and directed that a 


quarter of the militia {hould be inlifted as minute-men, who were 
allowed the liberty of choofing their own officers, and were to 
receive pay. They fent perfons to New-Hampthire, Rhode- 
Ifland and Conneéiicut, to acquaint them with what was doing, 


and to requeft that they would prepare their refpettive quotas to 
make up an army of 20,000 men when wanted. Upon this a _ 


number of gentlemen were fent from thefe colonies to confult 


and fettle with a committee of about twenty, chofen by the con- 


erefs for the purpofe. There was a difficulty about. fixing what 
ihould be the precife period for oppofing general Gage’s troops ; 
at length it was determined, that they fhould be oppofed when- 
ever they marched out with their baggage, ammunition and ar- 


tullery ; for this would carry in it an apparent intention of aét.. 


ing hoftilely in fupport of Brituhh meafures. 
[| Dev. 6.] A committee was appointed to correfpond with 
the inhabitants of Canada; and it was refolved, that the follow- 
ing letter be addreffed to the feveral minifters of the gofpel within 
this province :— . . . 


oe 


* REV. SIR, 


WE cannot but acknowledge the goodnefs of heaven, in con- 


ftantly fupplying us with preachers of the gofpel, whofe concern, | 


has been the temporal and {piritual happinels of this people.— 
In a day like this, when all the friends of civil and religious li- 
berty are exerting themfelves to deliver this country from its 
prefent calamities, we cannot but place great hopes in an order of 


men, who have ever diftinguithed themfelves in their country’s” 


caule, and do therefore recommend to the minifters of the gof- 
pel, in the feveral towns and other places in this colony, that 
they aflift us in avoiding that dreadful flavery with which we are 
now threatened.” | 


~ 
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The minifters of New-England being moftly congregatioaally, 
are from that circumftance, in a proteffional way more attaciied 
| and habituated to the principles of hberty thanif they had {piritu. 
al fuperiors to lord it over them, and were in hopes of poticiiing 
in their turn, through the gift of government, the feat of power. 
They oppofe arbitrary rule in civil concerns from the love of 
freedom, as well as from a defire of guarding againit its intro- 
duction into religious matters, The patriots for years back have 
availed themfelves greatly of their affiftance. Two fermons have 
been preached annually for a length of time, the one on general 
eleétion day, the laft Wednelday in May, when the new gene- 
ral court have been ufed to meet according to charter, and eleét 
_ the countellors for the enfuing year: the other fome little while 
after, onthe artillery eleétion-day, when the officers are re-eleét- 
ed, or new officers are chofen. On_ thefe occafions political 
fubjecis are deemed very proper; but it is expected that they be 
treated in a decent, ferious and inftru€tive manner. The gene- 
ral eleétion preacher has been chofen alternately, by the council 
_and the houle of allembly. The fermon is fliled the election fer- 
mon, and is printed. Every reprefentative has a copy for him- 
_felf, and generally one or more for the minifler or minitters of 
| his town. As the patriots have prevailed, the preachers of each 
fermon have been the zealous friends of liberty ; and the pafia- 
ges moft adapted to promote and {pread the love of it, have bee 
feleéted and circulated far and wide by means of new{papers, and 
read with avidity and a degree of veneration, on account of the 
preacher and his eleétion to the fervice of the day. Commen- 
dations both public and private, have not been wanting to help 
on the defign. ‘Thus by their labors in the pulpit, and by fur- 
mifhing the prints with occafional ellays, the minifters have for- 
warded and ftrengthened, and that not a little, the oppofition to 
the exercife of that parliamentary claim of right to bind the colo- 
nies in all cafes whatever, 

\ Whe clergy of this colony are as virtuous, fenfible and learned 
j? fet of men, as will probably be found in any part of the globe 
of equal fize, and equally populous. ‘The firft fettlers were early 
attentive to the providing ot fuitable perfons to fill their pulpits, 
with dignity. They faw the importance of it, and in 1636 the 
jgcneral court gave fome. hundred pounds toward a public ichoo] 
at Newton; but Mr. John Harvard, a worthy minifter of 
Charleftown, dying in 1638, and bequeathing between feven 
and eight hundred pounds to the fame ufe, the {chool took the 
ihe of Harvard college by an order of court, and the town 
upon the occafion changed its name for that of Cambridge.— 
This college has been encouraged ever fince, and is the firft up- 
| on 
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on ‘the continent.. It is the a/ma mater to whom the youth of 
this colony, in particular, are fent, whether defigned for the pul, 
pit, the bar, or other callings. Here they receive the rudiments 
of thofe qualifications by which they are enabled to ferve their 
country in a civil or facred department. The falaries of the | 
mini{ters are moderate, but in general fufficient for their fupport | 
by the aid of good ceconomy. They ‘cannot approve of often 
bringing politics into the pulpit, yet they apprehend it to be right 
upon fpecial occafions. Who but muft admit, that “ itis cer= 
tainly the duty of the clergy to. accommoadate their difcourfes | 
éo the times; to preach againft fuch fins as are moft prevalent, ~ 
and to recommend fuch virtues as are molt wanted. For exam- 
ple, if exorbitant ambition and venality are predominant, ought 
they not to warn thcir hearers againft the vices ? If public {pirit 
is much wanted, fhould they not inculcate this great virtue? If 
the rights and duties ‘of magiltrates and fubjetts are difputed, 
fhould they not explain them, fhow their nature, ends, limitati- 
ons and refiri€tions?” You have frequently remarked, that 
though the partizans of arbitrary power will freely cenfure that 
preacher, who fpeaks boldly for the liberties of the people, they: 
will admire as an excellent divine, the parfon whofe difcourfe is 
wholly in the oppofite ftrain, and teaches, that magiftrates have 
a divine right for doing wrong, and are to be implicitly obeyed; 
men retelling chriftianity, as if the religion of the bleffed Jefus 
bound them tamely to part with their natural and focial rights, 
and flavifhly to bow their neck to any tyrant; as if Paul was faul- 
ty in ftanding up for his Roman privileges,’ that he might efeape, 
a fcourging, or falling afacrifice to the malice of his countrymen, | 
when he appealed unto Cecfar. ‘ae 
Dede 4's he provincial congrefs chofe colonel Thomas and 
colonel Heath, additional generals, and foon after diffolved them-_ 
felves, that they might be at home in time to keep thank{giving | 
with their families. It has been long a cufton in the colony to. 
have a faft day in the fpring, and a thank{giving late in the fall. 
of the year, or in the beginning of winter, when the heads of fa-. 
milies colle&t their children around them; and befide attending 
the religious exercifes of the day, feaft upon a plentiful though 
not a {plendid table, and are innocently merry. ‘The obferva- 
tion of this day they call “a heefang thankfgwing.” The ap~ 
pointment of both days belongs in an orderly way to the gover- 
nor; but in thefe extraordinary times the provincial congrefs ap- 
pointed the public thank{giving, on which among other enume- 
rated bleflings, a particular acknowledgement was to be made ta 
the Almighty for the union which fo remarkably prevails in all 


The 


the colonics, 
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The aflembly of Pennfylvania met toward the clofe of the year, 
and were the firft legal body of reprefentatives, that ratified una. 
nimoufly all the a€ts of the general congrefs, and appointed des 
legates to reprefent them in the new congre{s to be held the en- 
fuing May. It is thought, that they were in a great meafure drag- 
ged into it, from the fear of a provincial convention. 

No fooner did they receive at Rhode-Ifland, the account of 
the royal proclamation, prohibiting the exportation of military 
flores from Britain, but the people feized upon and removed from 
the batteries about the harbour, above forty cannon of different 
fizes. The aflembly alfo pafled refolutions for procuring arms 
and military ftores, by every mean, and from every quarter in 
which they could be obtained, as well as for training and arming 
the inhabitants. | 
| . When copies of thefe refolutions and of the proclamation ar- 
_ rived at Portfmouth, in New-Hamplhire, the people of the pro- 
yince were {pirited up to make their firft hoftile movement. 
Though governor Wentworth’s influence could not prevent their 
_ *ppointing deputies, holding-a convention at Exeter, and choo- 
_ fing delegates for the continental congrefs; yet he had the ad- 
_ drefs to, moderate their tempers, and to keep them from aéts of 
_violence. But the example of their neighbours, and the alarm- 
ing fituation of affairs, at length roufed them to uncommon ex- 
ertions.. [Dec. 14.] More than four hundred men colleéted and 
_ befet his majelty’s caftle at Portfmouth. Captain Cochran who 
commanded, ordered three four-pounders to be fired on them, 
and then the {mall arms ; before he could be ready to fire again, 
the fort was ftormed on all quarters, and the affailants immedi- 
atély fecured both him and his men, and kept them. prifoners 
about an hour and a half, during which they broke open the 
powder-houfe, took all the powder away, except one barrel, and 
having put it in boats and fent it off, releafed him from his con- 
finement. 

The hardy inhabitants of Marblehead, ufed to all the toils and 
dangers of a feafaring life, being out of employ, have attended 
to military exercife tor hours, three days in aweek, and will 
foon conttitute a fine regiment of foldiers. The gentlemen of 
| the place have encouraged them by their own example, and made 
it profitable to them. Something fimilar has been prattifed at 
Salem, and other towns. The militia of the colony will, there- 
fore, acquire fome knowledge of arms, before they are called to 
engage in actual fervice, fhould that unhappily be the iflue of 
) prefent meafures. ' | 

The Virginia militia officers, under the command of lord Dun- 
more, convened at Fort Gower, on November the su have 
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fhown what may be expeéted from them ; for though they re» 
folved to bear the moft faithful allegiance to his majefty, they de- 
clared that the love of liberty and attachment to the real interefts 
and jaft rights of America, outweighed every other confideration, 
and that they would exert every power within them for the de- 
fence of American liberty, when regularly called forth by the 
unanimous voice of their countrymen. 

Barnftable, in New-England, and Ridgefield, in Connefticut, 
have diftinguifhed themfelves in adopting different meafures from 
the other towns in their refpeétive colonies. But the New-York» 
reprefentatives have given the greateft difguft. After the aflem- 
bly’s taking into confideration the regulations agreed upon at the 
grand congrefs refpeéting commerce, they rejetted the fame/ 
This however was thought to be compenfated for, by the late re- 
folution of the Pennfylvania convention, [ Jan. 23, 1775. | where- 
in they have declared, “* ‘That, if the petition of the continental’ 


4 
i 


congrels fhould be difregarded, and the Britifh adminiftration » 
fhould determine by force to effect a {ubmiffion to the late arbi- 


trary acts 


of the Britifh parliament : in fuch a fituation, we hold | 


it our indifpenfable duty to refift fuch force, and at every hazard | 
to defend the rights and liberties of America.” The convention | 
likewife recommended in particular the making of falt, gunpow- | 
der, falt-petre and fteel.. Among the many fons of liberty of 
which they were compofed, Mr. Charles Thomfon was eminent _ 


for inflexible fpirit; but Mr. Thomas Mifflin was as the very 
Such are his natural and ac- 


quired accomplifhments, his unwearied exertions, his zeal, his: | 


foul of the capital and province. 
addrefs, his fprightlinefs, that he enlightens and invigorates every 
thing around him. | | % 
The inhabitants of Maryland were no lefs zealous on the pre- 
fent critical occafion, than thofe of the moft a€tive provinces. 
They were all in motion, forming county meetings, entering ins 
to affociations, choofing committees, and recommending mea-_ 
fures for carrying the refolutions of the continental congrefs into 
efleGual execution. The convention has appointed a fum of mo- 
ney for the purchafe of arms and ammunition. Every perfon, 
who refufes to contribute to the purchale, is deemed an enemy 
to his country. Many of the principal gentlemen are ambitious: 
of appearing in arms to defend its liberties. They have taken 
the power of the militia out of the hands of the governor, and. 
eftablifhed it by their own authonity, for the defence of the Maf- 
fachufetts as well as of themfelves; and thus have fhown, to all> 
the world, their approbation of New-England meatures. The 
lower counties of the Delaware have a€ted in like manner. 
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_ [Jan. 27.] The New-Hampfhire affembly, in anfwer to a letter 
from Maryland, has gone further: than ever before, in faying, 
“You may depend upon the ready concurrence of this houfe with 
the meafures thought neceffary to be purfued by the other colo- 
mies in the great caufe of liberty.” 

But the province did not trufl to the complexion of the af- 
fembly. A convention of deputies was appointed by the feveral 


towns, and held at Exeter, when the proceedings of the conti- 


nental congrefs were unanimoully approved ; and members cho- 

fen to reprefent them at the enfuing one, two days before the 

aflembly gave their aniwer. ; | 

Moff of the New-Yorkers accommodate themfelves to the mea~ 

fures appointed by the general congrels. . rf 

_ The general committee in Charleflown, South-Carolina, upon 

receiving an account of thele meafures, immediately convened a 

provincial congrels, and procured a return of reprefentatives from. 
every parith and diilriét in the colony, by which mean the body 


confifted of more than two hundred, while the contftitutronal ai- 


fembly amounts to no more than forty-nine. The tncreafe of 


the reprefentatives naturally ferved the cauie ef the country, by 
engaging a greater number of leaders in fupport of it, This firit 


. provincial congrefs met on the eleventh of January, they have 


unanmoutly approved the proceedings of the general congrels, 
and refolved to carry them into execution. Committees of in- 
fpeétion and obfervation have alfo been appointed, whole bufinefs 
it is to fee that the public refolutions are univerlally obeyed, that 
fo they may net bebroken, through the felfifhnefs of individuals. 
This is the prevailing mode of guarding againfi fuch felfifhnets 
in every colony. | Rae : 

From the former fuccefs of non-importation agreements, and 
a belief that the trade of America is indifpenfably neceflary to . 
Britain, it is generally hoped and expetied in the fouthern ttates, 
that the obnoxious aéts will be repealed. ‘They have no idea of 
an appeal to the fword, notwithftanding all the mulitary parade 
that exifts. A bloodlefs felf-denying oppofition is the whole of 
their real intention, and all the facrilice that they imagine will be . 
required. Similar fentiments prevail among great numbers in 


the Maffachufetts; who while they are preparing for war, ex- 


pect that prefent appearances will never terminate in it; for that 
Great-Britain will not fight with her beft cuflomers, but will re- 
lax and accommodate,. when they find the Americans refolutely 
determined to ufe their arms rather than fubmut. | 
Perfons, who difcover great anxiety about the continuance of 
trade, are confidered as felfith, preferring private untereft to the 
good of the country ; and under this thought, the intemperate 
BVOU. “I. : | Oo - geal 
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zeal of the populace in fome places, tranfports them beyond the 
limits of moderation, to apply fingular punifhments to individu- 
als who counteract the general fenfe of the community. 
There is however to appearance, an amazing agreement through 
the continent ; and it may be imagined, that the inhabitants of | 
the twelve colonies have but one heart, and but one underiftand. 
ing. Affemblies, conventions, congreffes, towns, cities, pri- 
vate clubs and circles, are feerningly animated by one great, wile, 
active and noble {pirit—one matterly foul, enlivening one vigo. 
rous body. All their a¢is tend to the fame point, the fupport- 
ing of the meafures of the continental congrels. But be affured, 
there are great numbers in every colony, who difapprove of thefe 
meafures—-a few comparatively, from principle and a perfuafion 
that the fame are wrong, and that they ought to fubmit to the — 
raother country—fome through attachment to the late govern.‘ 
racntal authority exercifed among them—many from felf-intereft 
-—but the bulk for fear of the mifchievous confequences likely 
to follow. The profeffing friends of liberty have a€ted in a fpi- | 
rited manner, while the others have fain ftill. Such as have dif. 
covered a di{pofition to oppofe popular meafures ‘have not been 
fupported, and therefore have declined making further efforts, and — 
ablented themfelves from town and other meetings. The popu-— 
lar cry being againfl them, they have fought perfonal peace and © 
fafety in remaining quiet. But could the truth be afcertained, 


it would probably be difcovered, that in moft of the town ane i 
other meetings, even in New-England, far more thar half the — 
parties having a right to attend, from various caufes were abfent ;. 
and that there were a great many among the abfentees, who-were — | 
fuch, becaufe they knew that matters would be carried at fuch 
meetings contrary to their own fentiments. Not only fo but it | 
may be reafonably fuppofed, and time may prove that feveral in 
ailemblies, conventions and congrefles, voted againft their own 
opinion, to fecure themfelves from refentment and to promote 
their prefent intereft. Biss 
An inclination has appeared in feveral of the governmental — 
gentlemen now in Bofton, to attempt opening the court at Wor- 
cefler, and to fupport it by the aid of two regiments. It has beer 
the fubjeét of converfation. When the propofal of marching’ 
them came to be confidered in council, it. was Jaid afide. The — 


‘governor was well pleafed with the determination ; he certainly — 


does not with to briny on a rupture. 

Now let me conclude with giving you a picture of the Maffa- — 
chufetts colony, which you will be inclined to pronounce an un- 
common and aftonifhing curiofity. Some hundred thoufand — 
people are ina flate of nature, and yet as fuill and peaceable, at _ 
| prefent, 7 
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prefent, asever they were when government was in full vigor, 
We have neither legillators, nor magiftrates, nor executive offi- 
cers. We have no officers, but military ones; of thefe we have 
a multitude*choien by the people, and exercifing them with mor¢ 
authority and {pirit, than ever any did who had commiflions frora 
a governor. ‘The inhabitants are determined never to fubmit to 
the act deltroying their’ charter, and are every where devoting 
themfelves to arms. ‘lo torce upon them a form of yoyernment 
to which they are abfolurely averfe, may not be within the omnie 
potence of a Brittih parliament. The attempt has produced a 
fufpenfion of all legal authority, aad yet individuals enjoy the 
fame fecurity as beiore, even when they differ from the public 
-fentiment, have they the prudence to moderate their tempers and 
obferve a neutrality. By accommodating themfelyes fo far to 
the times, they are fafe at home and abroad. 

_ The fortitude with which the town ef Botton fupports its pre- 
fent diftrefles, and the determination it difcovers to endure ag 
much as human nature can, rather than betray the American caufe 
and endanger the liberties of poflerity, will fecure it the enco- 
miums of future generations, Not a town or city in all the colo- 
nies would have been likely to have exhibited fo glorious a f{pec- 
tacle, had it been called out to a fimilr trial ; and all the friends 
of American liberty through the continent may congratulate them- 
felves, that the ftorm of minifterial vengeance has fallen firft upe 
on the capital of the Maflachufetts, as in confequence of it they 
have enjoyed the opportunity of providing againit the work 
shat may be attempted, in order to reduce them to fubjettion, 
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London, March 3, 1778. 


A Strange fupinenefs prevailed, fer fome time after my laft 
4 & was clofed, among the great body of the Englifh nation; 
and the colony contelts were little regarded. Numbers flattered 
themfelves, that as things had formerly fo often appeared at the 
verge of a rupture, without aétually arriving at it, fome means 
would be found for accommodating the prefent difpute. The 

opinion 
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opinion alfo was circulated, that a continuance of refolution 
perfifted in, would certainly put an end to the conteft, which 
(it was faid) had been nourilhed wholly by former conceflions ; 
people in general were therefore inclined to truft the trial of per- 
feverance and refolution, toa miniftry who valued themfelves up- 
on thefe qualities. The times have been highly favorable to any 
purpofe, which only required the concurrence of the parliament 
and the acquiefcence of the public. Admuniftration has taken 
advantage of thefe circumflances, [ Sept. 30, 1774, | and the late 
parliament has been dillolved, a twelve month before the expect, 
ed time. This may be meant as a preparatory flep to the moft 
‘coercive meafures with America; but in a new houfe of com, 


mons miniflry will be left at large, to choofe or alter thew line 


of conduét as incidents may vary, and if neceffary, can throw all 
the odium of the late laws upon the former parliament. 
[ Nov. 30.| His majelty in his {peech informed the new one, 


that a molt daring fpirit of difobedience to the law flill unhappily 


prevailed in the Maffachufetts, and had broken forth in freth Vi- 


wlences of a criminal nature; that thefe proceedings had been | 


; o mi 
encouraged in other colonics, and unwarrantable attempts been 


made to obftru€t the commerce of the kingdom, by unlawful 
combinations; that fuch meafures had been taken, and fuch ors 


ders given, as were judged moft proper for carrying the laws ins 


to execution ; and that they might depend upon a firm refolution 


to withfland every attempt to weaken the fupreme authority of | 
the legillature over all the dominions of the crown, his majefty 
being aflured of receiving their fupport while acting upon thele 


principles. 


ee 
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The propofed addrefs in the houfe of commons, produced aa 


contiderable debate ; and t'\> minifler was reminded of the migh« 


ty effeéis he had predicted from the late acts againft America: . 


2) 


—They were to humble that whole continent in the duit, with- 


out further trouble, and the punifhment of Bofton was to ftrike — 


an univerfal panic on all the colonies ; that refractory town would 
be totally abandoned, and inftead of obtaining relief, a dread of 


the fame fate would even prevent the appearances of pity. But — 


the addrefs was carried without any amendment, by a majo- 
rity of more than three to one. 


7 z iS \~ 
That trom the houfe of lords was couched in ftrong terms, 


and was warmly debated. Jt was rendered memorable by a pro-— 


teil, thought to be the firft upon an addrefs, and which was very — 


pointed ; 1t concluded with the following remarkable declarati- 
on: “ But whatever may be the mufchievous defigns, or the in- 
confiderate temerity, which leads others to this delperate courfe 


we wilh to be known as perfons, who have difapproved of mea- ~ 
a > . 2 


{ures 
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fures fo injurious in their paft.effe&ts and their future tenden-- 
and who are not in hafte, without inquiry or iniormation, ic 
commit ourfelvesin declarations which may precipitate our coun- 
try into all the calamities of a civil war.*” The addreis was 
carried by a majority of 63 to 13. i 48 

Notwithitanding the hoitile tone of the {fpeech, and the great 

majority that fupported the addrefles, there appeared an irrefolu- 
tion on the fide of miniftry ; and previous to the Chrifimas recef 
they feemed evide. tly to fhrink from all conteft upon American 
fubjects. The national eftimates were entirely jormed upon a 
peace eitablifhment; and the minifter of the naval department 
publicly afferted in the houfe of lords, that he knew it would 
be fully fufhcient for reducing the colonies to obedience. He 
fpoke with the greateft contempt both of the power and courage 
of the Americans; and held that they were not difciplined, nor 
capable of difcipline, and that formed of fuch materials, and 
fo indifpofed to. a€tion, the numbers, of which fuch boafts had 
been made, weuld only add to the facility of their defeat. 
* The eftablifhment will indeed, be fully fufficient, if the mini- 
flry mean to employ the navy only, and to recal the military.— 
Ships may effeét that with little hazard and expence, which if 
once attempted by foldiers, may plunge the nation into enormous 
difburfements, and yet not be accomplifhed. A few fhips of the 
line flationed fingly near the capital ports of the colonies, and a 
number of frigates employed as cruifers to flop the Americans 
from fending any veilels to fea; and this meafure continued, 
would at length weary out the inhabitants of the towns and cities 
upon the fea-coaft of the continent, and-induce one or other of 
them to fubmit; and if but one link of the chain gave way, the 
whole would foon come to the ground; and were the fea-ports 
once brought to adjuit the prefent difpute with adminiftration, 
the towns in the back country might be gradually inclined to the 
fame, whatever may be their prefent apprehentions. The pro- 
per application of the navy to the American conteit would alfo 
exclude all foreign interference. 

The congreflional proceedings were received before the Chrift- 
mas recefs, and miniltry were difpofed to retract their violent 
meafures and to redrefs American grievances. To this end, applica- 
tion was made, under the aufpices of the minilter, to the body of 
the American merchants, defiring them to frame petitions for 
the redrefs of American grievances, and the reftoration of Ame- 
rican rights, and promiling compliance with them, as it was 
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* Lords who figned the proteft—Richmond, Portland, Reckingham, 
S:amford, Stanhope, Torrington, Pon‘onby, Wycombe, Camden. 
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moft agreeable to the miniftry to repeal the obnoxious afs, 
feemingly in confequence of petitions at home. While this was 
in agitation, letters were received from New-York, affuring that 
the ailembly would rejett the proceedings of the general congrefs, 
and that there would be a feparation of that colony from the 
reft. Frefh hopes were conceived from the profpect of a divi- 
fion, upon which miniftry reverted to meafures more adapted to 
their own inclination *. ~ | 

But a the recefs, perfons began to confider the confe- 
quences which might follow the congreflional proceedings, and 


ageneral alarm was {pread. ‘This produced feveral meetings of 
the North-American merchants in London and Bniftol; and 


petitions to parliament were prepared and agreed upon in both 
places. But the trmes were fo altered from what they were for- 


merly, that no mercantile oppofition could prove efficacious by, 


endangering the continuance of the miniftry. sf 
On the firft day of the meeting after the recefs, the nobleman 
at the head of the American affairs, laid the papers belonging to 


his department, before the lords, on which Lord Chatham rofe, 


and expreffed his utmoft diffent and difapprobation of the whole 
fyfiern of American meafures. | | 


Being in poffeffion at prefent of your friend Mr. Quincy’s” 


journal, wherein he gives a particular aecount of his lord{hip’s 


- 


fpeech, of the copies of feveral letters fent by himfelf to Ameri. 
ca, and of other matters, permit me to tranfcribe from the — 


fame, and give you the thoughts and expreflions of Mr. Ouincy, 
with the dates. — eA 


[Nov. 11, 1774.] Wiewed Plymouth docks. My ideas of 


the riches and powers of this great nation are increafed to a de- 
eree I fhould not have believed, if it had been predicted to me. 


{ am notin any meafure reconciled to the Britifh plan of taxing 


America, but I fhould with cheerfulnefs accede to a contribution 


from the colonies, (they being the fole judges of the time and _ 
quantity of their grants) toward the charges of the Britifh go- 


vernment. ‘ 


[Nov. 18.] This morning J. Williams efq; informed me, that 
governor Hutchinfon had repeatedly affured the minifiry, that 


a union of the colonies was utterly impraéticable ; that the peo- 


ple were greatly divided among themfelves in every colony; and 


that there could be no doubt but that all America would fubmit ; 


that they muit, and would foon. Several of the nobility and 


muniftry affured Dr. Franklin of the fame facts, 


*See the Remembrancer, Part II. p. 227, the note. 


[Nov,. 
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_ {Nov. 19.] Lord N——— repeatedly faid to me, « We 
mui try what we can do to fupport the authority we have claim. 
ed over America; if we are deteStive in power, we mutt fit down 
contented and make the beft terms we can; and nobody then can 
blame us after we have done our utmoit; but till we have tried 
what we can do, we can never be juftified in receding ; and we 
ought to, and fhall be very careful not to judge a thing impofli- 
ble, becaufe it may be difficult; nay, we ought to try what we 
can effect before we can determine upon its impra€ticability.” 

pov. 24.) To- “ The following language’ hath 
been reiterated to:me in various companies’— “ We are afraid 
of nothing but your divifion, and your want of perfeverance.— 
Unite and perfevere; you mutt prevail—you muft triumph.” 

“ From parliament expeét no favour, but what proceeds from 
fear. Depend not upon commercial plans for your fafety.— 
Dr. Franklin is an American in heart and foul: © His ideas are 


_ hot contratted within the narrow limits of exemption from taxes, 


but are extended upon the broad fcale of total emancipation.— 


He is explicit and bold upon the fubje@.” 


[Nov. 26.] Governor P— affured me, that all the mea- 


fares againft America were planned and puf'd on by Bernard 


and Hutchinfon. They were inceffant in their applications to 


| adminiftration, and gave the moft pofitive affurances of fuccefs. 


{Dec. 6.] Mr. commiffioner M———— waited on me. In 


the courfe of converfation he faid, “ You can have no idea of 
the taxes of this kingdom, and the diftrefs of our poor. They 


areextreme poor and wretched indeed—every thing here is tax 
ed to the utmoft. The colonies muft relieve us: they mutt eafe 
us of our taxes, &c,” He alfo affirmed to me, that governors 


Bernard and Hutchinfon were principally attended to in ‘the late 


meatures againft the colonies. But he added, that government 


Thad found many things had turned out different from Hutchin- 


fon’s reprefentation, and had not been ‘at all conformable to 


what he foretold. 


To -——_. “ My whole time is employed in endeayour- 
ing to ferve my country. I find every body eager to hear, moft 
people willing to be fet right, and almoft all grofsly ignorant of 
the American world. It is agreed on all hands, that your cou- 
tage—your courage, I repeat it—will be brought to the teft— 
Should it prove anfwerable to your oftentations, and worthy of 
your anceftors, your friends will amazingly increafe, your hear- 


ari.” 


“ Many of your peas here in both houfes will not take a 


dceifive part til] they fee hew you attin America. For fhould 
_ they 


ees 
——<- 


"se 


ty friends will be in raptures. Prepare, prepare I fay, for the. , 
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they take a determined part now in favour of that country, and 
in a fhort time America give back, their hopes of rife into pow- 
er and office (which are the hopes of all Britifh ftatefmen) would 
be for ever at an end. . Therefore till the colonifts difcover that. 
union and fpirit, which all parties here agree, mult force fuccefs,, 
you are not to expeét any great exertions in your favour. But, 
when once there is a conviction, that the Americans are in ear- | 
ieft, that they are refolved to endure all hazards with a fparit, | 
worthy the prize, (and not till then) will you have many firm, | 
active, perfevering and powerful friends. For, {trange as it 
may feem, there 1s a great doubt here, among many, whether, | 
you are really in earneft, in the full force and extent of thofe, 
words.” Me Ses Sen ee a 
[Dec..12] Lord ——— appeared a very warm friend tov 
the Americans, and faid, ‘‘ If they continue united, they mut 
have all they afk.” He particularly mentioned, that Lord ; 
M——_., laft feflions, aflured the houfe of lords,-that the . 
lan they had laid would go down in America fine clade; and. 
alfo, that he had the beft intelligence what might be carried 
through there. H's lordfhip had no doubt that fuch affurances ) | 
was grounded on Fiutchinfon’s information. i 
‘[Dec. 14.]| ToR——. “ Your countrymen muft feal 
their caufe with their blood. They mutt preferve a confiftency — 
of chakaGer. THEX MUST NOT DELAY.:, They muft—or bay. 
trodden down into the vileft vaflalage—the fcorn—the fpurn of 
their enemies—a by-word of infamy among all men.” 


. 


[Dec. 16.] To E-———. “ Permit me to congratulate my. 
countrymen on the integrity and wifdom, with which the con-_ 
refs have conduéted. Their policy, fpirit and union, have 
confounded their foes, and infpired their friends. All parties 
agree in giving them a tribute of honor and applaufe. My Lord 
N- endeavoured to explain away his exprefhton, “ 1 wall 
have America at my feet.” Beware of the arts of negociation.”” _ 
“ By the way, there is no doubt but the miniftry fent large. 
fums to New-York in order to bribe your continental delegates. » 
It was openly avowed and vindicated ; and great boaft was. 
made of minifferial fuccefs in this way, with the delegates from_ 
New-York. It was faid, that they had effected a dif-union | 
which would be fatal to the caufe of America. You can’t well 
imagine the chagrin with which the miniltry received the refult 
of that glorious body. They are viewed as the northern conjiel- 
lation of glorious worthies, dluminating and Warming the new, 
world,” NT ead Cae er 

us 
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To Jofeph Reed, efq; (of Philadelphia.) 


_ [ Dec. 17:] “ Sure I am that the miniftry have no where fuch 
{anguine hopes of a defeétion as from that quarter (New-York.) 
Their influénce is no wheré fo forcibly extended ; it is certain 
they will be aftonifhingly difappointed if they do not find a fen- 
fibility to their touch. Lord C.——— faid in the houfe of lords, 
the other day, “ Were Lan American, I would refift to the laft 
drop of my blood.” Your parhamentary friends fay, {natch the 
opportunity for peace and reconciliation. Your fanguine and 
warm partizans fay, “ You are united and infpired now, cir- 
cumitances that may never happen again. Seize the happy 
and glorious epportunity for éftablifhing the freedom and focial 
felicity of all America. There is a tide in the affairs of men.” 

. [Jan. 2, 1775.| While (at Bath) viewing the moft magni- 
ficently elegant new rooms, in company with colonel Barre, he 
faid, pointing to the piétures taken from the ruins found at 
Herculaneum, “I hopé you have not the books containing the 
Uraughts of thofe ruins with you.” I replied, ‘* There was one 
fet I believed in the public library at our college.” “ Keep them 
_ there (faid he) and they may be of fome fervicé as a matter of 
curiofity for the {peculative, but let them get abroad and you are 
| ruined. ‘Vhey will infufe a tafte for buildings and {culpture ; and 


when a people get a tafte for the fine arts, they are ruined, ’Tis 
_taite that ruins whole kingdoms. ‘Tis tafte that depopulates 
_ Whole nations. I could not help weeping when I furveyed the 
ruins at Rome. All the remains of the Roman erandeur are of 


L 
_ works which were finifhed, when Rome and the {pirit of Ro- 
mans were no more, unlefs I except the ruins of the Emilian 
baths. Mr. Ouincy, let your countrymeén beware of tafte in their 
buildings, equipage, and drefs, as a deadly poifon.” 

Colonel Barre alfo added in the courfe of converfation,— 
About fourteen or fifteen years ago, I was through a confider- 
able part of your country ; for in the expedition againit Canada, 
iy bufinefs called me to pafs by land through Pennfylvania, 
New-Jerfey, York and Albany ; and when I returned again to 
this country, I was often {peaking of America, and could not 
help {peaking well of its climate, foil, and inhabitants ; for you 
muit know, fir, America was always a favorite with me. But 
‘will you believe it, fir, yet I aflure you it is true, more than 
two-thirds of this ifland at that time, thought the Americans 
were all negroes.”’ Ireplied, “I did not in the leaft doubt it, 
forif Iwas to judge by the late aéts of parliament, I fhould 
fuppofe that a majority of the people of Great-Rritain fhl! thouvhr 
fo, for I found that their reprefentatives flill treated them ag 
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fuch.” He fmiled and the difcourfe dropped. ‘The colonel was 
among thofe who voted for the Bolton port- -bill. 
[Dec. 2o.| Attended the debates of the houife of lorigite 
Good forine gave me one of the beft places -for taking a few | 
minutes. | f 
Lord Chatham rofe like Marcellus. ‘* Viros fuperiment om- 
nes.” He. feerned to feel himfelf fuperior to thofe around him. | 
His language, voice, and geflure, were more pathetic thanl | 
ever {aw or heard before at the bar or fenate. He feemed like 
an old Roman fenator, rifing with the dignity of age, yet fpeak- ; 
ing with the fire of youth, 
‘The illuftrious lage ftretched forth his hand with the decent | 
folemnity of a Pau “a and rifing with his fubjeét, he {mote his ' 
breaft with the energy and grace of a Demofthenes. He open- 
ed with fome general obfervations, on the importance and mag- 
nitude of the ‘American quarre. "(as he called it.) He enlarged 
bess the dangerous and ruinous events that were coming upon 
the nation, in confequence of the prefent difpute, and the mea- 
fures already. begun and now carrying on by his majefty’s mi- | 
niflers. He arraigned their conduct with great feverity and | 
freedom. He then proceeded : ! 
‘ My lords, thefe papers from America, now laid for the fink | 
time before your lordihips, have been, to my knowledge, five 
or fix weeks in the pocket of the minifter, And notw ithitanding 
the fate of this kingdom hangs upon the event of this great con- 
troverly, we are but this moment called to a confideration of this 
important fubje&t. My lords, I do not want to look into one — 
of thofe papers; I know their contents well enough already. I 
know that there is nota member in this houfe but is acquainted 
with their purport alfo. There ought therefore to beno delay - 
nm enter ing upon this matter ; we ought to proceed to it imme | 
sent We ope to feize the firft moment to open the door 
ef reconciliation. ‘The Americans will never be in a temper or 
iiate to be reconciled (they ought not to be) till the troops are 
withdrawn. The troops are a perpetual irritation to thefe peo- 
ple: they are a bar to all confidence, and ali cordial reconcile- 
ment. I therefore, my lords, move--That an bumble addrefs 
be prelented to his majefly, moft humbly to advife and befeech 
his majefly, that, in order to open the way towards an happy 
fettlement of the dangerous troubles in America, by begiming 
to allay ferments, and foften animofities there; and above all, 
for preventing, in the mean time, any fudden and fatal cata- 
ilrophe at Bolton, now fuffering under the daily irritation of an 
army, before their eyes, polted in their town, it may gracyoufly 
pieafe his majelty, that immiediate orders may be difpatched to 
general 
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eneral Gage, for removing his majefty’ S forces from the fowl 
of Botton, ee {oon as the rigor of the feafon, and other circum- 
{lances indifpenfible to the fafety and ACE DOUG of the faid 
troops, may render the fame praéticable.”’ 

_ “ The way, my lords, muft be immediately opened for re 


conciliation. It will foon be too late. I know not who advited : 


the preient meafures. J know not who Te tow a Bos ever- 
ance and enforcement of them; but this I wil! | fay,. that who- 
ever advifes them ought to ves for it, at his utmoft peril.— 
I know that no one will avow, that he advifed, or that he was 
the author of thefe ee every one thre cs from the 
charge. But fomebody has advifed his majefty to thefe meafures, 
and if his majefty continues to hear Gach evil counfellors, te 
majefty will be undone. His ma yelty int decd may wear his 
crown ; but the American jewel out of it, it will not be worth 
the wearing.” 

‘© What more fhall I fay ? I muft not fay, that the king is 


_ betrayed ; but this I will fay, the NATION is reined. Wha 


ey idavsr have we for our claims over America? W hati. ts. 


our right to perfift in fuch cruel and vindi€tive me: afures againt{t 
that loyal and refpeciable people ? 'T Bey fay you have no right 
to tax them without their confent. They fay truly. Reprefen- 
tation and taxation mutt go together ; they are infeparable. Yet 
there is hardly a man in our ftreets, though fo of as Cie fo 
be able to get his daily bread, but Peis he is the legiflator of 
America. Our American fubjeéts is a common phrafe in the 
mouth of the lowell orders of our citizens; but property, my 
lords, is the fole and entire dominion of the owner ; it excludes 
all the world befides the owner. None can intermeddle with it. 
It is a unity; a mathematical point. It is an atom ; untangible 


by any butthe proprietor. ‘Touch it—and the owner lofes hi iS. 


whole ees The touch contaminates the whole mats ; the 
whole property vanifhes. ‘The touch of anather annihilates it— 


for whatever is a man’s own, 13 abfolutely and exclufively his, 


own.” 

“ In the laft parliament all was anger—all] was rage. alee Ve 
niftration did not confider what was practicable, but. what was 
revenge. Sine clade victoria was the language of Vie oinuitty, lait 


feffions, but every body knew, an Poa mig anh know, .that fuch 


would not be the iffue. But. the ruin of ie nation was a matter 
of no concern, if adminiftration might be reve enged. Seas 


were abuled, mifreprefented, and aA luced in the moit. attroci- 
ous manner, in order to give a colour, and urge on to the 
mott precipitate, unjult, cruel, and vindictive 1 meafures. that 


ever difgraced a nation.’ 
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Gnoffius hac Rhadamanthus habet durz/fima regna, 

Cafugatque, AUDIT que dolos. 

“* My lords, the very infernal {pirits, they cha/ti/e, cafligatques 
fed auattque, my lords. The very {pirits of the infernal regions 
HEAR before they pumfh. But how have thefe refpectable peo- 
ple behaved under all their grievances ? With unexampled pa-  ) 
tience, with unparalleled wifdom. They chofe delegates by | 
their free fuffrages : no bribery, no corruption, NO INFLUENCE 
here, my lords. Their reprefentatives mect with the fentiments — : 
and temper, and {peak the fenfe of the continent. For genuine 
fagacity, for fingular moderation, for folid wifdom, manly f{pi. > 
rit, fublime fentiments and fimplicity of language, for every | 
thing refpeétable and honorable, the congrefs of Philadelphia | 
fhine unrivalled. This wife people fpeak out. They do not | 
hold the language of flaves : they tell you what they mean— | 
They do not afk you to repeal your laws as a favour: they claim 
it as aright : they demand it. They tell you, they will not | 
fubmit to them: and I tell you the a€ts muit be repealed ; they 
will be repealed ; you cannot enforce them. The miniftry are 
checker-mated. ‘They have a move to make on the board ; and 
yet not a move but they are ruined. ut 

Repeal, therefore, my lords, I fay. But bare repeal will not Ms 
{atisty this enlightened and fpirited people. What! repeal a _ 
bit of paper: repeal a piece of parchment! That alone won’t 
do, my lords. You muft go through. You muft declare you 
have no right to tax ; then they may truft you; then they will 
have confidence in you. I have heard a noble lord fpeak, wha 
ieemed to lay fome blame upon general Gage. I think that ho- | 
norable gentleman has behaved with great prudence and becom- 
ing caution. He has entrenched himfelf and ftrengthened his 
fortifications. I don’t know what he could do more, His fitu- 
ation puts me in mind of a fimilar tranfa€tion in the civil wars of 
France, when the great Conde on one fide, and Marfhall Tu- 
renne on the other, with large armies lay many weeks very near 
each other. Turenne, confcious of the terrible confequences 
ofa victory to himfelf and country, though the armies were fe-_ 
veral days in fight of each other, never came to a battle. On 
his return to the court of France, the queen afked him, “ Why, 7 
Marfhall, I think you lay feveral days in fight of your enemy, 
and you might have been up with him at any time ; pray why 

didyou not take him ?” The general very fhrewdly replied, 
* Should I have taken him, pleafe your majefty, I was afraid 
all Paris would have taken me.”_—-My lords, there are three 
ynillions of whigs. Three millions of whigs, my lords, with © 
arms in'their hands, are a very formidable body. "Twas the 
whigs, 


. 
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whigs, my lords, that fet his majefty’s royal anceftors upon the 
throne of England. I hope, my lords, there are yet double Uc 
number of whigs in England that there are in America. 1 hope 
the whigs of both countries will join and make a common caule. 
Ireland is with the Americans to aman. The whigs of that 
country will, and thofe of this country ought, to think the 
American caufe their own. They are allied to each other in 
fentiment and intereft, united in one great principle of detence 
and refiftance ; they ought therefore, and will run to embrace 
and fupport their brethren. The caufe of fhip-money was the 
caufe of all the whigsof England. Yow fhall not take my money 
without my confent, 1s the doétrine and language of whigs. Itis 
the doctrine and voice of whigs in America, and whigs here. It 
is the doétrine in fupport of which Ido not know how many 
names Icould—I may call in this houfe : among the living 
cannot fay how many I could, to join with me and. maintain 
thefe do€irines with their blood ; but among the dead I could 
raife an hoft innumerable. And, my 
are very many found, fubftantial, honeft whigs, who ought and 
who will confider the American controverfy as a great common 
caufe.” 

‘* My lords, confiftent with the preceding doftrines, and with 
what I have ever and {hall continue to maintain, | fay, I fhall 
eppofe America whenever I fee her aiming at throwing off the 
navigation aét, and other regulatory atts of trade, made dona fide 
for that purpofe, and wifely framed and calculated for reciproca- 
tion of interefl, and the general extended welfare and fecurity of 
the whole empire, It is fuggefled fuch is their defign, I feeno 
evidence of it. But to come at a certain knowledge of their 
fentiments and defigns on this head, it would be proper firft to 
do them juftice. Treat them as iubjetts, before you treat them 
as aliens, rebels and traitors.”’ 

“ My lords, deeply impreffed with the importance of taking 
fome healing meafures at this moft alarming diffracted {tate of 
our affairs, though bowed down with a cruel difeale, I have 
crawled to this houfe, to give you my beft experience and coun- 
cil; and my advice is to befeech his majefly, &c. &c. This ts 
the beft I can think of. It will convince America, that you 
mean to try her caufe in the fpirit and by the laws of freedom and 
fair inquiry, and not by codes of blood. How can fhe pow, trot 
you, with the bayonet at her breaft ? She has ail the yeaion in 
the world now to believe you mean her death or bondage.” 


‘© Thus eniered on the threfhhold of this bufinefs, I will knock 


_ tyour gates tor juftice without ceafing, unlefs inveterate infir - 
Mities flay my hand, My lords, I pledge myfelf never to leave 
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lords, at this day, there 
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this bufinefs: I will purfue it to the end in every fhape. Iwill | 
never fail of my attendence on it, at every ftep and period of | 


this ereat matter, unlefs nailed down to my bed by the feverity 
of difeafe. My lords, there is no time to be lof; every mo- 


ment is big with dangers. Nay, while I am now fpeaking, the - 


decifive blow may be flruck, and millions involved in the con: 


~fequence. The very firft drop of blood will make a wound, 
that will not eafily be fkimned over. Years, perhaps ages may 
not healit. It will be erretadele oulnus, a wound of that ranco-. 

rous malignant, corroding, feftering nature, that in all probabi- — 
lity it will mortify the whole body. Let us then, my lords, fet 
to this bufinefs in earneft, not take it up by bits and {craps as 
formerly, juft as exigencies prefled, without any regard to the — 
general relations, connections and dependencies. Iwould not 
by any thing I have faid, my lords, be thought to encourage 
America to proceed beyond the right line. I reprobate all atts — 


of violence by her mobility, but when her inherent conflitutional 
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rights are invaded, thofe rights that fhe has an equitable claim to i 


the full enjoyment of, by the fundamental laws of the Englifh x 


coniliitution, and ingrafted thereon by the unalterable laws of — 


nature, then Lown myfelf an American, and feeling myfelf fuch, 


fhall, to the verge of my hfe, vindicate thofe rights againft all. — 


men, who firive to trample upon or oppofe them’ 


From the effetts of this fpeech on the great audience without — 
the bar, and from my own emotions and feelings, the miracles — 


of ancient eloquence—the blaze of genius and the burft of thought 
—wiith which Grecian and Roman orators. have been faid to 
work wonders in the fenate and the field, na longer appeared 
fabulous. | 

Lord Camden fpake next on the fide of America and in fup- 
port of the motion. He equalled lord Chatham in every thing, 


but that fire and pathos which are the forte of his lordfhip. In 


Jearning, perfpicuity and pure eloquence, probably no one ever. — 


furpailed Lord Camden. 


His lordfhip opened briefly upon the nature of property, the — 


right of taxation, and its mfeparability from reprefentation. ‘* My 
lords (he faid) I will not enter into the large field of collateral 
realoning applicable to the abftrufe diftin€tions touching the om. 
nipotence of parliament. ‘The declaratory law fealed my mouth. 


Gut this I will fay, not only as a ftatefman, politician and phi- — 
lofepher, but as a Common Lawyer, my lords, you have no 
right to tax America. I have fearched the matter. I repeat it,” 
my lords, you have no right to tax America. The natural rights 
of man and the immutable laws of nature are all with that peo. 


ple. Much firefs is laid on the fupreme legiflative authority of 
BA Great 
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Great-Britain, and fo far as the doflrine is direéted to its pro. 
per object I accede to it. But it is equally true, according to all 
approved writers on government, that no man, agreeable to the 
principles of natural or civil liberty, can be divelted of any part 
of his property witheut his confent. Every thing has been ftak- 
ed on this fingle pofition, that acts of parliament muft be obey- 
ed: but this general, unconditional, unlumited affertion, I 
am far from thinking applicable to every pofhble cafe, that may 
arife in the turn of times. For my part, I imagine, that a 
power, refulting from a truft, arbitrarily exercifed, may be law- 
fully refifted; whether the power is lodged in a colieétive body, 
or fingle perfon, in the few or the many. However modited 
makes no difference. Whenever the truit is wrefted to the inju- 
ry of the people, whenever opprefiion begins, all is unlawful and 
unjult, and refiftance of courle becomes lawful and right. But 


Tome lords tell us ferioufly, that adminiftration muft reduce the 


Americans to obedience and fubmiffion, that is, you muft make 
them abfolute andinfamous {flaves, and then—what? We will, 
lay they, give them full liberty. Ah! is this the nature of man? 
No, my lords, I would not truft mylelf, Amerzcan as Lam, in 
this fituation. Ido not think I fhould, in that cafe, be myfelf 
for giving ef them liberty. No, if they fubmitted to fuch un- 
jot, fuch crucl, fuch degrading flavery, I fhould think they were 
made for flaves ; that fervility was iuited to their nature and genius. 
I fhould think they would befl ferve this country as their flaves; 
that their fervility would be for the benefit of Great-Brivain ;and 


Tfhould be for keeping fuch Cappadoczans ina ftate of fervitude, 


fuch as was fuited to their couititution, and might redound much 
to our advantage.” | 

“ My lords, fome noble lords talk very much of refiftance to 
a€ts of parliament. King, lords and commons are fine founding 
names. But, my lords, ats of parliament have been refifted in 
all ages. King, lords and commons may become tyrants as 
well as others. Tyranny in one or more is the fame. It is as 
lawful to refift the tyranny of many as of one. Somebody once 
aiked the great Mr. Seddon, in what law book, in what records 
or archieves of the fate you might find the law for refilling ty- 
ranny. “ I don’t know, (faid Mr. Selden) whether it is worth 


your while to look deeply into the books upon this matter ; but, 


Til tell you what is molt certain, that it has always been the cuf- 
tom of England—and the cuftom of England isthe law of the 
land.” 

“ There is a gentleman, whom I need not name, his works are 
well received and well known, who avoids ftating any rule, when 
refiflance is lawful; and he lays dowa the revolution as the only 

precedent. 
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incidents, that may juftify cannot be defined ; but the people at 
large will judge of their welfare and happinefs, and aét according 
ly. The fame writer fays, that whenever acafe exattly fimilar in 


allits parts and circumftances to the revolution, when a cafe thal} a 
run upon adf fours with that, theri the law feems to be fettled, that 


refiflance is lawful. Ido not pretend to quote his words. i 
think his meaning is very much as I have flated it. But un- 


doubtedly in cafes, in many refpe&ts diffimilar, but in equal de. 
gree tyrannical and oppreilive, refiftance may be lawful, arid the 
people in all ages, countries and climes have at times known thefe a 


it 


things; and they have and will for ever at accordingly.” 


Lord Shelburne, in the courfe of his argument, faid, ‘ My a 


precedent. He fays, that the various circumflances, events and 


lords, we know, we all know, that juftice and injuflice, right — 


and wrong are not at all confidered in the courfe of our parlia- Bi 


mentary proceedings. We all know that nothing is debated in 


parliament for information or conviétion, but for mere form. — 
Every thing is confidered in the cabinet and broucht into arlia~ 
5 a 8 


ment, and not for confideration, but for the fanftion of the le- ‘, 


gillature, and the fcreening the counfellors of the king. The 


mea{ures of parliament are the meafures of the minifter; and 


the meafures of this minifter are very often thofe of his commif- _ 
fioner.” The Marquis of Rockingham alfo fupported the mo- _ 


tion. l 


Lords Littleton, Suffolk, Gower, Townfend, Rochford and i 


Weymouth, fpoke in oppofition. I omit relating what their lord- 
fhips faid, left I fhould be fufpeéted by any who may fee this 
journal, of an unfair report of their {peeches. But a very re- 
markable faying of Lord G- I carinot omit. | 
faid, “ I am for enforcing thefe meafures (and with great {neer 
and contempt) let the Americans fit talking about their natural 


and divine rights, their rights as men and citizens, their rights — 


from God and nature.” | 
The houfe, at about ten, divided after the preceding debates, 
on the queftion, contents 18, non-contents 77, including prox- 


1e€S; 


Thus far from Mr. Quincy’s papers. 


His lordfhip. y 


The language of the lords in adminiftration was high and 


decifive. And it was declared, that the mother country fhould 
never relax till America confelfed her fupremacy, and it wasac- 


knowledged to be the minilfterial refolution, to enforce obedience _ 


by arms. | 

The principal trading and manufacturing towns in thé king- 
dom, having waited to regulate their conduct as to Americaa 
affairs, by that of the merchants of London and Briflol, fol- 


lawed — 
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lowed the example of thefe two great’ commercial bodies, and 


_ prepared petitions upon that fubject to be préfented to parlia- 


ment. 
‘Jan. 29.| The petition from the merchants of Loridon was 


of courfe the firft delivered, and it was moved to be referred to 


the committeé, appointed to take into confideration the Ameri- 
can papers; but it was moved by way of amendment, on the mi- 
nifterial fide, that it fhould be referred td a feparate committee to 
meet on the 27th, the day fucceeding that appointed for the con- 
fideration of American papers. This was objetted to as a fhame- 
ful pitiful evafion ; but upon the queition’s being put, the amend- 
ment was carried, 197 againft 81, who fupported the original 
motion. 
Bye ak fimilar fate ‘attended the’ petitions from Briftol, Glafrow, 
Norwich, Liverpool, Manchefter, Birmingham, Wolverhamp- 
ton, Dudley, and fome other places ; all of which, in turn, were 
configned to What the oppofition termed the committee of obl:- 
vion. | | 

[ Jan. 26.| On thé day appoirted for the confideration of 
American affairs, a fecond and very flrong petition was prefented 
from the merchants of London. On which it was moved; thai 
the order for referring the merchants petition to a feparate com- 
mittee fhould be difcharged, and that it fhould be referred to a 
committée of the whole houf, appointed to confider the Ameri- 
can affairs. The indignity and mockery offered to lo reat a bo- 
dy as the merchants of London by the late refolution, which with 
an infidious affeétation of civility, received the petition with one 
hand, and threw it out of the windéw with the other, was paint- 
ed in ftrong colours. All the debates, on the fubjéét of the pe- 
titions, were attended with an unufual degree of afperity, and 
even acrimoay on the fide of oppofition. ‘The conduét alfo of 
the late parliament was ferutinized without mercy, and 1S me- 
mory treated with more than want of refpe&t. A gentleman, ré- 
imarkable for a farcallic poignancy ini his obletvations, in {ketch- 
ing a fhort hiftory of that parliament, faid, that they began their 
political life -with a violation of the facred right of é€ictlion m 
the cafe of Middiefex; that they had died in the a& of popery, 
when they eftablifhed the Roman catholic religion in Canada ; 


and that they had left a rebellion in America; as alegacy.. The. 


gueftion was rejeéted upon a divifion by a very great majo- 
rity. 
Though it was then late, 4 petition was offered fromi Mr. Bol. 
lan, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Lee; flating that they were autho- 
tifed by the American continental congre!s, to prelent a petition 
from thé congrefs to the king, which petition his majeftv had re- 
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ferred to that houfe, and that they were enabled to throw great 7 
light upon the fubject : they prayed to be heard at the bar, in fup-, 
port of the faid petition. A violent debate enfued. The minifi 
try alledged, that the congrefs was no legal body, and none could 
be heard in reference to its proceedings, without giving that ille | 
gal body fome degree of countenance. It was anfwered, that 
the congrefs, however illegal as to other purpofes, was fufficients |} 
dy legal tor prefenting a petition. It was figned by the names of | 
all the perfons who compofed it, and might be received as from 
individuals. It was faid, That it was their bufinefs rather to find | 
every plaufible reafon for receiving petitions, than to invent pre. | 
tences for rejetting them: that the rejection of petitions was one © 
principal, if not the moft powerful caufe of the prefent troubles 2) 
and that this mode of comftantly rejecting their petitions, and ret 
fufing to hear their agents, would infallibly end in univerfal re. 
beilion, and not unnaturally, as thofe feem to give up the rights 
cf government, who refufe to hear the complaints of the fubjeét. | 
The muiniftry infulted the petition as containing nothing but pres — 
tended grievances, while they refufed to hear and difewfs it. Ig 
was rejected by 216 to 68. This rejeétion muft have been fore. ~ 
Jeen by all who knew, that on the fourth of the month, Lord | 
Dartmouth, by the king’s orders, had written a circular letter to ~ 
the governors of his majefty’s colontes, requiring them to ufe 
their utmeft endeavours to prevent the holding of any more con- 
grefles ; and that the American grievances were, in that letter, 


termed pretended. ‘This letter was written a few days after the _ 


petition had met with an apparent gracious reception, and had © 
been promifed a due confideration; but probably not before fa- 
vorable advices had been received refpetting the New-York af- 
fembly. ; : 
It was evident, that both houfes of parliament were ready te 
adept any meafures which adminiftration fhould propofe ; and it 
awas confidently believed and aflerted, that. when the merchants 
and manufacitrets were deprived of all hopes of preventing the 
operation of force, it would then become their intereft to give 
all poflible effe€t to it. ‘They would thus become by degrees, a 
principal fupport of that caufe, which they now fo eagerly op- — 
pofed. | 3 | zs 
The opinion of the efficacy of a forcible mode of proceeding 
in America, and the hopes of compelling a great body at home + 
to concurrence, have made the minifters more and more refolved — 
to go through, and complete the plan with which they have be- ~ 
gun. It may however be much doubted, whether they {ufpect 1» 
that the American conteft will end in blood. Some of them in — 
all probability have fuch a firm reliance upon Mr. Hutchinfon’s 
7 jadgment, ie 


A.D. i775.) AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


a 


o7 


judgment, as to flatter themfelves that the colonifts will give 
way to thoie appearances of coercion, which they have ‘adopied, 
and mean {ur:her to adopt ; and fo have engaged in the prefent ha- 
zardous politics, in hopes of eajoving a bloodieds conquelt, and 
therein a complete triumph over all oppofition. 

[Feb. 1.| lord Chatham perfevered in the profecution of his 
conciliatory icheme with America, and accordingly brought into 


preme legiflative authority, and fuperiatending power ot Great- 
Britain over the colonies.” 

This bili caufed a variety ef difenffion within and without 
doors. ‘The miniflry obferved, that it was a propofition of re- 
conciliation by conceffion, which was caufe fuflecient to induce 
them to reject it; their plan being, at prefent, to thow a firm. 
refolution not to give way in any inftance, while the eppofition 


-in America continued. It was unufual in parliament to reject, 
on the firfi propofition, any Lill for an object allowed to be ne- 


ceffary ; and promifing, however faintly or rudely, any plan for 
obtaining the end propofed. But the proceeding on this occafion 
was different. They condemned without referve the bill in the 
whole, and in all its parts ; aud it was moved, and ftrongly fupport- 


ed by all the lords on the fide of adminiftration, that the bill be re- 


jected in the firt inflance. The noble framer defended himfelf 
and his bili from the numerous attacks which were made on both, 
with great {pirit and vigor. The indignity offered him, feemed 
to renew all the fire of youth; and he retorted the farcafms, which 
were levelled at him from different quarters, with a moft pointed 
feverity. The nature of the fubjecis debated, and the {tate of 
temper on both fides, produced much warmth, fevere altercati- 
on, and even perional animadverfion. The bill was rejetted by 
a majority of 61 te 32, not being allowed to lie upon the table. 
The rejection ef it may be of no differvice to the coloniits. It 
contained in it, a propofal to require.of congreis the making of 
a free grant to the king, of a certain perpetual revenue, fubject 
to the difpofition of the Britifh parliament ; and congrefs was to 
adjuft the proportions of the feveral charges to be borne by each 
province, toward’the general contributory fupply. Had it paf- 
fed into an aét, the colonifts might not have united in the pro- 
pofal, but dangerous divifions have followed, fo that you may 
have no occafion to regret its fate, efpecially as that will {’rength- 
en your union, and increafe your friends. 

A petition-was prefented to the commons, from the planters of 
the fugar colonies refiding in Great-Britain, and the merchants 


of 


the houfe of lords the outlines of a bill, which he hoped would. 
an{wer that {alutary purpofe, under the title of “A provincial — 
att for fettling the troubles in America, and for afferting the fu- ._ 


it 


- 
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of London trading to thofe colonies, fetting forth the diftrefs to, 
which the Wefl-India iflands will be reduced, unlefs the former 
harmony between this kingdom and the American colonies is re- 
fiored. Like all the former upon the fybject, it was referred to 
the eflablifhed petition committee. The day it was prefented, the 
minilter opened his defigns in refpe€t to America. Having pre-. } 


pared the way by a {peech, he moved for an addrefs to the king, | 
and for a conference with the lords, that it might be the joint} 
addrefs of both houfes. The addrefs returns thanks for thecom- 
munication of the American papers; and declares, that they find — ‘ ‘ 
from them, that a rebellion a€tually exifts within the province of | | 
the Mafiachufetts-bay ; that the parties concerned in it have been) > 
countenanced and encouraged by unlawful combinations and ene ua. 
gagements entered into, in feveral of the other colonies ;) thataan 
they never can relinquith any part of the fovereign authority over 
all the dominions, which by law is vetted in his majelly and the 

two houfes of parliament ; that they ever have been, and always 
Shall be, ready to pay attention and regard to any real grievances 
of any of his majelty’s fubje€ts, wiich fhall ina dutiful andcon- 


dtitudonal manner be laid before them ; but at the fame time they, 
beleech his majefty to take the moft efleCtual meafures to enforce!) 
clue obedience to the authority of the fupreme legiflature; and)” 
in the moft folemn manner aifure him, that at the hazard oftheir 
fives and properties, they will ftand by him againft all rebellions 
attempts, mn the maintenance of the jJuit rights of his majefty and 
the two houfes of parliament. | a 

Lord North then gave a {ketch of the meafures he intended to” a 
purfue, which were to fend a greater force to America, and ta’ 
bring in a temporary aétto put a ftop to all the foreign trade of 
the different colonies of New-England, particularly their fifhe- |: 
ry on the banks of Newfoundland, ‘till they returned to their 
duty. 8 

The addrefs was fo loaded with confequences, the extent of 
which could not be defined, that it called up ail the powers af 
oppofition ; and even fome few of the mcf moderate in the 
houfe feemed to fecla kind of horror, at entering upon a mea- 
fure fo dangerous in the tendency, and inexplicable in the: 
event. ") 

fa gentleman, of the firft eminence in the law, followed the 
miniler through the whole detail of his {peech, and anfwered the — 
diferent pofitions, He infifted, that having examined with legal: ia, 
precifioa the definitions of treafon, the Americans were not in ae 
rebellion, and faid, ‘© Whatever the diforders may be,. they ane) 
¢reated by the conduét of thofe, whofe views are to eftablith def- 77 
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the moft abje& ftate of fervility, as a prelude to the realizing the 
fame wicked fyftem in the mother country.” He conclu ded by 
maintaining, that an oppofition to arbitrary mealures is Watrant- 
| ed by the conttitution, and eftablifhed by precedent. 
_. The other gentlemen of the minority entered but little in’o the 
juridical part of the debate ; but maintained, that it woud be 
imprudent for parliament at this time to declare the diluroancés 
rebellious. They faid, ‘‘ It is well known no aét of violence has 
been_committed in the Maffachufetts-bay, which has not been 
equalled by fomething fimilar in every other province, and fome. 
times even exceeded by atis of a more heinous nature ; that there- 
fore the only effect of this violent, but partial declaration of re- 
bellion, will be to delude ourfelves into preparations ot hoflility, 
as if againit one province only, when in truth we have to con- 
tend with twelve.” 
- Onthe other fide, the crown lawyers and minifterial debaters 
maintained, that fuch Americans as come within certain delcrip- 
| tions, and have been guilty of certain a€ts, and firll perfevere in 
the fupport and commiffion of fuch atts, are ina flate of atiual 
_tebellion ; that the punifhment of a few of the worit fort of trai- 
| tors, fuch as Hancock and his crew, may be fufficient to teach 
the reft their duty in future ; and. that the boafted union of the 
colonies will diffolve the moment parliament fhows itfelf refolved 
on vigorous and fevere meafures. Some gentlemen of rank in 
_ the army, treated ail idea of refiftance by the Americans with the 
utmoft contempt. They faid, * ‘They are neither foldiers, nor 
ever can be made fo, being naturally of a pufillanimous difpot- 
tion, and utterly incapable of any fort of order or difcipline ; and 
by their lazinefs, uncleanlinefs, and radical defect of conflitution, 
they are difabled from going through the fervice of a campaign, 
but will melt away with ficknefs, before they can face an enemy ; 
fo that a flight force will be more than fuflicient for their com- 
plete reduétion.” Many ludicrous ftories to that purport were 
told, greatly to the entertainment of the houfe. A motion how- 
ever was made for an amendment, which upon a divilion was 
rejefted by a large majority, 3°4 againft 105. The quetlion 
being then put for the addrefs, was carried by nearly the fame 
_ Majority. 
But the minority had not done with the bufinefs. [Feb. 5.] 
Upon receiving the report irom the committee a few days alter, 
a noble lord made a motion to recommit the addrefs; and fup- 
ported it with many arguments. He ftated our domeitic {ituati- 
on, and inferred the impropriety and danger ofa declaration from 
that houfe of the: exiftence of a rebellion in any pert of our do- 
minions ; and fhowed the detperate meafures into which it might 
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precipitate the Americans, and the advantage that might be taken 
of fuch an occafion by our powerful and watchful neighbours, 
whole ancient enmity and jealoufy were much increafed by the 
glory we had acquired, and the difgrace and lofs they had ‘utfered- 
in the lait war. He faid, ‘* My head and my heart join in depre- 
cating the horrors of acivil war, which will be rendered {till more | 
dreadful, by its iavolving in it certain confequences, a foreign 
one with the combined torces of great and powerful nations.” 
‘This motion introduced the longeft and moft interefling debate | 
that had taken place in the new parliament. It was acknowledged _ 
on all hands, that the prefent cri‘is was the moft perilous and in- 
tricate, in which the nation had been involved fince the revoluti-n) | 
on. It was contended by thofe who oppofed the motion, that 
the Americans were not to be won by kindnefs or retained by. 
benefits, and that the tendernefs, which had been conftantly prac. 
tiled by government, had produced the prefent fatal confe- 
quences. ‘The danger from toreign powers fupporting the Ame- 
ricans, was faid to beimaginary: and it was {ull contended by 
feveral, that an appearance of vigorous meafures, with fome re-_ 
inforcement of the troops at Bofton, would prove fufficient to — 
quell the difturbances in America, without the drawing of — 
blood. + ES 
On the other fide, the addrefs was fhenatized as cruel, fan- - 
guinary, and unjuft. It was urged, “ The Americans have 
given the flrongeft and moft unequivocal demontilrations of their _ 
filial piety toward the mother country. They, have fought and — 
bled by our fide. In the prefent flate of diftrattion, they require 
no more for the reftoration of harmony, than to be placed in the 
fame ‘ituation they were in at the clofe of the laft war. They), 
have been nurfed up, for a long feries of years, in ideas of cer- | 
fain rights, of which, the eleCting of their own reprefentatives, — 
and the difpofal of their own money for the public fervice only — 
through them, are among the principal. If this is an error, the 
crown and parliament are equally faulty with the Americans, 
having in their whole conduc} conitantly nourifhed the delufion. 
Att the time of the repeal of the ftamp-aét, two of the firft names 
ef this kingdom, for ability as well as legal knowledge, befide 
many others, utterly denied the right af taxation. Is it then to — 
be wondered at, that the Americans, with fuch authorities on 
their fide, are tenacious of a right fo invaluable in its nature, 
which has at all times been confidered as the diftinétion between 
freemen and flaves, which has been confirmed by fo long a pre- 
cription, and upon which, to this inflant, the wifeft and honefi- — 
ef men, even in the mother country, are divided in opinion P=" 
Philip the fecond, and his feventeen provinces, are the counter-_ 
a 
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part of what we are a€ting. In comparing the probability of 
events, can any man fay, Great-Britain has fucha profpeét of 
victory in the event as Spain might then have expetied? If we 
imagine that the powers of Europe will fit flill during this con- 
tefl, we mutt fuppofe a fyftem of policy now to prevail, or 
rather an extenfion of folly, all over Europe, which never betore 
was known in any period of its exiflence.” 

Much ill temper appeared in every part of, the houfe in the 
courfe of thefe debates. The miniftry were charged with acting 
uniformly and fyftematically upon tory and arbitrary principles, 
which had thrown the whole empire into a ftate of confufion and 
difira@tion. <“ In a word,” it was faid, ‘* the fhort and fimple 
queition before the houfe, is, whether we {hall lofe the colonies, 
‘or give up our miniltry.”’ 
‘Phe miniftry, on the other hand, talked much about fattion 
at home, and republican principles; and the Americans being 
{pirited up to their rebellion by incendiary writers and fpeakers 
in England. After a debate, which continued till half an hour 
after two in the morning, the motion for the recommitment of 
the addrefs was rejected by nearly the former majority. 

When it was moved in the houfe of lords, to fill up the blank, 
left open in the addrefs, by the infertion of the words, “ The 
lords {piritual and temporal, &c.’” to render the inftrument the 
joint act of both houfes, a debate enfued. The queftions of trea- 
fon, rebellion and conftruétive treafons, were deeply entered in- 
to by two great law lords, who differed totally in their legal and 
political fentiments, and carried on a long argument between 
‘them, with great warmth and ability; in which a large flock of 
profeffional and general learning was difplayed on each fide. It 
is to be lamented, that with all the boafted excellency of our con- 
ftitution, a queftion of fo vaft magnitude as to include in its con- 
fequences, the lives, fortunes, and honors of all the fubjects of 
this empire, ftill remains involved in fuch ob{curity, as not only 
to admit of a difference of opinion, but that even the great ora. 
cles of the law are bewildered in its darknefs. This extraordina- 
ry debate was attended with fome fingular circumftances. Lord 
Mansfield, to the great furprife of mo{t of his auditors, con- 


/ 


demned, in very explicit and unreferved terms, the meafure of | 
laying on the duties in 1767, which he declared to be the moft 


abfurd and pernicious that could be advifed, and the caufe of alk 
the prefent impending evils. The duke of Grafton, Lord Shel- 
burne, and Lord Camden, who were at that time cabinet coun- 
fellors and held the firit offices in the flate, declared feparately in 
their places, that they had no fhare in that meafure, nor had ever 
given any approbation, The menner in which a mealure of mint- 
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firy was carried againft the opinion of minifters was not explained, | 
A difciofure relative to a matter, which had already corivulfed | 


the whole empire, and was {till more to be dreaded in its future 
confequences, excited general amazement, mixt with indignati- 
on and regret in individuals. The fatal and over-ruling fecret 
influence, which had fo long guided and marred all public af 
fairs, was deplored and animadverted upon in different parts of 
the houfe. - : 
When the queftion came to be put, whether to agree with 
the commons in the addrefs, by inferting the words neceflary ta. 
fill up the blank, it was carried by a prodigious majority. But» 
the lords Richmond, Craven, Archer, Abergavenny, Rocking: 
ham, Wycombe, Courtenay, Torrington, Ponfonby, Cholmon: 
deley, Abingdon, Portland, Camden, Effingham, Stanhopé, 
Scarborough, Fitzwilkam, and Tankerville, protefted againit | 


* an addrefs amounting to a declaration of war, which 1s found: — 


ed on no proper parliamentary information, which follows the 
rejection of every mode of conciliation, which hold out no 
fubftantial offer of redrefs of grievances, and which promifes 
fupport to thofe muinilters, who have inflamed America, and. 
grofsly mifconduéted the affairs of Great-Britain.” — an: 


| 
| 


[ Feb. g-| The addrefs was delivered, and an anfwer given, ; | 


wherein his majefty affured both houfes, that they might de 
pend upon his taking the moft {peedy and effettual meatures for 


enforcing due obedience to the laws, and the authority of the — 


fupreme legiflature. 


On that or the preceding day, the petition and memorial from 


the affembly of Famaica to his majelty, was laid before the com- 


mons. It wasdrawn up in very tlrong terms. The petitioners 
entered into afull, free, and argumentative difcuffion of the late 


claims of the mother country, and of the rights of the colonies: 
the former of which they combated, and the latter defended 
with great force. ‘Chey equally deplored and beheld with a-_ 
mazement, a plan almott carried into execution for reducing the 


colonies into the moft abje€t ftate of flavery ; and they fupplica~_ i 


ied the throne, and demanded and claimed from the fovereign, 
as the guarantee of their jut mghts, that no laws fhould be forc-_ 


ed upon them, injurious to their rights as colonifts or Englifh-_ 


men ; and that, as the common parent of his people, his ma- 


jelty would become a mediator between his European and Amex — 


rican fubjetts. 


_ [Feb. 10.] The next day the minifter moved for leave to 
bring ina bill to reftrain the trade and commerce of the New4 ~ 


England provinces, to Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh 
Welt-Indiaillands, and to prohibit them from carrying on any” 
: | : fifhery 


~ 
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_ ifhery on the banks of Newfoundland, and other places therein 
to be mentioned, under certain conditions, and for a limited time, 
In anfwer to the objections made to it while the fubjeét of de- 
bate, the charges of injuftice and cruelty were denied; and the 
‘contrary maintained ; it was declared to be neceflary.; and it 
was obferved, that though the innocent were involved with the 
ruilty, and friends with foes, the necellity might be lamented, 
Put could not be helped. ‘The motion fora bill was carried by 

_ a majority of three to one. Saher es) 

_- In the progrefs of the bill, the London merchants and traders, 

anterefted in the American commerce, petitioned againit it, and 

were allowed to be heard. In conlegence of this a long train of 
witnefles were examined, and it appeared, That in 1764, the 
four New-England colonies employed in their feveral fifherics, 
no lefs than 45,880 ton of {fhipping, and 6002 men, and that the 
produce of their fifheries in the foreign markets for that year, 
amounted to 399,220]. 16s, flerling :—That the fitheries were 
greatly increafed ; that all the materials ufed in them, except 
falt, and the timber of which their veffels were built, were taken 
irom this country, and that the nett proceeds of the fifh were re- 

_ amitted here ; and that there was near a million of money owing 

| from New-England te the city of London only, ‘They flated to 

_ the houfe, that the calamities confequent upon the bill muft falt 

in’a particular degree upon the innocent. The cafe of the in- 

“abitants of Nantucket would be particularly hard. They 

_ amounted to fome thoufands, nine-tenths of them Quakers, in- 

hhabiting a barren land : but by an aftonifhing induftry they kept 

140 velfels in conitant employ, eight in the importation of pro- 

vifrons for the ifland, and the reft in the whale fifhery. | 

[Feb. g0.] While the bill was pending, lord North amazed 

all parties, and feemed for a time nearly to diflolve his own, by 

aconciliatory motion in regard to America. It prepofed, “ That 
when the governor, council, and affembly, or general court of 
jus majefty’s provinces or colonies, fhall propofe to make provi- 
fion, according to their refpective conditions, circurmfances, and 
fituations, for contributing their proportion to the common de. 
fence (fuch proportion to be raifed under the authorities of the 
general court, or general affembly, of fuch province or colony, 
and difpofable by parliament) and {hall engage to make provifion 
alfo, for the fupport of the civil government, and the admini. 

{tration of juftice in fuch province or colony, it will be proper, 

if fuch propofal fhould be approved by his majefty in parliament, 

and for fo long as fuch provifion fhall be made accordingly, to 
forbear, in refpeét of fuch province or colony, to l¢évy any du-- 
ties, tax, or alfeflment; or to impofe any further duty, tax, or 

Vou. I, | | Rr alleilment, 
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affeffment, except. only fuch duties as it may be expedient to, 
impofe for the regulation of the commerce, the nett produce of 
the duties laft mentioned to be catried to the account of fuch 
province, colony, ot plantation, refpeétively.”’ The numerous 
high prerogative party, who had ever oppoied ariy relaxation in 
favor of the colonies, heard the propofition with horror, and 
confidered themfelves as abandoned or betrayed. They pro- 
nounced it a {haieful prevarication, ahd,a mean departure from ~ 


principle ; and finally concluded with declaring, that they would 


make no conceflions to rebels with arms in their hands; and that 


they would eriter into no meafure for a fettlement with the Ame-. 


ricans, ut which an exprefs and definitive acknowledgment from 
them of the fuprefiacy of parliament was not a preliminary arti- _ 
cle. A gentleman of the long robe, and who has lately diftins 
guifhed himfelf for his zeal in promoting all the meafures for re- 
ducing the colonies (Mr. W-——) had the addrefs in a few mi-_ 
mutes to hafh the commotion, by corivincing the mal-contents, 
that the appearance of conceflion, lenity, and tenderriefs, which 
had fo much alarmed them, were of fuch a nature, that they 
could not interfere with the moft rigid meafures which they wifh-_ 
edtoenforce. The gentlernen in oppofition, faid, “ The mo — 
tion is infidious, bafe and treacherous, in the higheft degree.” — _ 
The minifter ackriowledged it to be a cheat, and defigned for 
the purpofe of difuniting the Americans; but it will tend only — 
to confolidate that common mafs of union into which they have te 
been thrown by the Bolton port-aét. ‘The queflion was carried — 
by a majority of three to one. 7 | ae 


[ Teb. 27.| A petition from the merchants, traders, and prin- — 


cipal inhabitants of Poole, in Dorfetfhire, was prefented, in — 


avowed oppofitior to that from London, andin fupport of the 
principles of the fifhery-bill, This petition fet forth, that the a 
teftraints upon the colonies would not by any mearis be injurious — 
to commerce ; and that the foreign markets might be amply fup- 
plied; by extending the Newfoundland fifhery Poh England. _ 
They concluded by foliciting, no lefs for their own immediate 
advantage than for the univerfal benefit of their country, fuch 
exicouragement as parliament fhould thmk proper. _ ae 
A petition was alfo delivered from the Quakers in behalf of _ 
their brethten and others, the inhabitants of Nantucket, in~ 
which they flated their innocence and induftry, the utility of © 
their labours to themfelves and the comimumity, the hazards at- _ 
tending their occupation, and the uncertainty of their ains; and” 
fhowed, that if the bill paffed into a law, they muft fhortly be. 
expofed to all the miferies of a famine. | : fy 
| ne 
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. KInevery ftage of the bill, the debate rekindled ; and, in the 
‘courfe of it, the minority obferved, “‘ When it was thought wil- 
‘dom to gverthrow eftablifhed privileges, and to combat national 
prejudices, by ftarting the new claim of taxation, the Americans 
went no further than to deny our right of internal taxation.— 
Having gained the point of urging them to queftion one right, 
we foon convinced them, both by argument and pra€tice, that 
an external tax might be made to anfwer all the purpofes, and to 
produce all the mifchiefs of internal taxation. ‘They then denied 
our right of taxing for fupply. Parliament then proceeded to 
deprive them of their charter, and to change the courie of julhice 
and trials. Then they were pulhed to deny the power of inter- 
nal lJegiflation. But {till they had hitherto never formally reject 
ed the power of parliament to bind their trade, Weare now to 
convince them, however, that if but a fingle branch ef legiila- 
tive power is left to this country, we can diftort that branch in 
fuch a manner, thatit fhall include all the purpofes of unlimited 
tyranny.” It appeared upon evidence at the bar of the houte, © 
that by the operation of the bill, many thoufands of innocent in- 
habitants would be reduced to the fad alternative, either of pe- 
rifhing through want at home, or of removing to fome other lefs 
rigorous government for proteftion and fupport; fo that a fa- 
mine among the New-Englanders was predicted as ihe contfe- 
‘quence of the bill. 

Some gentlemen on the other fide of the queftion, acknow- 
ledged the harfhneis of the meafure ; but lamented its being in- 
difpenfably neceflary. A much greater number contended, that 
the bill was in an high degree mercitul, and that the New-Eng- 
land colonies did not want refources to prevent a famine. A 
few went fo far as to regret, that the bill did not convey punith- 
ments adequate to the crimes of the Americans, and to dread 
that the famine which had been ftrongly pragnotflicated, and 
pathetically lamented, would not take place. 

Mr. Quincy fails to-morrow, for the Maffachu/etts. He is 
very far trom being well; and has been attended upon repeatedly 
by Dr. Fothergill. The doétor thinks the Briftol air and water 
would give him perfeét health ; and it is greatly againft his own 
opinion and inclination that he takes the voyage. But he rifks 
his life for the goad of his own colony in particular, and of Ame- 
ricain general. His moft intimate friends infill upon his going 
direéily to Bofton. They fay no letter can go with fafety ; and 
that he can deliver more information and advice viva voce, than 
can or ought to be written. They urge that by going now, if he 
arrives fafe, he muft be of great advantage to the American 
caufe. 


He 


Hores from Britain,. his majefiy’s fpeech, and the addreffes of 
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He is tatell the people of your colony, by no means to take | 
any flep of great confequence (unlefs on a fudden emergency} 
Without the advice of the continental congrefs ; and is to repair 


to that honorable body, when met at Philadelphia. 


’ ? 


You will hear from him, how egregioufly the Americans have 


been infulted by feveral in both houfes of parliament, in being” 


pronounced daftardly cowards and poltroons, to be looked into 
Juvniffion at the approach of a regiment ; and that if this is your 
tiue charatter, there will be no great exploit in the brave 


_ general Grant’s marching fuccefsfully, with only five regiments — 


from one end of the continent to the other, of which he has de. 
clared himfelf capable. It is faid, that an American durft not 
look ata red coat. 


tern upon half pay looks upon himfelf as qualified for fubduing 
America. 


as to an enemy of his country. Mr. Quincy will be likely alfo 


to give you the name of the member, who in a late fpeech adul.. 
terated the Englith tongue, that he might gratify his inveteracy, 


by punifhing you with /farvatzon. 


The fenator holds this language in the fe-_ 
nate ; and the general at the head of an army. It pafles for a 
maxim, and it is thought fcepticifm to. doubt it. Every fubal-_ 


If a man fays otherwife, the finger is pomted at him 


By a future opportunity you will receive an account of the — 


progrefs of the reftraining and fithery bill through the houfe of 


dords ; of the further proceedings of parliament and miniftry ; 


ot 


and of the national complexion. 


AIT. 


jG et leek We nd 


* 


Roxbury, April 26, 1775. 
HILE the Maffachufetts had no provincial congrefs, the 


_ attive friends of government had an opportunity to try 
their ftrength in a few places, and to attempt refilling the gene- 


ral current, by refufing a compliance with the refolutions of the 


colony congrels; but the dilfentients were overwhelmed by: 
numbers, and their attempts proved abortive. 
The royal proclamation prohibiting the exportation of military _ 


the 
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the new parliament, in the opinion of many, cut off all hopes of 
reconciliation, more efpecially in New-England. 
[¥eb. 1.] The new Maflachufetts congreis met at Cambridge, 


| and Mr, Hancock was unanimoufly chofen prefident. They 


adjourned to Concord in about a fortnight, that the diftance 
might afford them greater perfonal fecurity, and render them 
lefs liable to interruption by any meafures of the governor. That 


_ the colony might be fomewhat prepared for the forefl trial, they 


urged in the ftrongeft terms, the militia in general,’ aud the m1- 
-nute men in particular, to {pare neither time, pains nor expence, 
at fo critical a junéture, for perfecting themfelves forthwith in 
the military difcipline. They paffed refolutions for the provid. 


| ing and making of firearms and bayonets, and renewed the pro-. 


hibition of their predeceffors, againft fupplying the troops at 
Bofton, with any of thofe neceflaries peculiarly requifite for tie 
military fervice. ‘The committee of fafety had directed in ine 
beginning of January, that all the cannon, mortars, cannon 


j balls and fhells, fhould be depofited at Worcefler and Concord, 
“in the fame proportion as was done by the provifion ; and while 
_the congrefs was fitting, [ Feb. 13, 21.] voted, * that the com- 
| mittee of fupplies do purchafe all the powder they can, and alfo 
) all kinds of warlike ftores, fufficient for an army of fiiteen thon- 

fand men to take the field.’, 


Lhe propriety of the precautions taken to guard againft a fur. 


prife was manifeft from the following event. 


 [ Feb. 26.| General Gage receiving intelligence that cannon 
and carriages were depofited in the neighbourhood of Salem, fent 
a corps of troops from the e¢aftle, under lieutenant colonel Leilie, 


on board atranfport, to feize and bring them away. They land. 
ed at Marblehead, proceeded to Salem, found nothing there, and 
lpaffed on to the draw-bridge leading to Danvers, where a num- 


| ber of people affembled, and thofe of the oppofite fide took up 


the bridge to prevent their crofling. The officer ordered it to be 
let down ; the people peremptorily refufed, faying, “ It is a pri- 
vate road, and you have no authority to demand a paffage this 
way.” On this refufal he determined to make ufe of the boats 
which were at hand ; his intention was perceived, and the own- 
€rs Jumped into their own boats, and with their axes fcuttled 
them, to make them ufelefs for the prefent ; during the tranfaéti- 
' there was fome fcuffle between them and the foldiers. Things 
Were apparently tending to an extremity. The reverend Mr. 
Bernard, a congregational clergyman of Salem, and other gen- 
lemen, urged the letting down of the draw-bridge; but it was 
not done, till much time had been {pent in altercation, during 
Which period the articles that colonel Leflie was after, were con- 


| veyed 
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veyed away. When the opportunity of crofling offered, he} 
marched about thirty rods, to the fpot where the artificers had| 
been employed in making carriages, &c. but finding nothing, | 
and it being now late in the evening, returned and went on 
board the tranfport without meeting with any moleftation. This| 


‘expedition tookglace on the Lord’s day, which might contribute} 


to its ending Tappily without mifchief. On any other day, | 
when the people were not attending public worfhip, but difperf} 
ed about and following their fecular bufinefs, the landing of the! 
troops would have been difcovered, and fome quarrel might have} 
en{ued while they were making it good, or afterward upon their) 
march. The governor probably pitched upon the Lord’s day,’ 
in hope that it would prevent every painful cataftrophe ; but the: 
expedition {pread an alarm, ! oe | 

The Maflachufetts congrefs were difpleafed with the proceed-. 
ings of the New-York general aflembly ; who renounced all 
concern with the late continental congrefs, declined choofing de-: 
legates for the propofed new one, and in their own fingle capa- 


city, fenta petition to the king, a memorial to the lords, anda 
remonftrance to the houfe of commons. In the remonftrance 


they reprefented the grievances, under which they laboured, by: 
the innovations that had been made in the conftitutional mode of. 
government, fince the clofe of the laft war. They renounced 
the moft diftant defire of independence, acknowledged the fu- 
preme government of the Britifh parliament over the whole em- 
pire, and their authority to regulate the trade of the colomes ; 
remonftrated in the behalf of their brethren in the Maffachufetts, 


for whofe diftreffes they could not help feeling; but at the {ame 


time exprelled their difapprobation of the violent meafures pur- 
fued in fome of the colonies. They claimed a reftoration of 
thofe rights which they enjoyed before the clofe of the war, but 
without entertaining an idea of diminifhing the power of the mo- 
ther country, or leffening the dignity of parliament. Should 
the miniftry embrace the opening thus given by the general af- 
fembly of New-York, they may poflibly feparate this central pro- 
vince from the others, and break the communication between 
ithe northern and the fouthern, But the apprehenfion of fuch 
an event is abated by the intelligence, which the Maffachufetts 
congrefs have received from the city of New-York. The whig 
citizens, whofe hearts were fet upon having delegates for the 
new continental congrefs, upon the affembly’s declining to ap- 
point them, contrived to collect their fellow citizens [ Mar. Ba 


together in order to obtain their opinion. When affembled in 


a body, there was a confufed cry of “ Congrefs or no Con- 
grels )’ After much altercation, the tories had a recourle.to 
is compulfive 
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compulfive reafoning, and began dealing about their blows.— 
The whigs were in the worft fituation, not being provided with 
fimiliar arguments, till two of their party repaired to an adjoin- 
| ing cooper’s yard, from whence they drew forth to the affifiance 
of their friends a number of hoop-{ticks, which they reduced to 
_a proper length, and forwarded to the combatants. The whigs, 
being thus fupplied, foon carried the day by club law, and beat 
their opponents off the ground. ‘The tories, being worfted, and 
not alittle terrified, left the fury of captain (whom they term in 
a way of reproach king) Sears fhould lead him to head a mob, 
ahd do them fome capital injury, promoted a provincial conven- 
tion, which otherwife would not have exifted. The battle roy- 
al at New-York will prove the turning point as to that colony. 
The Maffachufetts congrefs continued their feffion, and re- 
commended the fixteenth of March to be obferved as the annual 
day for failing and prayer, which was kept accordingly, by the 
inhabitants of Bofton, no lefs than of the country. But they 
did net prefume to rely upon religious exerciies in the negleét 
of thofe civil means which prudence prefcribed. The people, 
both within and without, ufed every device for conveying fafe- 
ly from Bolton into the country, all kinds of military articles, 
which might be wanted in cafe of arupture. Cannon, balls, and 
| fuch like heavy ftores, were put into carts and carried out over 
the neck, under the appearance of loads of dung. Half barrels 
‘of gunpowder were put into butchers peds, or the hampers of 
‘the rharket people, and brought out under fome flight negli- 
gent and unfufpetted cover, as they returned home in the | 
evening. Catridges were packed up in candle-boxes, and fent 
off under that deception; but fome were at length difcovered. 
The foldiers on the neck did not make many prizes; how- 
ever one day, {March 18.| they feized 19,425 mufket car- 
tridges, with gooolb. weight of ball, which, though private 
property, the general was warranted in refufing to reftore, on 
the application of the owner. 
_ That gen. Gage might not fucceed in feizing any military ftores 
in the country, fhould he fend out troops upon that errand, the 
committee of fafety had voted four days before, ‘‘ that members 
from this committee belonging to Charleflown, Cambridge and 
Roxbury, be defired to procure at leaik two men, for a watch 
every night to be placed in each of thefe towns, and that faid 
members be in readinefs to fend couriers forward to the towns 
where the magazines are placed, when fallies are made from the 
ariny at night.” 3 
[April 23.}. The feleftmen of the town of Billerica prefent- 
ed a moft {pirited remonitrance to general Gage, on account of 
an 
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an inhabitant of that town’s being tatred and feathered, and much 
abufed on the 8th of the month, by a party of his majefty’s 47th 


regiment, under the command of lieutenant-colonel Nefbit. ‘The | 


firmnefs, refolution and freedom, with which the people both of 


town and country have conduéted, when their bufinefs called 


them to an intercourfe with the governor, have often embarraf- 


fed and convinced him, that they were not wholly deftitute of 
flesling courage. There might be fome ground for punifhing the 


perfon, whofe cafe produced the remonftrance; but the punifh- 


ment fhould have been under the direftion of a civil and not a’ 


military officer, and of another kind; for, though it may be 
deemed a retaliation upon the country, it has tended greatly to 
irritate. 

The Maffachufetts congrefs were folicitous to keep their pro- 


ceedings from coming to the knowledge of general Gage ; but 


from feveral circumftances which occurred, they entertained a 
firong fufpicion, that they had fome one among them, who be- 


trayed their counfels.. A gentleman, who is not a sabe to 
many confiderable defeéts in the moral and political character of | 


Dr. Church, is apprehenfive that he is the perfon ; but 1s exceed- 


ingly curious of mentioning his fufpicion, confidering the high 


reputation in which the doétor is among the fons of liberty. 


[March 30.] General Gage marched out about eleven hundred _ 
men into the country; who, doing much damage by throwing 


down the ftone fences, occafioned a committee’s waiting upon 


the Maffachufetts congrefs on the Saturday, when upon the point 
of adjourning; which kept them fitting till they received on the 


Monday following, accounts by a veflel from Falmouth of what 


parliament had done and was doing, in relation to their colony. ~ 
It was a providential circumftance that they had fo early intel-— 


ligence, and obtained it before general Gage had received his | 


difpatches: they were careful to improve it. The intelligence 


fpread faft, and induced more of the inhabitants of Bofton to re- 


move out of the town. A number had been for fome time with- — 


drawing themfelves. The town was liable to be converted in- 
ftantly, at the difcretion of the governor, into a fecure prifon; 


and the people of it might be held as hoftages for the conduct of 


the province at large, or be kidnapped and fent to England, to_ 


Lae aes 5 see ay au ae 
fland trial for fuppofed’ offences. Continuance in it was hazar- 


dous to many, who had diftinguifhed themfelves by taking an ac- 
tive part againft the meafures of government. But the dauntlefs 


courage of fome fuch inclined them to remain, though there was . 
no knowing what private orders might be fent to general Gage; — 


“who was not inattentive to the fervice in which he was employ- 


ed, while he evidenced a prevailing defire after a peaceable ac- 
commodation. 
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_ commodation. He fent private orders to the commanding officer 
at New-York, to purchafé up all the duck, blankets, pick-axes, 
‘pots, and other articles proper for camp fervice. Application 
‘was made by the officer to the Philadelphia nierchants, who perie- 
trated the defign, and no lefs nobly than unanimouily refufed a 
| 


compliance, ‘Three of the New-York merchants had for fome 
time been buying up, felling and fending the feveral articles. to 

Bofton ; but at length a {top was put to their proceedings by the 

influence of captain Sears, who, upon his return from Philadel- 
| phia, urged that they might want thofe things themfelves, and 
made a confide mole ftir upon the occafion. But a great num- 
ber were purchafed at Portfmouth, before the dilcovery of the 
general’s intention. | ! 

The news of the parliamentary proceédings encouraged the 
foldiery to infult the people more than ever : their conduét feem- 
ingly intimated, that they meant to provoke the other to begin a 
quarrel ; while thefe bore all with patience, as they were deter- 
‘mined not to be the aggreffors. Nothing was waiting, but a {park 
_ tofet the whole continent ina flanie. The important moment, 
big with inconceivable confequences was evidently approaching, 
_ when, through accident or defign, it would be applied to thofe 
_ ecombuftibles, which had beer long collecting. 

The grenadier and light infantry companies were taken off du- 
_ ty, upon the plea of learning a new exercife, which made the 
_ Boftonians jealous, that there was fome {fcheme on foot, A 

» daughter of liberty, unequally yoked in point of politics, fent 
_ word, bya trufty hand, to Mr. Samuel Adams, refiding in com- 

pany with Mr. Hancock, at Lexington, about thirteen miles from 

Charleftown, that the troops were coming out in afew days. 
- Upon this their friends at Bofton were advifed to move out their 
plate, &c. and the committee of fafety voted, “ that ail the am- 
munition be depofited in nine different towns ; and that other ar= 
ticles be lodged, fome in one place, fome in another, fo as to 
the 15 medicinal chefts, 2000 iron pots, 2000 bowls, 15,000 
canteens, and 1160 tents; and that the fix companies of matroties 
be ftationed in different towns.” : 

_ Mr. Adams inferred from the number to be employed, that 
thefe were the objects, and not himfelf and Mr. Hancock, who 
might be more eafily feized in a private way by a few armed indt- 
viduals, than by a large body of troops that muft march, for mules 
together, under the eye of the public. 

The provincial ftores had been hitherto depofited at Worcefter 
and Concord. To the lait of thefe places, but halt the diftance 
of the other from Bofton, the general iurned his attention ; and, 
being continually peflered by the repeated folicitations of the Ame- 

ou. I. 5s rican 
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rican tories, with whom he was furrounded; and who perfuaded 
him there was no danger of refiftance, their whig countrymen 
being too cowardly, he determined, without the advice of the | 
council, when and in what way to attempt the feizure of the ma. | 


- 


ny flores f{uppofed tobe in the place. ie. 
[April 18] A number of officers dined together at Cam- | 
bridge, and toward night fcattered th<mfelves upon the road lead. | 
ing to Concord; and took their flation fo as to be ready to ins | 
tercept any exprefles going from Bofton to alarm and raife the 
country, with intelligence of the troops being upon their march, | 
When the corps was nearly réady to proceed upon the expediti-. 
on, Dr. Warren, by a mere accident, had notice of it jut in 
irme to fend meflengers over the neck and acrofs the ferry, onto | 
Lexington, before the orders for preventing every perfon’s quit. 
ting the town were executed. The officers intercepted feveral, 
but fome being well mounted, efcaped their vigilance ; and the 
alarm, being once given, {pread apace, by the ringing of bells, 
and the firing of fignal guns and vollies. By eleven at night, — 
eight hundred grenadiers and light infantry, the flower of the ar- : 
my, embarked at the common, proceeded and landed at Phipps’s 
farm, from whence they marched for Concord, under the coms 
mand of lieutenant-colonel Smith, aided by major Pitcairn, whe 
led the advanced corps. ty 
[April 19.] About two in the motning, the Lexington com. 
pany of militia, to the amount of one hundred and thirty, res 
paired to the green, clofe in with the meeting-houfe. The air 
being chilly, and the intelligence refpeéting the regulars fomes 
what uncertain, the men, after the roll-call, were difmiffed, with — 
orders to appear again at beat of druin. Some went home, others 
to the adjoining public houfe. Word being brought between 
four and five, that the troops were not far off, they that were at 
hand colleéted, to the number of about feventy, by the time the _ 
regulars made their appearance. They were moftly ina confu-_ 
fed Hate, and a few only were drawn up. There were prefent 
at the tine about forty fpe€tators without arms, The milita were i 
too few to think of beginning an attack. But major Pitcairn 
rode round the meeting (as the meeting-houife is generally called) | 
and approaching them called out, “ Difperfe you rebels, throw. 
down your arms and difperfe.” An inflant ‘compliance not tak= 
ing place, which he might conftrue into contempt, he rode a lit- 
tle further, fired his piftol, flourifhed his fword, and ordered the 
foldiers to fire, with which they complied, huzzaing upon the — 
occafion, ‘This produced an immediate difperfion; but the fir- 
ing was continued. Individuals finding they were fired upon 
though difperfing, had fpirit. enough to Rop and return he ae 
gis Aree 
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_ Three or four were killed upon the green ; the reft, making the 
whole number of the flain eight, were fhot on the other fide of 
the walls and fences, over which they had fled in order to efcape.. 
During this interefting period, Meflrs. S. Adams and Hancock, 
whofe refidence was near at hand, quitted and removed to a fur- 
ther diftance. While walking along, Mr. Adams exclaimed, 
“0! what a glorious morning 1s thes!” in the belief that it would 
_ eventually liberate the colony from all fubjection to Great-Britain. 
_ His companion did not penetrate his meaning, and thouyht the 
allufion was only to the afpect of the fky. Left it fhould be faid 
and believed, that the meeting was crowded with militia, before 
and during the fire, let me mention that there were only a man 
-andaboyin it. The detachment marched on to Concord. The 
eg of the town, having received the alarm, drew up in order 
or defence; but obferving that the regulars were too numerous, 
retired over the north bridge and waited for retnforcemen:s from 
the neighbouring towns. A party of light infantry followed, and 
polleffed themfelves of the bridge, while the maim body entered 
the town, and proceeded to execute their commiffion. They 
difabled two twenty-four pounders, and deftroyed their carriages 
and feven wheels for the fame, with their limbers, befide fixteen 
wheels for brafg three pounders, and two carriages with limber 
and wheels for two four pounders. They threw 5o0olb. of ball 
into the river, wells, and other places ; and broke in pieces about 
fixty barrels of flour, half of which was faved. Thefe were all 
the ftores that they could difcover and deftroy, on the account 
- of which a ciyil war has commenced between the colonies and 
the parent flate. The inhabitants of Britain may {ee reafon, \for 
many ages, to curfe the memory of the man or men, who has or 
have been at the foundation of this fatal cataltrophe, fhould they 
ever be known, The militia being reinforced, Mr. John But- 
terick, of Concord, major of a minute regiment, and who com- 
manded, ordered the men not to give the firfl fire, that fo the 
provincials might not be the aggreflors, for he was ignorant of 
what had paffed at Lexington. " Upon his advancing with them, 
the light infantry retired to the Concord fide ef the river, and be- 
gan pulling up the bridge ; and on his approaching nearer, im- 
mediately fired and killed captain Ifaac Davis, of Acton, (who 
with his company of minute men made the front) and one of the 
privates. The fire was returned, a fkirmith enfued, and the 
troops were forced tq retreat, having feveral men killed and 
wounded, and lieutenant Gould (who would have been killed, had 
not a minifter prefent prevented) with fome others taken. One of 
their wounded, who was left behind, attempting to get up, was 
affaulted by a young fellow going after the purtuers to join them, 
: : ; who, 
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who, not being under the feelings of humanity, barbaroufly broke 
his {kull with a {mall hatchet and let out his brains, but neither | 
{calped him nor cut off his ears. ‘This event may give rile to } 
fome malevolent pen to write, that many of the killed and wound. 
ed at Lexington, were not only {calped, but had their eyes for. 
ced out of the fockets by the fantatics of New-England: not one | 
was fo treated either there or at Concord. You have the real faét, © 
The poor object languifhed for an hour or two before he ex-  , 
ired. ) 
F The party was joined by the main body ; and the whole de.» 


tachment retreated with the utmoft expedition ; for allthe coun- | 


iry was now up in arms, and attacked the troops on every quar-~ 
ter. Intheir march of fix miles back to Lexington, they were 
exceedingly annoyed, not only by thofe who prefled upon their — 
rear; but by others, who firéd upon them from behind the itene 
walls and other coverts, which fupplied the place of lines andre. — 
doubts to the provincials. At Lexington they were joined by a_ 
detachment under Lord Percy. | ied 
The news of what had happened at Lexington in their way 
to Concord, flew to Bofton and the neighbourhood. But the ~ 
flaughter of the militia men was carefully concealed from general — 
Gage, who was not made acquainted with it till late in the af-— 
ternoon. He had however, early intelligence of the rifing of 
the country ; and therefore detached, about eight in the morn-— 
ing, Lord Percy with 16 companies of foot, and a number of 
marines, g00 men in the whole, and two pieces of cannon, to 
fupport colonel Smith. The brigade marched out, playing, by ~ 
way of contempt, Yankee Doodle, a fong compofed in derifion” 
of the New-Englanders, fcorntully called Yankees. A {mart boy 
obferving it as the troops pafled through Roxbury, made himfelf — 
extremely merry with the circumftance, jumping and laughing, — 
fo as to attraét the notice of his lordfhip, who, it is faid, afked 
him at what he was laughing fo heartily ; and was an{wered, “To - 
think how you will dance by and by to Chevy Chace.” It 1s add- a 
ed, that the repartee ftuck by his lord{hip the whole day. a 
You may wilh to know the origin of the term Yankee. Take _ 
the beft account of it which your friend can procure. Jt was a” 
cant, favorite word with farmer Jonathan Hailings, of Cam-_ 
bridge, about 1719. ‘Two aged miniflers, who were at the col- ae 
lege in that town, have told. me, they remembered it to have ~ 


' been then in ufe among the ftudents, but had no recolleétion of - 


it beiore that period. “The inventor ufed it to exprefs excellen= 
cy. A, Yankee goo¢ horfe, or Yankee cider and the like, were 
an excellent good horfe and excellent cider. The tndents ufed — 
to. hire horfes of him; their intercourfe with hum, and his ufe er au 
: - the | 


~ 
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the term upon all occafions, led them to adopt it, and they gave 
him the name of Yankee Jon. He wasa worthy honeit man, but 
no conjurer. This could not efcape the notice of the collegiaies, 
Yankee probably became a by-word among them to exprels a 


_ weak, fimple, awkward perfon ; was carried from the college 


with them when they left it, and was in that way circulated and 
eftablifhed through the country (as was the cafe in refpect to Hov- 


f fons chowe*, by the ftudents at Cambridge, in Old-England) till 


fromits currency in New-England, it was at length taken up 
and unjuitly applied to the New-Englanders in common, as a 
term ef reproach. ? 

The junction of the brigade under Lord Percy, with the detach. 
ment under colonel Smith, gave the laft a breathing time, elpecially 
as they now had cannon, which awed the provincials trom pre{- 
fing upon the rear in a direct line. But the whole force ventur. 


ed not to halt long; for far and wide the minute-men and mili- 
tia were collecting, in order to cut off their retreat to Bolton, © 


‘They foon renewed their march ; conftant {kirmiuhing fucceed- 
ed, anda continued fire, though often irregular and fcattering 
on their fide, as well as on the part of the provincials. The clofe 
firing from behind the walls, by good markfmen, for fuch were 


-almott all the provincials, put the troops into no {mall confufion, 


and made it fo dangerous for the officers, that they were more 
attentive to their fafety than in common. Major Pitcairn. quit- 
ted his horfe, which was taken with the piftols in the holf{ters. 
The foldiers loaded and fired over the {tone walls, when there 
was not a fingle man behindthem. ‘They were incommoded by 
the wind’s blowing the {moke {trongly back upon them all the 
time they were retreating ; during which they burnt fome houfes, 
attempted others, aud plundered many of every thing valuable, 


deftroying what they could not carry off. They kuled feveral 


innocent unarmed perfons ; ‘and murdered two old men at iMie- 
notomy. Betore they reached this place, a few Americans, 
headed by the Rev. Mr..Paylon of Chellea, who till now had 
been extremely moderate, attacked a party of twelve foldiers 
carrying itores to the retreating troops, killed one, wounded f{e- 
veral, made the whole prifoners, and gained poileffion of their 
arms and flores, without any lols whatever to themfelves. The 
regulars, when near Cambridge, were upon the point of taking 
a wrong road, whica wouid have led them into the moft. unmi- 
nent danger, but were prevented by the direction of a young 
gentleman refiding at the college ; by which mean they made 
good their retreat a little after fanfet over Charlellown neck to 


* See che Spectato-, No. 509. 
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Bunker’s-Hill, but {pent and wore down by the exceffive fa. 
tigues they had undergone, having marched that day between 


thirty and forty miles. Here they remained fecure till the next 
day, when they crofled at Charleftown ferry and returned to 


Botton. 7 
Lieutenant-colonel Smith was much difpleafed with the foldiers 


firing at Lexington ; probably general Gage had given orders 3 


that they fhould not fire unlefs they were firft fired upon. Major 


Pitcairn undoubtedly dire€ted them to fire from the miflaken ap- 
erehenfion he had entertained of American refolution, for he 


has the charaéter of a good tempered officer, There were never 


more than about four hundred provincials together, attacking at. 


one and the fame time; and often {carce that number. But as 


fome tired and gave out, others came up. They had very little © 
appearance of difcipline, Privates and officers fired away as_ 
they had opportunity of doing execution, without waiting for the 
word of command ; and ufed their knowledge of the country, to 
gain the opportunity, by croffing fields and tences, of a€ting as” 


ilanking parties againft the regulars while thefe proceeded along 
the road. Colonel Pickering of Salem, had the command of a 
fine well exercifed provincial regiment ; had he pufhed on with 


his men, fo asto have headed the Britifh before they had gained 
Charleftown neck, (and he was near enough) they mult have 
clubbed their firelocks, for they were quite wearied out with the’ 


ervices of the day, and had but a round or two of ammunition 


remaining. No fatisfattory reafon has been afligned for the 
want of greater alertnefs in colonel Pickering’s regiment. ‘The 
Brittth officers are aftonifhed, chagrined and mortified beyond 
meafure at what has happened. It’s death to all their glorying, 


>— 


»~ 


their beft troops have been obliged in this manner to flee before 


a number of Yankees, “ when all thé officers in general did every 


thing that men could do, and when the foldiers behaved with _ 


their ufual intrepidity *.” They are fore at heart upon the oc- 


cafion. They have had 1 lieutenant killed, 2 heutenant-colonels — 


wounded, Smith is one, 2 captains and g lieutenants wounded, 
1 lieutenant miffing, 2 enfigns wounded, 1 fergeant killed, 7 


wounded, 2 mifling, 1 drummer killed, 1 wounded, 62 rank 


and file killed, and 157 wounded ; inall 65 killed, 180 wound- 


ed, and 28 made prifoners ; total 273. 


Of the provincials 50 have been killed, 34 wounded, and 4 


are mifling ; in all 88. The following ofticers and gentlemen 
are of the number, viz. juftice Maac Gardner of Brookline, - 
capt. Ifaac Davis of Aton, capt. Jonathan Wilfon of Bedford, 


* Scexeneral Gage’s acc .unt of the behaviour of the troops in the 
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lieut. John Bacon, and fergeant Elifha Mills of Needham, and 
Deacon Jofiah Haynes of Sudbury killed ; capt. Eleazer Kingf- 
bury of Needham, capt. Samuel Williams of Cambridge, cap- 
tains Charles Miles, Agana Barret, and George’ Minot of 
Concord, capt. Oliver Barnes, and deacon Aaron Chamberlain, 
of Chelmsford wounded. The perfons who have fallen are re- 
gretted with the deepeft concern, and are honoured not only as 
patriots, but as martyrs, who have died bravely in the caufe of 
. their country. ¢ 

Captains John Ford and Oliver Barron, and deacon Davis, all 
of Chelmsford, diftinguifhed themfelves in the courfe of the day. 
Tt can be fully proved that captain Ford killed five regulars.— 
James Howard, a private in the Aéton company, and a regular 
| coming out of a houfe, caught fight of each other, and difcharg- 
ed their pieces at the fame inftant ; both fhots taking effect, the 
laft dropt down dead, and the firft expired a few hours after. A 
big boy joined in the chace of the retreating troops, and was very 
expert In firing at them, at length a ball from the enemy grazed 
|| his head, and produced a flefh wound: he foon recovered the 
fhock, bound up his head with a handkerchief, and renewed his 
| purfuit. (va 
Two Britifh officers who have been taken, and the privates, 
_ who are wounded and prifoners, are treated with humanity by 
the provincials; and general Gage may, if he pleafes, fafely fend 
_ his furgeons to drefs and attend them. 

If the conteft is to become general between the colonies and. 
the mother country, it may be deemed a happinefs for them that 
it has commenced inthe Maffachufetts, where all the inhabitants 
are fo connected with each other by defcent, blood, uniformity 
of manners, fimilarity of religious and civil fentiments, medi- 
_ocrity of circumftances, and a general equality, that the killing 
of a fingle individual interefteth the whole province, in the 
|) €vent, and makes them confider it as a common caufe. 

The inhabitants are now every where in arms; and colleéting 
in fuch numbers about Bolton, that they will not only inveft the 
town effe€tually, but excite difayreeable apprehenfions in gene- 
tal Gage. No one is fuffered to go in or out at prefent. The 
_provincials have for their commander in chief, a native of the 
Maffachufetts, general Ward ; the honorable Jedediah Prebble 
having, more than a month ago, declined on a count of his 
bad health. General Ward might have pleaded the like excufe, 
‘but he wifhes to ferve his country to the utmoft of his abilities, 
j and is ready to rifk his life in the caufe of American liberty. He 

38 to be trufted, being a gentleman of great integrity. His com- 
vaiflion as commander in chief of the Bay troops was delivered to 
3 a 
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- praying all the affiflance in their power. The next day they 


but the provincial congrefs being adjourned frorh Concord to 
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him on the goth of April, by the provincial congrefs. Three 
days after, they chofe general John Thomas heutenant general, _ 

The day general Ward received his commufion, the commite 
tee of fafety fent letters to New-Hampfhire and Conneéticut, 
with an account of the enemy’s proceedings the day before, and 


agreed upon iniifling 8500 men outof the Matlachufetts forces: 


Watertown, refolved the fucceeding day, “ that an army of | 
30,000 men be immediately raifed and eltablifhed; that 13,600. 
be by this, province; and that a letter and delegate be fent to the 
feveral colonies of Hampthire, Conneéticut and Rhode-Mland.” 
Head quarters are at Cambridge; and the fludents quit the col. 
lege that the provincials may be accommodated. General Tho- 
mas commands at Roxbury. He is a cool, courageous, difcern~ 
ing, and aétive officer, well qualified for guarding the important 
poit he occupies, and preventing the enemy’s meking a [ally over 
the neck into the country, fhould they be inclined to attempt 
it: but for the prefent they are more afraid of being attacked, — 
General Gage, to fecure the people within from taking up- 
arms againit the king’s troops, in cafe of an affault, has agreed _ 


with the committee of the town, [April 22.] after a long confer-_ 


ence, that, upon the inhabitants in general lodging their arms 
in Faneuil-hall, or any other convenient place, under the care 
of the feleétmen, all fuch inhabitants as are inclined may depart 
from the town with their families and effects; that thofe who re- 
main may depend upon his proteftion ; and that the arms afore- 


faid, at a fuitable time, fhall be returned to the owners. The 
town agreed to this propofal, and their vote upon it was read 


by the committee, upon their retura_ to his excellency, who ac- 


cepted it; and further agreed, that the ‘inhabitants may remove 
from town by land and water with their effets, within the limits” 
{pecified by the port-aét. He alfo informed the committee, that 
he would defire the admiral to lend his boats to facilitate the re- 
moval of the effeéts of the inhabitants; and that he would allow — 
carriages to pafs and repafs for that purpofe. He faid likewile, 
that he would take care that the poor, who may remain in town, 
fhall not fuffer for want of provilions after their own itock is ex-_ 
pended; and defired that a letter might be written to Dr. War- 
ren, chairman of the committee of congrefs, that thofe perfons_ 
in the country, who may incline to remove into Bofton with 
their effects, may have liberty fo to do without moleftation— _ 
An account of thefe proceedings was fent to Dr. Warren; whe 
was further informed by the town committee, [ April 25.'| “ Per- 


miffion will be given for 30 waggons to enter the town at once, 
to 


| 
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to carry away the effeéts of the inhabitants; {0 foon as thofe have 
‘Yeturned to the end of the caufeway leading to Roxbury, then 
others will be permitted to come in. None will be. permitted 
to enter till after fun rife, nor remain after fun fet. If any vef- 
fel or boat now in the harbour be employed to remove the inha- 
bitants effeéts, fecurity muit be given that it be returned. It is 
expected, that leave be obtained tor fomé perfons to go'to the 
‘different parifhes to give notice to fuch perfons who incline to 
come with their effects into Bofton, that they may come without 
moleftation; and it is defired, that the waggons and velfels em- 
ployed to come te carry away the goods of the inhabitants of Bof- 
ton, may bring the effects of thofe who are defircus to leave the 
country, they paying half the charge.” 


ti [April, 26.| Doétor Warren has this day written to general 


Gage, ! , 
re pee te | 

THE unhappy fituation into which this colony is thrown, 
gives the greateft uneafinels to every man, who regards the wel- 
*fare of the empire, or feels for the diftrefles of his tellow men: 
but even new much may be done to alleviate thofe mistortuncs 
which cannet be entirely remedied, and 1 think it of the utmoit 
importance to us, that our conduct be fuch, as that the contend- 
ing parties may entirely rely upon the honor and integrity of 
each other, for the punttual: performance. of any agreement 
that fhall be made between them. Your excellency, I believe, 
knows very well the part Ihave taken in public aifairs. . lever 
{corned difguife. I think Ihave done my duty; fomeé may think 
otherwife: but be affured, Sir, as far as my influence goes, eve- 
ry thing, which can reafonably be required of us to do, thall be 
‘done; and every thing promifed fhail be religtoully performed. 
I fhould now be very glad to know from you, Si, how. many 
days you defire may be allowed for fuch as defire to remove to 
Bofton with their effects, and what time you will allow the peo- 
ple in Botton for their removal. When I have received the 
anformation, I will repair to congrefs, and haiten as far as lam 
able the iffuing-a proclamation. I beg leave to fuggeil, that the 
condition of admitting only thirty waggons at a time into the 
town, appears to me very inconvenient, and will prevent the 
good effects of a proclamation intended to be iffued for encou- 
raging all waggoners to aflift in removing the effects from Bof- 
ton with all poflible fpeed. . If your excellency will be pleafed to 
take the matter into confideration, and favour me as foon as may 


be with an anfwer, it will lay me under a great obligation, as it - 
VoreL pty teetre yd it . fo, 
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fo nearly concerns the welfare of my friends in Bofton. I have 
many things which I with to fay to your excellency, and moft 
fincerely wifh I had broken through the formalities which I 
thought due to your rank, and freely had told you all I knew or 
thought of public affairs, and I mutt ever confefs, whatever may 
be the event, that you generoufly gave me fuch opening as 1 
now think I ought to have embraced; but the true caufe of my 
not doing it, was the knowledge I had of the vilenefs and treach- 
ery of many perfons around you, who I fuppofe had gained your 
entire confidence. , 


Tam, &c. 8c.” 


The committee of fafety have fent letters to Rhode-Ifland and 
Conneéticut, importuning immediate afliftance ; and that as large 
a number of troops as can be fpared, may be immediately march- 
ed forward, well {Locked with provifions and ammunition, and 
accompanied with as large a train of artillery as can be granted. 
They exprefs their determination, at all events, to a& their parts 
with firmnefs and intrepidity, knowing that flavery is far worle 
than death. ie | | 

The committee appointed to éxamine into the damiages done, 
onthe 19th at Cambridge, Lexington and Concord, have re- 
ported that by fire, robbery and deltruétion, the fame are as fol- 


lows: at Cambridge hie i6s. 5d. 1-4; at Lexington 1390). 


16s. od.3-4; and at Concord 2061. es. sd. 1-4; in all 24281. 
14s. i1d.1+4 flerling. The parties exhibited their accounts on 
oath, and hie ieee care was taken, that the flate of the dama- 
ges might be juft. | 

_My friend Quiney has facrificed his life for the fake of his 
country. The {hip in which he failed, arrived at Cape-Anne 
within thefe two days ; but he lived not to get on fhore, or to 
hear and triumph at the account of the fuccefs of the Lexington 
engagement. His remains will be honorably interred by his re-_ 
lations. Let him be numbered with the patriotic heroes who fall 


__ in the caufe of liberty ; and his memory be dear to pofterity.— _ 
Let his only furviviag child, a fon of about three years, live to 


poffefs his noble virtues, and to tranfmit his name down to future 
ee You have my warmelt acknowledgments for your 


aft manufcript. See that you embrace every fafe opportunity 
of continuing your correfpondence ; you will find me in that line 


of conduét. 


The {upreme power now extant in the Maffachufetts has given, 
their firft naval commiffion to captain John Derby of Salem, 


whois intrufted by the provincial congre{s with difpatches for. 
‘Dr. Franklin, containing an account of the Lexington fight, and 


an 
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_an addrefs to the inhabitants of Great-Britain. He fails without 
delay. In the addrefs the congrefs profefs to place much depen- 
dence on the honor, wifdom and valour of Britons, from which 
they hope for their interference in preventing the profecution of 
prefent meafures. They make great proteflions of loyalty ; but 
declare, thatthey will not tamely fubmit to the perfecution and 

tyranny of a cruel miniftry ; and that they are determined to die 

or be tree. They appeal to Heaven for the juflice of their 

- caufe. Should not an accommodation take place, Heaven muft 
grant them its fpecial proteftion, or they well be crufhed beiore 

the power of Britain, notwithftanding all that the other colonies 
can do for them; unlefs the officers, who are employed againtt 
them, are not fupplied with an adequate force, or are wretched- 
ly defeétive in courage, inclination, a€tivity, prudence, or other 

~ military abilities : or unlefs {ome foreign power, for its Own in- 
tereft and to injure the parent ftate, takes them by the hand.— 


Their military ftores are fearce worth mentioning. ‘They reck- | 


on upon fixteen field pieces. It is well if fix of them are caleu- 
lated for much aétual fervice. ‘There are four brafs ones, of a 
{mali fize, that may anfwer a good purpofe. ‘They have a few 
large iron cannon, two or three mortars and howitzers, cannon 
ball, and fhells; but they have only eighty-two half barrels of 
powder belonging to the public ftore; moft towns have a {mail 
quantity, that however will be foon exhaufted. Confidenng 
what ought to be the cafe, to warrant a reafonable expectation 
of fuccefs, in a military conteft with a nation that abounds in ali 
the apparatus of war, they may be proncusess dedtitute of every 
article but men ; and, though thele are not wanting in natural 
courage, it will take a confiderable time to make them thorough 
good foldiers, hey have neither money nor magazines. 
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London, Fune 12, 1775. 


. ‘HE reftraining and fifhery bill did not pafs through the 
houfe of lords with lefs oppofition than what it had met 


with in the houfe of commons. Upon the motion for commit- 
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ting it after the fecond reading, the marquis of Rockingham op. 
poied it with great ability ; and in the courfe of his {peech fhow. | 
ed, that in 1704, the whole amount of the exports to the New-_ 
England colonies was only about 70,000l. annually ; that in- 
1754 it had arifen to 180,0001. in the fucceeding ten years to 
400,000]. and in the laf ten years had nearly doubled that fum. 
_ The bill was carried by a majority of more than three to one; _ 
but was productive of a protett, figned by fixteen lords. It is 
particularly diftinguifhed, by the fevere cenfure paffed upon a_ 
lord high in office, who in the late debates, moft unadvifedly 
threw out a charge of general cowardice againft the Americans. 
he fifhery bill had fcarce cleared the houfe of commons, 
when lord North brought in another, [March g.] “ To reftrain 
the trade and commerce of the colonies of New-Jerfey, Penn- ° 
fylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South-Carolina, to Great- L 
Britain, Ireland, and the Britith iflands in the Welt-Indies, un- — 
der certain conditions and limitations.” While this bill was 1th, | 
agitation, a long feries of evidence, in behalf of the Weft-India a 
_ merchants and planters, was laid before the houfe. It appeared, 
_ that upcn a very moderate computation, the capitalin the Weft. 
India iflands, confiiting of lands, buildings, negroes, and flock 
of all kinds, did not amount to lefs than 60,000,0001. fterling ; 
that their exports of late years to Britain, ran to about 190,000 i 
hogtheads and puncheons of fugar and rum annually ; amount-_ 
ing in weight to 95,000 tons, and in value about 4,000,0001. _ 
exchufive of a great number of fmaller articles, and of their very 
great export to North-America ; that their erowth was fo rapid, 
and improvement fo great, that within a few years, their export 
of fugar to this kingdom was increafed 40,000 hogfheads annual. — 
ly, amounting to about 800,000]. in value. The probability 9 — 
was apparent, that more than half of the capital of 60,000,000]. _ 
was either the immediate property of perfons refident in this 
country, or owing to them ; and alfo that the revenue gained 
above 700,000]. a year upon the direét Wedlt-India trade, ex- 
clufive ofits eventual and circuitous produ€ts, and of the Aft. 
can trade. % Pm: 

{ March 20.| -Mr. Burke made a number of conciliatory 
propofitions with refpeét to the colonies, contained in a fet of re- 
olutions, which he accompanied and elucidated by a celebrated 
fpeech, He traced that unconquerable {pint of freedom, that 
violent paflion for hberty, by which the colonifts are diftinguith- 
ed from, all other people of the world, from the fources of their 
defcent, education, manners, religious principles, forms of 
government, and difance from the head of. the empire.— 
#ie made it appear, that the whole exports to North-Ame- 
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rica, the Weft-Indies and Africa, in 1704, (from England it 


muit be, for the union of the two kingdoms had not then taken 
place) amounted only in value to 569,930l. but the comparative 
_ value of money at that period was much greater than at prefent. 
_ In 1772, the exports from Great-Britain to the fame places, 
amounted at a medium, to no lefs than 6,024,17 il. He alfo 
fhowed, that the whole export trade of England, including that 
to the colonies, amounted’ in 1704, only to 6,509,000]. ‘T’hus 
the trade to the colonies alone was in 1772, within lefs than half 
a million of being equal to what was carried on by England with 
the whole world, at the beginning of the prefent century. How- 
ever aftonifhing this general increafe of the whole colonies may 
_ appear, the growth of the province of Pennfylvania 1s itill more 


extraordinary. In 1704 the’ whole exports to that colony’ 


amounted to no more than 11,459]. and in 1772, they were ri- 
| fen to 507,909I. being nearly fifty times the original demand, 
and almoft equal to the whole colony export at the firft period. 
This aftonifhing growth of the colonies, within little more than 
half a century, and the prodigious fhare they contribute to 
our vreatnefs, makes them a matter of the firft importance to 
} ourfelyes, and muft excite the admiration of future ages. 

_ | The previous queftion was moved on the firft propofition, 
and carried by 270 to 78: and thus ended the bufinefs, 

~ But the ill fuccefs which has attended all conciliatory propoft- 
tions hitherto, excepting thofe which have originated from go- 
vernment, did not deter Mr. Hartley from making a fimiliar at- 


tempt. [April 27.| The motion however was rejected without — 


a divifion. : 

_ During the progrefs of the fecond reftraining bill, an additi- 
onal claufe was moved for by the minifter ; whereby the counties 
of Newcaflle, Kent and Suffex’ on the Delaware, were inclu- 
ded in the prohibitions of that bill, and carried without a divi- 
fion. Sete dane oon, 

While thefe matters were tranfacting, feveral petitions were 
received from manufacturing towns in Britain and Ireland againft 
the coercive aéts. Some counter-petitions were alfo received, 
calling for an enforcement of the laws of Britain, as the only 
means of preferving a trade with the colonies. Much ailtercati- 


on arofe on the truth of faéts alledged on both fides, as well as on 
the manner of obtaining the fignatures and the quality of thofe) 


who figned. The minority infifled, that the moil who figned 
the war-petitions, as they called them, were perfons who’ had 
little or no intereft in the American trade, but of that delcription 
of warm and aétive party-men commonly called tories. And 
they entered into feveral examinations to prove tne truth of the 
ata former 
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former part of their affertion. This produced many long and 
hot debates. Other petitions were prefented to the crown, and 
equally difregarded: one from the Brwtifh fettlers in Canada 
againit the Quebec bill; one from the quakers, in which befides 
endeavouring to diffufe the influence of that {pirit of peace, which 
is the predominant principle in their religious fyftem, they decla- 
red themfelves perfuaded, that there are not in his majefly’s exe 
tenfive, dominions, fubje&ts more loyal, and more zealoufly at- 
tached to his royal perfon, his family and government, than in 
the provinces of America, among all religious denominations.— 
His majefty however, went in perfon to the houfe, and gave the 
royal aflent to the reftraining and fifhery bill in the ufual form, | 
In this feafon of public difcontent, when the minds of all were 

agitated on one fide or other, the, city of London, not ne | 
ed by the fate of all its applications for a number of years palit, 
once more approached the throne, with an addrefs, remonftrance 
and petition, [April 10.] upon a fubjeét, and ina manner, as 
little calculated to obtain a favourable reception as any of the pre- 
ceding. In this remonftrance they recapitulated the whole ca- 
talogue of American grievances ; declared their abhorrence of the 
meafurers which had been purfued, and were then purfuing ; and — 
juflified the refiftance to which the Americans had been driven, 
upon the great principles of the conflitution; “ a€tuated by 
which,” they faid, ‘‘ at the glorious period of the revolution, our 
anceltors transferred the imperial crown. of thefe realms to the 
illuftrious houfe of Brunfwick.” They befeeched his majefty 
immediately and for ever to difmifs from his councils, thofe mi- 

nilters and advifers, who had been at the bottom of the preced. 
ing meafures. His majefty delivered the following anfwer, “ It 
is with the utmoft aftonifhment, that I find any of my fubjetts, 
capable of encouraging the rebellious difpofition, which unhap- | 
pily exifts m my colonies in North-America. Having entire. 


_ confidence in the wifdom of my parliament, the great council of 


the nation, I will Readily purfue thefe meafures which they have 
recommended for the fupport of the conflitutional rights of Great- 
Britain, and the protection of the commercial rights of my 
kingdom.” | ine 

The earl of Effingham has uniformly oppofed the whole fyftem 
of meatures purfued againit the Americans ; and finding that the — 
regiment in which he ferved was at length deftined for America, 
and thinking it inconfiftent with his character, and beneath his 
cignity, to enforce meafures with his fword, which he had fo ut- 
terly condemned in his legiflative capacity, [ March 12.| he wrote 


_a letter of refignation to the fecretary of war. In it he deeply 


iegretted his being neceflitated to quit the military profeflion ; 
) | but 
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‘but faid; * I cannot, without reproach from my own confcience, 
_ confent to bear arms againft my fellow fubjetts in America, in 
what, to my difcernment, is not a clear caufe.”” Pity that it is 
nota point of honor with all military officers, to confider the 
merits of the caufe wherein their {words are to be employed, and 
when they are not fatisfied in their own judgments, to practile as 
the noble earl has done. Such a point ot honor might hinder 
many a war. } | 
_ The Britifh ambaffador at the Hague, applied to the ftates to 
forbid their {ubjeéts fupplying the Americans with arms, ammunt- 
tion, gunpowder, &c. and they by proclamation prohibited the 
exportation of allfuch articles, in Dutch or foreign thips, from 
any of their dominions, without licence, on penalty of forfeit- 
‘ing about gol. fterling. Judge, whether the profits of the voyage 
will not be fo great as to make it worth the merchants while to 
yun the rifk of that fum. Let the American veffels repair to 
Holland, and the-Dutch will furnifh them with gunpowder in 
large glafs bottles of {cveral gallons dimenfion, under the notion 
of {pirits or liquor of one kind or other*. France was aifo ap- 

plied to, and could have cruthed all affiftance, by exprefs prohi- 
bition ; but only told her fubjeéts, that if they afforded any, 1 
‘was at their own rifk, tantamount to—if you will venture you 
may. Spain roundly refufed giving the leaft hindrance to her 
Tubjefts. — | 
~ {March 13.] _ His majefty went to the houfe of peers, and 
gave the royal affent to the bill for reflraining the trade of New- 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, &c. Thus the probability of the colonies 
dividing from each other is leffened, and their union becomes 
more eftablifhed. Some future proceedings in the provinces of 
New-York and North-Carolina, will be likely to confolidate the 
whole continent. | 

The Aievican fifheries being now abolifhed, meafures were 

neceflary to fupply their place, and to guard againit the confe- 
quences of the. foreign markets, either changing the courfe of 
confumption, or falling into the hands of itrangers. It was alfo 
expedient to pay a greater attention to the interefis of Ireland, 
than what had been praétifed for meny years. The minifter 
therefore moved for a committee of the whcle houfe [ Maf. 27. | 
to confider of the encouragement proper to be given to the filhe- 
-ries of Britain and Ireland. The committee in its progrefs, grant- 
ed feveral bounties to the fhips of Britain and Ireland, for their 
encouragement in profecuting the Newfoundland fifhery ; and 
two refolutions were introduced and palled in favor of the latter 


* This was pradifed. a 
kingdom. 
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kingdom. Complaints however were made, that claufes were 
infidioufly flolen into the a€.to prevent its operating in any con= 
jiderable extent... The coriimittee agreed alfo to.the granting of | 
bounties for encotiraging the whale. fifhery, and to take off the 
duties payable upon the importation of oil, blubber, and bone 
trom Newfoundland, &c. and on the importation of feal fkins, _ 
_, Miniftry have riot-confined themfelves to the making of laws; 
they have alfo fent otit againfl the Americans, generals Howe, 
Clinton and Burgoyne, in the Cerberus. _ [ Mar. 28.} The tran | 
ports with troops to re-enforce governor Gage, failed a week | 
ater trom, Cork. of pines Sv eee ae 
~ [May 15.]. Toward the-clofe of the feffion, Mr. Burke ac. . 
quainted the houfe, with his having received a paper of great | 
importance from the general allembly of New-York. He obferved, — 
that it was a complaint, in the form of @ retnontftrarice, of feveral 
aéts of parliament, fome of whichthey affirmed, had’ eftablifh. - 
ed principles, and others had made regulations, fubverfive of the — 
rights of Englifh fubjects. He afterward moved, that it might 


be brought up. The minifter immediately moved an amendment, | 


which proved an iridireét but effeCtual negative upon Mr. Burke’s _ 
motion. ‘The amendment was carried by a majority of 186 to | 
67 ; the queition being then put upon the amended motion, it 
was rejected without a divifion. The New-York memorial to _ 
the lords was brought 1n by the duke of Manchefler, who moved — 
for its being read. After fome altercation the queftion was cal: _ 
led for, and upon a divifion the motion was rejected by a majori- — 
ty of 45 againil 25. The petition to the king was received, but 
the prayer of the petitioners was not granted. Such is the fate 
of the applications’ made by the general ailembly of New-York, _ 
for a redrefs of their fuppofed grievances. It muft tend to widen _ 
the breach between Biitain and the colonies. ; | 

[ May 17.] Lord Camden prefented a petition to the houfe of — 
Jords from the Britifh inhabitants of the province of Quebec, 
in which they ftated their grievances, and implored their lord-— 
{hips favorable interpofition, that the Quebec act might be repeal-_ 
ed or amended, and that they might enjoy their conflitutional 
rights, privileges, and franchifes. His lordthip, after expatiat- 
ing on the evils of the aét, propofed a bill, which was read, for 
the repeal of the late aét. ‘I’his meafure was ftrongly oppofed by” 
adminifiration, and a motion was made by lord Dartmouth, that - 
the bill be. rejected, which was carried by a majority of fixty out 
of eighty-eight, there being only twenty-eight lords who fupport- 
ed the bill. Much cenfure having been expreiled or implied,» 
both within doors and without, relative to the whole condu& of 
the bifhops in the Canada tranfaélions, the reverend father of that 
bench, 
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bench, ftood up during the debate to juflify the Quebec a&, fo 
far as it related to religious matters, which he did upon the prin- 
ciples of toleration, the faith of the capitulation, and the terms 
of the definitive treaty of peace ; but many were far from being 
convinced, that thefe principles required fuch a full and perfect 
eftablifhment of the popifh religion, as is granted by the aét it- 
felt. : 
[May 18.] Sir George Saville prefented to the houle of com- 
mons, another petition from the fame inhabitants of Quebec, in 
which, among other things, they reprefented with too much truth, 
that the petition to his majefty, in the name of all the French in- 
habitants of that province, and upon which the late law had been 
avowedly founded, was not fairly obtained, and had neither re- 
ceived the concurrence of the people in general, nor even been 


communicated to them, but had been carried about in a fecret 


manner, and figned by a few of the noblefle, advocates, and 
others, who were in their confidence. They affirmed that the 
inhabitants in general were as much alarmed as themfeives, at the 
introduétion of the Canadian laws. They concluded by praying, 
that the fait aét might be repealed or amended. Sir George ex- 
amined and laid open the weak or obnoxious parts of the act, and 
threw new light even upon thole which had already undergone 
the higheft-degree of colouring, and then concluded his fpeech 
with moving for arepeal of the late at for the better government 
ef the province of Quebec. Confiderable debates énfued, in the 
courfe of which the minifter avowed his'intention, if it {hould 
become necefluy, of arming the Canadians agaimi{t the other 
colonies. But he declared his firm perfuafion, that the trou- 
bles in America, would be {peedily and happily fettled with. 
out blood-fhed. Notwithfanding this declaration it was whil- 
pered, that he was uneafy, and from what general Gage wrote 
laft, dreaded the news by the April packet. For fome, who 


“profefled to have the beft information, afferted that orders 


were fent to apprehend Mefirs. Cuthing, Samuel Adams, Han- 
cock and others, and to tran{port them to Great-Britain ; and 
that the receipt of thefe orders had been acknowledged ; but that 
fecond orders had been difpatched to hang thetn at Botion. Sir 
George Saville’s motion was rejected by a majority of more than 
two to one, the numbers being 174 to 86. 


[May 26.]} ‘he fpeaker, when he prefented the money bills 


for the royal affent, gave au affurance in his fpeech to his majef- 
ty; that if the Americans perfifted in their refolutions, and the 
{word muft be drawn, the commons would do every thing in 
their power to maintain and fupport the fupremacy of this legif- 
lature. 
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The king gave his royal affent to the feveral bills, both pub- 
lic and private, which remained to be pafled into atts ; aud clof- 
ed the feffion by a fpeech from the throne, in which he expref- 
fed the moft perfedl fatisfaétion in the conduét of the parliament, 
curing the courie of their feflion ; and his perfuafion, that the mof 
falutary. effects muft, in the end, refult f:0m meafures formed and 
conduéted on fuch principles, as thofe on which they had aéted, 
A favorable reprefentation was made of the pacific difpofition of 
other powers, and the ufual aflurance given of endeavouring to | 
fecure the publie tranquilhty. . t ar 

| May 28.] Captain Derby arrived with his difpatches for Dr, } 
Franklin, got to London in the evening, and delivered them to 
Dr. Lee, as the other agent had left the country. The circuiat- 
ed accounts of the a€tion were vague ; 1t was plain however, : 
that the troops had been worfled; and that government feared it, | 
though they difclaimed all knowledge of what had happened, _ 

' The Sukey, captain Brown, though fhe failed four days be- 


- fore captain Derby’s veffel, did not arrive till the ninth of June - 


with general Gage’s difpatches. The Gazette has given us the 
governmental account of the Lexington engagement. From the | 
praiies beftowed upon officers and men for their attivity and bra. _ 
very, itis evident, that the Americans made the bufinefs of the | 
day a hard, difficult and dangerous ferviceto them. The nation — 
in general is not fo fhocked with this tranfaction, as the import. 
ance of it requires. It was a fatal miftake to fend foldiers inttead. 
of fhipping ; and no lefs fo to order them to Bofton, inftead of — 
planting them in New-York (where govert:ment has a flrong in« 
tereft) and fecuring a fortified line of communication from thence. 
to Canada, with which to divide the fouthern from the New- — 
England colonies. . ‘ 
Six more regiments of foot have received orders to hold them. 
felves in readinefs to embark for America. They are encouraged — 
y an expectation, into which they are drawn by the informations — 
given them, of poifefling farms and other confifcated property. 
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Foie talerpee yh te eR eG 


Roxbury, Auguft 15, 1775. 


My DEAR Sir, 


O prevent an omifion, let me begin with mentioning, that 
A. when governor Martin met the general afiembly of North- 
Carolina, at Newbern, [April 4, 1775.] he made a fpeech to 
them in a high governmental ftrain; and exprefled his expeta- 
tion, that they would oppole fo dangerous a flep, as the unwar- 
rantable meafure of appointing delegates to attend a congrefs in 
Philadelphia. He allo told them, that they were moft peculiarly 
called upon to oppofe a meeting of delegates, which the people 
had been invited to choofe, and who were appointed to affem- 
ble at that very time and place, in the face of the legifiature. The 
alfembly in their anfwer juftified the meeting of the people, and 
faid, ‘‘ Be it far from us even to with to prevent the operations 
of the convention, now held at Newbern.” T hey alfo took the 
opportunity, the firit that had been given them, to exprefs their 
warm attachment to their fifler colonies. in general, and their 
heart-felt compaflion:for the deplorable fate of the town of Bof- 
ton; and to declare the fixed refolution of the colony, to unite 
with the other colonies in every effort to retain their julk rights 
and liberties, | 

Let me now enter upon the narration of the effeGs of the 
Lexington engagement out of the Matfachufetts colony. ‘The 
news of it flew with the utmoft rapidity ; and influenced the minds 
of all people, anf{werable to their various apprehenfions and at- 
tachments. ~ | : , 

Col. Putnam ferved with the Conneéticut troops, under gen. 
Ambherit the laft war. By his courage and condud he fecured 
to himfelf a good fhare of reputation. When peace commenced, 
he returned to the civil line of life. Of late he has occupied a 
tavern with a farm annexed to it. Such a jun€tion is frequentin 
New-England, and the occupation not at all inconfiftent with a 

2 Bi s3 cals 
‘working in a leathern frock and apron, ata ftone wall, with 
which to fence in his land. This was about eleven o’clock inthe 
morning. After giving his men fome direGlion how to proceed, 
he went home, got his horfe, and rode to the neighbouring towns, 
to acquaint the militia officers and others with what had taken 
place. A» hewas returning, héfound fome hundreds muftered, 
who informed him that they had appointed him their general, 


CAs 


4a 
Roman charatter. The Lexington news was brought him while - 
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and were determined to march off immediately. He faid that he 
was not teady, had no money about him, and mult go and get 
fome. They fupplied him from among themfelves ; on which 
he gave proper orders for their marching after him, and went for- 
ward in his check fhirt, upon the fame beaft, and got to Concord 
the next morning by fun rife, having rode, as he fuppofed, from 
eleven o'clock of the preceding morning, ‘not lefs than a hund- 
red miles, within the eighteen hours. ‘The militia that followed 
him, marched with a quick ftep till they reached the place of def- 
tination. 

Mr. Benedi&l Arnold of New-Haven, had been chofen captain, 


of a volunteer company, by the inhabitants, when they began to 


prepare for whatever might happen. No fooner did the Lex. 


ington news reach him, than he called his company together, 
and afked them whether they would march off with him the next 


morning for the neighbourhood of Bofton, diftant 150 miles. — 


‘They agreed; and at the proper.time paraded before the tavern 
where a committee was fitting, He applied to the gentlemen, 
for powder and ball; they demurred fupplying him, as he was 
not duly authorized. The captain, in hatte to fly to the help of 
_ his fuffering brethren, propofed procuring the fupply by force if 


needful, to which the volunteers confented. He then fent ta’ 


the committee, and informed them what he was determined up- 
on. Colonel Woofer came out, and would have perfuaded him 
to wait till he had received proper orders; to which capt. Arnold 


aniwered, “* None but God Almighty fhall prevent my march-_ 


gas Lhe committee perceiviny his ixed refolution, fupplied 
him; and he marched off inftantly, and with his company 
reached the American head-quarters by the 29th of April. 


[April 23.|. The news reached New-York on the Lord’s_ 
ing it, capt. Sears conceived the defign of ftop- 


day. On hearing 

ping all veflels going to Quebec, Newfoundland, Georgia, and 
Bolton; feveral were about to fail. He confulted Mr. Lamb, 
who joined in the meafure. They then wrote a letter to the 


committee of Philadelphia, afluring them that all veffels would be 


5 os 
flopt at New-York, and figned it with their names, that fo the 


aflurance might be relied'upon. The exprefs being fent off, they 
contrived to-aflemble the people, without its being known upon— 


what bufinefs; and when they were met, it was concluded upon 


to fhut up the cuflomhoufe. The officer was waited on, who, 


confidering the expediency of a compliance, ordered the keys to 


be deliverd up to capt. Sears. The merchants whofe veffels 


were cleared out, dared not to admit of their failing. The 
Philadelphia committee, relying vpon the affurance that had 
been given them, fo managed as that it was agreed, to fhut 


up 
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up their port alfo againft all veffels going to the beforemention- 
ed places. 

The hoftilities in the Maffachufetts threw the city of New- 
York into fuch a ftate of tumult, that it was judged expedient, 
with a view of reftoring tranquillity and good order, to appoint 
-a general committee of a hundred for the city and county of 
New-York, which anfwered. [May 5.| This committee addrefl- 
eda letter to the lord-mayor, aldermen and common-council of 
the city of London, which wasfigned by feventy-feven of them. In 
it they declared, that“ ‘The difpofal of their own property with 
perfett fpontaniety, and in a manner wholly divelted of every 
appearance of conitraint, is their indefeafible birth-right. ‘This 
exalted bleffing they are refolutely determined to defend with 
their blood, and to transfer uncontaminated to their polterity.”” 
‘They profeffed their readinefs to fubmit cheerfully to a regula- 
tion of commerce, by the leyiflature of the parent flate, exclud- 
ing, in its nature, every idea of taxation; but reprobated the mi- 
nifter’s conciliatory plan. They gave affurance, “ ‘That Ameri- 
ca is grown fo irritable by oppreilion, that the leaft fhock in any 
_ partis, by the moft powerful and {fympathetic affection, inftan- 
taneoufly felt through the whole continent—That while the 
whole continent are ardently wifhing for peace on fuch terms as 
can be acceded to by Englifhmen, they are indefatigable in pre- 
paring for the latt appeal.” Near the clofe, they faid, “‘ We 
{peak the real fentiments of the confederated colonies on the 
continent, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, when we declare, that 
all the horrors of a civil war willnever compel Americato fubmit 
totaxation byauthority of parliament.” ‘They concluded with ex- 
prefling their confidence of the moft vigorous exertions of the 
city of London to reitore union and mutual peace to the who-e 
empire. 

[May 6.] The next day an affociation was figned by upward 
of a thoufand of the principal inhabitants of the city and county, 
They in the moft folemn manner declared, that they ailociated 
to endeavour carrying into execution whatever meafures might 
be recommended by the continental congrels, or be refolved up- 
on by their own provincial convention, for the purpofe of pre- 
ferving their conflitution, and oppofing the execution of the op- | 
preflive aéts of the Britith parliament, until a reconciliation be- 
tween Great-Britain and America, on conihitutional principles, 
can be obtained; and that they would in all things follow the ad- 
vice of their general committee, refpeciing the purpofes afore- 
faid, the prefervation of peace and goou ercer, and the fafety of 
individuals and private property. : 

Ae The 


¥ 
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The inhabitants armed themfelves alfo with great diligence and 
anduftry. But is not to be inferred, from thefe {trong appear- 
ances, that there is a real and general union in fentiment among 
the New-Yorkers. They are much divided; though each party 
has thus coalefced with aview of ferving its own particular in- 
terelt. The tories have joined, to prevent the violences which 
might otherwife exift, and to check the progrefs of the fons of 
liberty. The whigs- have joined, in hope of drawing the others 
into fuch lengths in oppofing minifterial meafures, as are repro-_ 
bated by them at prefent. | t 

The New- Jerfey People, on receiving the Lexington news, — 
took poileflion of the province trealury, in which there was 
about 20,000]. part of it is appropriated to the payment of the 
troops they are now raifing for the defence of the liberties of | 
America. ; ie 

The citizens of Philadelphia, befide topping the veflels as be- — 
fore related, were {pirited up to attempt perfecting their prepara- 
tions for the moft ferious and painful conteft. | 

The governor of the province laid before the aflembly the mi-_ 

.  nifter’s conciliatory plan ; and obferved to them ; that they were — 
the fri alfembly on the continent to whom it had been commu- ~ 
nicated. After confidering it, they faid, “ If no other objection ~ 
to the plan propofed occurred to us, we fhould efeem it a de- ¥ 
fertion of filter colonies, conneGed by an union, founded on 
just motives and mutual faith, and conduMed by general coun-— 
cils, fora fingle colony to adopt a meafure fo extenfive in con-_ 
fequence, without the advice and confent of thofe colonies en- — 
gaged with us by folemn tiesin the fame common caufe. The 
complexion of the aflembly has been changed. In the choice of, 
deputies for the approaching congrefs, made laft December, Mr. _ 
Galloway was left out ; and on the fixth of May, the houfe ad- _ 
ded three more to the number of their deputies, and the firft on 
the lift was Dr. Franklin, Thus have they, fince his arrival, 
expreffed their approbation of his conduét, and their confidence 
in his abilities. The plan has been fince propofed to other co- 
lony-aflemblies, but with no better fuccefs than in Pennfylvania. — 

“The account of the a€tion arrived at Baltimore in Maryland, © 
in fix days; the inhabitants immediately feized upon the provin- 
cial magazine, containing 1500 fland of arms, &c. They alfo 
{lopped all exports to the tifhing illands, and thofe colonies which 
have refufed to unite with their brethren in the common caufe ; 
and all fupplies to the navy and army at Bofton. . ae 

In Virginia, a provincial congrels met in March, for want of 
a legal allembly, and took meafures for arraying. the militia, th 


militia laws being expired; and recommended to each county 


? 
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the raifing of a volunteer company for the better defence of the 
country, On the goth of April the governor employed the 
captain of an armed veflel to convey by night, on board his thip, 
from the public magazine, out of about one and twenty, fifteen 
half barrels of powder, containing 5olb. each. The citizens of 
Wilhamiburgh were greatly alarmed, fo that the mayor and 
corporation addreifed his lordfhip upon the occafion, who in his 
‘anfwer informed them, that hearing of an infurreétion in a 
neighbouring county, he had removed the powder from the ma- 
gazine to a place of perfect fecurity ; and that whenever it was 
wanted on any infurreétion, it fhould be delivered in half an 
hour. The news of the feizure foon reached Hanover-county, 
upon which capt. Patrick Henry,and the other volunteers of the 
county, marched for Wilhamiburgh, with a view of fecuring 
the public treafury from the like cataftrophe, and of obtaining a 
‘return of the powder, or acompenfation for it. More than a 
hundred and fity, all well accoutred, and making a martial ap- 
pearance, advanced within 15 miles of the capital; but a fuf- 
ficient fum of money being paid by the receiver-general to com- 
_| penfate for the powder, and the citizens engaging to guard the 
public treafury and magazine, they difperfed and returned to their 
-refpeétive homes. ) 

The value of the whole magazine was very inadequte to the 
alarm and difturbance which the governor’s: meafure excited.— 
Neither powder nor mufkets were fufficient to anfwer any effen- 
tial purpofe, or even to jultify apprehenfion. 

His lordfhip was exceedingly irritated at the behaviour of the 
people, and threw out threats. Thofe of fetting up the royal 
fiandard, of enfranchifing the negroes, and arming them againit 
their maiters, and of deftroying the city, with other expreffions 
of a fimilar tendency, not only {pread a general alarm throug! 
the colony, but excited a kind of abhorrence of government, 
and an incurable fufpicion of its defigns. Mean while, feveral 
public meetings were held in different counties, in all of which 
the feizing of the powder, and the governor’s threats, were re- 
probated in the ftrongeft terms. The news of Lexington en- 
§agement arriving when the minds of the Virginians were in fuch 


attention to the militia and volunteer companies. 

It was not long ere the fame news reached Charleftown in 
South-Carolina. The hopes of the inhabitants, that the non- 
_ Importation and non-exportation agreements would induce the 
parent {late to recede from her demands, were blafted on the ar- 
tival of a packet from London, the igth of April; but when 
_ the Lexington news was received, they concluded that the colo- 
HLS 


‘a ferment, tended to increafe their apprehenfions, and of courfe 
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nies were to be dragooned inte flavery. The thought excited 
re greatelt indignation ; but they paufed, upon confidering 
their fituation. The province, for near two hundred miles coaft- 
ways, was accellible to the Britifh fleets and armies. It had but 
a few trifling fortifications, and thefe held by Britith officers —— 
The weltern frontiers were expofed to the favages ; and the ne- 
groes might. be prevailed upon, by infinuations, to flay their 
mafters. The governor had the command of the militia; and 
all the officers had their commiffions from him. ‘The inhabi- | 
tants were quite defencelefs, without arms, ammunition, cloth. 
ing, fhips, money, or men fkilled in the arts of war. The ftores 
of the merchants afforded no fupplies of a warlike nature; no 
exception having been made in the general {cheme of non-im- _ 
portation. They could not however brook a mean fubmiffion — 
to the di€tates of Britain; and therefore determined upon a 
manly and virtuous refiflance. Accordingly, on the night after 
intelligence of actual hoftilities was received, a number of the 
principal gentlemen of the town poffefled themfelves of twelve 
hundred fland of arms with the accoutrements ; removed them 
direéily from the royal arfenal, and afterward diftributed them 
among the men inlilled in the public fervice. fi, 
Let us return to notice an expedition planned in Conneéticut. _ 
The neceflity of fecuring Tyconderoga, was early attended to — 
by many in New-England; but fome Conneéticut gentlemen 
were firft in attempting the meafure. Secrecy was effential to 
fuccefs ; and delay might be dangerous. ‘There was no waiting 
to confult the continental congrefs; befide, it would not have - 
been fafe to have communicated the fcheme to that body, as 1 
was known there would be individuals in it, on whofe fidelity — 
the Americans could not rely. Meflrs. Deane, Woolter, Par- 
fons, and others, undertook the affair. ‘They applied to the af-_ 
fembly for a loan, which was furnifhed, to the amount of about 
eighteen hundred dollars, and which they gave bonds to be ac+ 
countable. “General Gage had fet the example of attempting to 
feize upon military flores, and by fo doing had commenced ho- 
flilities; fo that retaliation appeared more than warrantable, even — 
an a€t of felf-defence. The expedition went on with rapidity.” 
Several militia captains pufhed forward to. Salifbury to acquaint — 
Mefirs. Blagden’s (nephews to your former acquaintance, the. 
carpenter, of the fame name) with the defign, and to procure — 
their affiflance. One was ill, the other * joined in the propof- _ 
ed manceuvre. After a little deliberation, they concluded upon 
{pending no time in obtaining met ; but, having provided a ful- ~ 


* Afteward alieutcaamt colonel in Sheldon’s light horve. 
} ficient. 


. 


ficient quantity of powder and ball, fet off on horfeback for 
Bennington to engage colonel Allen. They conferred with him 
upon their arrival; and then tarried with others to bake bread, 
and prepare other neceflaries, while the coloriel went on to raife 
the men who were wanting, and who were to meet the managers 
at Caftleton. While thefe were on their way to the place of 
rendezvous, they were met by a countryman, apparently an 
undeligning honeft traveller, but who was either himfelf well- 
{killed and a principal, or had been well-tutored by fome one or 
other, that had either fufpeéted or gained knowledge of the ex- 
pedition, and meant to render it abortive. They addreffed him, 
* From whence came you ?—From Ty *, left it yeflerday, at 
fuch an hour.—Has the garrifon received any reinforcement ?— 


_ Yes; Ifaw them; there were a number of artillery men and 


other foldiers.—What are they doing? Are they making fa- 
{cines ? Don’t know what fafcines are. They are tying up fticks 
and brufh in bundles, and putting them where the walls are 
down.”—Mr. Samuel Blagden put many infnaring queftions 
about the drefs and trimmings of the men, &c. The anfwers 
tended to confirm the man’s ftory. The company was flaggered: 
and it being debated in council, whether they fhould not return 
as they had no cannon, it was determined by a majority of oné 
only, to proceed. At Caftleton they met colonel Allen with his 
men, and altogether made two hundred and feverty perfons ; 
two hundred and thirty of them were green mountain boys, fo 
called from their refiding within the limits of the Green Moun- 
tains ; as the Hampfhire grants are denominated, from the range 
of green mountains that runs through them. They are a brave 
hardy generation, chiefly fettlers from New-Hamphhire, Mafla- 
chufetts, and Connecticut t+. Sentries were placed immediately 
on all the roads, to prevent any intelligence being carried to Ty 
couderoga. After the junétion at Caftleton, colonel Arnold ara 
rived, with only a fingle fervant. The day after his getting to 
Cambridge with his volunteer company, he attended on the Maf- 
fachufetts committee of fafety, and reported that there were at 
Tyconderoga, 8c pieces of heavy cannon, 20 of brafs from 

to 18 pounders, 10 or a dozen mortars, a number of {mall arms, 
and confiderable ftores ; and that the fort was in a ruinous con- 
dition, and as he fuppofed garrifoned by about forty men. Upon 
this the committee, on the third of May, appointed hima colonel 
of four hundred men, whom he was to inlift and march for the 
reduétion of Tyconderoga. The co!onel was known only to 


* So Tyconderoga is frequently called for the fake of brevity, efpeci« 
ally bythe people dwelling in its neighbourhood, 

4+ the territory: has now tke name of Vermont, 

Vou. x x 
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Mr. Blagden. A council was called ; his powers were examin- 

ed; and at length it was agreed, that he f{hould- be admitted to 
join and aét with them, that fo the public might be benefited. It 
was {ettled, however, that colonel Allen fhould have the fupreme 
command, and colonel Arnold was to be hisaffrfant ; with which 
the latter appeared fatished, as he had no right by his commif- 
fion, either to command or interfere with the others, who were 
not only out of the Maflachufetts line, but the fabjetts of another 
colony. The names of the leaders, befides what have been men- 
tioned, were Mefirs. Motte,. Phelps’ s (two brothers) Biggelow, 
Bull, and Nichols, befide colobels Eafton, Brown, and Warner, 
and captain Dickinfon. 

After it had been determined ina council to fet off the next 
morning early for Ty, and fome of the managers: had retired, a 
fecond council washeld, and it was concluded to proceed that 
very night, leaving Mefirs. ‘Blagden, Biggelow, and Nichols, 
with a party of men, thirty im all, offeers included, to march 
early in the morning fer Skeenfborough, and fecure major Skeen, 
his negroes and teriants. ‘Fhis council might have been odcate 

oned by the return of captain Noah Phelps, who the day before, 
having difeuiied himfelf, entered the fot 4 in the character of a 
country man wanting to be fhaved. In hunting for a barber, he 
erie every thing critically, afked a number of rutflic uelli- 
ns, affected great ignorance, and pafled unfufpeéted. Before 
how he withdrew, came and joined his party, and in the morn- 
ing guided them to the place of deftination. 

fininde) Alen, with his 230 green ntointain boys, ‘attived at 
Lake Champlain, and oppofite to ) Tyconderoga, on the ninth at 
night. Boats were procured with difficulty ; when he and ¢o- 
onel Arnold croffed over with 83 men, and landed near the | 
garriion. Herea difpute took place between the colonels, the 
latter beeame alluming and {wore he would goin firft, the other 
fwore he fhould not.” The gentlemen prefent interpofed, and 
_the matter was accommodated upon the footing that both fhould 
go im together. . They advanced along fide of each other, colo- 
ae Allen on the right hand of colonel Arnold, and érifered the 
port leading to the tort, in the gray of the morning, [ May to. } 
A fentry {napped his fafee at colonel Allen, and then retreated 
through the covered way to the parade; the main body of the 
Americans followed, and immediately drew up. Captain De la 
Place; the communder: was furprifed a bed in his room. He 
was ordered to give up the fort ;-upon his afking by what au- 
thority, colonel Allen replied, “ “] demand it in the name of the 
great abe: and the continental congrefs.” The congrefs 
knew nothing of the matter, and did not commence their exiit-_ 
ence 
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ence till fome hours after: when they began their fefGon, the 
-chofe the honorable Peyton Randolph prefident, and Mr. Charles 
Thom/fon fecretary, each with a unanimous voice ; and having 
agreed “ That the reverend Mr. Duche be requelted to open 
the congrefs with prayers to-morrow morning,” and appointed 
a committee to acquaint him with their requelt, adjourned till 
the next day.’ Had captain De la Place been upon the parade 
‘with his men, he could have made no effectual refiftance. The 
fort was out of repair, and he had but about thirty effectives:+- 
_ Could he have gained timely intelligence, he might have procur- 
ed a reinforcement from St. John’s. You have the particulars 
of the military flores taken at Tyconderoga below *. After co- 
Jonel Allen had landed, the boats were fent back for the remain- 
der of the men under colonel Seth Warren, but the place was 
furprifed before he could get over. Immediately upon his join- 
ang the fuccefsful party, he was fent off to take polleflion of 
Crown Point, “where a fergeant and twelve men performed gar- 
nifon duty ; but the greatelt acquifition was that of more than 100 
pieces of cannon. ‘The complete command of Lake Champlain 
was of high importance to the Americans, and could not be ef- 
fetted without their getting pofleifion of a {loap of war lying at 
St. John’s, at the bottom of the lake. It was determined to man 
and arm a {chooner lying at South Bay, and that colonel Arnold 
{hould command her, and that colonel Allen fhould command 
the batteaus, a name generally affixed to boats of a particular . 
conftruction, calculated for navigating the lakes and rivers, and 
drawing but little water, though heavily laden. ‘The wind be- 
ing freth in the fouth, the {chooner out failed the batteaus, and 
colonel Arnold furprifed the floop. The wind fhifting fudden- 
ly to the north, and blowing frefh, in about an hour's time co- 
lonel Arnold. failed with the prize and {chooner ter ‘Lycon- 
deroga, and met colone! Allen with his party. 

Lhe furprife of Skeen{borough was lo condu@ed, that the 
negroes were all fecured, and major Skeen, the fon, taken while 
out afhooting, and his {trong ftone houfe pofleffed, and the pafs 
compleatly vained, without any bleodfhed, the fame as at Dy, 
conderoga. Had the major received the leaft intimation, the 
aitempt muft have mifcarried ; for he had about fifty tenants 
nigh at hand, befides eight negroes and twelve workmen, 


* Between 112 and 120 iron cannon from & to 24 pounderse=59 fwivels 
of different fizes—2 ten inch mortarse=1 howitzere~1 cohorn—10 tons of 
mufket balls—3 cart load of flints—=30 new carviagesa confides able 

| ‘quantity of theils—a warehoufe full of materials to carry on boat building 
too ftand of fmall arms-1o calks of very indifferent powder—-2 brafs 
Cannon— 30 barrels of flour—18 barrels of pork, and fone beans and peas. 
Whe prifoners were the captain, a lieutenant, a gunner, 2 ferpeants, 

_ and 44 rank and file, befide women and children. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Allen foon left Tyconderoga, under the command 
of colonel Arnold, with a number of men, who agreed to re- 
main in garrifon. 

[May 18.] When the news of Tyconderoga’s being taken 
reached the continental congrefs, they earneftly recommended 
it to the committees of the cities and counties of New-York and 
Albany, immediately to caufe the cannon and ftores to be re- 
moved from thence to the fouth end of Lake George ; but that 
an exaét inventory fhould be taken of them, “ in order that they 
may be fafely returned, when the reftoration of the former har- 
mony between Great-Britain and thefe colonies, fo ardently 
wilhed for by the latter, fhall render it prudent and confiftent 
with the over-ruling law of felf-prefervation.” Whatever may 
be the drift of a few in congrefs, the body with to keep the door 
open for an accommoaation. This was apparent in the advice 
they gave the New-Yorkers, three days before the preceding re- 
commendation. ‘The city and county of New-York applied to_ 
them for information how to conduét toward the troops expeéted 
there. The congrefs refolved, “that it be recommended, for. 
the prefent, to the inhabitants of New-York, that if the troops 
which are expected, fhould arrive, the faid colony a€ét on the de- 
fenfive, fo long as may be confiftent with their lafety and fecu- 
rity ; that the troops be permitted to remain in the barracks, fo 
long as they behave peaceably and quietly, but that they be not _ 
fuflered to ere&t fortifications, or take any fteps for cutting off 
the communication betwen the town and country, and that 
they commit hoftilities or invade private property, the inhabi- 
tants fhould defend themfelves and their property, and repel 
force by force ; that the warlike flores be removed from the 
town ; that places of retreat, in cafe of neceffity, be provided 
for the women and children of Néw-York; and that a fufbcient 
number of men be imbodied, and, kept in conftant readinels for 
protecting the inhabitants from infult and injury.” 

Let us come to the Maflachufetts. : 

Mr, Hancock having been chofen at the laft election, on De. 
ceinber 5, 1774, one of the delegates to the general congrels ; 
and the time approaching when it became neceffary for him to 
prepare for his journey, Dr. Jofeph Warren was chofen pref. 
dent of the provincial congrefs pro tempore. 

[April 27.| The inhabitants of Bofion lodged with the feleét- 
men, according to agreement with general Gage, 1778 fre arms, 
634 piltols, 279 bayonets, and 38 blunderbuiles. The fame day 
tke provincial. congrefs recommended to the inhabitants of the 
{ca-ports, the removal of their effeéts, &c. | 

| (April 
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April 28.] A circular letter was written to the feveral towns 
of the colony, wherein after noting the affair of the nineteenth, 
it was faid, “ we conjure you, by all that is dear, by ail that is 
facred, that you give all afliftance poffible in forming the army. 
Our all is at flake.. Death and devaftation are the certain con- 
fequences of delay. Every moment is infinitely precious. /\n 
hour loft may deluge your country in blood, and entail perpetu- 
al flavery upon the few of your potfterity, who may furvive the 
carnage. We beg and intreat, as you will an{wer it to your 
country, to your con{fciences, and above all as you will aniwer 
it to God himfelf, that you will haften and encourage, by all 
poflible means, the inliftment of men to form the army; and 
fend them forward to head quarters at Cambridge, with that ex- 
pedition which the vaft importance and inftant urgency of the 
affair demand.’ This addrefs was attended to, the men difco- 
vered a readinefs to turn out for the falvation of their, country, 
and the women applied themfelves with cheerfulneis to the fit. 
ting out of their hufbands, fathers and brothers, for the impor- 
tant expedition, while the dangers of it were overlooked or dilres 
garded. After a few days continuance before Boiton, great 
numbers returned home; fome to follow their bufinefs, and others: 
to procure neceflaries for the time they had inlifled or meant to 
inlift for. During the interval between this return, and the pro- 
vincials reforting afrefh to the place of rendezvous, the land en- 
trance into and out of the town by the neck, was next to uii- 
guarded! Noi more than between fix and feven hundred men, 
under colonel Lemuel Robinfon of Dorchcfter, were engaged 
in defending fo inportant a pals, for feveral days together.— 
For nine days and nights the colonel never {hifted his clothes, 

nor lay down to fleep; as he had the whole duty upon him even 
down to the adjutant, and as there was no a of the day to 
aflift. The officers, in general, had left the camp, in order to 
- raufe the “ea number of men, ‘The colonel was obliged 
therefore, for the time mentioned, to patrole the guards every 
night, which gave him a round of nine miles to traverle. : 

[May 1.] The Maffachufetts congrels allotted to the differ- 
ent towns, the five thoufand poor expetied cut of Bofton.-— 
Rhode-Ifland and Conneéticut had made paper money, with 
which to furnifh a plentiful fubfitute for cath and to anfwer 
prelent exigencies. The men repairing from thefe colonies, 
tor the defence of the Maffachufetts, were fupplied with, this 
money; the Maffachufetis therefore refolved, that it fhould pafs 
in all payments. 

The general affembly of Connefticut appointed Dr. John{fon, 
and Oliver Wolcot, elq. a commuttee from their body, to wait 

| upon 
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upon general Gage, and defired the governor to write in their 
name to the general, relative to the fituation of public affairs, 
‘and the late unfortunate tranfactions in the Maffachufetts. He 
‘wrote on the twenty-eighth of April; and the committee repair- 
ed to Bofion with the letter. Both the provincial congrefs and 
the committee of fafety were greatly. alarmed at the tranfaétion. 
The firlt wrote [May 2.] to the delegates, whom they had fent 
to the colony, reprelenting to them the fatal confequences: that 
might follow, upon any one colony’s: undertaking to negociate 
feparately, either with parliament, miniftry, or thew agent here. 
The laft wrote to the colony itfelf, entreating it to afford imme- 
diately all pofhible aid. Governor Trumbull acquainted them, 

in his anfwer of May the 4th, that they need not fear their firm-. 
nels, deliberation and unanimity, to purfue meafures which may 

appear belt for common defence and fafety ; and that Conneéti- 
cut will be cautious of truiling promifes, which it may be in the 

power of any to evade. nb : 

| May 3.| On the fame day, on which general Gage fent a 

fenfible and refpe€tful anfwer to governor Trumbull, the Mafla- 

chufetts congrels empowered the receiver general to borrow 

75,0001. flerling upon notes, bearing an intereft of fix per cen. 

that fo they might fupport their forces; they alfo forwared dif- 

patches to the general congrefs, containing accounts. of their 
proceedings, In their letter they mentioned, “ The fudden ex- 

igency of our public affairs, precluded the poflibility of waiting 

for your dire€tion in thefe important meafures, more efpecially 

as_a confiderable reinforcement from Great-Britain is daily ex- 
pected in this colony, and we are now reduced to the fad alter- 

native of defending ourfelves by arms, or {ubmitting to be flaugh. 

tered.” They modefily fuggeited the neceffity of a powerful ar- 
my on the fide of America. They took notice, that the inhabi- i 
tants of many of their fea-ports, had removed, and were remov- 
ing their families and effects, to avoid deftruétion from the {hips 
of war; and expreffed their confidence in the wifdom and abi- 
lity of the continent to fupport them, fo far as it fhould appear 
neceflary for the common caufe of the American colonies. 

[May 4.] ‘The committee of fafety wrote to the governor 

and company of Conneéticut, moft carneftly prefling them to 
fend immediately three or four thoufand men, that fo an impor- 
tant polt might be fecured, which otherwife the enemy would 
be likely to poffefs themfelves of, as foon as their reinforcement 
arrived. The troops were defired to be forwarded in com- 
panies as faft as they could be got ready. They fent alfo to 
Ahode-Hland, and urged their marching a body of troops to af- 
fill on the like occafion, They proceeded to refolye, “ That 
HOY, ; the 


~ 
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the public good requires that government in full form ought to 
be taken up immediately.” Advice was received, that a num- 
ber of tranfports with troops were juft arrived at Bolton from 
England. 
[May 5.] The provincial congrefs refolved, ‘* That gene- 
ral Gage has, by the late tranfactions, and many other means, 
utterly difqualified himfelf from ferving his colony as a gover- 
nor, or in any other capacity; and that therefore no obedience 
isin future due to him; but that on the contrary, he ought to 
be confidered and guarded again{t, as an unnatural and inveterate 
enemy to the country.” ) : 
| May 9.] The committee of fafety ordered the commanding 
officers of ten neighbouring towns, to march one half of the mi- 
litia, and all the minute men under their command, forthwith to 
Roxbury, that fo the Britifh troops might not come and poflefs 
themfelves of that poft. Before it was properly ftrengthened, ge- 
neral Gage entertained fuch defign. General Thomas, who com: 
mands there, gained information of what was intended, on the 
day it was to be be executed. His whole force confilted only of 
feven hundred men. The poft comprehended a large broad high 
hil. Avroad leads to the top of it, vifible in fome parts, to per 
fons at the entrance into Botton ; it paffes over the hill and de- 
{cends into a hallow, from whence you can turn off, and palling 
circuitoufly enter again upon the faid road. The general took 
advantage of this circumiltance, and continued marching his fe2 
ven hundred men round and round the hill, by which he multit 
plied their appearance, to any who was reconnoitering them at 
Bofton. The drefs of the militia was’ extremely various, and 
conlifted of their common clothing, which prevented the difcot 
very of a deception, that might otherwife have been foon deteét: 
ed, had they worn a uniform and poflefled regimental enfigns. 
This warlike impofition moft probably prevented general Gage’s 
attacking and carrying the poft, by the poffeffion of which he 
would have had it in his power to direct his march to any part of 
the country he pleafed. The colonels of the feveral regiments 
were ordered to repair immediately to Cambridge, with the men 
they had inlifted ; and part of the cannon and {ftores to be remov- 
ed to fome diftance of fecurity ; and breaft works to be ereéted 
at different places, to prevent the enemy’s pafling into the coun- 
try from Bolton neck, and to annoy them if they croffed the rit 
ver and advanced through Charleftown, or if they attempted go+ 
ing by water to Medford. The Maflachufetts congrefs concluded 
en dilarming the difafle€ted inhabitants; and that no perfon fhould 
move with his efle€ts out of the colony, unlefs leave was grant- 
ed. . 
[ May 
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_ [May 15.} They refolved upon a letter to the eaftern tribe 
of Indians, to fecure their friend{hip, and engage them on 
the fide of the colonies, and propofed to raife a company of 
them to ferve in the war. Four days after, the committee of 
fafety voted, that captain John Lane have inlifting papers for 
yaifing fuch company. The provincials reprobate in the bitter- 
eft terms, the idea of the Indians being employed by the minif- 
try againft themfelves; fo that there is a feeming inconfiftency in 
their attempting to.engage them againft the Biitifh troops. But 
let it be remembered, that.the Indians will probably take part with 
the one fide or the other ; for through a reftlefs warlike temper, 
they are not in common difpofed to obferve a neutrality ; and- 
that there is a wide difference between employing them againft 
armed foldiers, and letting them loofe upon leat fettlers,. 
men, women and children. “ . 

_Skirmithes were occafioned at different times and places, by the 
attempts of each party to carry off ftock from the {mall iflands, 
with which the bay of Bofton is agreeably inter{perfed, and af- 
forded the mixt fpettacle of fhips, boats and men engaged by land 
and water. Thefe fmall engagements were not trifling in their 
confequences. The advantage was generally on the fide of the 
Americans, which elated their fpirits. They alfo learnt from 
them to face danger, and to run hazards ; and it is by being habi- 
tuated to thefe, that probably the greateft quantum of courage is ac+ 


guired. rie eve fkirmifhes are good preparatives, by which to 


qualify raw foldiers to fight as veterans in fet battles. 

[May 21.] Two floops, andan armed fchooner with foldi« 
ers, failed to Grape-Iland to get hay. The provincials follow- 
ed them as foon as the tide admitted, drove them off by their ap- 


‘proach, burntall the hay, about eighty ton, and brought off the 


eattle from the ifland. 

_ [May 24.]. A committee having been appointed to inquire 
what was the ftock of powder in certain towns, reported, that 
in thirty-nine towns in Suffolk, Effex, Middlefex, Plymouth, 
and Worcefier, there were 67 93-4 barrels. The reft of the towns 
in the colony had none worth mentioning. How painful a cir- 
cumftance, the fmall quantity of powder, to thofe Americans, 
who have any idea of the great confumption which war occaft- 
ons! The want of it had been fenfibly felt for fome time ; and 
therefore, befide the adoption of other meafures, orders were 
given for the importation of that, and other military flores ; but 
it muft be long before they can be procured in this way, thould 


they come fafe. 


[May 25.| The Cerberus arrived at Bofton with the three 
generals, Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne, They were fo affured _ 
i 
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in their own miftaken apprehenfions, that there would be no oc- 
cafion to draw the {word in fupport of minifterial meafures, that 
they had prepared to amufe themfelves with fifhing and other di- 
verfions, inftead of expeéting to be engaged in military fervice. 
They were aftonifhed at the fituation of affairs, and when in com- 
pany with generals Gage and Haldiman, afked how the fortie 
happened. General Haldiman anf{wered, “ I knew nothing about 
it, till the barber came in to fhave me, and faid, that the troops 
were gone out and that they had been fighting. I didnot choofe 
that he fheuld know I got my. information, from him. I there- 
fore called my footman, and fent him out upon a frivolous er- 
rand, well knowing, that if there was any truth in what the bar- 
ber reported, he would bring me word of it, which he did. In 


this way I became acquanted with what had happened.” The , 


newly arrived generals declared their furprife in the fignificant 
looks which followed this relation from the fecond in com- 
mand. ; 

[May 27.] About fix hundred of the Maflachufetts and New- 
Hampthire forces were employed to bring off the flock from 
Hog-Ifland and Noddles-Ifland, which lie contiguous : the in- 
tervening paflage is fordable at certain times of the tide, A party 
went on and fired the hay and barn on Noddles-Ifland, on which 
‘a number of marines croffed from Bofton; and, upon the pro. 
Vincials retreating to Hog-If{land, were decoyed down to the wa- 
ter fide, when a hot ation commenced, which did not clofe with 
the day. The king’s troops amounted to fome hundreds, and 
were fupported by an armed fchooner of four fix pounders and 


twelve fwivels, an armed floop, and the barges all fixed with — 


fwivels.. The provincials were commanded by general Putnam. 


Dr. Warren’s zeal and courage would not admit of his remain- 


ing ata diftance : upon hearing what was going forward, he re- 
paired to the fpot to encourage the men. They had two pieces 


of artillery, which were well ferved, and did confiderable exe. 


cution. ‘The night was very dark, but the a€tion .continued all 
through it. Toward morning the {chooner got aground upou 
Winnifimmet ferry ways; the Britifh were obliged to abandon 


her, and the provincials boarded, and after {tripping her of every 


thing valuable, fet her on fire. They loft not a man, and had 
only three wounded, not one mortally. ‘The regulars were faid 
to have fuffered very much, not to have had lefs than two hun- 
dred killed and wounded. The lofs was, probably, greatly ex- 
aggerated : that, however, had a good effect on the provincials. 
The affair was matter of no {mall triumph to ‘hem, and they felt, 
upon the occafion, more courageous than ever. ~ f 


Vou. I, way [ May 


~_ 
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. [May go.] The provincials went afrefh on Noddle’s-Ifland, 
and burnt the manfion houfe, which anfivered no good purpole 
whatever. But there are too many, who dcilvoy property merely 

_ becaufe of its having belonged, or being fuppoled to belong to 
thofe Amerieans, who have taken the oppolite fide of the quefti. 
onin the prefent eontroverfy.. The flock, confifting of between 
five and fix hundred fheep and Jambs, twenty head of caitle, bes 
fides horfes, was taken off by them im the courfe of the days 
The next. day five hundred fheep and thirty head of cattle were 
removed off Pettick’s-Ifland by.a party under colonel Robinlons 
On the night of June the fecond, eight hundred theep and lambs, 
together with a number of cattle, were carricd off Deer-Ifland 
by a corps.of provineials under major Greatons e ~ Cagle 

' .. The agreement with general Gage, relative to the inhabitants 
leaving the town of Bolton, was well obferved in the beginning 


and tneir requeft was granted, with the approbation ofvall. Bat — 
after a {hort time, they were detained upon the plea, that pers | 


fons going» from thence, for the goods of thof who chole to 
abide there were. not properly treated... The embarraiiments and — 
delays which the. inhabitants had to contend with, induced the 
provincial congrefs to order the fending of a letter to general, 
Gage, to remonftrate with him upon the fubieét.» ‘Vhe letter hows 
ever cid not anfwer. The. truth 1s, after a nuuiber were allowed. 
to depart, great clamours were raifed, Such perfons as were, or 
pretended to be well affected to. the Britith govctnment, alledged. 
that none but the ill-inclined were for removing, and thet when: 
they were fafe with their effecis, the town would be fet on fire, 
4. demur foon afterward arefe about the meaning of the word 
effecis, whether merchandife was included 3 and the general, bes 
ing fenfible, that. the permitting articles of that kind to be carried, 
out, might flrengthen the Americans in their refiflanee, would. 
not adiut of their removal. This proved a hardibip to many» 
who quitted the town, as it deprived them of the refource for li. 
Ving in their accultomed affluence. In a variety of inftances, the. 


, 
’ 


| 


| 


paflports were fo conduéted, that families were cruelly divided 3. 
_ wives were Jeparated from their hufbands; children from their 


parents ; the aged and the fick from their relations and friends, 


who wilhed to attend and comfort them. The general was very | 
averfe.to the allowing of women and children to. leave Bofton, . 


thinking they contributed to the fafety of the place, and prevent- 


ed his being ‘attacked ; but of that no real danger exifted, not- 


withftanding the high tone of the people without, and the intima- 

tions of fome within the town. Numbers of the poor and hap- 

lefs were however fent out, and feveral of them infected with, or 
. Mot 


460.1775.) AMERICAN REVOLUTION. oie 
not fully recovered from the {mall-pox, by which mean the pro- 
vincials were greatly endangered. 

be Phelt Were utisloved in colle€ting their force, from every 
quarter, with a It voflible difpatch, which could not be difpenfed 
with, confiderin g me reinforcements which had arrived, and 
were arciving at Bofton. [June 3.| But tl they were diftrefied for 
want of money ; and a letter was difpatched, by the Maflachu- 
fetts congrefs, to their receiver- general, upon the abfolute necef- 
fity of paying the colony forces immediately, and direfting his 
attendatice forthwith : and_allo acquainting him, that ARES 
at Salem had F pee 75}. fterline, which he was willing to leid the 
province, and w ht ch would be of the utmoft i importance to pay 
ie fily to the fo fa ers, and might pre event the greatelt mifchiefs. 
Ta want ‘of cafh obhi iged them to haye a recourfe to province 
i indies which hey 2 ftruck off nigh and day, for the advance pay 
et the men who had inlifted. 

af fu ine 10.] “They were better off as to provifion, and eftablifhed 
ptoo plentif ul allowance, beyond what the troops coul Id expend, 
By the general return of tite army at Cambridge, it amounted on 
the ninth’ to 1581 officers, commiffioned, fergeants, &c. and 
606 privates, in all 7644. But fuch was ‘the want of regulart- 
ty, that 10 dependence could be had upon its exaétnefs. The 
number of privates was probably much aggravated. Too many 
of the officers did not f{cruple to make falfe returns for their own 
enolument. ‘The large proportion of them fhows that the regi- 
ments were far from being full, or were much over- officered. 
Several of the Maffachufeits officers are miferable tools, and muit 
be difcarded fooner or later. It is owing to their having been 
élecied by the very privates they command ; and to the refiona- 
tions of anumber who had governmental Latin tione but have 
thrown them up, from an apprehenfion that the Witekicans will 

ae fucceed ; this gave an opening for a fet of fellows totall ly def- 
itute of both courage and honor, to pufh themfelves torward 
inte get chofen, 

[June 12.| General Gage iffued a proclamation offering a 
pardon in the king’ s name, to all who fhould forthwith lay down 
their arms, and return to theif peaceable occupations, except Sa- 
muel Alans and John Hancock. All, who did not accept of 
the proffered mercy, who fhould proteét, affift, conceal or cor- 
refpond with fuch, were to be treated as rebels and traitors. It 

alfo declared, that as a {top was put to the due courfe of juitice, 
martial law- fhould take place tiil the laws were reftored to their 
due efficacy. The proclamation had no other effeét than to put 
the provincials upon looking out for the operations which were. 
to fucceed, [June 14.] The Matfachufetts congref§ chole their 
| prefident, 


ey 
gs 


356 Ture HISTORY oF tHe [AD aga. 
prefident, Dr. Warren, fecond major-general in their own for. 
ces; the firft having been chofen the day before. 

A difcovery has been made, which will deliver down to pofte- 
rity the name of governor Hutchinfon, loaded with infamy. An 
accident has thrown into the hands of the Americans, the books 
of his copied letters to the miniftry and others, in his own hand. 
writing. By means of them, the feveral charges brought againit 
him, of his enmity to hisown colony, of his confummate dupli- 
city, of his advifing miniftry to alter the charter, and to ufe force 
for the eftablifhment of their plans, and of his afluring them that 
they would meet with no effectual refiftance from the boafting 
fons of liberty, whofe courage would certainly fail them when 
put to the trial, have been authenticated beyond the poffibility of 
a denial. | | 

When he quitted the province, all his furniture was left be. — 
hind in his feat at Milton. After the Lexington engagement, the, 
committee of the town removed it, in order to fave it from being 
totally ruined. Mr. Samuel Henfhaw*, defirous of feeing how 
the houfe looked, when ftript of all the furniture, repaired thi- 
ther with the gentleman who had the key. He went at length 
up into a dark garret, where he difcovered an old trunk, which 
he was told was left behind, as it contained nothing but.a parcel 
of ufelefs papers. Curiofity led him to examine them, when he 
foon difcovered a letter book of Mr. Hutchinfon’s, which he fe-. 
cured, and then pofted away to Dr. Warren, to whom he relat- 
ed what had happened ; on which an order was foon fent to ge- 
neral Thomas, at Roxbury, to poffefs himielf of the trunk. It 
was brought to his quarters: and there, through the imprudent 
exultations of fome about the general, the contents were too often 


_expofed to perfons reforting thither, and fome fingle letters con- 


veyed away : one for the public good, it being thought that if the 
fame was generally known, it might be of diflervice in the prefent 
moment, as it had not a favorable afpect upon the flaunch patri- 
otifm of Mr. Hancock. The letter books and other papers were — 
afterward taken proper care of ; and have been fubmitted to my 


~infpeétion. Many of his letters, befide what have already appear-. 


ed, will be printed : thofe you meet with as his, in the Bofton. 


' Gazcite, or actually taken trom it, you may depend upon as ge- 


nuine, and faithfully copied. 

Mr, Hutchinfon behaved much to the fatisfaétion of the pub- 
lic as judge of probates. He was ready to affift, in a mof 
obliging manner, the widow and the orphan with his advice, 


* Since colle&tor of impoft and excife for the county of Suffolk, im 
Mafach fetts, : 


whenever 
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whenever their bufinefs called them before him. As chief juftice 
he was not exceptionable, only when he fupported the caufe of 
government againft the claims of the people. When in the chair 
of the firft magiftrate, his appointments to different offices were 
generally of men well qualified for difcharging the duties of the 
fame, though moftly fupporters of government: he was adviled 
by a Britifh naval officer to fecure Meff. Hancock and S. Adams 
by promoting them; but replied, that though fuch a {cheme 
might anfwer in regard to Mr. H. it would not as to Mr. A. for 
jt would be only giving him more power to aid him in his oppo- 
fition, and that he fhould not be able afterward to remove him. 
Under the charter the governor cannot remove from offices with- 
out the confent of the council; and Mr. Hutchinfon knew that 
Mr. S Adams’s intereft in the council would be greater than his, 
own. He was ufed to profefs the warmett attachment to the 
good of his native colony, and that he was ever aiming to pro- 
mote its happinefs; and would frequently fhow the letters he 
had written about the time of the ftamp-aét, in oppofition to that 
meafure. He ingratiated himfelf by his free, familiar, and con- 
defcending intercourfe with the common people, whom he 
would join, walk and converfe with, in his way, from the 
meeting to his feat. On_ thefe accounts he had a number of 
friends and advocates, who thought highly of him: but fince 
the difcovery of his letters, they begin to own that they were de- 
ceived in the man, and wofully miftaken in the good opinion they 
entertained of him. He will be execrated in America if not in 
G reat-Britain. . ‘ah 5, a 

The difpatches forwarded to the general congrels from the 
“Maffachufetts the beginning of May, led on to their refolving 
' themfelves into acommittee of the whole to take into confidera- 
tion the flate of America. Before they finifhed this great buli- 
nefs, they refolved unanimoufly ‘ That all exportations to Que- 
bec, Nova-Scotia, the ifland of St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
Georgia, except the parifh of St. John’s, and to Eaft and Wett 
Florida, immediately ceafe, and that no provilion of any kind, 
or other neceflaries be furnifhed to the Britith fifheries, on the 
American coafts, until it be otherwife determined by the con- 
grefs.” The parifh of St. John’s was excepted, as it had fenta 
delegate to congrefs. They continued to fit in a committee from 
day to day till the 24th, when the honorable Peyton Randolph, 
being under a neceflity of returning home, and the chair being 
thereby vacated, they unanimoufly chole the honorable John 
Hancock, efq; prefident. 

[May 26.] A report from the committee being read, the 
congrels came unanimoufly into certain refolutions ; and among 
other matters they refolved, “ That.the colonies be immediately 


put 
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putinto a flate of defence’: but that, as they moft ardently with. 
tor a reftoration of the harmony formerly fubfifling between the 
mother country and ‘thefe colonies, fer the promotion of this 
moil defirable reconciliation, an humble and dutiful petition be - 
prefented to his majefty.” It was then refolved, but not unanin’ - 
mouily, “* That meafures be entered into for opening a negori- 
ation, in order to accommodate the unhappy ‘difputes fubfittme 
between Great-Britain and thefe colonies, and that this be made 
a part of the petition to the king.’ Afterward “ That the mis 
tia of New-York be armed and trained, and in conftant readi~ 
nefs to aét at a moment’s warning.” kelrast ei 
Mr. Dickinfon, the author ‘of the farmet’s letters; is now aie 
member of congrefs for Pennfylvania.. His-heart’ was much en-) 
gaved in bringing about a recoueciliation, and he labored hard in — 
procuring a iecond petition to the king ; but it was oppoled by — 
ieveral and occafioned firong debates for fome days. However. 
for the fake of congrefional harmony it was at length wnani-| 
moufly agreed to; as they that oppofed it had not the leait idea 
of its proving effeQual, from a full perfuafion that the Brith — 
mintitry would be fo irritated, by what had happened on Apri 
the nineteenth, as to reje& all tenders {hort of full fuabmiffion. — 
thefe neverthelefs declined voting, that meafures for a negocia- _ 
tion fhould make a part of the petition, Since the Lexington 
engagement, many of the New-Englanders believe that the contelt 
muit end in abfolute flavery or real independence. id: 

| May 29.] Congrefs wrote a jetterto the Canadians, AN 
them the oppreffed inhabitants of Canada, and themfelves friends 
and countrymen. It was tcfigned to perfuade them, that their 
prefent form of government js a form of tyranny, and that they, 
their wives and children, are raade flaves; to prevent their tak- 
ing a part again{t the colonies in the prefent conteft; and to pto- 
cure a union of all in defence of common liberty. 

[June 2.| It was refolved, “ That no provifions of any kind: 
be furnifhed or fupplied to, or for the ufe of the Britifh army or’ 
navy, in the Maffachufetts-bay, or of any tranfport.”? 

[June 7.| Congrefs, for the firft time, ftiled the colonies ~ ; 
‘THE TWELVE UNITED COLONIES, in a refolve; 
* That Thurfday the goth, of July, be obferved throughout the 
twelve united colonies, as a day of humiliation, fafting and - 
prayer. From henceforward the unzled colonies will come into’ 
ufe, : 

[ June 8.] Major Skeen (the father) of Skeenfborough, with 
other officers, upon their arriving the evening before at Phila. - 
delphia, in a veflel from London, were taken into cuflody.~ 
Congrefs being informed of it, and the faid Skeen had been late- 
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dy appointed governor of the forts of Tyconderoga and Crown. 
Point, and had declared that he was authorized to raife a regis 
iment in America; they appointed a committee to examine his pa- 
pers, as alio thofe of a heutenant m the regulars. 

[June g.| They, having been applied to, by a letter of May 
76th, from the Maffachufetts convention, for their explicit ad- 
vice, relolyed, “That no obedience being due to the aét of par-. 
liament for altermg the charter of the colony of Maflachuletts- 
Bey, nor toa governor or lieutenant governor who will not.ob- 
ferve the direét:ona of, but endeavour to fubvert that charter, the 
governor and lieutenant governor of that colony are to. be con- 
lidered as abfent, and their offices vacant; and as there is no 
council there, and the inconveniencies arifing from the fufpenfi- 
@n oi the powers of government are intolerable; that, im osder 
té conform as nedr.as may be to the {pirit and fubflance of the 
charter, it be.recommended to the provincial convention to write: 
letters to the inhabitants of the feveral places, entitled to repre- 
{entation in aflembly, requefting them to choofe fuch reprefenta- 
tives; and that the affembly, when chofen, do eleé& counfellors ; 
and that fuch aflembly or council exercife the powers of govern- 
ment, until a governor of his majefly’s appointment will confent 
to govern the colony according to its charter. 2 
-_.| June 10.| It was recommended to the united colonies to col- 
feét falt-petre and fulphur, and to manufa€ture the fame into gun- 
powder, for the ufe of the continent. ) 

[ June 14.] Congrefs agreed to the refolutions of the com~ 
Mittce of the whole houfe, “ That fix companies of expert rifle. 
men be immediately raifed in Pennfylvania, two in Maryland, 
and two in Virginia; and that each company, confilting of fixty-. 
cight privates, befide officers, march as foon as completed, and 
join the army near Bofton, to be there employed as light infantry.” 

{June 15.] They proceeded to choofe by ballot a general to 
command all the continental forces, and George Wa/hington, efq; 
Was unanumouily elected. 

{ June 16.| . The prefident informed him of the choice which 
_ the congrefs had made, and of their requefting his acceptance of 

that employment.. Colonel Wathington, flanding in his place, 
an{wered, , : ah 

pAS Me. sPrefident,. ! 

© Though Lam truly fenfible of the high honor done me in 
this appointment, yet I feel great diftrefs from a conf{cioufnefs, 
that my abilities and military experience may not be equal to the 
-extenfive and important trult. However, as the congrefs defire 
it, I will enter upon the momentous duty, and exert every power 


T poflefs in their fervice, and for the {upport of the glorious caule. 
I beg 
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I beg they will accept my moft cordiai thanks for this diftinguifh- 
ed teflimony of their approbation. | 

‘“* But, left fome unlucky event fhould happen unfavourable to 
my reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every gentleman 
in the room, that I this day declare, with the utmoit fincerity, I 
do not think myfelf equal to the command I am honored with. 

‘“‘ As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to aflure the congrefs, that as 
no pecuniary confideration could have tempted me to accept this 
arduous employment, at the expence of my domeftic eafe and 
happinefs, I do not wifh to make any proft from it. I will keep 
an exa€t account of my expences. Thofe, I doubt not, they will | 
difcharge, and that 1s all I defire.” et ; 

The colonel did not afpire to the honor of commanding the 
army; he was rather folicitous to avoid it, upon an apprehenfion’ 
of his inadequacy to the importance of the fervice. The parti. 
ality of congrefs, however, affifted by a polztecal motive, render- _ 
ed his reafons unavailing; and led him to ‘‘ launch ento a wide 
and extenfive field, too boundlefs for his abilities, and far, very 
far beyond his experience,” as his prevailing modefly induced 
him to exprefs himfelf. He is dauntlefs, aftive, attentive to bu- 
finefs, temperate, humane, formed for gaining and fecuring the 
affections of officers and foldiers, far from haughty and fuperci- 
lious, though naturally referved; which is a quality that may fe- _ 
cure him from anfwering, without offending, many improper _ 
queftions, that the New-Englanders will be likely to afk, for. 
they are. amazingly addifted to inquifitivenefs: this is greatly 
owing to the equality that prevails ameng them, and leads them’ 
into thofe mutual freedoms, which are cenfured in places where 
diftinétion in fortune and rank are far more prevalent and dif- 
proportioned. The perfonal appearance of the colonel is noble’ 


and engaging. He certainly pofleffes {trong powers of mind, 


which will tend much to fupply, in a fhort feafon, any prefent — 
deficiencies, that the want of more extenfive reading, and of 
more practical knowledge in military matters, may inevitably oc-* 
cafion. His days have been {pent in America, and he has had _ 
little opportunity of feeing fervice. As you have already been — 
informed, in 1755, he prevented the total ruin of the Britifh’ 
troops after general Braddock’s defeat, by covering their retreat 
with his rangers: but he has never been accuftomed to the com- 
mand of a regular regiment, to which is to be imputed his fay- 
ing to the volunteers he lately commanded in Virgina, that a gun © 
and a good {word or hanger was all the foldier wanted, without - 
mentioning a word of the bayonet—-it was all that the ranger — 
wanted. When the laft French war was clofed the ceflions made © 
to Britain in thefe American regions, cut of all se of 
uture 


| &D.17753) AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 36) 


future hoftile armies in the country ; and made the profefled 
ftudy of the arts of war fuperfluous to a perfon inclined to the 
pleafure of a plantation. . 

_ Though the late Rey. Mr. Davis, whom you well remember 
when at London, inferted the followimg note in a fermon of his 
on fome fpecial occafion, “ I may point out to the public that 
heroic youth colonel Wafhington, whom I cannot but hope Pro- 
vidence has hitherto preferved in fo fignal a manner for fome 
important fervice to his country :” yet asno human knowledge 
could, at that peried, fathom the events of the prefent day, and 
as there was no evidence of its being in a degree prophetic, it can 
be afcribed only to the admiration the author felt while contem- 
plating the character of the colonel. But his being a perfon of 
firiét honor and probity; was undoubtedly a main reafon with 
congrefs for electing him to the chief command of the Americaiz 
army. ‘They are fully perfuaded of his patrioti{m, that it 1s net 
pretended ; that he will.not betray the caufe of the united colo: 
nies ; that he will not lavith away thofe f{canty fupplhies, which 
call for the greateft economy; that he will never prey upon the 
| vitals of his country to enrich himfelf, nor countenance others 
-» in doing it; that while he is intrufted with the power of the {ward, 
_ he will pay.a facred regard to the civil rights of his fellow fub- 
jetts ; and that he will not add needlefs barbarity to the unavoid- 
able horrors and calamities of war. He does not underitand 
French ; the knowledge of which many will view as an import- 
ant accomplifhment, elpecially fhould the continuance of the pre- 
fent rupture make the aid of France hereafter a defirable acquill- 
tion. But fhould the times. ever induce French adventurers te 
repair in fhoals to head quarters, he may blefs his ignorance for 
fecuring him from many impertinent, long, and tirelome appli- 
cations of military men, of no eminence and little worth, mere 
foldiers of fortune, who. are after rank and riches, both which 
the united colonies fhould deal out witha parfimonious hand, in 
accommodation to their own circumflances. He entered on the 
forty-fourth year of his age the 11th of laft Feburuary. You will 
wifh to know the po/iticut motive, which may have {wayed colo- 
nel Wafhington. You muit not Jook for it in any fuppofed ne- 
gleét on the part of the Britilh government, after he’ had done 
them fuch eminent fervice in covering the retreat of their troops 
in 1755- This may be irntfinuated to leffen his charaéter... But 
did he even think himfelf flighted at the time, he would {earce 
have remembered it; much lefs have harboured any refentment 
upon the occafion, for twenty years together. The polztecal mo- 
‘tive mult certainly have been of another nature. It was proba- 
bly complex. . A common ‘danger has united the colonies; but 
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has not eradicated all the jealoufies that before exifted amon 
them. New-York, Penntylvania, and the colonies to the fouth: 
ward, have not fuch confidence in the Maffachufetts-bay, as to 
admit that one of their own natives fhould be the commander in 
chief. There is too great a nationality among the Bay-men: 
fuch a one might be unduly prejudiced in favor of his own colo! | 
ny. Befide, colonel Wafhington and the other colonifts were ‘ 
in purfuit of an honorable accommodation, and had not the moft 
dillant thought of feparating from’ Great-Britain. They could — 
not be certain, whatever was the cafe at prefent, that the Maffa. 
chufetts would not fhortly aim at a feparation : it was then a mat. 
ter of confequence who headed the army. Whatever fome of. 
the Maflachufetts delegates might with in their hearts, they pers 
ceived the neceflity of accommodating themfelves to the inclina: 
tions of others, at fuch a crifis ; and hence the unanimity with 
which colonel Wafhington has been eletted: for thongh it was 
by ballot, it was not without pré-concerted countel, #29277 ay 
[June 17.| A draught of General W afhington’s commiffion - 
was agreed to, and ordered to be fairly tranfcribed, figmed and. 
delivered to him. After which the congrels declared, that they 
would maintain and affift, and adhere to him, with their lives _ 
andtortumes, im the maintenance and prefervation of American — 
liberty. ‘hey then proceeded to choofe by ballot Artemas Ward, — 
efq; firfl major general, Horatio Gates adjutant general, and 
Charles Lee, efq; fecond major general. Pwo days after, they _ 
chofe Philip Schuyler, efq; third major gerieral, and Ifrael Puts _ 
nam, efq; unanimoutly fourth major general. | ‘i, 
Having attended to the proceedings of the general congrefs, 
down to the choice of their fir officers to command the conti) — 
nental army, let us return to the Maffachufetts.. © | as ah 
[June 15.} “Fhe committee of fafety, having received vari: — 
ous accounts of the movements of general Gage’s army, and of — 
his intention foon to make an attempt to penetrate into the coun: — 
iry, recommended to the congrefs the ordering of all the militia _ 
‘to hold themfelves in readinefs to march om the fhorteft notice: — 
and to the council of war, the inaintaining of Bunker’s-hill by a — 
fuffeient force pofted theréon, and the taking of fuch fteps re- 
{petting Dorchefter neck as to them fhould appear to be for the — 
fecunity of the colony: Bunker’s-hill is jaft at the entrance of — 
the peninfula of Charleflown, and is confiderably high and large. — 
[ June 16.] Orders were iffued, that a detachment of a thou: _ 
fand men, under colonel Prefeott, do match at evening and Ins _ 
trench upon the hill. By fome miftake Breed’s hill} high‘and — 
large like the other, but fituated on the futtheft part of the pe- 
nintula next-te Bofton, was marked ‘out for the ii a 
aie ; ‘eg 
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inftead,of Bunker’s.. The provincials proceeded therefore to 
Breed’s hill ; but were prevented going to work till near twelve 
o'clock at night, when they purfued their bufinefs with the utmott 
diligence and. alacrity, fo that by the dawn of day they had 
thrown up.afmall redoubt, about eight rods. fquare. Such was 
| the extraordinary filence which reigned among them, that they. 
“were not heard by the Britifh on board their vellels in the neigh- 
bouring waters. The fight of the works was the firft notice that 
the Lively man of war had of them, when the captain began fir- 
ing upon them about four in the morning. ‘The guns called the 
‘town of Bofton, the camp and the fleet to behold a novelty 
which was little expeGted. The profpett obliged the Britilh ge- 
nerals to alter the plan .which they meant to execute the next 
day. ‘They grew weary of being cooped up in Botton; and had 
-refolved upon making themfelves matters of Dorchelter heights, 
and fecuring the edbow room which general Burgoyne propoted 
enjoying. But the prefent provincial movement prevented the ex- 
pedition.. They were now called to attempt potfefing them, 
felves of Breed’s hill: on which the provincials continued work- 
ing, notwithftanding a heayy fire from the enemy’s fhips, a 
number of floating batteries, and a fortification upon Copp’s hill 
in Bofton, dire€tly oppofite.to the little American redoubt. It 
is called Copp’s hill, though the original name was Cope’s hill, 
from the name of the firft owner, An inceflant fhower of thot 
and bombs'was rained by the batteries upon the American works, 
and yet but one man was killed. The Americans continued la- 
boring indefatigably till they had thrown up a {mall breaft-work, 
extending from. the ealt fide of the redoubt to the bottom of the 
hill, but were prevented completing it by tae intolerable fire of 
the enemy. By fome unaccountable error, the detachment 
which had “been working for hours, was neither relieved, nor 
fupplied with refrelhment, but was left to engage under thele 
difadvantages. . | ) ‘ 
_ Between twelve and one o'clock, and the day exceeding hot, 
a number of boats and barges, filled with regular troops from 
Bolton, approach Charleftown. ‘Lhe men are landed at More- 
ton’s point. They confilt of four battalions, ten companies of 
the grenadiers, and ten of light infantry, with a proportion of 
feld artillery, but by fome overfight their {pare cartridges are 
much too big for them, fo that when the Americans are at length 
forced froin their lines, there is not around of artillery cartridges 
remaining. Major general Howe and brigadier general Pigot, 
have the command. The troops form, and remain in that pofi- 
tion, till joined by a fecond detachment of light infantry and ‘gre- 
nadier companies, a battalion of the land forces, and a battalion 
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of marinés, making in the whole year upon 3000 men. Gene. 
rals Clinton and Burgoyne take their fland upon Copp’s hill to 
obferve and contemplate the bloody and deftru@ive operations | 


that are now commencing. The regulars form in two lines, and’ 


advance deliberately, frequently halting to give time for the ar. _ 
iillery to fire, but it is not well ferved. The hight infantry _ 
are directed to force the left point of the breaft-work, and ta — 


take the American line in flank. The grenadiers advanice to at. 
tack in front, fupported by two battalions, while the left, under 


general Pigot, inclines to the right of the American line. One — 


or two of the continental regiments had been pofted in Charlef- 
town; but afterward removed to prevent their being cut off by a 
fudden attack; fo that the Britifh are‘not hurt in the leaft by 
any muiketry from thence, whatéver may hereafter be pretend. 
ed; neither do generals Clinton and Burgoyne perceive any *, 
though properly ftationed for obferving all that paffes.° General 
Gave had for fome time refolvyed upon burning the town, when 


once any works were raifed by the Americans upon the hills bes _ 


longing to itt: and while the Britifh are advancing nearer and - 
hearer to the attack, orders come to Copp’s hill for executing the 
yefolution; foon after a catcafs is difcharged,. which fets fire to 
an old houfe near the ferry way; ‘the fire fpreads, and moft of 
the place is inftantly in flames.” ‘The houfes at the eaftern end 
of Charleftown are fired by men Jandéd from the boats. ‘The 
regulars derive no advantage from the {moke of the: conflagrati- 
on, for the wind fuddenly fhifting, carries it another way, fo 
that they have not the cover of it in their approach. The pros. 
vincials have not a rifleman among them, not one being yet ar- 
rived from the fouthward; nor have they any rifle guns; they 
have only common mutkets, nor ate thefe in general furnifhed 


tip 
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with bayonets; but then they are almoft all markfmen, being a 


accuftomed to {porting of one kind or other from their youth.—_ 
A number of the Maffachufetts troops are in the redoubt, and 
the part of the breaft-work neareft it. The left of the breait- 
work, and the open ground flretching beyond its point to the 
water fide, through which there has not been the opportunity of 
carrying the work, is occupied partly by the Maffachufetts forces, | 
and partly by the Conneéticut, under capt. Nolton of Afhford, 
and the New-Hampfhire under colonel Stark, of ae Sede 

* General Burgoyne’s Letter. ee 

¥ This refolution was afligned by a near female relation of the general, 
to a gentlewoman with whom the had been acquainted at fchool, as a 


reafon why the other, upon obtaining a pafs to quit Boftcn, fhould not 
“tarry at her fathe:’s (Mr. Cary’s) houfe in Charleitown. 
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By the direftion of the officers, the troops upon the open’ 
ground pull up the poft and rail fence, and carrying it forward. 
to another of the fame kind, and putting fome newly mowed 

rafs between them, form a flight defence in fomeé parts. Ge- 
neral Warren joins the Maffachufetts forces in one place, and 
yeneral Pomeroy in another. General Putnam is bufily engaged 
in aiding and encouraging, here and there as the cafe requires. 
The provincials are impatiently waiting the attack of the enemy. 


‘What fcenes now offer to our view | Here, a large and noble 
town, confifting of about 300 dwelling houfes, and near upon. 
200 other buildings, in one great blaze, burning with amazing 
fury, being chiefly timber, with but little exception, The only 
place of worfhip, a large commodious meeting houfe, by its 
‘alpiring fteeple, forms a pyramid of fire above the ref,” There, 
in Bofton, the fteeples, houfes, and heights, are covered with 
the inhabitants, and thofe of the military, whofe duty does not 
call them elfewhere. Yonder, the hills ‘around the country, and 
the fields, that afford a fafe and diftin&t view of the momentous 
éonteft, are occupied by Americans of all ages and orders. ‘he 
Britifh move on fea dil but flowly, inftead of ufing a quick ftep ; 
which gives the provincial’ the advantage of taking furerand 
cooler aim. Thefe referve their fire, till the regulars come with- 
in tenor twelve rods, when they began a furious difcharge of 
fmall arms, by which the enemy is arrefted, and which they 
return for fome time without advancing a flep. The ftream 
of American fire is fo inceffant, and does fuch execution, that 
the regulars retreat in diforder, and with preat precipitation to- 
ward the place of landing, and fome feek refuge even in their 
boats. The officers are feen by the fpeftators on the oppofité 
fhore, running down to them, ufing the moit paffionate geftures, 
and pufhing them forward with their {words. At length they are. 
rallied ; but march with apparent reluctance up to the intrench- 
ment. The Americans again referve their fire, till the enemy 
come within five or fix rods; then difcharge their well-directed 
pieces, and put them a fecond time to flight. Such is the lofs 
already fuftained, that feveral of the officers fay, “ It is down- 
right butchery to lead the men on afrefh again{t the lines.” But 
Britifh honor is at {take thefe muft therefore be carried. Ge- 
neral Howe and the officers double their exertions. . General 
Clinton perceiving how the army 1s ftaygered, pafles over, with. 
out waiting for orders, and joins them in time to be of fer- 
vice. The united and ftrenuous efforts of the different officers 
are again fuccelstul, notwithftanding the men difcover an almoft 
infuperable averfion to renewing the attack. The Americans are 
in want of powder, fend fora iupply, but can procure none ; for 

there 
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there is buta barrel and a half in the magazine. This deficiency 


difables them from making the fame defence as before ; while the — 


Britih reap a further advantage by bringing fome cannon tg 


bear fo as to rake the infide of the breaft-work from end to end; 


upon which the provincials retreat within their fort. » The regue 
lar army now makes a decifive pufh. ‘The fire from the fhips. 
and batteries and field artillery is redoubled. The officers in the 
rear goad on the foldiers, and the redoubt is attacked on three 


fides at once. The provincials are of neceflity ordered to retreat ; 


but they delay, and keep the enemy at bay for fome time with 
the butt end of their mufkets, till the redoubt is half filled’ with 
regulars ; the works of which are eafily mounted, a few hours 
only having been employed in throwing them up: ahs 


While thefe operations are going forward at the brea{t-work | 


and.redoubt, the light infantry are engaged in attempting to force 
the left point of the former, through the {pace between that and 
the water, that they may take the American line in flank. They 


exhibit repeated proofs of undaunted courage; but the refiftance - 


they meet with is as formidable and fatal as what their fellow fol- 
diers experience in the other quarter, Here the provincials alfo, 
by command, referve their fire till tlie enemy is near, and then 
pour in their {hot upon the infantry with fuch a true dire€tion and 
amazing fuccefs, as to. mow them down in ranks. Some of 
them are flightly guarded by the rail fences abovementioned ; 
but others are quite expofed, and more than is needful; and the 
regulars will have no reafon in future to charge them with fight- 
ing unfairly, becaufe of their ufing defences, not formed by mi- 
litary rules, and workmen. The engagement between the two 
parties is kept up with great refolution; but the well-aimed fire 
of the Americans does altonifhing execution; and the ftrenuous 


exertions of the regulars cannot compel them to retreat, till they — 


obferve that their main body has left the hill: when they give way, 
but with more regularity than could be expefted from troops wha 
have been no longer under difcipline, and in general never be- 
fore faw an engagement. . _ Pee ats zs 

‘Lhe courage and condu& of the provincials that oppofed the 
hight infantry, faved their co-patriots, who were overpowered 
and obliged to retreat from the fort; and who mutt otherwife 
have been cut off, as the enemy, but for fuch oppofition, would 
have been inflantly upon the back of:the redoubt. While thefe 
braye mem were retreating, general Warren was fhot in the back 
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part of his ‘head, on the right fide*: having mechanically ¢lapt 
his hand to the wound, he dropt down dead. : | 

The retreat of the Americans lay over the neck,’ which joined 
the peninfula of Charleftown to the main lard; and as the Glaf- 
gow man of war and two floating batteries were fo ftationéd as to 
rake every part of it with her fhot, it was feared that they would 
be cut offafter all, but they retired with very little lofs. The 
inceflant fire kept up by the hip and batteries acrofs the neck 
from the beginning of the engagement, prevented any confidera- 
blereinforcements getting to the nll; but this was owing more 
to the cowardice of fome provincial officers than to the executi- 
on of the fhot. oh ae : 
» The number of Americans engaged, incliding thofe who dar- 
ed to crofs the neck and join them, amounted only to fitteen hun- 
dred; but the unengaged, who appeared in various parts, did, 
by their different movernents, lead many of the Bofion fpetia- 
tors to apprehend, at that diftance, that they confilted of lome 
thoufands. | : 

It was feared by the Americans, that the Britifh troops would 
pufh the advantage they had gained, and march immediately to 
head quarters at Cambridge, about two miles diftant, and in no 
fiate of defence. But they advanced no further than to Bun- 
ker’s-hill, of which they poffefled themfelves the night of their 
retreat from Lexington; and here they threw up works for their 
own fecurity. The provincials did the fame upon Profpeét-hill 
in front of them, about half way to Cambridge. The appre- 
lenfions of each fide in regard to the other appeared to be fimi- 
Jar. Both were guarding againft an attack, in hopes of prevent. 
ing it. Had the refolution of either led on immediately to a 
frefh engagement, the day would probably have been far more 
decifive.. But the lofs of the peninfula damped the courage of 
the Americans, and the lofs of men depreffed the fpirits of the 
Britifh. A veteran officer, who was at the battles of Dettingen 
and Minden, and at feveral others in Germany, has faid, that 
for the time the engagement lafted, and the number of men in it, 
he never knew any thing equal it. ‘There was a continued fheet 
of fire from the provincials for near half an hour, and the attion 
was hot for about double that period. In this fhort fpace, the 
lofs of the Britifh, according to general Gage, amounted to 
1054, of whom 226 were killed, of thefe ig were commiffion: 
ed officers, including a lieutenant-colonel, S majors, and 7° cap- 


* We. afterward major Winflows of the American artillery, (who was 
perfonally acquainted with the general, and crofled over from Bofon to 
the place of a&ion; ‘after ihe battle, and narrewly farveyed the’body) re- 
Jated his being ‘o fhet, and the haad’s being blocdy as if by the 4vound. 
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tains ; 70 other officers were wounded. Among thofe more:ge. 
neraily regretted, were lieutenant-colonel Abercromby, and mas 


jor Pitcairn, who eccafioned the firit fhedding of blood at Lex. 


ington. ‘The battle of Quebec in the late war, with all its glory, 
and the vaftnefs of the confequences it produced, was not fo de. 
firuétive to the Britith officers as this, affair of an American in- 
trenchment, the work of only a few hours. Even at the battle 
of Minden, where the Britifh regiments fuftained the force of the 
whole French army for a cenfiderable time, the number of offi- 
cers killed, including two who foon died of their wounds, was 
only 13, and. the wounded remaining 66: their whole lofs in 
killed was 291, in wounded 1037, together 1928*, That the 
officers fuffered fo, muft be imputed partly to their being aimed 


at by the Americans; and this may account for moft of thofe, . 
who were near the perfon of general Howe, being flain or difa. 


bled. It was a wonder, that the general himfelf efcaped. The 


men, habituated to take fight, would naturally aim at the officers, | 


without expecting or waiting for orders, from an apprehenfion 
that much confufion would follow upon their dropping. ° Gage’s 
account of the killed and wourided is large ; but does not equal 
by much what has been given to one of the fele€tmen of Bofton, 
remaining in town, by a fergeant who declared he had feen the 
returns from the proper perfons, the total of which Was 1925; 
The light infantry and grenadiers, the moment they prefented 
themfelves, loft three-fourths of their men, and in a few inilan- 
ces more. Of one company only three or five, and of another 
only fourteen efcaped. A number of tories ferved as volunteers, 
feveral of whom were killed. The unexpeéted refiftance of the 


Americans.called forth all the courage and exertions of the Bri-_ 


tifh officers, which did not fail upon the occafion : but whate- 
ver commendations they are entitled to upon that account, the 
Americans are certainly entitled to a proper portion of the like 
for having made the fame neceflary. Thefe have now wiped 
away the reproaches unjuftly caft upon them by their enemies in 
Britain. Let fuch praife the fpirited conduét of general. Howe 
and of general Clinton ; and attribute in a great meafure the fuc- 
cefs of the day to the firmnefs and gallantry of general Pigot ; 
but let them no more pronounce the colonifis cowards, who will 


fly at the very fight of a grenadier’s cap.. The Britith, befide 


gaining the peninfula, took thirty wounded prifoners, and five _ 


pieces of cannon out of fix. , : ‘ 
The lofs of the provincials has-been trifling. The killed and 
dead of their wounds are 139, the wounded living 278, and the 
* Entick’s Hiftory of the War from.1755, Vol. IV. p. 20, printed for 
Mr. Dilly. | , iy Sa! 
; | mifling 


| 


~ wounded Americans out of Bofton, of whom but few have diea ; Lili 
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-smiffing 96, in all 459. They deeply regret the deaths of major 
-general Warren, of colonel Gardner ot ‘Cambridge, of lieute- 
-nant-colonel Parker, of Clemsford, who was wounded, taken 
-prifoner, and perifhed in Bofton jail ; of major Moore and ma- 
jor M‘Clany, who were the only officers of diftinttion that they 
Joft. But the death of general Warren will be moft feverely 
felt, and occafions the greateft forrow. Huis enemies bear telti- 
mony to his importance, by triumphing at his fall, and rating it 
.as better to them than 500 men. Neither refentment, nor ins 
-terefted views, but a regard to the liberties of his country, indu- 
_ ced him to oppofe the meafures of government. He ftepped tor- 
ward into public view, not that he might be noted and admired 
_for a patriotic fpirit, but becaufe he was a patriot. He was a 
gentleman of integrity, in whom the friends ot liberty could con- 
fide. The foundnefs of his judgment enabled him to give good 
advice in private confultations.. His powers of {peech and rea-~ 
foning commanded refpeét, and gamed him influence in the pro- 
vincial congrefs. He aimed not at afeparation from, but a coa- 
lition with Britain, upon a full redrefs of grievances, and a reci- 
procal intercourfe ef interefts and affection. He was valted in 
private life for his engaging manners, and as a phyfician for his 
-profefliona! abilities. The death of an amiable confort had made 
his life of the greatell importance to his children ;: he was willing 
however to rifk it in the fervice of the public. His intrepidity 
and zeal for the caufe he had efpoufed, together with the electing 
voice of the provincial congrefs, induced him to enter upon the 
military line. Within four days after his appointment to a ma- 
jor-generallhip, he fell a noble facrifice to the natural rights of 
mankind. Hewas of a middling fize, and of a lowifh ftature. 
The ladies pronounced him handfome. 

The tories exulted upon the acquifition of the peninfula of 
Charleftown ; but the experienced officers in the Britifh fervice 
thought the advantage too dearly purchafed, and their counte- 
nances became gloomy upon the occafion. The reafon for it has 
been increafing from the frequent and multiphed deaths of the 4 
wounded. Thefe have fuffered greatly for want of frefh provi- ae 
fions and other fupplies, which the country alone could furnifh ; ea: 
many would have {urvived, had they been as well nurfed-as the. Ly 


with regard to the wounded prifoners in town, there are com- Hil 
plaints of their having been ull-treated. es | 

The burning of Charleftown, now a heap of ruins, though be- 
fore the prefent troubles a place of great trade, has not had the 
leaft tendency toward difcouraging the provincials from profecut- 
ing their oppofition to miniferial meafures, whatever might have 

Vou... g A been 
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‘been the intention of general Gage. It has not excited fear, but 
-refentment, wrath and execration. Such military executions 
may diftrefs and impoverifh, but will not fubdue the colonifts. 
‘They might an{wer in the old world; but are not calculated for) .|| 
the new. Mh ip | a 
- In the opimion of many, general Howe was chargeable with a 
capital error in landing and attacking as he did. It might Origis | 
nate from too greata confidence in the forces he commanded, _ 
and in too contemptuous an opinion of the enemy he had to em 
counter. He certainly might have entrapped the provincials by 
landing on the narroweft part of Charleftown neck, under the 
fire of the floating batterres and fhips of war. Here he might 
have flationed and fortified his army, and kept up an open com- 
munication with Bofton by a water-carriage, which he would 
have commanded through the aid of the navy, on each fide of 
the peninfula. Had he attempted this mianceuvre, the provinci- 
als on obferving it, muft have made a rapid retreat from Breed’s- 
- hull, to have efcaped having his troops in their rear, and being 
enclofed. It 1s faid, that general Clinton propofed it. The re- 
jection of the propolal, if really made, has greatly weakened the 
Brith army, and probably prevented the ruin of the American. — 

_ The colonifts may regret, that general Howe conquered at_ 
Breed’s-hill ; but had the provineials driven him back into Bofton, 

ut might have been of far greater detriment to the common caufe, 
than the prefent fituation of affairs. The Maffachufetts colony 
would fearce have been eafy under the appointment of general _ 
Wafhington to the chief command, had general Ward been 
¢rowned with the laurels of victory. The victory, as it flands, 
will make the appointment go down eafily, and prevent objeéti- © 
ons. Not only fo, but it has occafioned Gage’s dividing his ar- 
my to tecure the conqueft he has made. He has another poft to — 
maintain, which will employ fo great a force, as to cramp his 
future operations. Befides, had the Britifh been driven back 
mto Bofton, they might have removed to New-York, which 
would have anfwered their general defign better than remaining 
cooped up in their prefent pofition. In that city and colony they 
~would have had many more friends. There it is that the minif- 
try have their greateft influence. ‘That would.have been the fe-. 
ceureft place for the troops, and where they. might have. procured _ 
thofe fupplies from the country which they are now deprived of. 
By early reinforcements from Great-Britain, it might have been 
made fo {trong a poft, as to have commanded the North-river, — 
and cut off the communication between the colonies which that” 


feparates, 
‘The 
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The provincials have been indefatigable in throwing up works, 
and fecuring the molt expofed parts of their lines with {trong re- 


doubts covered with artillery. ‘They had itrangely Hiab ad for: 


tifying the paflage from the neck to the pott OE Roxbury, and 
even the poft itfelf; but fince the Breed’s-hill battle they have 
compentated for the defect ; and to make their defence the more 
perfect, have pulled down avery good houfe, (on a point where 
the road coming from Botton divides) which was built by gover- 
nor Dudley, and to whofe falfe politics many are ready to-afcribe 
the early origin of thofe defigns which the miniftry are now en-: 
deavouring to accomplifh. The minifterial army abound in mtli- 
tary itores and artillery ; and are not {paring in throwing fhells, 
and fupporting a great cannonade upon the pr ovincial works, 
efpecially at Roxbury. It was terrifying at firft to raw troops, 
who not being accuftomed to, expected to fuffer greatly by it. 
Some damage has been done among the houfes in the flreet, one 
Ger two Hues been burnt, and a man or two killed. But the pro- 
vincials flationed there have found by experience, that though 
the noife is great, the damage is trifling, and therefore defpile 1 it, 
They are fo hardened by repeated firing, that a cannonading is no 
more minded than a commen der HHetiae 

Breed’s-hill engagement excited freth defires in the inhabitants 
of Bofton to leave the town. The feleétmen had given repeated 
‘affurances to general Gage, that they had delivered up their arms 
according to agreement : in order to juility his detaining them, 
[ June 19.]| he iffued a proclamation, ia which he declared, that 
he had full A aret of the contrary, and that many had fhapan per- 
fidious in ‘that refpeét, and had fecreted great muimbers. Some 
few might fecrete their {porting guns, or curious arms. No doubt 
however is to be made, but that the greatell part, or nearly “all 
the training arms were delivered up. The im partial world will 
{carcely acquit him of having been guilty of a notorious breach 
of faith, even admitting his own plea. If indrviduals had not 
| complied with the propotal of delivering up their arms ; yet as the 
community had dene it, the innocent were entitied to “all the be- 
nefits of the agreement. Numbers were afterward allowed to 
quit the town, but not to take their effects, though that was {i 
pulated in hes beginning ; the allowance however was thought 
to be owing to adefire of reducing the confumption of prov ifi- 
ons, when a fcarcity was approaching. 

The day the proclamation sldtaatger the chicfs and warriors 
of the Onezda tribe of Indians, direfted the follow: ing pues to 
governor Trumbull, to be communicated by him to the four New- 
England provinces : 


As 


gy «= THe HISTORY oF tHe [4Ditgyg. 


“As my younger brothers of the New-England Indians, whe 
have fetiled in the vicinity, are now going down to vifit their: 


friends, and to move up parts of their families that were left be-v. | 


hind—with this belt by them, I open the road wide, clearing — 


to their fettlements here in peace. et a 


66 


it of all obitacles, that they may. vifit. their friends, and return. — | 


mend them to your charity through their long journey. he 
‘“ Now we more immediately addrefs you our brother, the: 
governor, and the chiefs of New-England, ai 
‘* Brothers!—We have heard of the unhappy. differences, 
and great contention between you and Old England.—We- 
wonder greatly, and are troubled in our minds. 
“ Brothers !—Poflefs your minds in peace refpe&ting us In-: 
dians.—We cannot intermeddle in this difpute between two 
brothers.—The quarrel feems to be unnatural.~-You are two 
brothers of one blood.—We are unwilling to join on either fide: 
in fuch a conteft, for we bear an equal affection to both you Old’ 
and New-England,—Should the great king of England apply to. 
us for aid—we fhall deny him.—lIf the colonies apply—we will 
refufe.—The prefent fitnation of you two brothers is new and.» 


firange to us. We Indians cannot find, nor recolle@ in the ‘ 


traditions of our anceflors, the like cafe, or a fimilar inftance, 
“ Brothers!—For thele reafons poffefs your minds in peace, 


and take no umbrage, that we Indians refufe joining in the con. _ 


tell.—We are for peace. 7 | 

‘Brothers !— Was it an alien, a forei gn nation, who had ftruck. 
you, we fhould look into. the matter,--We hope, through the. 
wile government and good pleafure of God, your diftrefles may 
be foon removed, and the dark. clouds be difperfed. 

“ Brothers !—As we have declared for peace, we defire you: 
will not apply to our Indian brethren in New-England for affift- 
ance.—_Let us Indians be all of one mind, and live with one 
another; and you white people fettle your own difputes betwixt: 
yourfelves. 


* Brothers!—we have now declared our minds—pleafe to’ 


write to us, that we inay know vours.. We the Sachems and 
TAY ; ; d , S NBS 7 aan t "> a, fe d } ae 
warriors, and Yemaie governedies of Oneida, fend our love: 


to you brother, governor, and all the other chiefs in New-Ing- 


Jand.”’ . 


Signed by Wilhkam Sunoghfis, Necklafha } rh Wllsam: 
Kanaghquaefea. Peter Lnayeheare, Jimmy Tekayaheare, Nickhis 


Agifenhare, i. e. garter; Thomas Yoghtanowea, 1. €. ee 
the | 


We Oneidas are induced to this meafure on account of the: 
difagreeable fituation of affairs that way ; and we hope by the: 
help of God, they may return in peace——We earneftly recom. 


42 
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the dew; Adam Ohonwano, Quedellis Agwerondongwas, 1. e. 
breaking of the twigs ; Handerehehs Tegahf/weahdyen, 1. €.a belt. 
(of wampum) extended; Fohnko’ Skeanendon, Thomas Teonde- 
atha, i. e. a fallen tree. Above a hundred years back a Sachem. 
of afamily, which was becoming extinct, adopted a numerous fa- 
mily, and to commemorate their own decay and extinétion, cal- 
led the adopted Teondeatha, which name is perpetuated as are fe-. 
veral of their family names. © ie 

The {peech was dated from Kanonwarohare, i. e. a head ereét- 
ed on a pole. 

My friend, the Rev. Mr. Samuel Kirkland, a mifhonary 
among the Oneidas, and who underftands the languge, inter- 
preted and wrote the above. He tells me, that the Indian 
names of men, rivers and places, have often {pecial meanings, 
alluding to events or qualities, as 1s mutch the cafe in the Hebrew 
language. ‘The Indians are very deliberate in their {peeches, 
often paufing, to engage a clofer attention to what they deliver. 
They have a prevailing fpecies of politenels, frequently wanting 
in the converfation of civilized Europeans, too apt to pronounce 
them, favages and barbarians.. They give clofe attention to the 
perfon addrefling them. They do not interrupt him while fpeak- 
ing, but wait tillhe has finifhed ; and confider it as great rude- 
ne{s to be interrupted. In their councils every one is heard 
with patience in ail that he has to fay: profound filence reigns 
among the audience to the exclufion of all difturbance, and there 
are no private confabulations.. 

The above Indian fpeech feems to refer to one which had 
been delivered to the provincial congrefs eleven days before, by 
the Stockbridge delegate, being the an{wer of the Indians dwel- 
ling there toa meflage of the former congrefs. ‘This anfwer 
was, “ Brothers! we have heard you {peak by your letter—we 
thank you for it—we now -make anfwer. ‘ Brothers! you re- 
member when you firfl came over the great waters, I was great 
and you was little, very fmall. 1 then took you in for a friend, 
and kept you under my arms, fo that no one might injure you: 
fince that time we have ever been true friends: there has never 
been any quarrel between us. Butnow our conditions are changed, 
You are become great and tall._—You reach to the clouds.— You 
are {een all round the world, I am become {mall, very little-— 
Tam not fo high as your heel. Now you take care of me, and 
I look to you tor protection. “ Brothers! I am forry:to hear 
of this great quarrel between you and Old England. It appears 
that blood muft foon be fhed to end this quarrel. We never 
till this day underftood the foundation of this quarrel between 
you.and the country you came. from. Brothers! RTE 

ee 
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fee your blood running, you will foon find me about you to 


revenge my brother’s blood. Although I. am low and very 


fmall, I will gripe hold of your enemy’s heel, that he canno 
run fo faft, and fo light, as if he had nothing at his heels. 


“« Brothers ! You know I am not fo wife as you ate, there. 


fore I afk your advice in what I am now going to fay—I have - 


been thinking before you come to a€tion to take a run to the i 


weflward, and feel the mind of my Indian brethren the fix nati. 


ans, and know how. they ftand, whether they are on your fide, 
or for your enemies. If I find they are againft you, I will try 


to turn their minds. I think they will liften to me, for they — 
have always looked this way for advice concerning all important. . 
news that comes from the rifing of the fun. If they hearken to © 


me, you will not be afraid of any danger from behind yOu 


However their minds are affeéted, you fhall foon know by me. — 
Now I think I can do you more fervice- in this way than by — 


marching off immediately to Bofton, and {laying there, it may 


be a gréat while before bloed runs. Now as I faid you are wifl- 


er than I, I leave this for your confideration, whether I come | 


down immediately, or wait till I hear fome blood is fpilled. 
“ Brothers! I would not have you think by this, that we are 


falling back from our engagements. We are ready to do any — 


thing tor your relief, and {hall be guided by your counfel. 

‘* Brothers one thing I afk of you, if you fend for me to fight | 
that you will letme fight in my own Indian way. I am not 
ufed to fight Englifh fathion, therefore you muf not expe& 
ican train like your men. Only point out to me where your 
enemies keep, and that is all I fhall want to know.” 

‘This fpeech was delivered the eleventh of April, 1775, by the 
chief Sachem of the Moheakounuck tribe of Indians, refiding at 
Stockbridge, after fitting near two days in council. The pro- 
vincial congrefs ordered the following reply on the eighth of 
June, viz. | 

‘* Brothers! We this day, by the delegate from Stockbridge, 
firt heard of your friendly anfwer to our {peech to you by capt. 
William Goodrich, which anfwer we are told you made to us 
immediately by a letter, which we have not yet received —We 
now reply. : 


‘‘ Brothers! You fay that you was once great, but that you 
are now little; and that we were once little, but are now great. 
The fupreme Spirit orders thefe things——Whether we are little — 
or great, let us keep the path of friendfhip clear, which our fa- ~ 


M 


thers made, and in which we have both travelled to this time— 


‘he friends of the wicked counfellors of our king, fell upon us, 
andihed fome blood, foon after we fpake to you laft by our letter. 


—But 94 
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—But we with a {mall twig killed fo many, and frightened them 
fo much, that they have fhut themfelves up in our great town 
called Bofton, which they have made ftrong. We have now 
made our hatchets, and all our inftruments of war {harp and 
bright. All the chief counfellors, who live on this fide the great- 
water, are fitting in the grand cotncil-houfe in Philadelphia, 
when they give the word, we fhall all as one man fall on, and 
drive our enemies out of their ftrong fort, and follow them tilt 
they fhall take their hands out of our pouches, and let us fit in \ 
our council-houfe, as we ufedto do, and as our fathers did in 
old times. 4 

‘‘ Brothers! Though you are {mall, yet you are wife. Ufle 
your wifdom to help us. If you think it beft, go and {moke 
your pipe with your Indian brothers toward the fetting of the 
fun, and tell them of all you hear and all you fee; and let us 
know what their wife men fay. If fome ef your young men 
{hould have a mind to fee what we are doing here, let them come 
down and tarry among our warriors. We will provide for them 
while they are here. 

*“* Brothers !, When you have any trouble, come and tell it to 
us, and we will help you.” ; , 

To captain Solomon Ahhaunnauwaumut, chief Sachem of the Ht 

Moheakounuck Indians. | 

[Juneego.| The Maflachufetts congrefs wrote to the feveral 
towns, that the continental congrefs refolved on the gth inftant, 
** that no obedience being due to the a&t of parliament for alter- Hii 
ing the charter of the colony, &e, and direéted them to eleét one i 
or more freeholders to reprefent them in a great and general 
court, to be held upon the 19th of July at Watertown. They. 
alfo chofe colonel Heath major general, in the place of the late 
general Warren. ra 

[June 22.| Before general Wafhington left Philadelphia, ee 
the continental congrefs chofe by ballot erght brigadier generals, it 
Seth Pomeroy, efq; of the Maflachufetts colony, the firit; Ri- ih 
chard Montgomery, efq; of New-York, the fecond; David ey 
Woofter, efq; ef Conneéticut, the third ; William Heath, efq; 
of the Maffachufetts, the fourth ; Jofeph Spencer, efq; of Con-  — a. 
nefticut, the fifth; John Thomas efq; of the Maflachu- 
fetts, the fixth; John Sullivan, efq; of Hampfhire, the fe- 
venth ; and Nathaniel Greene, efq; of Rhode-Ifland, the eighth; 
and refolved, that the officersin the army fhould receive, their 
new commiflions through the hands of the general. 

The fame day they refolved, ‘That a fum not exceeding 
2,000,000 of Spanifh milled dollars be emitted by the congrefs in 
bills of credit, for the-defence of. America; and that THE 
TWELVE 
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TWELVE CONFEDERATED COLONIES (thus they are 
termed) be pledged for the redemption of the bills.” This 1s an 
‘expedient, without which they are not able to profecute the de- 
fence of America, as they have neither money nor revenues to 
recur to. Some few of the delegates know, from what has hap. 
pened in the northern colonies, that the effects of a paper emif-' 
fion will be bad, when it becomes plentiful ; has no flable fund 
for the {peedy redemption of it ; and cannot be exchanged in 


the common intercourfe of bufinefs for fpecie or fpecie value, | 


But the rifk of fmaller and perfonal evils muft take place - rather 


than the total fubverfion of the rights of the united colonies be | 


endangered. No one delegate therefore oppofed the prefent ex- 
pedient. As the news of Breed’s-hill battle had reached them, 
- by means of a quick conveyance, they refolved, ‘* That Pennfyl- 


vania raife two more companies of riflemen, and that the whole - 
eight be formed into a battalion, to be commanded by fuch of. 


ficers as {hall be recommended by the aflembly or convention of 
faid colony.” hook | 
Meafures being purfued in North-Carolina to defeat the 
American affociation, they refolved, { June 26.] “ That it be 
recommended to all in that colony, who with well to the liber- 
ties of America, to affociate for the defence of American liber- 
ty, and to imbody themfelves as militia, under proper officers ; 
and ‘That in cafe the aflembly or convention of -that colony fhal] 


think it abfolutely neceflary for the fupport of the American af: | 


fociation and fafety of the colony, to raife a thoufand men, this 
congrefs will confider them asan American army, and provide 
for their pay.’ They have gone too far to recede from the ufe 
of force, and fo muft employ it wherever wanted to fecure their 
friends, till the point in difpute with Great-Britain is fettled.— 
The zeal, a€tivity, and unanimity of thofe Pennfylvanians in 
general, whofe principles admit of hoftile refillance, have fuper- 
ceded the neceflity of fuch like refoltitions in refpeét to them.— 


The Philadelphia militia have been formed into three battalions _ 
for fome time; and in the beginning of the month, thefe con- 


filling of 1500 men, an artillery company of 150, with two 
twelve and four fix pound brafs field pieces ; a troop of light’ 
horfe, {everal companies of light infantry, rangers, and rifle- 
men, in the whole about two thoufand, marched to the common, 
‘and having joined in brigade went through the manual exercife, 
firing and manceuvres (with a dexterity {carcely to be expefted 
from fo fhort a praétice) in the prefence: of the members of the 
continetital congrefs, and feveral thoufand f{pectators. A con- 
fiderable number even of the quakers have joined in the military 
affociation of the city. There is one company compofed ee 
: y 
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ly of gentlemen belonging to that religious denomination of peo- 


ple. They are convinced that weapons of war may be lawfully 
employed in defending their national rights and liberties, though 
they are averfe to all ofenfive operations to gratify ambition co: 
yetoulnefs or revenge. The Pennfylvaniaris are careful to order 
- the militia of the counties to be frequently exercifed. The co- 
lony has put on the moit martial appearance. 

About the beginnmg of June acommittee of congrefs drew 
up a declaration, containing an offer to Great-Britain, “ Thot 
the colonies would not only continue to grant extraordinary aids 
in time of war, But alfo, if allowed a free commerce; pay into 
the finking fund fuch a fum annually for one hundred years, as 
fhould be more than fufficient in that time, if faithfully applied, 
to extinguifh allthe prefent debts of Britain. Or, provided this 
was not accepted, that to remove the groundlefs jealoufy of Bri- 
tain, that the colonies aimed at independence, and an abolition 
of the navigation aft, which, in truth, they had never intended; 
and alfo, to avoid all future difputes about the right of making 
that and other a€ts for regulating their commerce for the general 
benefit, they would enter into a covenant with Britain, that fhe 
fhould fully poflefs and exercife that mght for one hundred years 
to come?’ This déclaration. was never entered upon the mi- 
tintes of congref$, for before that could be done, they received 
the account of the two rellraining ats, which proved its ruin*, 

They refolved, “‘ Thatin-cafe any agent of the miniltry fhall 
induce the Indian tribes, or any of them, to commit actual ho- 
{lilities againft thefé colonies, or to enter into an o! enfive alli- 
ance with the Britifh troops, thereupon the colonies ought to 
avail themfelves of an alliance with fuch Indian nations as will 
enter into the fame, to oppofe fuch Brituh troops and their In- 
dian allies.” : 

[ July 2.] General Wathington, accompanied by general 
Lee and other gentlemen, arrived at Cambridge. A committee 
from the Maffachufetts congrefs repaired to Springfield, about a 
hundred miles from Bofton, on the way to Connetticut, there 
to receive them, and provide proper efcorts for them from thence 
to the army. They had been treated with the highett honors in 
every Place through which they paffed ; and been efcorted by 
large detachments of volunteers, compoled of gentlemen. The 
general was addreffed by the provincial congrefs of New-York 


* Dr. Price’s two traétson civil Jiberty, Part IZ. p. 111 and 132, 1778. 
The fir reftraining a&% was paffed March the zoth, the fecond April 
the 13th. The news of them was undoubtedly car ied by the veffel 
from London, which arrived at Philadelphiathe evening o- June the 7th, 
and had on board major $ke-n, 
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as he earme along. ‘They exprefied their joy i his appointment ; : 
and toward the clofe ae “ We have the fulled erage that 


whichever this important ‘conteft {hail be decided by that fondeft 
with of each American foul, an accommodation with our. mos. 


ther country, you will che certully refiga the important depot 
committed into your bands, and re-allume the chara&ier of our 


worthielk citizens hed te general, after declaring 


his gratitude 


for the regard fhown him, added, “ Be aifured, that every e€xer- 
tion of my worthy colleagues aan myfelf, will be extended to the. 
re-eltabliihment of peace and harmony, between the mother 
country and thefe colonies : as to the fatal but rm ceflary operati- 


ons of war, when we. aflumed the foldier, we did 
PG i 


happy | hour, when the eftablifhment of <a nerican h 


not lay afide . 
ihe citizen, and we fhall moft fincerely rejoice with you, in that 


berty, on the 


molt firm and folid foundations, fhall enable us to return to our 
private flations, in the bofom of a free, peaceful and happy 
country. Since his arrival he has been adteiene in the moft 
atleétionate and refpeCtiul manner by the Maffachufetts congrels. 
You muit have a recourfe to the public prints for his whole an- 
fwer; but take the beginning for a fpecimen, ‘‘ Gentlemen, your 
kind Cone aon on my appointment and arrival, demantin 
iny warmeitacknowledgments and will ever be retained in grate- 
ful remembrance. In exchanging the enjoyments of demneie 


life for the duties of my prefent honorable but ard 


uous ftation, 


I only emulate the virtue and public fpirit of the whole province 
of Maflachuletts-Bay, which, with a firmnefs, and patriotifm 


without example in modern hiflory, has feeritcen 
forts of focial and political life, in fupport of the ri 
kind, and the welfare of our common country. 


all the com- 


co) 


My higheft 


amon is, to be the happy inftrument. of vindicating thole 
rights, and to fee this devoted province again reitored to peace, 
liberty, and fafety.” This paragraph was extremely gratifying 


to the perfons to whom it was directed. 
The general began to give out the congreffional 


commiflions, - 


but fufpended all further ‘delivery when general Putnam had re- 


ceived his, upon learning that the appointments fo 


degraded ge- 


neral DP caline by ranking him far below his juniors in office, 
that he could not with any propriety continue in the armtly on 
that footing, but muft decline ferving the country in a military — 


capacity. oy he feveral generals regretted the miftak 


e, and with- 


ed to have the difficulty removed. Wafhington acquainted the 
congrefs with it, upon which they appointed him firlt brigadier 


general, in the room of Seth Pomeroy, who ha 


d never acted - 


under his conumillion, and was too far advanced in life. 


General — 


+ 
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General Greene teftified his regard for the commander in 
chief, by addrefling hun on his appointment and arrival, and by 
deciari ‘ing the Citation he fhould feel in ferving under bis com- 
mand. He was joined in the addrefs by the ofhcers of his 
brigade. If other generals and officers have done the like, it 
has. not come to my knowledge. This fingular inflance of re- 
-f{pe& muft make a favorable and! lafting impreflion on the mind 
of general Wathington. The general, ee a careful infpeciion, 
could not eftimate the continental army at more than 14,509 
men capable of duty, who had to defend an extent of at leait 
twelve miles. But fuch has been the precaution and guard ex- 
ercifed on every fide of Botton, that the regiment of “light ca- 
valry arrived there, has not os foot beyond the garrifon, andl 
ferves only to create new wants, and to ‘increafe the inconvent- 
encies of the People as well as of the Britifh ar my. The hay 
growing upon the iflands, together with the fheep and cattle re- 
maining upon them, proved an objet of necellary attention : 
but the continental polfeffing a number of whale boats, and ba 
ing maiters of the fhore and inlets, were fuccefsful in burning, 
deftroying, or carrying off thole effeltial articles of fupply, not- 
withitanding the number of Britifh fhips of war and armed 
vellfels. 

[July 11.] A party of 500 continentals went at night from 
the Roxbury camp, and getting into 65 whale boats, proceeded 
to Long-Ifland, and brought off 15 ofthe enemy, Lents 20 head 
of cattle, and 100 fheep. The next day [ July 12.] a went 
again, and burntthe hay, &c. when there was confiderable fight- 
ing between them and the Britifh boats and {chooners. Aton 
fix days after, anumber burnt the light-houfe on an ifland, nine 
miles below Baton at the entrance of the harbour, though a 
man of war lay wtih a mile of the place. 

Since the arrival of the continental generals, the reguiations 
of the camp have been greatly for the better. Before, there 
was little emulation among the olflicers ; and the (Siiese were 
lazy, diforderly and dirty. The freedom to which the New- 
Englanders have alway been accuftomed, makes them impatient 
of contuonl: and renders it extremely di fhentt to eftablifh that 
difcipline fo effential to troops, in order to fuccefs. Dhufcipline 
will not infpire cowards with courage, but it will make them 
fight. The army has been thrown into three grand diyifians: 
general Ward commands the right wing at Roxbury ; general 
Lee the left at Profpect- hil ; and the centre, in which is  in- 
cluded a corps de referve, is commanded by general Wafhing- 
ton. Adjutant general Giles has been of {pecial fervice in ar-_ 
ranging the army. His military fkill in thofe matters has i # 

plie 
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plied the want of it in others. The public cannot be too thank. 
tul for this benefit. Every officer and private begins to know 
his place and duty. Method and punétuality are growing inta 


ule, and becoming habitual. The troops will fhortly have the’ 


mechanifin and movements as well as the name of an army. 


The continental lines are fo {trengthened, the number of re-. 
> co & > ’ 


doubts and mounted cannon fo many, as to make an attack upon, 
Cambridge, or a penetration into the country that way imprac- 
ticable. The Bnitifh, according to the intelligence obtained 
from Bofton, have loft by death, inciuding the {lain, and thofe 
who died of their wounds, near upon 2500, fince the nmeteenth 
of April. 

General Washington acquainted congrefs, that the allowance 
of provifion to the troops, and the mode of delivering it out, are 
different from what has fallen within his experience, and muft 
prove very waiteful and expenfive. ‘The high. pay of the fol- 
diers *, which greatly exceads that of the Britifh, will make a 
more ceconomical plan neceifary. But the moft painful infor. 
mation he had to communicate, was that of the want of powder. 


[Auguift 13.] He difcovered, that the whole flock of the army 


at Roxbury, Cambridge, and the adjacent places, confifted but — 


of ninety barrels or thereabout: that there were no more than 
36 in the Maflachufetts magazine, which with the ftock of New- 
Hampthire, Rhode-Ifland, and Conneéticut, made but 9937/b. 
not more than nine roundsa man. The continentals remained 
in this deflitute condition for about a fortnight or more, till the 
Jjerfey committee of Elizabethtown, upon receiving the alarm. 
ing news, fenton a few tons, which they were obliged to do 
with the greateft privacy, left the fears of their own people, had 
it been known, fhould have ftopt it for their own ufe, in cafe of 
an emergency. During this interval, the {carcity of powder be- 
came a camp talk ; anda deferter carried the account of it to 
Bofton. The Britith dared not to rely upon the intelligence, 
having been fo often deceived. Befide, though they had met 
with unexpeéted proofs of American courage, yet they could 


not believe the colonifts pofleffed of fuch confummate affurance, 


as to continue myefting them, while fo deflitute of ammunition. 
They rather fufpe€led a deep laid plot to infnare them. 
All the riflemen are arrived in camp. ‘The congreffional re- 


folve, for raifing eight hundred, pafled on the fourteenth. of ie 


June, and on the twenty-fecond they agreed upon two addition- 
al companies of Pennfylvanians. No orders were difpatched be- 
tore the fourteenth, and the expreffes had to ride three or four 
hundred miles to the perfons direéted to raife them. “The men 


* A thillng a day. 
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to the amount of 1430, were raifed, completely armed, mof, 
with their own rifles, and accoutred for the fleld with fuch ex- 
pedition, as to join the army at Cambridge, one company on 
the es5th of July, the refton the 5th and 7th of Auguit ; all had 
marched from fourto feven hundred miles. ‘The whole bafinels 
was performed in lefs than two months, without a farthing ad- 
-yanced from the continental treafury. 

The prefent 1s a good time for relating what, the congrefs 

have been doing. | , : 
_ [July 6.] They agreed to a Declaration, in behalf of the co- 
lonies fettang forth the caufes and neceffity of thetr taking up aris. 
After enumerating the injuries they had fuffered, they reprobated 
the principles of lord North’s conciliatory plan, without naming 
it, and faid, ‘ Parliament adopted an infidious manceuvre cal- 
culated to divide us, to eftablifh a perpetual autiion of taxations 
where colony fhould bid againft colony, all of them uninformed 
what ranfom would redeem their lives.” They went on to mention 
the perfidy of general Gage in breaking his agreement with the 
inhabitants of Bofton—the wanton burning of Charleftown, and 
a confiderable number of houfes in other places—the feizure of 
their {hips and veilels—the infligation of the Canadians and In- 
dians to fall upon them.They then faid, “ We are reduced to the 
alternative of choofing an unconditional fubmiflion to the tyran- 
ny of irritated miniters, or refiftance by force.—The latter is 
our choice.—We have counted the coft of this conteft, and find 
nothing fo dreadful as voluntary flavery.—Honor, juilice and 
humanity, forbid us tamely tolurrender that freedom which we 
received from our gallant anceftors, and which our innocent po- 
fterity have a right to receive from us. We cannot endure 
the infamy and guilt of refigning fucceeding generations to that 
wretchednefs which inevitably awaits them, if we bafely entail 
hereditary bondage upon them.” 

‘* Our caufe is juft. Our union is perfeét. Our internal re- 
fources are great, and if neceflary, foresgn affiiance is undoubt- 
edly attainable.” This intimation of foreygn affiftance, was not 
founded upon any private information, but flowed folely from 
the perfuafion, that one or more foreign powers will readily 
embrace the opportunity of a fixed breach between Great-Britain 
and the colonies, to weaken the power of the firfl by affifting 
the laft. But that they might not by their declaration, difguiet 
the minds of their friends and fellow fubjects, congrefs afiured 
them, that they meant not to diifolve that union, which had fo 
Jong and fo happily fubfilled between them and Dritain. ‘They 
concluded thus, ‘« With an humble confidence in the mercies of 
the fupreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of the univerte, He 

mo! 
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moft devoutly implore his divine goodnefs to protest us happily 


through this great confliét, to difpofe our adverfaries to reconci- _ 


hation on reafonable terms, and thereby to relieve the empire 

from the calamities of civil war.” — : 
The declaration of congrefs has been read with rehgtous fo- 

Jemnity by the chaplains, to the different bodies of the Ameri- 


can army about Bolton, and received with loud acclamaticons by | 


the troops, and the numerous f pectators who were prefent up- 
on the occafion. The fame day that congrefs agreed upon the 
declaration, they refolved upon a letter of thanks tothe lord 


mayor, aldermen, and livery of the city of London, for their 
virtuous and {pirited oppofition to the oppreflive and ruinous — 


fyitern of colony adminiftration adopted by the Britilh miniftry.. 
[ July 8.] The petition to the king being ready, it was fign- 


ed by the members prefent. It is a decent, dutiful, and truly fi- 


lial petition, and deferves to be wri‘ten in letters of gold, for the 
fentiments it breathes toward the parent flate. Had money been 
wanting to have purchafed it, it would have been wifdom to have 


bought it at any price. If properly received, it may be made~ 


2) i ae ae 
the bafis of an internal compat, between Great-Britain and her 


American colonies, which may to all ages bid defiance to the in- 
trigues of France, and the murmurs of rotten-hearted men either 
in Britainor America. The fincerity of it may be called into 
queftion by the miniftry. Let them then put the fincerity of it 
to the teit, by promoting a compliance with the contents; and 
fo over reach thofe individual delegates, who may with a conti- 
nuance of the prefent quarrel. ‘The colonies as yet defire no 
more than a redrefs of grievances, and fecurity againit a repetiti- 
onofthem. ‘hey moft ardently long for a firm and indiffolu- 
ble union with the parent flate upon thefe grounds; Thus is it 
with the army. It is the with of general Wathington particular- 
ly and fuch 1s its reafonablenefs, that he hopes and expects, that 
the conteft will be fhortly terminated, fo as to admit of his eating 
his next Chriftmas dinner, at his own delightful refidence on 
Mount Vernon. 

The fame day the congrefs agreed to an Addrefs to the tnhabi- 
tants of Great-Britain, In it they faid, We have again pre- 
fented an humble and dutiful petition to our fovereign; and to 
remove every imputation of obitinacy, have requefted his maje- 
ity to dire€t fome mode by which the united applications of his 
faithful colonifts may be improved into a bappy and permanent 
reconciliation. We are willing to treat on fuch terms as can 
alone render an accomodation lafting: and we flatter ourfelves, 
that our pacific endeavours will be attended with a removal of 
minifterial troops, and a repeal of thofe laws, of the yah 
G 
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of which we complain, on the one part, and a difbanding of our 
army, anda diffolution of our commercial affociations on the 
other.” They, after that, infinaated the danger the inhabitants 
of Britain would be in of loofing their freedom, in. cafe their 
American brethren were fubdued. The addrefs is intended 
to conciliate the minds of the inhabitants of Britain, to the 
meafures that the colonills have already taken, or may be oblidg- 
ed further to take, and to obtainthe countenance of the former. 

The petition to the king, the addrefs to the inhabitants of 
Great-Britain, and the letter to the lerd mayor, &c. were order- 
ed to be fent under cover to Richard Penn, efq; whom the pre- 
fident was to requefl, in behalf of the congrefs, to join with the 
colony agents in prefenting the petition to the king. Mr. Penn 
failed four days after this order for England. 

[ July 12] Thecongrefs agreed upon appointing commiffion- 
ers to iuperintend Indian affairs in behalf of the colonies. Pro- 
per talks tothe Indians were ordered to be prepared, which 


were reported the next day, [| July 19.] and accepted. 


“July 18.] The congrels refolved to recommend to all able- 
bodied effeftive men in each colony, between fixteen and fifty, 
immediately to form themfelves into regular companies of militia ; 


to acquire military fkill, and to be well prepared for defence; 


and that a fourth part of the militia in every colony be felefted 
for minute men, and be ready to march wherever their affiflance 
may be required. It was earneftly recommended to thofe, who 
could not conf{cientioufly bear arms in any cafe, to contribute 
liberally to the relief of their diftreiled brethren, and to do all 
other fervices to their opprefled country, which they could con- 
fiftently with their religious principles. They alfo propofed that 
each colony fhould appoint a committee of fafety, to direét all 
matters neceflary for the fecurity of their refpeétive colonies, in 
the recefs of their affemblies and conventions ; and fhould make 
fach provifion by armed veflels or otherwife, as might be judged 
expedient, for the protection of their harbours and navigation on 
their fea coafts, againft all hoftile cutters and {hips of war. 

[ July 20.] This being the day appointed for the continental 
faft, congreis agreed to meet, and go ina body to divine fervice, 
both paris of the day. They requefted Mr. Ducke to preach be- 
fore them in the morning, and Dr. A/ifonin the afternoon. But, 
before the fervice, they met time enough to read fome difpatches 
brought by exprefs from general Schuyler ; and a letter from the 
convention of Georgia, fetting forth that that colony had acced- 
ed to the general aflociation, and appointed delegates to attend 
the congreis. _ , ; 


The 
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The day was kept at Philadelphia, as the moft folemn faft ever 
heldin that city. It was religiouily obferved throughout the united’ 
coionies. ‘The united fynod of New-York and Philadelphia, had 
publifhed a pailoral letter fome time before: it was read on that’ 
day, in the churches under their care, which are very numerousy 
They faid init, “As the whole continent, with hardly any ex. 
ception, feem determined to defend their rights by foree of arms; 
it becomes the pecultar duty of thofe, who profefs a willingnefs" 
to hazard their lives in the caufe of liberty, to be prepared for 
death, which to many muftbea certain, and to every one is’ 
a pofhble or probable event. It is well known to you (other. | 
wife it would be impudent thus publicly to profefs) that we have - 
not been inflrumental in inflaming the minds of the people, or 
urging them to as of violence and diforder. Perhaps no in-” 
ftance can be given on fo interefting a fubjeé&t, in which political 
fentiments have been fo long and fo fully kept from the pulpit, — 
and even malice itfelf has not charged us with labouring from the — 
prefs ; but things are now come to fuch a height, that we do not 
wilh to conceal our opinions as men. Suffer us therefore to ex. 
hort you, by afluring you, that there is no army fo formidable 
as thofe who are fuperior to the fear of death. Let therefore 
every onc who, from generofity of {pirit, or benevolence of - 
heart, offers himfelf as a champion in his country’s caufe, be per- _ 
{uaded to reverence the Lord of Hofts, and walk in the fear of the _ 
Prince of the kings of the earth, and then he may, with the moft — 
unfhaken firmnefs, expeét the iffue either in death or victory.” 

_ After feveral other exhortations, they offered fix advices, in 
fubilance as follows: “ ift. Let every opportunity be taken to 
exprefs your attachment to king George and the revolution pride) 
ciples. We recommend efteem and reverence for the perfon of — 
the prince, who has probably been mifled into the late and pre. 
fent meafurés by thofe about him; neither have we any doubt, 
that they themfelves have been in a great degree deceived by falfe 
information from interefted perfons refiding in America—edly, — 
Be careful to maintain the union which at prefent fubfifts in all 
the colonies, on which the fuccefs of every meafure depends.—_ cf 
gdly. We earneflly befeech all focieties to watch over their — 
members, and difcourage luxury of living, public diverfions, and _ 
gaming of all kinds.—4thly. We recommend a regard to public — 
order and peace ; that all perfons con{cientioufly pay their debts, . 
and to the utmoft of their power ferve one another, fo that the a 
evils infeparable from a civil war may not be augmented by wan- 
tonnefs and irregularity.—5thly. We recommend to all ranks, 
but particularly to thofe who may be called to a€tion, a fpirit of es 
humanity and mercy. We recommend that meeknefs og Be | 
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4lenefs of f{pirit which is the nobleft attendant on true: valor: 
That man will fight moft bravely, who never fights but when it 
is neceflary, and who ceafes to Aight as foon as the neceflity is 
over.—Laftly, We would recommend to ali focietiés, not to 
content themfelves with attending devoutly on fafts, but to con- 
tinue habitually in prayer, and to have frequent voluntary meet- 
ings for folemn interceilion with God on the important tal.” 
The aceeflion of Georgia, was owing rauch to the exertions of 
the reverend Dr. Zubly ; who roufed the attention of many 10 
the province to the alarming fituation of American aflatrs ; fo 
that at length a general election was held for delegates to {it in 
provincial congrefs. They met on the fourth of July in Savan- 
“nah ; arid requefted the governor to appoint a day of fafting and 
prayer throughout the province, that a happy reconciliation might 
foon take place between America and the parent flate, and that, 
under the aufpicious reign of his majefty and his defcendants, 
both countries might remain united, virtuous, free and happy, ull 
time fhould be no’ more. His excellency James Wright conient- 
ed, as the requeft was expréfled in fuch loyal and dutiful terms, 
and the ends propofed fuch as every good man moft ardently 
wifhed: They chofe the reverend Dr. Zubly, and four others, 
delegates to réprefent the province in the continental congrels ; 
and at ofice eniered itito all the fpitit of the refolutions torm- 
ed by the other colonies, and adopted fimilar. They declared, 
that, though their province was not included in the late re- 
{training bill, they confidered that cireumfiance rather as an in- 
fult than a favor, as being meant to break the union of the pro-_ 
vinces, as being grounded on the fuppofition, that the inhabitants 
of the excepted province could be bafe enough to turn the op- 
preflion of America into a mean advantage. They alfo agreed 
upon an humble addrefs and reprefentation to his majefty, which, 
as it was not deficient in a certain frefhnefs of colouring, had 
the appearance of novelty. | | 
[July 25.| The congrefs agreed im an addrefs to the affem- 
bly of Jamaica; and in it faid, “ We receive uncommon plea- 
fare from obferving the principles of our righteous oppofition dif- 
tinguifhed by your approbation, We feel the warmett gratitude 
for your pathetic mediation in our behalf with the crown. The 
peculiar fituation of your ifland forbids your affitance. But we 
having your good wifhes to the friends of hberty and mankind, 
{hall always derive confolation.” — 7 
They alfo refolved, That a body of forces, not exceeding five 
thoufand, be kept up in the New-York department ;—and that a 
further fum of one milion Spanifh milled dollars, be ftruck in 
bills of thirty dollars eaeh. Bs Meee 
WOL,. 13 g C [ July 
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[ July 26.] ‘They eftablithed a polt-ofice, to reach from 

Falmouth, in New-England; to Savannah, in Georgia; and then 


ral. 


Tuly 27.) ‘They proceeded to the eftabluhment of an hofpi. 
da dead id yp } 


tal for an army of 20,000 men ; and elected Benjamin Church, 


to be direttor of and phyfician in it. ‘ . 

[ July 28.| They agreed to an addrefs to the people of Ire- 
land, and in it furnifhed them with a true ftate of the colonial 
motives and objects, the better to enable them to. judge of the 


_ conduét of the colonills with accuracy, and. to determine the 


nerits of the controverfy with impartiality and precifion. The 


then anticipated the golden period, when liberty, with all the _ 


gentle arts of peace and humanity, fhould-eftablifh her mild do- 
minion in the wellern world, and ereét eternal monuments to the 


memory of thofe virtuous patriots and martyrs, who {hall have _ 


fought and-bled, and fuffered in her canfe. Toward the clofe, 

the language is, “‘ Accept our moft grateful acknowledgments for 
the friendly difpofition you have alway fhown toward us.—We 
know that you are not without your grievances.—We fympa- 
thize with you in your diftrefs, and are pleafed to find that the 
defign of Jubjugating us, has perfuaded adminutration to difpenfe 
to Ircdand fome vagrant rays of minifterial funfhine.-—Even the 
4énder mercies of government have long been cruel toward you. 
~-In the rich paftures of Ireland, many hungy parricides have 
fed, and grown ftrong to labour in its deftruétion.” In the body 
of it, a fhaft 1s elegantly pointed at one of the Britifh generals,— 
** America is amazed to find the name of Howe in the catalogue 
of her enemies :—{he loved his brother.’”? The former lord Howe 
fell by a fhot from a French Indian, after landing on the left to- 
ward the bottem of Lake George, and while heading his corps 
and marching under the command of general Abercrombie, to 
attack Tyconderoga. The Maflachufetts affembly, to exprefs 
their affection and itrong fenfe of his worthy charaéter, had a mo- 
nument erected to his memory in Weflminfter-abbey. 

[ July 29.] The quotas of the feveral colonies toward the com- 
mon expence was fettled, for the prefent, fubje€t to a future re- 
vifion and correétion. | 

_[ July 31.] The affemblies of New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania and 
Virginia, -having referred to the. congrefs the refolution of the 
houfe of commons, comprehending lord North’s conciliatory plan, 
they exprefled their opinion upon it, to the following purpofe, 
viz. ‘The colonies are entitled to the fole and exclufive privi- 
lege of giving and granting their own money. As they poffefs 


a right of appropriating their gifts, fo are they entitled at all times 


\ to 


unanimoutly elected Benjamin: Franklin, elg; poit-malter gene-— 
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to inguire into their application. This privilege of giving or 
withholding their monies, is an important barrier againit the un- 
due exertion of ‘prerogative. 

-“ The propofition contained in the refolution is unreafonable 
and infidious : wnreafonable, becaufe, if we declare we accede to 
it, we declare without refervation, we will purchafe the favor of 
parliament, not knowing at the fame time at what price they will 
pleafe to eflimate their favor ; it is zfdious, becaufe, individual 
colonies, having bid and bidden again, till they find the avidity 
of the feller too great for all their powers to fatisfy, are then toe 
return into oppofition, divided trom their fifler colonies, whom 
the minifter will have previoufly detached by a grant of eafier 
terms, or by an artful procrattination of a definitive anfwer. The 
fufpenfion of the exercife of their pretended power of taxation 
being exprefsly made commenfurate with the continuance of our 
gifts, thefe muit be perpetual to make that fo. The propofition 
is altogether unfatisfatiory, becaufe it imports only a fbBanOe 
of the mode, not a renunciation of the pretended right to tax 
us ; becaufe too, it does not propofe to repeal the feveral afts of 
parliament complained of as grievances. : 

“ Upon the whole, this propofition feems to have been held 
up to the world, to deceive it into a belief that there was nothing 
in difpute between us, but the mode of levying taxes; and that 
the parliament having now been fo good as to give up this, the 
colonies are unreafonable if not perfectly fatished : whereas, in 
truth, our adverfaries fill claim a right of demanding ad ditum, 
and of taxing us themfelves to the full amount of their demand, 
if we do not comply with it. This leaves us without any thing 
we can call property.” 

Congre(s had reprobated the conciliatory plan in their addrefs 
to the Britifh inhabitants; but now they difcuffed it fully, and 
expofed its futility. The next day, Auguft the firft, they adjourn- 
ed to Tuefday the fifth of September. 

The declaration of congrefs, their petition to the king, their 
addrefsto the inhabitants of Great-Britain, the other to the peo- 
ple of Ireland, and their opinion upon the refolution of the houfe 
of commons, muft evidence to the world, that they have men 
of the firft abilities among them, whofe writings will vie with 
the public declarations and a€ts of any powers, on the greatelt oc- 
cafions, in refpeét to art, addrefs, and execution. 

When you confider the variety of climates, foils, religions, 
civil governments, commercial interetts, &c. which were repre- 
fented in the former congrefs, and the late feflion of the prefent ; 
and the various occupations, educations and characters of the 
gentlemen who compofed them ; you will judge, that the general 

harmony 
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harmony and unanimity which prevailed in them, is {carcely to be 
paralleled. At the revolution, fuch mighty queftions as, “* Whe.. 
ther is the throne vacant or not? Whether fhall the prince of 
Orange be king or not?” were determined in the convention 
parliament, by imall majorities—the lait queition by two only, 
‘he great majorities, the almoft unanimity, with which mof — 
capital queftions have been decided in the continental congrefs, © 
will be confidered by numbers in no other light than as the hap- 
pieli omens ; or rather as providential difpenfations in favor of 
the colonies ; as well as the cleareft demonftrations of their cor- 
dial, firm, radical, and indifoluble union. 

The adjournment of congrefs affords the delegates, the beft 
meens of coniuiting with their conitituents, as to what further 
mealures it may be neceffary to adopt : as alfo certain individu. 
als, who may lock forward to independency, a much more favo- 
rable opportunity of ripening their defigns by private, perfonal, - 
intercourfe with {pecial confidents, than can be enjoyed by an 
epulolary correfpondence. By well-timed hints, they may {cat- 
ter thofe fentimental feeds, which hall at length produce events, 
not at prefent {ufpetied even by the perfons atttending to fuch 
hints. 7 Kies | 

The Georgia delegates did not come on, and join the congrefs 
before the feffion was clofed. 

The inhabitants of South-Carolina were fo zealous, and the 
alarm {pread by the Lexington engagement fo extenfive through 
the colony, that 172 members met in provincial congrefs, [{ June 
1.! agreeable to the fummons iffued three and twenty days before 
by the general committee, ; : 

[ June 2.] They unanimoufly refolved, that an affociation was 
neceflary, which was drawn up and figned by their prefident Hen.. 
ry Laurens, efq; and all the members prefent.. In it they de- 
clared—‘ Thoroughly convinced that, under our prefent ‘diftref. 
fed circumflances, we fhall be juiftified before God and man, in. 
relifting force by force, we do unite ourfelves under every tie of 
religion and honor, and affociate as a band in the defence of an 
injured country againft every toe—hereby folemnly engaging 
that, whenever our continental or provincial councils fhall de- 
cree it neceflary, we will go forth, and be ready to facrifice our 
lives and fortunes to fecure her freedom and fafety. This obli- 
gation to continue in full force until a reconciliation fhall take 
place between Great-Britain and America, upon confitutional 
principles-—an event which we moft heartily defire. And we 
wul hold all thofe perfons inimical to the liberty of the colonies 
who thall refufle. to fubf{eribe this affociation.” This was after, 
werd pretty generally fubfcribed by the inhabitants, 

[ June 
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[June 5.] It was refolved to raife two regiments of foot, and 
aregiment of rangers ; and to put the town and province in a 
refpettable pofture of defence. The provincial congrefs were 
{enfible, that the expences would be great. But it was the lan. 
guage there, as well as in the other colonies, among the friends 

to freedom, “ We will freely give up half, or even the whole of our 
fortunes to fecure our liberties.” Bills ot credit were firuck, which, 
through the confent and enthufiafm of the people, fupplied the 
prefent emergency. 
_ So great was the military ardor among the gentiemen, that 
candidates for commiffions were four times more than could be 
employed ; and in the number were many of the firfl families and 
fortunes. The militia officers refigned their commiffions under 
the governor, and by their own confent were fubje¢ted to the 
orders of the provincial congrels. . 

Thus the popular leaders, in a few weeks, had an army and 
treafury at their command, Thirteen gentlemen were chofen a 
council of fafety. 

While this congrefs was fitting, lord William Campbell, go- 
vernor of the province, arrived, and was received with all the 
demonftrations of joy ufual on fimilar occafions. 

June 21.| . The congrefs waited on him with an addrefs, 1 
which they difclofed to him the true caufes of their prefent pro- 
ceedings; and declared, that no love of innovation, no defire of 
altering the conftitution of government, no luft of independence, 
had the leaft influence upon their counfels; but that they had 
been impelled to affociate and take up arms, folely for the pre- 
fervation and in defence of their lives, liberties and properties.— 
They entreated his excellency to make fuch a reprefentation of 
the flate of the colony, and of their true motives, as to aflure 
his majefty, that he had no fubjetts, who more fincerely defired 
to teftify their loyalty and affection, or would be more willing to 
devote their lives and fortunes in his real fervice. His lordthip 
returned a very mild and prudent an{wer. 

[June 22.] They adjourned, having firft delegated a great 
part of their authority to the council of fafety and the general 
committee; the former of which is in the nature of an execu- 
tive, and the latter of a legiflative authority. It was particular- 
ly recommended to the general committee, to take efleéiual me- 
thods to have the affociation figned through the province, and 
to démand from the non-fubferibers the reafons of their refufal. 

The non-fubfcribers have been advertifed as inimical to the hi- 
berties of America, and all intercourfe between them and the 
affociators interdiéted. An oath of neutrality has been required 
of all, to which fome have agreed; others refufing have been 

: ; difarmed ; 
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difarmed; and a few, who would not enter into any engagements 
for the public fecurity, have been confined to their houfes and 
plantations. si 

In thefe kinds of interefting civil broils, matters are general- 
ly carried to an excefs, and policy often tramples upon truth and ° 
juttice. Among the non-fubfcribers, there may have been feve.. 
ral real friends to the hberties of America, who could notin con- 
{cience fubfcribe the affociation. 

The South-Carolinians, have agreed upon-a military oppofi- 
tron, were refolved to defend Charleftown to the laft extremity ; 
and yet the whole quantity of powder in the colony did not ex. 
ceed three thoufand pounds. A military oppofition, not bein 
originally defigned or expetted by them any more than by the 
people of the other colonies, there was the like inattention as 
elfewhere, in regard to the providing of flores. Reduced now - 
to the alternative of fighting or fubmitting, they took extraordi- 
nary methods to obtain a {upply. The inhabitants of Eaft-Flori- 
da, having never joined in meafures of oppofition to Britain, the 
ports of that province were open for the purpofes of trade. 

Twelve perfons, therefore, authorized by the council of fafe- 
ty, failed from Charleflown for that coaft; and by furprife, 
boarded a veffel near the bar of St. Auguttine, though twelve 
Britifh grenadiers, of the 14th regiment, were on board. They 
took out fifteen thoufand pounds of powder, for which they 
gave a bill of exchange to the captain; and having fecured a fafe 
retreat to themfelves, fleered for Beaufort, and from thence by 
an inland navigation efcaped their purfuers, and got fafe to 
Charleftown. . Se Rugh ae 

North-Carolina was no lefs {pirited than South. The militia 
were arrayed and exercifed, and other meafures taken to fupport 
whatever oppofition they might be called to make againit the 
Britifh adherents. Governor Martin was equally vigorous, 
though not equally fuccefsful. He expected, by means of the 
back fettlers, Scotch inhabitants, and Highland emigrants, to 
have made a ftand againft the patriotic party, and therefore took 
pains to fortify his palace at Newbern; but before it could be ef- 
fefted, his attempting to move the palace guns, alarmed the com- 
mittee of the place; who, at the head of a body of armed men, 
interpofed, feized and carried off fix pieces of artillery, which 

Jay behind the palace. This occafioned the governor's making 

a precipitate fight to Fort Johnfon on -Cape-Fear river. The 

people, apprehenfive that he would ftrengthen, and prepare it 

for the reception of a force to be employed in reducing the colo- 
ny; and concluding, that he would encourage the flaves to re- 
volt, in cafe of the failure of all other means to maintain the king’s 
government ; 
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government; colleéted at Wilmington under colonel Afhe, who 

had refigned his governmental commiffion, | July 17.| and ac- 
cepted one from popular authority. The colonel deligned re- 

moving the king’s artillery from the fort; but the cannon and 

_ftores weré fecured in time, by order of the governor, who re- 
tired on board the king’s {loop the Cruter. 

[ July 18.] . Colonel Athe, in the dead of the night, entered 
the fort, fired it, and reduced the houfes and buildings to afhes. 
The next day he compleated the deflruétion of its wooden defen- 
ces, to which the fire had not extended; and burnt the houtes, 
and defolated every thing in the neighbourhood of the place, that 
fo they might prove of no benefit to the governor. | 

The Newbern committee apprehending he means to ereft the 
kihe’s ftandard, and to commence holltilities, have retolved, 
«That no perfon or perfons whatfoever, have any corre{pon- 
dence with him, on pain of being deemed enemies to. the liber- 
ties of America, and dealt with accordingly.” Perfons, through- 
out the united colonies, dread being advertifed for enemtes to the 
diberties of America. | 

In treating of Virginia, we muft go back to captain Henry’s 
advancing with his volunteers toward Williamiburgh. ‘The 
alarm it occafioned, put lord Dunmore upon converting his pa- 
lace into agarrifon, fortifying it in the belt manner he could, 
and furrounding it with artillery. From thence he iffued a pro- 
clamation, charging Mr. Henry and his followers with rebelli- 
ous practices, and attributing the prefent commotions to difaf- 
fection in the people, and a defire of changing the eftablifhed 


form of government ; which ferved only to increafe the difcon- 


tent. On the other hand, the Virginians, in their county meet- 
ings, applauded Mr. Henry’s conduct ; and infifted, that they 
wanted nothing but to preferve their ancient conflitution, and 
only oppofed innovations. The difturbances they charged to 
the governor’s late conduct. ‘The difcontents of the people were 
increafed by fome procured copies of letters from his lord{hip to 
the minifter of the American department, and which were fe- 
verely cenfured as containing not only unfavourable, but unfair 
and unjuft reprefentations, as well of tacts, as ofthe temper and 
difpofition of the colony. ! c 
In this flate of diforder, on the arrival of difpatches from 
Great-Britain, the houfe of burgefles was fuddenly and unex- 
peétedly convened by the governor, [ June 1.] The grand mo- 
tive for it was to procure their approbation of lord North’s con- 
ciliatory plan, accordingly in his fpeech he ufed the utmoft ad- 

drefs to carry this point, ap 
e 
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The frft a&t however of the houfe, was the appointment of a ~ 


cominittee to inguire into the caufes of the late difturbanceés, and 
particularly to examine the ftate of the magazine, that meafures 
might be taken for its teplentfihment. Means having been con- 
trived by his lordfhip’s order for fecuring the magazine, and no- 


tice having been given of {pring guns being prepared, fome in. 


confiderate young men attempted to furnith themfelves with 
arms out of it, and one of them was wounded: The mode of 
aefending the magazine by {pring guns, and the unfortunate ac- 
cident, irritated the minds of many, who were joined by others. 
A great concourfe of people, from different parts, aflembled, and 
though the houfe was fitting, broke open the magazine, and 
took away many of the arms. Some of the members, hearing 
what was going forward, repaired to the magazine, and though 
not in time to prevent its being forced open, by remonttrating 
with all the people they met again{t fuch proceedings, prevailed 
with them to return the arms. The Keys of the magazine were 
aiterward delivered to the committee of the houfe, by his lord- 
{hip’s order ; who, upon examination, found moft of the re- 
maining powder buried in the magazine yard, where it fuffered 
confiderable damage by the rain: the mufkets were deprived of 
their locks ; and the magazine was naked and infufficient in all 
refpeéts. | | 

[June 7.] An account was brought into Williamfburgh, that 
captain Collins ofthe Magdalen, had {lipped his cables, and was, 
come up the river with a number of boats, containing a hundred 


men at leaft, intended to be marched into the eity. Upon this ~ 


report a number of people affembled under arms, that they 
might defend the city and its inhabitants, in cafe any thing hoftile 
fhould be attempted. Upon hearing what his lordfhip had faid 
to the council, they retired peaceably and quietly, without any 
difturbance. However, their readinefs to afletnble under arms 
upon reports, without waiting to know whether they were true 
or falfe, made fuch an impreflion upon the governor’s mind, that 
he with his lady and family quitted the place, early in the morn- 
ing of July 8, proceeded to York-town, | and went on board the 
Fowey man of war. He has the honor of being the firft gover- 
nor *, who thinks it neceffary to quit his government, and take’ 
refuge on board his majefty’s fleet : though in his letter of May 
ihe firft, he held out to miniftry his hope, that with a fupply of 
arms and ammunition, he fhould be able to colle@ from among 
Indians, negroes, and other perfons, a fufficient force to defend 


_™* Governor Martin went not on board the Cruifer floop till the mid - 
dle of July. 


government, 
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government. He left a meflage for the houfe of burgeffes, ac- 
quainting them, that both himnfelf and family were in confant 
danger through the fury of the people ; that he hoped they 
would proceed-in the bufinefs before them; and that he fhou'd 
attend as ufual to the duties of his office, and was difpofed to 
reflore the hatmony, which had been fo unhappily interrupted. 


[Juneo.] The meflage produced a joint addrefs from the 
couiicil and houfe, déclaring that they would cheerfully concur 
in any meafure he fhould propofe for the fecurity of himfelf and 
family ; cbferving how intpratticable it would be to carry on 
bufinefs at flich a diftance, arid entreating his return with his lady 
and family. to the palace, as what would alfo afford great public 
fatisfaétion, and be the likelielt mean of quicting the minds of 
the people. Ai | : 

[June io.] His lordthip returned a written anfwer, in which 
he juftified his apprehenfions of danger, and fpecitied feveral 
charges again{t the houfe of burgefies. It contained many other 
matters tending to irritate : but conciuded with mollifying terms, 
by no means equal however, to the removal of the acrimony excit- 
éd’ by the preceding fevere charges and implications. It foon 
produceda reply, of an uncommon length, under the form of 
an addrefs. ‘The addréfs comprehended the fubffance of the re- 
port of the committee, appeinted by the houfe of burgefles when 
they firft met; and was fraught with all the bitterneis of recri- 
fination, as well as with déferifive arguments, and an examtina- 
tion of fats. And yet thé terris in which it was éxprefled, were 
as refpeétful as poffible, and ofa nature fuited to the repréfenta- 
tive of their fovereign, and to their own dignity. When upon 
his lordfhip’s letter to the earl of Dartmouth, they replied to his 
affertion, “ not a few did join (in what he was pleafed to cail an 
opprobrious meafure) to avord paying their debis, in which many 
of the principal people here are much involved.” “ We can only 
anfwer for ourfelves in the nagative; and muft confider fo in- 
difcriminaté a charge as extremely injurious.” It 18 well known, - 
that many not only in Virginia, but in every other colony, were 
deeply indebted to Brith creditors ; and it may be admitted, 
that feveral of that number became profefledly zealous patriots 
for American liberty, with a view either of efcaping or of delay- 
ing the payment of their juft debts. However to infer from 
thence, that the great body of popular leaders in the prefent dif 
‘pute, were or.are a€luated by fuch a motive would be highly cul. 
pable. All the fupporters of a good caufe fhould be influenced 
by principles that are unexceptionable ; but the ftate of mankind 
forbids the expe€tation of fo defirable an event. 

Vou. f. 7 aD The 


“tight perhaps have reconciled.” 
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The report of the eommititce afferted, that a general tran- 
‘quillity prevailed previous to the affair of the powder, and the 
governor's declaration about freeing the flaves ; that the people 
had no defion or wilh atter an independency of Great-Britain ; 
that they bad.a mott eager defire for fuch a conne€tion as exill. 
ed before the fate acis of parliament ; and that a redrefs of grieve 
ances would immediately eftablifh tranguillity; and be productive 
of a reconciliation with the parent flate. 

[ Jely 24.], The hovfe of burgelfes prefented their addrefs in 
anfwer to the governor's peéch ; in which they faid of lord 
North’s conciliatory motion, “ We examined it minutely ; we 
viewed itin every point of light in which we were able to place 
it, and, with pain and difappointment, we mutt ultimately de- 
clare, it only changes the form of oppreflion, without lightening. 
iis burden.” They clofe with thefe expreflive words—* We | 
have decently remonflrated with parliament; they have added 
new injuries to the old. We have wearied our king with {up- 
plications : he has not deigned to anfwer us. We have appeal- 
ed to the native honor and juttice of the Britifh nation : their 
efforts in our favor have been hitherto ineffeéiual. What then 
remains to be done? That we commit our injuries to the even- 
handed juflice of that Being who doth no wrong ; earneftly be- 
ieeching him to illuminate the councils, and profper the endea- 
vours of thofe to whom America hath confided her hopes, that, 
through their wife direttion, we may again fee, re-united, the 
bleffings of liberty and property, and the moft permanent har- 
mony with Great-Britam.” The body of the addrefs contains 
this remark, ‘* Lord Chatham’s bill on the one hand, and the 
terms of the congrefs on the other, would have formed a Lafis 


for negociation; which a {pirit of accommodation, on both fides, 

Every day afforded new grourid for bickering, and every in- 
éident frefh room for altercation between the governor and the 
houfe of burgefles. At length the neceflary bills having pafled 
the houfe, andthe advanced feafon requiring the attendance of 
the members in their feveral counties, the council and burgeffes 
jointly entreated the governor’s prefence to give his affent to 
them and finifh the feflion. After meflages to and fro, his lord. 
ihip declined meeting them at the capitol, though they pledged 
their honor and every thing facred, for his fecurity ; but he in- 
formed them, that he would be ready to receive them at his pre+ 
fent refidence. This anfwer put an end to all public correfpon- 
dence between the governor and the colony. ‘The burgeffes 


pafled refolutions declaring, that the meflage requiring them to 


attend him on board a {hip of war, was a igh breach of their 
, | rights 
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rights and privileges ; that they had reafon to fear a dangerous 
ae might be meditated againtt the unhappy people of the co- 
lony ; and that it was therefore their opinion, that they fhould 
prepare for the prefervation of their property, and their ineftim- 
able Hens and privileges. T hey then made {trong prose! fhons 
ot loyalty to the king, and amity to the mother country, and 
adjourned themfelves to O&tober. ; 


[ July 18. | A convention of delegates was appointed to fu : 


ply the place of the houfe of burgeffes, who, haying an unlimit- 
ed confidence Fepofed 1 in them by the people, became according. 
ly poffeffed of an unlimited power in all public affairs. They 
alfo formed themfelves into a committee to take into confider. 
ation the ftate of the colony ; and the next day relolved, [ July 
19.| that a fufficient armed force be immediately raifed and em. 
bodied for its defence and proteétion. 

Nothing more need be faid of the Delaware counties, than 
that they remain firm to the caule they have elpoufed. 

[ July 26.| The Maryland convention met at Ann2polis, and 
unanimouily refolved upon an affociation to be ficned by the 
members, and by all other the freemen of the province. They 
Laid, wt We do unite as one band, and folemnly pledye ourfelves 
to lk other, and to America, Ce ill, to the utmoit of 
our power, fupport the prefent oppofition, carrying on, as weil 
by arms as by the continental affociation, reihi raining our com- 
merce.” They alfo refoived, ‘ That there be forty companies 
of minute men enrolled as (oan as may be; and that ever y able- 
bodied effeétive freeman within the province, between fixteen 
and fifty ” ‘clergymen of all denominations, practi ling phyfician 
-the houthold of the goyernor, minute ey artillery men, and 
perfons who from their religious principles cannot bear arms in 
any cafe, excepted) as foonas may be, and at furtheft before the 
fifteenth of September, {hall enrol Ratelfa in fome company cf 
militia.” ‘They eftablifhed a council of fafety, confil Hing of 
fixteen perfons, who are to regulate the operations of the minute 
men and militia, and are alfo, daring the recefs, to do all other 
matters for fecuring the province, and for providing for its 
detence. 

They ordered committees of obfervation and of correfpon- 
dence to be chofen; and bills of credit to the amount of 
266,666 dollars to be flruck with all convenient fpeed for the 
fervice of the province. 

The Pennfylvania aflembly have eftablifhed a military affoci- 
ation through the colony, and ordered feveral bat talions to be 
railed, clothed and armed. ‘The whole colony is pr eparing 
for a vigorous defence, The change in the ailembly from 4 


mok 
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moll pacific to a martial complexion, is owing to the times. The’ 


number of Quakers returned to ferve in it, was not fo large as _ 


tormerly ; and fome of them, being upon principle. oppofed to 
f nt meafures, have religned their feats, (which they have the 


ra 
pre: 


privilege of doing) and left them to be filled by perfons of a — 


different judgment. 


The Philadelphians, with a view to the fafety of the city, are 


alfo engaged in making huge machines to fink in the narrow 
part of the Delaware, and in completing a number of large gal. 
hots, carrying at their hows guns from 32 to 48 pounders, fwi- 
vels, &c.. The machines are formed of large heavy {quare pieces 
oftimber. ‘Two long ones, at a proper parallel diffance from 
each other, form the horizontal bafe that is to reft on the bed 
of the river. 
ize, rifing from toward the ends of the horizontal bafe, in fach 


an angular direétion, as with their elevated ends, fortified with - 


{trong iron points, to pierce any veflel which may fail againik 
them. The degree of elevation is {uch as to give the greatett re- 
fiftance with.the leaft danger to the timbers, T he tour main 
pieces are joined to each other by many fhorter ones. The 
whole machine is {6 contrived that, with its own weight, and 
what may be added to it when funk, it can neither be broken, 
nor forced backward, nor turned over. They have given the 
name of chevaux de frife to thefe machines. 

here is nothing in New-Jerfey which requires particular 
notice. 

The New-Yorkers were freed from the apprehenZons they 
were under, through the expeftation of trocps from Europe, 
ioon after their arrival. The fecond embarkation from Corke, 
eonlifting of four regiments, gdt fafe to Sandy-Hook, where 
they received orders trom general Gage to fai! for Bofton.— 
‘hey were wanted to {trengthen the army, after the lofs it had 
futained, by Breed’s-hill battle. The few troops that were fta- 
tioned atthe barracks, about fifty, went on board the Afia man 
of war, fome time before, on the fixth of June; fo that the city 
of New-York was wholly without regulars. oN OT a 

[ June 24. Governor Tryon arrived at New-York from 
London. He is in much efteem with a large number of the citi- 
zens and others; and if any one can fucceed in drawing off that 
colony from the union, he will probably be the perfon. It is 
not to be thought, that he is limited by miniftry either as to ex- 


ences or promifes; but may fuit himfelf to perfons and emer- ” 


gencies. ‘’here is apparently good policy in employing him to 
effect the recovery of New-York to the fide of adminiftration. 
He was in hope of finding the province diliinited from the others. 


— [July 


Right over thefe are placed two others of fimilar_ 


» 
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[July 3.] The mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the ci. 
ty, prefented. him with a congratulatory addrels ; complimented 
hum upon tne rectitude of his tormer adminiftration, and expreff- 
ed their truft, in the aid of his interceflion with his majeily, tor 


a {peedy termination of the hoftile animofities of his contending 


fubjects. ) 

‘The governor in his anfwer confeffed his difappointmemt at 
the change ef circumitances in the province. ‘To palliate the 
treatment, which the memorial and reprefentation of the 
New-York general aflembly met with, and to conciliate the minds 
of as many as could confide in his expreflions, he clofed with 
faying, “ 1 am acquainted with a difpatch from the earl of Dart- 
mouth, that the memorial and reprefentation of the general ai. 
embly of this province, were unfortunately blended with ex- 
preflions containing claims, which made it impoflible for parha- 
ment, confiflent with its juftice and dignity to receive them; yet 
the petition to the king has been prefented to his majeily, who 
was pleafed to receive it with the moft gracious expreilions of re- 
gard and attention to the humble requefts of his faithful fubjects 
in New-York; and I am authorized to fay, that nothing can give 
greater fatisfaétion to the royal breaft, than to fee us again a 
happy and united people.” 

The fame day the addrefs was prefented, all the king’s fiores of 
yarious kinds were taken from Turtle-Bay and carried clear off, 
by the friends of congrefs, 

Conneéticut and Rhode-Ifland having had no occafion to 
change their forms of government, proceed in their ufual modes 
of bufinefs, to fulfil the engagemen.s that they are under, to 
the united colonies in general, and the Maflachufetts in parti- 
cular, and flag not in their ardour to fupport the caule of 
America. 

une 28.] Let us return to the Maffachufetts. Political 
neceflity obliged the. provincial congrels to refolve, “‘ That the 
notes and bills of the colony of Rhode-Hland, of this and all 
the other colonies (except Nova-Scotia and Canada) fhall be 
taken and received, and accounted a good and fuficicnt ten- 


- der for the payment of all debts and damages ariling upon the 


non-performance of any promifes; and the committees of Cor 
re{pondence, infpeftion and fafety, in the refpeClive towns, 
are to return the names of all perfons who fhall contravene this 
refolve.” ! 

[July 9.] To procure a fupply of articles for the troops of 
the colony, a refolve patled for. the inhabitants of the feveral 
towns to furnifh fhirts,: breeches, ftockings and fhoes, for the 
foldiers ——In ‘a few days aftcr, a recommendation pafled, 
; not 
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not to kul any fheep or lambs, excepting in cafes of abfolute 
necefiity. | 
In confequence of the letters fent to the feveral towns and di. 
{iriéts within the colony, for the choice of reprefontatives, in 
order to take up a form of government, more than two hundred 
members met at Watertown, { July ‘19.] and conftituted the 
houle of aflembly. The general fait interpofing, the counfellors 
were not cholen till Friday morning the twenty-firlt, ~* . 
' [ Aug. 8} The houfe apreed to raife 90,0001. flerling. The 
raifing of money will probably produce much diffatisfattion.— 
Great numbers, who are warm for the liberties of America, and 
violently oppofed to being taxed by Great-Britain, are fo incon- 
fiderate as to imagine, they are to be exempted from almoft 
every tax upon their fucceeding in the prefent conteft. They 
are for enjoying all the advantage of civilized fociety, without 
paying their proportion toward the expence of fupporting it. 
[ Aug. 9. | Captain Linzee, of the Falcon {loop of war, cha. 
ced two ichooners from the Weft Inates, one of which he foon 
brought to; the other, having the advantage of a fair wind, put 
into Gloucefter harbour, at Cape-Anne; and the captain pur- 
fued into the harbour, bringing the one with him. He anchor. 
ed and fent two barges with fifteen men’ each, armed with 
{wivels and mufkets, attended with a whale boat, in which was the 
lieutenant and fix privates, meaning to feize the Joaded fchooner. 
The militia and inhabitants took the alarm, collected, fired from 
the fhore, and killed three men, befide wounding the lieutenant. 
On this the captain fent the ather {chooner and a {mall cutter 
well armed, with orders to fire on the damn’d rebels wherever 
they could fee them, while he engaged in cannonadiny the town. 
Not a ball fruck or wounded a fingle perfon, though they paffed 
through the houfes filled with women and children, in almoft 
every direction. The party at the watér-fide foon made them- 
felves malters of both the {chooners, the cutter, the two barges, 
the beat, and every man in them. . The aétion lafted feveral hours, 
‘The provincials loft but one man, and had two others wounded ; 
one of whom is fince dead. They captured thirty-five men be- 
longing to the Falcon, feveral of whom are wounded, and one 
of them fince dead. Captain Linzee after this warped off, hav- 
ing loft half his men. | } 

[| Aug,12.] The {carcity of ammunition is fo alarming, that 
the houfe agreed upon recommending it to the inhabitants, not 
to fire a gun at beaft, bird, or mark, without real necellity, to 
Prevent a wafle of powder. Sean eh | 

About five weeks fince, general Gaye fent two officers to New- 
York, to procure all the men they could, out of {hips eae 

. rong 
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from Scotland or elfewhere, to join him as volunteers; and with 
orders to return to Botton with all expedition. This befpe eaks a. 
want of men. ‘The want of frefh provifion will be fapplic d for 
afhort fpace, by the return of a flect of tranfports, this as 
j Aug. 15.) from the Sound, bringing with them about 2000 
dheep, and 110 oxen, befide eggs, butter, é&c. which they have 
taken off from Gardner’s and ornee iflands. 

Governor Wentworth {till continues in New- ase AN but 
the influence of the popular leaders is increafing, while his di- 
minifhes daily. Hecan no longer confide, as tormerly, in the 
attachment of the people for fatety ; and has for theie two months 
taken up his refidence at Fort William af d Mary. 

The bulk of the colonifts have certainly been much encouraged 
in their {truggles againtt the claims of parhiarpent and adminifira- 
“ton, from the mu ihiptied afiurantes they have received that the 
body of the people in Enoland wifh them fuecefs; and from 
their knowing that many of the moft virtuous and independent of. 
the nobility and gentry are for'them ; and ne this order, in 
their eftimation, the beft bifnop that adorns the he *, as great 
a judge as the nation can boaitt, and the greatel t ftatefman it 
ever faw t +e 
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Roxbury, December 30, 1778: 


“Wouk acceflion of. Georgia to the colonies will occafion their 
being called hencéeforward THE THIRTEEN UNITED 
COLONIES. To aid in the defence of that colony, congrefs 
refolved early in November, to keep up a battalion there at the. 
continental expence. ‘Toward the clofe of the year, Dr. Zubly, 
perceiving that there was an apparent propenfity to independen- | 
cy in feveral of the delegates, withdrew and returned to Georgia. 
His oppofition to it being well known, and his in‘luence upon 
the Georgia inhabitants being feared, it was contrived, that one 
of his brother delegates, Mr. John Houtton, fhould likewife re- 
turn, with a defign of counteraéting him, in cafe he fhould fet 


himfelf to oppofe independency. 


* The Bithop of St. Afaph, + Lord Camden. {¢ Lord Chatham. 
| The 
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The fir hoftilities which happened in this colony between the 
oppofite parties, commenced about the middle of November, - | 
when a number of royalilts attacked the American whigs, and 
by their fuperiority obliged the latter, after three days, to fur- 
render the fort in which they expected to make an effe€tual re- 
iiftance. | : 

The governor of South-Carolina, lord William Campbell, af- 
ter:the provincial congrefs had railed troops, gave commulions 
to the officers of the volunteer companies of militia, that were. 
formed and trained on the recommendation of the popular lead- 
ers. His lordfhip alfo convened an aflembly, of which feveral — 
olncers in the provincial regiments were members ; but finding 
them. and their colleagues inflexibly fet again{t his {chemes, he 
diffolved them, [Sept. 15.] and never afterward iflued writs for 
a new eleftion. He was indefatigable in fecretly promoting op- 
pofition to the popular meafures, and kept up a conilant correl- 
pondence with the back country royalilts. ‘Thefe people were 
toid, that it would be impoffible to refilt the power of Britain; 
that the whole difpute was about a trifling tax on tea, and that | 
the expences of the new raifed provincial regiments would be in- 
finitely more than the infignificant taxes impofed by the Britith 
parliament. They were therefore much difatfetted with the pro- 
eecdings of the provincial congrefs. It being fulpeéted in Charlef- 
town, that their difaffection was greatly owing to the governor ; 
in order to afcertain, if poffible, the connettion between them, 
captain Adam M‘Donald, of a new raifed provincial regiment, 
introduced himfelf to his lordfhip, about the middle of Septem-_ 
ber, under the feigued name of Dick Willams, a fuppofed con- 
fidential meflenger from thefe royalifts. In this affumed charac- 
ter he had a long converfation with his lordfhip, and was inform- 

ed, that a letter received the day before fet forth, “ ‘That his ma- 
jefty was determined fpeedily to fend out troops to.execute his 
{chemes from one end of the continent tothe other.” The con- 
verfation being reported to the general committee, they fentade- 
putation, of which captain M‘Donald was one, todemand acom- 
munication of his lord{hip’s late difpatches from England, and a_ 
perufal of his correfpondence with the back country. Thefe re- 
guifitions being refuled, it was moved to take the governor into 
cuftody, but the motion was rejefted by a great majority. His 
lordthip, mortified at the deception which had been paffed upon 
him, and diftruftful of his perfonal fafety in Charleltown, took — 
the provincial feal with him, and retired on board the Tamar 
floop of war. , | : | 3 


[Nov. 1.] 
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[ Nov. 1.] When the new provincial congrefs met, it was 
thought by the royaliits, that the determinations of the former 
‘would have been reverfed; but they were difappointed, 

In order to-obftru® the paflage of the king’s fhips to Charlef- 
town, through Hog- Ifland hanial: a auniber of hulks were or- 
Morea to be. funk, and captain T bes had the charge of covering 
the workmen, on board a fchooner, armed for the fecurity of 
the town, and called the Defence. | Nov. 12.| The Tamar and 
whee warped in the night, within gun {hot of him, and be- 
gan a heavy cannonade ; but at funtife dropped down to their 


moorings, without having done any material injury. ‘This was 


the commencement of open hoftihties in South-Carolina. 

{ Nov. 13.| The provincial congreis imprefled the {hip Prof- 
per, and ordered her to be fitted as a frigate of war. They voted 
to raife a regiment of artillery, [Nov. 14.] to confift of three 
companies of a hundred men each; and that bills of credit amount- 
ing to 17,0001, {terling fhould be Arick: for their fupport. About 
the fame time a new council of fafety was appointed, and autho- 
-rifed “ to do all fuch matters and things relative to the ftrength- 


ening and defending the : colony, as fhould by them be judged ex- | 


pedient and neceflary.”’ 

That you may comprehend.’ the nature of the oppotition to po- 
pular meafures in this colony, you muft be informed of various 
events relating to the back country.. About 1770, the extreme 
dithculty © f bringing criminals from remote fettlements to a legal 
conabenAedon: iediecd numbers, fliled regulaters, to take the 
Jaw into their own hands. They inilitted corporal punifhment 
on perfons without a regular condemnation. Lord Charles Gre- 
ville Montague, the governor to corrett thefe abufes, advanced 
one Scovil, a man ot low character, to the rank of colonel, and 
employed him to enforce fettled law among thefe regulators. He 
adopted fevefe meatures, which involved multitudes in great dif 
trefs, who having fastered ie fo for oppoling regular government, 
ood not be perfuaded to co- -operate with their c countrymen in the 
fupport of congrefles and committees, whom they conceived to 
be fimilar to their own regulating i demmblies. 


A number of Dutch inhabitants had fettled in the fame part. 
of the country, on lands granted by the government. They. 
brought from Europe the monarchical ideas of their holding the:r | 


poffelfions at the king’ S pleaf ure, hey were therefore eafily 


made to believe, that the lofs of their freeholds would be the. 


confequence of their acceding to American meafures. After the 
peace of Paris, lands were oes upon ealy terms, to induce fo- 
reion Proteftants to exchage their Hai country fora fet- 
tlement in South-Carolina, The Irith, yy accepted thefe of- 
MOL. 2 gi fers, 


Se Gr ibed to the Britifh troops in Botton, or to the Britifh govern 
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fers, owed ail their indulgences to ie bounty of the king, and 
fo took part with his friends. Their countrymen, who had emioen 
grated from the northern provinces, commonly entered with zeal ah 
into the new meatures. oe 
The violence of fome over-zealous friends, who infifted upon © 
their neighbours figning. the aflociation, produced i in feveral ae 
determined f {pirit of oppolition. ; 
/\t an ele€tion for reprefentatives in the firft popular “finite . 
Motes Kirkland was an unfuccefsful candidate. In ee he ex- iv 
claimed, “If this difpute becomes ferious, the peo le of. Souths 
Carolina fhall feel the weight of my influence.” The provincial 
congrels, togain him, gave him the rank of captain in one of the 
provincial regiments ; but he was difgufted, that his rival was _ 
promoted to the higher rank of major. He accepted his commif. 
fion, and inlifled men; but foon refined, and to the utmolt ‘en 


) My 
couraged oppolition to the meafures of. congrefs. : ee 


The people in general felt themfelves eaves in’ their iotHone i 
and property. It was therefore ealy to offer arguments againft — 
renouncing: prefent comforts, to ward off future evils. It was 
infinuated to them, that the gentlemen on the fea coaft, inorder ~ 
to obtain their tea eee from tax, were adopting Thea which 
would involve the back country tn the want of falt, ofnaburgs, 
and imported neceffaries. The popular leaders eould not urge 
the inhabitants to the dangers and expences of war, otherwife 
than on fpeculation, to te the more alarming confequences a 
which would probably take place in future, if the proceedings 
of the Britifh parliament, againft Bofton and the Matlachufetts, 
were fuffered to pais into precedent. if 

‘Though there were many royalifts in mof parts of the colony, ~ 
the principal fettlement, in which they out-numbered the rea ne 
of congrefs, was in the country between the Broad and Saluda 
rivers. When it was determined to raife troops, the inhabitants. 
of that part could not be perfuaded, that the meafure Was necef- = 
fary. ‘They were happy, and free trom prefent oppreflion, and 
averfe to believing that any defigns, inimical to American liber-_ 
ty, had been adopted by the Britulh government. The council of © 
fafety fent the honorable William Henry Drayton, and the reve- “7 
rend Wilham Tenneiit, to explain to them the nature of the dif. 
pute. . They had feveral meetings, and much eloquence was ex- © 
erted to induce them to fign the affociation. Some fubferibed ; — 
but the greater part could not be perfuaded, that there was any 
neceffity for congreffes, committees, or military eftablifhments. a 
Sufpicions prevailed. ‘The friends of the royal government doubt- — 
ed the authenticity of all pamphlets and news-papers, which al- 


ment, 


AD 775.10) AMERICAN REVOGUTION. 409 


ment, any defigns injurious to the rights of the colonifts. They 
viewed the whole as an impofition by artful men. ‘The fiiends 
of congrefs fufpected the leading men of the royalifts to be in the 

pay of lord William Campbell. Reports were circulated by one 

party, that a plan was laid to feize the commifiioners fent by the 

council of fafety: by the other, that the third provincial regi- 

ment was brought up to compel the inhabitants to fign the afio- 

ciation. Motives and defigns were reciprocally attributed to each 

other of the moft mifchievous tendency. ‘The royaliits imbodied 

for reafons fimilar to thofe which had induced the other inhabi- 

tants to arm themfelves againft Britain. They fufpecied their 

adverfaries of an intention to dragoon them into a compliance 

with the meafures of congrefs; and they, in their turn, were 

fufpeéted of a defign to commence hoftilities againft the aifoci- 

ators, for difturbing the eftablifhed royal government. Camps 

were formed in oppofition to each other, and great pains taken 

to increafe their refpeCtive numbers. Moderate men employed 

their good offices ; and after fome days, the leaders on both fides 
met in conferencé. Several explications having taken place, a 
treaty was reciprocally agreed to, [Sept. 16.] by which it was 

{tipulated, that the royalifts {hould remain in a ftate of neutrality. 

Both parties retired to their homes, and a temporary calm fuc- 

ceeded. 

But Mr. Robert Cunningham, a principal leader among the 
royalifts, continued to encourage oppofition to popular meatures, 
and declared that he did not confider himfelf as bound by the 
“treaty. This declaration was con{trued as an evidence of a fixed 
intention again to difturb the peace. To prevent his attempting 
it, he was apprehended, brought to Charleftown, and commit- 
ted to jail. His brother, Mr. Patrick Cunningham, inilantly 
armed a party of friends and purfued, in expectation of refcuing 
him. The party colleéted on this occafion feized a thouland 
* pounds of powder, and a quantity of lead, which was pafling 
through their fettlement, as a prefent to the Cherokee Indians ; 
afd was intended to confirm them in their pacific difpofition. 
Some perfons among the royalifls propagated a report, that it 
was accompanied with inftru@ions to them, to kill every man 
who fhould refufe to fign the affociation. This an{fwered the pur-. 
pofe of inflaming the minds of feveral. It was alfo confidently 
aflerted, that private marks had been agreed on by the popular 
leaders and Indian chiefs, to diftinguilh the affociators from the 
non-aflociators ; the former of whom were to be fpared, and the 
latter facrificed. Great pains were moreover taken, to exafpe- 
rate the inhabitants againft the council of fafety, for turnifhing 

the 
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the Indians with powder, at atime when the white people could | 


not be fupplied with that article. | 
Lord William Campbell had uniformly recommended to the 
royalifis to remain quiet till the arrival of a Britifh force. This 


advice had been providentially frufirated. Similar reafons of | 


pelicy to thefe which induced the royal governor to recommend. 


inaction to the royalifts, operated with the council of iafety to. 
crulh their inteftine foes before that force fhould atrive.. ‘The 


rifing occafioned by the feizing of Mr. Cunningham, was.con- — 


jirued into a violation of the treaty, and gave ground to doubt 


the fincerity of their engagements to continue in a flate of neu- i 
trality. It was feared, that as foon asa proper opportunity of. — 
fered, they would throw their weight into the royal feale. It Bi 
was theretore judged neceffary, to march an army into their fet- 


tlements before that event fhould exift. But to remove preju-. 
ices, the provincial congrels, firft of all circulated through 
their fettlements, [ Nov. ig.| a declaration afligning the reafons. 
for the prefent to the Cherokees, and detecting the invidious, 
mureprefentations that had been put upon the meafure. They 
folemnly declared before Almighty God, that they did not be- 
lieve any order was ever iffued, or any idea ever entertained by: 
the late council of fafety, or any member of it, or by any per-) 
fon under authority of congrefs, to caufe the Indians to com. 
mence hoflilines upon the frontiers or any part thereof. They 
then fent forward a large body of militia and new raifed regulars. 
who were. joined by feven hundred militia from North-Carolina 
and two hundred and twenty regulars. They foon had an arm 
of feveral thoufand men under their direction, with infiructions, 
“‘ to apprehend the leaders of the party which had feized the pow- 
der, and to do all other things necellary to - fupprefs the prefent 
and prevent future infurreétions.’? . Affarances were publicly 
given, that no injury fhould. be done to inoffenfive perfons, re- 
maining quietly on their plantations. The leadérs of the royal. 
ifts found great difficulty in perluading their followers to imbo, 
dy; and they thenfelves’ were deflitute of political knowledge. 
and military experience. The unanimity of the whigs, and the: 
nut bers, which from all fides invaded the fettlements of the roy~ 
alifts, difheartened them Som facing their adverfaries in the field, 
The whigs a€ied by fyflem, and in concert with their brethren 
of neighbouring colonies, and were direGled by a council of fafe. 
ty, compoted of the greateft and wifeft men in the province. 
They’ eafily carried every point, feized the Jeaders of the roy- 
alilts, and difperfed their followers, without the lofs of a fingle. 
man: moft of the royalifts returned to their plantations, while. 


= . 


feveral retired over the mountains, 
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In North-Carolina, the committees of the diftmét of Wil. 
mington alledged a number of charges again{t governor Martin, 
particularly thofe of fomenting a civil war and of exciting an ins 
furreétion among the negroes; upon which they declared him 
an enemy to America in general, and to that province in 
particular, and forbad all perfons holding any communication 
with him. 

(Aug. 8.} When their proceedings appeared in print, the 
governor publifhed his remarks upon them, in a proclamation 
of uncommon length; which the provincial congrets, in their 
fubfequent meeting at Hillfborough, | Aug. 2 5-| refolved una- 
nimoufly to be a falfe, fcandalous, {currilous, malicious and fe~ 
ditious libel, and orderedit to be burnt by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman. Four days:before, a plan of confederation was. 
laid before them. Upon mature deliberation they refolved, that 
«« They are of opinion, that the plan of general confederation 
between the united colonies is not at prefent eligible; and that 
the prefent affociation ought to ke further relied on for bringing — 
about a reconciliation with the p:rent itate, and a further con- 
federacy ought only to be adopted in cafe of the laft extremity.” 
Afterward | Sept. 8. | Mr. Hooper fubmitted to them an addrefs 
to the inhabitants of the Britifh empire, which was unanimoufly 
received. In anfwer to the fuggedtion, that independence was 
their obje€t, they fay, “ We again declare, and we invoke that 
Almighty Being who fearches the receffes of the human heart, 
and knows our moft fecret intentions, that it is our moft earneft 
with and prayer to be reftored, with the other united colonies, 
to the flatein which we and they were placed before the year 
1763, difpofed to glance over any regulations which Britain had 
made previous to this and which feem to be injurious and op- 
preflive to thefe colonies, hoping that, at fome future day, the 
will benignly interpofe, and remove from us every caufe of 
complaint.” 

They broke up two. days after, having fat three weeks. Du- 
ring the feffion, they agreed upon raifing a 1000 men: upon 
{triking a quantity of paper money, for the fubfiftence of the 
troops; upon inlifting a confiderable body of minute men; ina 
word, upon putting the colony immediately into a ilate of 
deience. | 

Within a fortnight after the feffion clofed, the grand repofi- 
tory of the governor’s magazine was difcovered. In the palace 
garden, under abed of cabbages, was found a barrel, containing 
about three bufhels of gunpowder. In the palace cellar were 
dug up two quarter caiks of the fame commodity; and in the 
garden about sooolb. of musket balls, about 500 weight of 

iron ~ 
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iron {wivel balls, a large quantity of {mall fhot, lead, iron, 3 
worms tor the cannon, and the whole apparatus for his park of 

artillery. ont wee 
The Virgiaia convention continued to. eftablifh rules for the | 
defence and regulation of the colony ; and pafied an ordinance | 
for imbodying a {uficient force for its protection. It appearing. 
to them, that only 15 half barrels of powder had been taken out 
of the magazine by lord Dunmore’s order, they valued it fairly, 
and then direfted the furplus money received by Patrick Henry, 
elq. to be returned to the receiver general. [Auguft22.,| 
Upon a petition of fundry merchants and others, natives of 
Great-Britain, moflly from Scotland, praying to be exempted — 
from bearing arms againft the people among whom they were ~ 
born, and promifing to obferve a ftriét neutrality in cafe the co- 
lony was attacked by the Britifh troops, the convention unani- a 
mouily recommended to the committees, [Augult 95.|and others 
the good people of the colony, to tréat all fuch refident natives a 
as did not fhow themfelves enemies to. the common caufe of _ 
America, with lenity and friendfhip;*to proteét all perfons a 
whatfoever inthe juft enjoyment of their civil rights and liberty ; to. | 
difcountenance al] national reflections ; andto- promote union, 
harmony, and mutual good will, among all ranks of people. ae 
Before the feffion ended, the delegates in a declaration fet 
forth the caufe of their meeting, and the neceflity of immediate. 
ly putting the country into a pofture of defence, forthe better 
protection of their lives, liberties, and properties. In it they — 
folemnly declare, ‘“‘ before God and the world, we do bear 
faith and true allegiance to his majefty ; and will, fo long as it. 
may be in our power, defend him and his government, as found- 
ed on the laws and well-known principles of the conflitution : 
we will, to the utmoit of our power, endeavour by every hono- 
rable mean, to promote a reftoration of that friend{hip and amity, 
which fo long and happily fubfifted between our fellow fubjeéts 
in Great-Britain, and the inhabitants of America: and as, on 
the one hand, we are determined to defend our lives and pro- 
perties, and maintain our juft rights and privileges, at even the 
extremelt hazard, fo, onthe other hand, it is our fixed and un- 
alterable refolution to difband fuch forces as may be raifed in this 
colony, whenever our dangers are removed, and America is 
reflored to its former flate of tranquillity and happinets.”’ vig 
Lord Dunmore however, being joined by a number, who had | 
rendered themfelves obnoxious to the country, as well as bya 
parcel of run-away negroes, and fupported by the naval force | 
upon the ftation, endeavoured to eftablifh fuch a marine, as ~ 
raight enable him, by means of the noble rivers with wie the — 
Rae . colony 
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colony abounds, to be always at hand, and ready to profit by 
every favourable ‘occafion which fhould offer. He by degrees 
fitted and armed feveral veffels, in one of which he conilantly 
refided, never fetting his foot on fhore, but 1n an hollile man- 
ner. The forcé was calculated only for depredations ; and while 
thefe were confined to the procuring of provifions or other ne- 
celfaries, refpeft was fhown to the rank and office of the gover- 
nor: but being at length changed into open and avowed hofti. 
lity, his lordfhip met with refiftance. The Virgimans could not 
brook his feizing perfons, and conveying them on board the 
fhips ; déflroying plantations, and carrying offthe negroes ; and 
burning houfes. ‘They therefore fent detachments of the new- 
raifed forces to proteét the coafts ; and from thence enlued a 
{mall mifchievous war, incapable of affording honor or benefit. 

During this ftate of hoflility, his lord{hip procured a few fol- 
diers, with whofe affiftance an attempt was made to burn the 
port-town of Hampton. The inhabitants having a previous fuf- 
picion of the defign, funk a number of boats acrofs the channel 
to prevent a landing. ‘The thips, having furmounted all obfla- 
cles in the night, drew up clofe to the town, [Oétober 27.| and 
began a furious cannonade in the morning. At this critical pe- 
riod, a detachment of riflemen from William{burgh, that had 
marched all night, arrived, and being joined by the mmute men 
and others, who had affembled the day before, took fuch a pofl- 
tion as enabled them, with their fmall arms, to compel the ene- 
roy precipitately to quit their flation, with the lofs of fome men 
and oi aténder. * , | 
_ FNov. 7.] In confequence of this repulfe, the governor iffued 
‘a proclamation, declaring that martial law fhould take place, and 
be executed through the colony ; requiring all perfons capable of 
bearing arms to refort to his majefty’s flandard, orto be looked 
upon astraitors ; and further declaring all indented fervants, ne- 
groes or others (appertaining to rebels) free, who were able and 
willing to bear arms, upon joining his majelly’s troops. The 
Virginians highly refented his lordfhip’s declaring martial law ; 
and by his fingle fiat, attempting to flrip them of their property, 
and to arm their negroes and fervants again{t them to effect their 
deftruGtion. This meafure occafioned to government the lofs 
of many friends. 

The proclamation with lis lordfhip’s prefence and his marine, 
produced fome effet in the town of Norfolk and the adjqining 
country, where many were well affected to the old government. 
He was accordingly joined by fome hundreds of blacks and 
whites : but the pleafure it afforded was foon interrupted by in- 
telligence, that,a party of Virginians were marching toward them 
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with great expedition. To obfiruét their defigns, and protect 


the well affected, he took pofleffion of the Great Bridge near 


Norfolk, a pafs of much confequence, being the only way by 
which the town could be approached. He conftruéted a fort on 
the Norfolk fide, and rendered it as defenfible as time would ads 


mit. His force confifted of about 200 regulars, including the 


erenadiers of the 14th regiment, and a body of Norfolk volun- 
teers : the reftwas a motley mixture of blacks and whites. The 
Virginians, under colonel Woodford, fortified themfelves with- 
in lefs than cannon fhot of the royalifls, having a narrow 
caufeway in front, which was to be pafled to come at their 
works. | me 

In this flate they continued quiet on both fides for fome days. 
At length a fervant belonging to major Marthall, being properly 


tutored, deferted to the royalifls, and told them, that colonel 


AD. 17750 


‘Woodford had not more than 300 fhirtmien (as they called the 


riflemen, on account of their being drefied in their hunting fhirts) 
badly provided with ammunition. The bait took, and a defign 
was formed for furprifing the Virginians in their intrenchments. 
Captain Leflie with the regulars, arrived at the bridge about three 
in the morning ; and being joined by about 300 white and black 
flaves, laid planks upon the bridge, and crofled juft after the 
Virginians had beaten the reveille, a lucky time for the laft, as 
their men were of courfe all under arms. Captain Fordyce, at 
the head of his grenadiers, amounting to about fixty, led the 
van, while lieutenant Batut commanded the advanced party.— 
They paffed the caufeway, which admitted only of a few men’s 
marching abreaft, and approached the intrenchrnents with fixed 
bayonets, and a coolnefs and intrepidity which excited aftonifhs 
ment. ‘They were not only expofed naked to the fire in front, 
but enfiladed by another part of the provincial lines. The caps 
tain fell with feveral of his men, within a few yards of the breaft 
work. ‘The lieutenant with others were taken, and all the fur- 
vivors of the grenadier company, whether prifoners or not, were 


wounded. The royalifls were foon obliged to found a retreat, 


having fixty-two men killed and wounded. The provincials, 
during the whole aétion, did not lofe a fingle man, and had on- 
ly one flightly wounded. The fire of the artillery from the fort 
covered the retreat of the royalifts. None of the blacks, &c. 
in the rear, with captain Leflic, advanced further than the bridge. 
Captain Fordyce was buried with every military honor by the 


victors, who fhowed a due refpe& to his former merit, as well _ 
as to the gallantry which fignalized his laft moments. “The Bre 


tifh prifoners were treated with great kindnefs: the American 
royalifts, who joined the king’s ftandard, with rigor. The king’s 
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forces retired the enfuing night, without other lofs than a few 
pieces of cannon. Captain Leflie, it is faid, has abfolutely re- 
fufed to a€t any more on fhore, till he can be better fupported; 
on the other hand, the Norfolk volunteers, and the black bat- 
talions, have declined a€ting without the regulars; this has in- 
duced his lordfhip to abandon the intrenchments at Nortolk, and 
to go on board the fhips. Moft of the wretched negroes, who 
had joined him, were now left to fhift for themfelves, 

[Dec. 14.] Colonel Woodford with the provincials, enter- 
ed Norfolk; but almoft all the inhabitants had fled on board the 
fhips. At night he refigned the command to cclonel Howe, 
defigning to return to his family, and atten” on his private 
affairs. 

Many of the Scotch petitioners having, contrary to their faith, 
folemnly plighted, become {tritt adherents to lord Dunmore, 
and a€tive promoters of his meafures; and having excited their 
flaves to aét again{t the colony, the convention has totally re- 
{cinded the former recommendation in their favor. But ‘per- 
fons of ability, declining to a@ with the Virginians, and who 
have not taken up arms nor fhowed themfelves again{t them, 
may be permitted to leave the country. 

A {cheme for raifing a confiderable force, for the fervice of 
lord Dunmore, has been lately difcovered in Maryland. 

One John Connelly, a native of Pennfylvania, waited on his 
lord{hip with certain propofals, toward the latter end of July, 
which being approved of, he difpatched intelligence to the ofn- 
cers of the militia on the frontiers of Augufla county, with af- 
furances from his lordfhip, that fuch of them as would. hereatter 
evince their loyalty to his majefty, by putting themfelves under 
his command, fhould be amply rewarded. He had before, by 
direction, prepared the Indians on the Ohio, to act in concert 
with him againft his majefty’s enemies in that quarter. His 
lord{hip fent him to general Gage at Bofton, about the 15th of 
September ; and about the middle of October he returned with 
inflru€tions from the general to his lordihip. A commiffion of 
lieutenant colonel commandant of a regiment to be ratied in the 
back parts and in Canada, was to be granted to this adventurer ; 
who was to be affifted by the garrifons at Detroit, and Fort Gage 
at the Ilknois with artillery and ammunition. He was to ule 
means to urge the Indian chiefs to at with vigor in the execu- 
tion of ‘his orders; and to have the fupreme direction of the 
new forces. When they were in fufficient condition, he was to 
penetrate through Virginia, fo as to meet lord Dunmore at a 
fet time in next April at Alexandria on the Patomak ; his lord- 
fhip was to bring {uch a naval flrength and other afliftance, as 
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might be deemed neceffary for the purpofe. He had fo far fucs _ 
ceeded, that he was on his way, with two affociates, to Detroit ; 
where he was to meet his commiffion and infruétions : but 
when they had reached about five miles beyond Hager’s-town, 
they were taken into cuflody and brought before the county — 
committee at Fredericktown in Maryland, [Nov. 99.] for exa 
ainination, about ten days after parting with lord Dunmore.— ° 
heir papers have betrayed every thing, Among tlem were the 
general plan of the whole bufinefs, and a letter from lord Dun- 
more to one of the Indian chiefs, and ether authentic vouchers, 
which leave nothing to be doubted. His lordfhip’s letter was 
accommodated, as is ufual in all fuch cafes, tothe Indian tafte, 
and addrefied to Brother Captain White Eyes, who was to ac- 
quaint the Corn-Stalk, as well as the chiefs of the Mingoes, and 
ihe other fix nations, with the fentiments contained in it. es 
_ The capture of Connelly and his affociates, is afcribed to the 
feizure of an exprefs pafling between an Indian commiffary and 
the governor ; from whofe papers fuch intelligence was gained, 
as to put the provincial committee upon keeping a good look 
out for the parties. The Indian commiffary was known to be 


difaffe€ted to the American caufe by agentleman, whofe fufpi- 


cions made him a principal in effeéting the difcoverysig 7% 

The Pennfylvania general aflembly, ih their November fef. 
fion, inftruéted their delegates to exert their endeavours ‘at the 
continental eongrels, for the adoption of fuch meafures as might — 
afford the bett profpett of obtaining a redrefs of American 
grievances, and of refloring the union and harmony between 
Great-Britain and the colonies. They faid, “Though the op- 
prefhive meafure of the Britith parliament and adminiftration 
have compelled us to refift their violence by force of arms, yet 
we firi€tly enjoin you, that you, in behalf of this colony, dif- 
{ent from, and utterly rejeét, any propofitions, fhould fuch be 
made, that may caufe or lead to a feparation from the mother 
country, or a change in the form of this government.” The 
reafon for mentioning a, changein the form of this government, 
was congreis’s recommendation of a meafure of that kind to the 
provincial convention of New-Hamphhire, which will be proper- 
ly noticed in its place. : 

| Nov. 16.] Governor Franklin met the general affembly of 
New-Jerfey. In his fpeech he acquainted them, “ That the 
commanders of his majefty’s {quadron’s in America, have orders 
to proceed as in the cafe of a town in a€tual rebellion, againft 
fuch of the fea-port towns and places, being acceffible to the 
King’s fhips, as fhall offer any violence to the king’s officers, or 
in which any troops fhall be raifed, er military works ereéted, 
| . , OF 
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or other than by his majefty’s authority, or any attempts made 
to feize or plunder any public magazine of arms or ammuni- 
tion.” He faid, ‘ Sentiments of independency, are by fome 
men of prefent confequence, openly avowed, and effays are al- 
ready appearing in the public papers, to ridicule the people’s 
fears of that horrid meafure.’’ The houfe of aflembly, in their 
an{wer declared, [ Nov 29.| ‘ There is nothing we defire with 
greater anxiety than a reconciliation with our parent flate, on 
conftitutional principles. We know of no fentiments of inde- 
pendency that are by men of any confequence openly avowed ; 
nor do we approve of any effays tending to encourage’ fuch a 
meafure. We have already expreffed our deteltation of fuch 
opinions, and we have fo frequently and fully declared our fen- 
timents on this fubjeét, that we fhould have thought ourfelves, 
as at prefent we really deferve to be, exempt from all fufpicion 
of this nature.” The governor in his reply mentioned, that he 
had not the moft diftant thought, while {peaking of the fenti- 
ments of independency openly avowed by fome, that they would 
confider the remark as at all meant for, or applicable to their 
houfe. He concluded with pointedly faying, °* 1 fincerely with 
that both you and I may ere long have the happinefs to fee thofe 
who either openly or privately avow fentiments of independen- 
cy, men of no confequence.”’ 

The New-York convention having refolved upon the removal 
ef the cannon from the battery in the city, captain Sears was 
appointed to the bufinefs. Captain Vandeput, of the Afia.man 
of war, was privately informed of the defign, and prepared to 


_oppofe its execution. Learning when it was to be attempted, 


he appointed a boat to watch the motions of the people afflem- 
bled for that purpofe about the dead of night. The failors in 
the boat giving the fignal , with a flath of powder, of what was 
going forward, the perfons on {hore miftook it for an attempt 
to fire a mufket at them, and immediately aimed a volley of fhot 
at the boat, 'by which a man was killed. Captain Vandeput 
foon after commenced a firing from the Afia with grape fhot, 
{wivel fhot, 18 and 24 pounders, without killing a fingle per- 
fon, and wounded only three, two flightly, the other loft’ the 
calf of his leg. He then ceafed for a confiderable time, fuppof- 
ing that the people had defifted from their purpofe ; while they 
were only changing their mode of opperation. Captain Sears 
provided a deceiving party, intended to draw the Afia’s fire from 
the line of the working party. He fent the former behind a 
breaft work, by which they were fecured on dodging down upon 
obferving the flafh of the Afia’s guns. When all was in readi- 
wels, they huzzaed, and fang out their notes as though tugging 

in 
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in unifon, and fired from the walls ; while the working party 
filently got off twenty-one eighteen pounders, with carriages, 
empty cartridges, rammers, &c. Upon hearing the norfe, and 
feeing the fire of the mufketry, the captain ordered the Afia to 
fire a whole broad-fide toward that part of the fort, where the 
deceiving party had fecured themitelves, without intending a par- 
ticular injury to the city; however, fome of the {hot could not 
but fly into it and do damage. ‘This affair happened at a very 
late hour, between twelve and two, [Auguft e2.| and threw the 
citizens into the utmoft conflernation. Such was the ftillnefs of 
the night, that the report of the cannon was heard at Philadel- 
phia, ninety miles off. The diftrefs of the Yorkers was much 
increafed, by a painful apprehenfion, that captain Vandeput 
would renew his firing upon the city. A removal of men, wo- 
men, children and goods commenced, and continued till Satur- 


~ 


day. Matters were aiterward fo adjufted, as to quict the appre~ 


henfions of the people, in reference to their fuffering further 
fromthe Afia. To prevent it, the convention permitied Abra- 
ham Lott, efg; to fupply all his majefly’s fhips, ftationed at 
New-York, with all neceflaries, as. well frefh as falted, for the 
{ole ufe' of faid fhips. 

The art and‘influence of governor Tryon alarmed the conti- 
nental congrefs, fome of the members efpecially, fo that it was 
moved, that he fhould be feized. But Mr. Duane, one of the 
New-York delegates, {peaking in behalf of, and an{wering for 
him, no refolution to that purpofe was taken. Mr. Duane fay- 
ing, in his eagernefs to defend the governor, that he was as good 
a friend to the American caufe as any one prefent, called up 
captain John Langdon from New-Hampthire, who refenting 
the aflertion as an afperfion on the feveral members, anfwered 
with much acrimony, and was permitted to goon as long as he 
pleafed, Mr. Duane’s conduét not having anfwered, in feveral 
inflances, the warm withes of the zealous delegates. Though 


nothing was refolved upon againit governor Tryon, the matter 


only fubfided for the prefent, under an apprehenfion that if the 
motion was made, it would not be carried,. or when carried, 
would be conveyed to the governor time enough for him to {e- 
cure himfelf. The affair was brought on again after a while in 
another form ; and congrefs refolved, [Ottober 6.] “ That it 
be recommended to the feveral provincial aflemblies or con- 
ventions, and councils or committees of fafety, to arrefk 
and fecure every perfon in their refpeftive colonies, whofe 
going at large may in their opinion endanger the fafety of the 
colony, or the liberties of America.” ; 
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An authentic copy of the refolve was to be tran{mitted 
by the delegates to proper perfons in the different colonies. 
| —The fathers of it aimed at governor Tryon; they had little 
| or no expeétation that: the New-York convention would fecure 
him; but they hoped that the fons of liberty at large would effect 
the bufinefs. It has been afferted, that Mr. Duane was unealy 
at the refolution, and withdrew from congrefs for near an hour 
before he returned to his feat. Be that as it may, it is certain, 
that Mr. Duane’s footman went off to governor Tryon in feafon 
| to give him information of what was :2efolved; which occafioned 
| his writing to the mayor of New-York, (Oe. 13.] acquainting 
| him that he knew from undoubted authority, what was recom- 
. mended to the provincial congrefs, and defiring to be informed 
‘| whether he fhould be fecure in the prote€tion ot the corporation 
and citizens. The provincial congrelfs had not then received 
the recommendation. Several letters paffed upon the occafion, 
but the governor not obtaining {atisfa€tion as to his being fecure, 
went on board the Halifax packet, [O@. 19.] of which he in- 
formed the mayor by letter; and in that expreifed his readinefs 
to do fuch bufinefs of the country, as the fituation of the times 
} ~~ would permit. ; nap 
| A correfpondent refiding at New-York complains, that the 
} leaders of the people in that colony are inconfiftent and _perfidi. 
| ous, and that their councils are flampt with folly, tumidity and 
treachery. Some days before the governor went on board, 
members of the provincial convention, declared even in the con- 
vention, that they would not receive the bills of credit to be 
emittted by themlelves; that they would join the king’s ftandard 
if troops came, in order to fave their eftates, &c. Thefe fpeeches 
| were uttered without meeting with any cenfure. 
| The day the governor fent his letter from on board, Meffrs. Low, 
De Lancey, Walton, Kifflam, Verplank, &c. &c. labored hard 
| in the provincial congrefs, to preclude the freemen of the city 
| — from voting for new members, and the mode of voting by bal- 
1} lot. They were for polling as formerly, and expected, that if the 
q freemen were excluded, the freeholders would return none, but 
{uch as would be for preferving the city though at the expence 
of the liberties of America. eke , 
ii The New-York troops are not to be depended upon in gene- ne 
4} ral. Perfons who have been pretty hearty, are now.airaid of | ia 
falling a facrifice. The dete€tion becomes greater every day in a 
_ both. city and country. This may be owing to the arts of gover- 
| nor Tryon, whofe exertions may be as ftrenuous and fuccelsiul 
in the {hip asin the city. Heis not at alofs how to intrigue with ! 
the people of-his government. Hh 
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_ Such is the importance of fecuring the North-River, that the 
continental congrefs have given direction for rendering it de- 


fenfible, by ereéting fortifications in the High-lands, and gar- — 
rifoning the fame. They have alfo directed Mr. Alexander, ti- 


tular lord Stirling, to colleét the troops in and for the defence 


_ of New-Jerfey, [Nov. 27. | (except fix companies ordered to 


the forts on the North-River) and to place them in barracks in 
the ealtern divifion of the colony, as contiguous to New-York 
as can be, there to remain till further orders. The city abounds 
with perfons oppofed to congreffional meafures. This oppofiti- 
on was much ftrengthened by Mr. Rivington’s prefs which was 
carried off four days before the above order. Captain Sears ob- 
ferving the mifchievous effeéts of this prefs, determined upon a 


violent and effeétual mode of hlencing it. He procured feventy- 


five Conneticut horfemen, well armed with mufkets, &c. un- 
expectedly entered the city at the head of them; repaired imme- 
diately to Mr. Rivington’s, and feized all his types and printing 
materials, many of which were deftroyed. While he was thus 
employed, people colleéted, and the ftreet was thronged. To 
prevent interruption, he called out and told them, that if they at- 
tempted to oppofe him, he would order his men to fire upon 
them; and preparation was made for doing it, in cafe it fhould 
be needful. This appearance initantly cleared the ftreet; when 
captain Sears and his party rode off in triumph, with the booty 
they were pleafed to take away. 
[Sept. 30.] Captain Wallace, in the Rofe man of war, and 
two tenders, began in the morning to fire upon Stonington in 
Conneéticut, clofe in with the Sound; and continued it the 
whole day, with very little intermiffion. They killed two men, 
much fhatteredthe houfes, ftores, &c. and carried offa fchooner 
loaded with molaffles, and two {mall floops. The firing was 
brought on by a veilel (which he was in chace of) efcaping and 
fecuring itfelfin the harbour of the town. The men of war 
and tran{ports at Newport, exciting a fufpicion by their move- 
ments, that there was an intention of taking off live ftock from 
the farms, in the fouth part of Rhode-Ifland, a number of per- 
fons went down in the evening [Oét. 2.] and brought off about 
i000 theep and 50 head of cattle. The next day and the follow- 
ing one the fhips took offa quantity from the two farms, where 
it was thought they were colleGed for the purpofe of fupplying 
the Britith troops at Bofton. Soon after 300 minute men arri- 
ved who marched to the fpot, [O&. 5.|” and brought off the 
remaining cattle, fheep, hogs and poultry, though fired upon 
by the {hips which lay within gun fhot. ‘The interpofition of the 
minute men fubjeéted the town to threats of being epee yh 
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by the men of war; fo that many of the inhabitants moved their 
effects, while others left the place. On Saturday afternoon, 
{| October 7.| the fhips weighed anchor, went up the river to 
Briftol, and demanded 300 fheep, which not being complied 


with, between eight and nine o’clock, they began a heavy fireon 


the town, and continued it upward of an hour. The women 
and children, in great anxiety (dark and rainy as it was) were 
obliged to leave their habitations, and feek fhelter in the adja- 
cent country. Between nine and ten a committee went on board 
and purchaied the peace and fafety of the town at the expence 
of forty fheep. ‘The firing thus upon a defencelefs town greaily 
irritated the minds of the Americans in diflant colonies, and they 
have cenfured it in their public tranfaétions. 


[Nov. 11.| The general aflembly of Rhode-Ifland pafled an. 


act for the capital punifhment of perfons who {hould be found 
guilty of holding a traiterous correfpondence with the miniftry 
ot Great-Britain, or any of their officers or agents, or of fup- 
plying the minifterial army or navy employed againft the united 
colonies, with provifions, arms, é&c. or of a€ting as pilots on 
board any veflels. ‘They however excepted, the negociation and 
treaty of the town council with captain Wallace, refpecting the 
fupplying the fhips of war ftationed in the harbour of Newport, 
and regulation thereof by the commanding officer, which they 
had before permitted. They alfo paffed an a€t for fequeftering 
the eftates of feveral perfons, whom they confidered as avowed 
enemies to the liberties of America. 

[ Nov. 30.] Captain Wallace, about one in the morning, left 


4 k o 
the harbour of Newport, went to Conanicut with feveral veffels, 


_and landed about 200 marines, failors, and negroes, who were 


employed in burning the houfes and barns upon the ifland. The 
men, while upon the fervice, were ordered to fire on one Mr. 
Martin, who gave no provocation, and was ftanding unarmed at 
his own door. He was fhot in the belly and died. He was an inof- 
fenfive perfon, and had treated capt. Wallace with great civility 
and friendihip. . 

General Lee was at length detached with a {mall corps from. 
the army inthe Maffachufetts, to the afliftance of the Rhode-I{- 
landers; on whom, upon his arrival, he impofed a moft tremen- 


dous oath. This aé&t of the general’s does not meet with the ap- 


probation of the congrefs. ! 
The Maffachu/etts military and naval tranfattions will be related 
feparate from the civil, as far as convenient. 
_ The American prifoners taken on the 17th of June, were 
thrown indifcriminately into the jail at Bolton, without any con- 
fideration being paid te thofe of rank, though languithing on 
| wounds 
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wounds and ficknefs.. The fick and wounded were put under the | 


hands of aman, who had never before been employed, but in 
the difeafes of horfes*. \The mbhabitants of the town, who be- 


friended the American caufe, were not allowed to afford the pri- : | 
foners all that relief they were entitled to upon the principles of on 
humanity. The fufferers had even fome of their books of devo. 


tion taken from them, and were reproached for their much read- 
ing, as leading them into rebellion. Being accounted rebels, no 
cruelty was thought more than they deferved, while their exift- 
ence was not terminated by a halter. 


‘The education and reading of the colonilts have undoubtedly . 


contributed to encourage and fupport their oppofition to meafures, 


deemed deftruttive to the liberties of their country. Every town in 


the Maffachufetts and Conneticut has a public Englith fchool for 
the education of youth, {upported by an annua! tax upon the in- 
habitants : to which any one may fend his children, while the 
expence of their education is nothing more than his proportion 
of the tax. - The matters are often young men, who have finifh- 
ed their college education ; and who {pend a year or more in this 
employ, till they take to a different one, which often leads to 
their becoming fome of the firft perfens in the colony. The uni- 
verlal education promoted by thefe fchools, fpreads a general 
knowledge among the loweft orders of people ; and gives them a 
taille for reading the interefting publications of the day ; while 
able writers have been and are employing their pens, in nourifh- 
ing the {pirit of refiftance, by arguments, hiltorical narrations, 
and all the various arts of animated perfuafion. 


« [Aug. 11.] General Wafhington wrote to general Gage up- — 


on the fubjeét of the ill treatment of the prifoners, and apprized 
him, that he fhould regulate his conduét toward thofe gentlemen 


_ who are or may be in his pofleffion, exaétly by the rule that the 


other fhould obferve toward the Americans who may be in his 
cuftody. [Aug.19.] General Gage in his anfwer afferted, that 
the prifoners had hitherto been treated with care and kindnefs, 
though indifcriminately, as he acknowledged no rank that was 
not derived from the king. He mentioned, ‘“‘ I underftand there 
are of the king’s faithful fubjeéts, taken by the rebels, labouring 
like negro flaves, to gain their daily fubfiftence, or reduced to 
the wretched alternative to perifh by famine, or take arms again{t 
their king and country.” He remarked upon the paflage relat- 
ing to retaliation, with an appeal to God; and clofed with this 
charge, ‘* unfortunately for both countries, thofe who long fince 


projected the prefent crifis, and influence the councils ef Ame- 


* General Wathington’s private letter, 
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rica, have views very diftant from accommodation.” General 
Gage was miftaken, in charging the party alluded to, with pro- 
jeciing the prefent crifis, which is the cafual and unexpected con- 
fequence of pernicious minifterial councils. He was no lefs 
far from the truth, while he intimated that the American leaders 
** have views very diftant from accommodation.” Some few have 
{uch views ; but the great body of them, at préefent, long for an 
accommodation. re eek veil 

[ Aug. i9.] _ General Wafhington replied to general Gage, in 
a pointed manner, and told him, “ I have taken time, Sir, to 
make a ftriét inquiry, and find the intelligence you have receiv: 
ed, has not the leaft foundation in truth. Not only your officers 
and foldiers have been treated with a tendérnefs due to fellow 
citizens and brethren, but even thofe éxécrable parricides, whofe 
councils and aid havé deluged their country with blood, have 
been protected from the fury of a jufily enraged people. You 
affett, Sir, to defpife all rank, not derived from the faine fource 
with your own. I cannot concé:vé one more honorable than 
that, which flows from the uncorrupted choice of a brave and free 
people, the pureft fource and original fountain of all power. May 
that God to whom you appeal, judge between America and you! 
Under his providence, thofe who influence the councils of Ame- 
rica, and all the other inhabitants of the united colonies, at the 


_ hazard of their lives, are determined to hand down to pofterity 


thofe juft and invaluable privileges which they received from 
their anceftors.” . | 
[Aug. 26.] At night, about two thoufand of the American 
troops intrenched on Plow’d-hill, within point-blank fhot of the 
Britifh on Bunker’s-hill: notwithftanding a continual fire almoift 
all the day following, they had only two killed and two wounded. 


“While the intrenchments wére cartying on, parties of riflemen 


were employed in firing upon the advanced guards on Charlef- 
town neck. One of the Britifh officers and feveral men, were 
feen to fall. ‘Two of the Britifh floating batteries attempting to 
annoy the Americans at work upon the hill, were filenced in 
Myftick river, .and one partly funk. More than 300 fhells were 
thrown at the fortiefs on Plow’d-hill, without a finyle perfon’s 
being thereby hurt ; and the confequent contempt they entertain- 
ed of fhells, induced them to omit providing a bomb-proof cover 
for the garrifon. Bunker’s-hill, Plow’d-hill, and Winter-hill, 
which laft the Americans have poffeffed and fortified for fome 
time, are fituated in a range from eaft to weft, each of them on 
or near Myttick river. Plow’d-hill is in the middle, and the 
loweft of the three, the fummit is about half a mile from the 
works on Bunker’s-hill, The Britith finding that their firing did 
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not aniwer, relaxed, and after a while defifled entirely ; and the 
Americans remained quiet in their new poft. General Wathing- 
ton received, in the beginning of September, a very acceptable 
remittance of ammunition from Rhodé-Hland. éven 7000 |b, of 
powder—a | ereat quantity, compared with the late amazing fear- 
city. Itis probably a part of what. has been brought from. Afr 
ca. The Americans praétifed a manceuvre, which credits their 
underilanding. Vhey tent out a quantity of Wew-En oland rum, 
which was exchanged for a fiery commodity of a di ferent quali- 
ty, fo frecefstully as not to leave am ounce for fale im any of the 
Britifh forts on the African coaft. 

The general having obtained pleafing accounts from Canada, 
being affured that Heiter Indians nor Canadians could be pre- 
v acy upon to att againit the Americans, and knowing there was. 
a defign of penetrat ing into that province by Lake Champlain, 
concerted the ae of detaching a body of troops from head quar-. 
ters, through the province of ‘Mein, acrofs the country to Que- 
Hee, He communicated the fame to ge 1eFal Schuyler, who ap- 
proving it, all things were got in readinefs, The COrps was to 
be Commanded by colonel Arnold, aided 1 by colonels Chriftopher 
Green and Roger Enos, and majors Meigs and Bigelow ; and was. 
to confilt of ten cor mpamies of mufket men, and three companies. 
of rifle-men, amounting to eleven tindeed 2 ; 

[ Sept. 19.| In the evening the detachment. rilrehed front 
eambaade for Newbury port, where, fix days after, they ems 
barked en board ten tranfports, bound to Kennebec, fifty leagues 
diftant. [ Sept. 20.| They entered the mouth of the Kennebec, 

in the morning, and favored with the wind and tide, proceeded. 
up to Gardner’ s-town. | It was only fourteen days from firft giv= 
ing orders for building 200 batteatis, for collect ung provifions, : 
and for dranghting the 1106 men, to their reaching this place —_ 
Such was the difpatch! 

[Sept. e2.] The troops embarked on board the battediny, and 
procee eded to Fort Weftern, on the eaft fide of the river. From 
thence, captain Mozgan, with three companies of rifle-men, 
was fent forward by water, [Sept. 25.] with orders to get on to” 
the ae carrying place in the moft expeditious manner, and to. 

clear the road, while the other divifions came up. The fecond 
divifion embarked the next day, and the third the day after. As 
they advanced up the river, the flream grew. very ss a and the 
bottom and fhores were rocky. [ Sept. 2 29.| By eleven tn the. 
morning, major Meigs with thethird divifion, arrived at Fort 
Halifax, ftanding on a point of land between the rivers Kenne-. 
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_ bec ad Sebafticook. In their progrefs up the river, they met 


wih two carrying-places, over which they were obliged to carry 
there 
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their batteaus, baggage, and every other article, till they came 
again to a part of the river which was navigable, and no longer 
obitruéted by water-falls, rapids, rocks or other encumbrances, 
as was that which they avoided. [OQ&. 3.] . They got to Nor- 
ridgewalk, where the major’s curiolity was entertained, by the 
fight of a child 14 months, old, the firll white one born in the 
place. After croffing over more carrying-places, he and his men 
encamped at ihe great catrying-place, [Of 10.] which was 
twelve miles and a ‘half acrofs, including three ponds that they 
were obliged to pafs. Thefe ponds had plenty of trout Two days 
after colonel Enos arrived at the fame place with the 4th divifion 
of the army, confilling of three companies of mufket men. [ Oct, 
13.| Colonel Arnold, meeting with an Indian, wrote to general 
Schuyler, and inclofed his letter to a friend in Quebec. “Though 
he had no knowledge of the Indian, he venturoully intrafted the 
packet with him, to be carried and delivered according to order, 
‘This flrange confidence’ may ruin his expedition, belide involv- 
ing his friend in great trouble. [O&. 15.] The provifion was fo 
reduced, that the men were put.to allowance, 3-4 lb. of pork and 
3-4 1b. of flour a day for each. The next day they reached Dead 
river. Colonel Enos having got up with his divifion, in about 
three days, was ordered to fend. back the fick, and thofe that 


foe 


could not, be furnifhed with provifion ; but, contrary to colonel , 


Arnold’s expeétation, returned to Cambridge with his whole di- 
vifion, a few days after. Major Mcigs received orders to pufh 
on, with his divifion, |O&.19.] for Chandiere head, with the 
greateft expedition. But they proceeded very flowly by reafon 
of falls, carrying-places and bad weather. Their courie was only 
three miles. [Oct. 22.] The rains made the river rife, the pre. 
ceding night, 11 fome parts, eight feet perpendicular ; and in 
many places it overflowed its banks, and rendered it very difficult 
for the men on fhore to march. The next day the flream was 
fo rapid, that, in pafling it, five or fix batteans filled and overfet, 
by which they loft feveral barrels of provifions, anumber of guns, 
clothes, and other articles. Such was the rapidity of the ilream, 
and interruptions by carrying-places, that it was with much fa. 


tigue they got on one and twenty miles within the three follow- 


ing days. ‘To their great fatisfattion they reached the carrying. 
place, [O&. 27.] which lies acrofs the height of land that runs 
through the colonies to Georgia, and on the further fide of which 
the ftreams run the reverfe of the rivers they had afcended, They 
croffed the heights to Chaudiere river, and continued their march 
by land to Quebec. [Nov. 1.| The marching through the woods 
was extremely bad. Major Meigs paffed a number of foldiers, 
who had no proyifions, and fome of whom were fick. It was 
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not in his power to help or relieve them. But one or two dogs 
were killed, which the diftreffed foldiers eat with a relifhing ap, 
petite, without fparing cither feet or {kin. A few eat their car- 
touch-boxes, breeches and fhoes, being feveral days without pro- 
vilion. ‘The major and his men marched on upon the banks of 
the Chaudiere, | Nov. 3.| and at twelve o’clock met with fup- 
plies, to the inexprefhble joy of the foldiers, who were near. 
ftarving. Colonel Arnold, with a final] party, made a forced 
march, and returned with provifions purchafed of the inhabitants, 
on which the hunger-bitten adventurers made a voracious meal. 


i Nov. 4.| The next day at eleven, major Meigs and his men ar- 
rived at a French houfe, and were hofpitably treated. It was the 
tir{t houfe he had feen for 314 days, having been all that time in 
a rough, barren, and‘uninhabited wildernefs, where he never 
faw a human being except thofe belonging to.the detachment. He 
and “his party were immediately fupplied with freth beef, fowls, 
butter, pheafants and vegetables, at this fettkement called. Serti- 
gen, 25 leagues from Quebec. They were kindly entertained 
syhile marching down the country. When colonel Arnold got 
within two leagues and a half of Point Levi, [ Nov. 8.]| he wrote. 
io general Montgomery, that as he had received no an{wer either 
from general Schuyler or his friend, he made no doubt but that 
the Indian had betrayed his truft: and that he was confirmed in 
it upon finding that the inhabitants of Quebec had been fome 


tmme apprized of his coming, and had deftroyed all the canoes at 
Point Levi, to prevent the detachments from pafling over. The 
faét was, the Indian, inflead of delivering the packet as direéted, 
carried it to the lieutenant-governor, who, on reading the let- 
ters, fecured Mr. Mercier the merchant, and began immediately 
to put the city in the beft fate of defence he ebuld ; whereas be-_ 
tore it was wholly defencelefs, and might eafily have been carried 
by furpnife. [Nov. 9.| Colonel Arnold arrived.at Point Levi, 
where we leave him to remove, if poffible, the embarraf{ments 
snto which his own imprudence has brought him by needlefsly 
truiting an unknown Indian with difpatches of the utmoft confe- 
quence. The detachment fuffered hardfhips, beyond what can 
well be conceived of, in the courfe of the expedition. he men 
had to haul their batteaus up over falls, up rapid flreams, over 
carrying-places ; and to march through morafles, thick woods, 
and over mountains, for about 320 miles. In many places they 
had to pafs over the ground and the mountains feveral times, as - 
without it they muft have left much, of their baggage behind, and 
have failed in the enterprife. ‘They loft all their powder, except 
what was in cartridges and horns, while penetrating through the 
woods, Buty. hat proved the greatefl trial to them, was the ftarv-— 
: ing 
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ing condition to which they were reduced, when approaching the 
end of their tedious and diftreffing march, The pork being gone, 
they had for four days, only half a pound of flour a day for each 
man, Their whole ftore was then divided, which yielded about 
four pints of flour per man— a {mall allowance for men near a 
hundred miles from any habitation or profpect of fupply. It was 
ufed fparingly ; but feveral when they had baked and eaten their 
laft morfel, difcovered to their great confufion, that they had. 
thirty miles to travel before they could expect the leaft mouthful 
more. But their dread of confequences was foon removed, by 
the unexpe€ed return of colonel Arnold with cattle. ‘The foldi. 
ers exercifed the greatelt fortitude and patience under the diffi. 
culties and fufferings that occurred ; and when again in the midik 
of plenty, and an eafy fituation, foon lolt all painful remembrance 
of what had happened, and gloried in having accomplithed, by 
their indefatigable zeal and induftry, an undertaking above the. 
common race of men in this debauched age. Let us attend to 
colonel Enos. His return to camp excited both aftonilhment and 
indignation. [Dec.1.] A court-martial was ordered to fit upon 
him; when it appeared, that he had but three days provition, and 
was about one hundred miles from the Enelifn fettlements; that 
a council of war was called, which agreed upon the return of 
the colonel’s whole divifion, and that he was for going on with- 
out, but that it was oppofed. It was the unanimnous opinion of 
the court, that colonel Enos was under a neceflity of returning ; 
and he has been acquitted with honor. A number of officers of 
the beft charafter are fully fatisfied, and perfuaded that his con. 
duét deferves applaufe rather than cenfure. Had he not return- 


ed, his whole divifion muift have been ftarved. 


We muft now refume the account of the military tranfactions 
in the Maffachufetts, from the period of colonel Arnold’s leaving 
the camp. | 

The Americans, that they might equal in fome meafure the 
Britith, have built fome floating batteries with a deck, to -fecure 
the people on board from fuffering by mufketry. General 
Wathington perceiving that the expence of fupporting the ar- 
my will by far exceed any idea formed of it in congrefs,. 1s 
alarmed at the apprehenfion of confequences, and moft earneitly 
withes for {uch a termination of the campaign, as may make the _ 
army no longer neceflary. The want of powder has fubfided in 
part. Salt-petre is made in every colony. Powder-mills have 
been ereéted at Philadelphia and New-York. Not only fo, but 
upward of a hundred barrels of powder have been taken out of 
the magazine at Bermuda, as {uppofed by a floop from Philadel- 
phia, anda fchooner from Carolina, It was eafily accomplifhed 
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from the magazine’s being fituated far diflant from the towa, 
without any dwelling houte in the vicinity. Some of the inhabitants 
were probably concerned in the tranfattion. It might be con: 
netted with the addrefs of the deputies from the diferent. parifh- 
es of Bermuda prefented to congreis in July, and might influ. 
ence the fubfequent refolve of congrefs in November, “ That 
the inhabitants of Bermuda appear friendly to the caufe of Ame- 


rica, and ought to be fupplied with fuch a quantity of the ees 
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duce of thefe colonies, as may be neceffary for their fubfiitence 
and home confumption,” . care. 
ee The peridy of Dr. Church. has been at length de- 
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teéted by the difcovery of a traiterous corref{pondence with a Bri- 


tifh officer in Bofton. He had intrufted a letter in eypher with 


his kept miftrefs, to be forwarded; which bemg found upon her, 


ihe was taken and carried to head quarters. ‘The Doétor not be- 


ing fufpeéied, had an opportunity of {peaking to her, fo that fhe 
would not difcover the writer, till terrified into it by the fever- 
eft threats. The general was fhocked at the difcovery, and talk- 
ed with the doéior upon the bafenefs of his condu@. , The 
marks of guilt were apparent. The do€tor was confounded, and 
never attempted to vindicate limfelf. He was immediately fe- 
cured. Since the letter has been decyphered, and the doc- 
tor has had opportunity of recoilecting himfelf, he has plead- 
ed that his intentions were not criminal; admitting his plea, fo 
srofs a piece of flupidity in fo fenfible a man is quite a prodigy, 


But this plea was invalidated, though not by the contents of the. 
letter, which ferved mainly to point out the neceffity of a {peedy 


accommodation; yet by the marks of guilt he difcovered in the 
preience of the general, and in his attempt to conceal the writer, 
inflead of declaring at once who he was, what was his defign, 
and what he had written. The doétor being a repreientative 
was, on the 27th of O&ober, examined at the bar of the houfe, 
He endeavoured to evade the cenfure of the houfe, by infifting, 
that as the affair would be before another court where the mat- 
‘er muft have a final iffue, fhould the houfe proceed to expel him 
it would have a fatal effe€t whenever a final judgement was to be 
given on his condu@, _ He made the moft folemn appeal to hea- 


ven, that the letter was written with the defizn of procuring. 


fome important intelligence. He obferved, that there was not a 
{ingle paragraph in it, which contained information that could hurt 
the Americans ; and thatthe exaggerated accounts of their force, 
itrength and unanimity, tended to difhearten the enemy, and 
keep them quiet, at a time when the Americans were poorly able 
to have withftood a vigorous attack. It is impoflible to write all 
he faid, but if the force of rhetoric and the powers of language i 


one 


‘it 
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if the moft pathetic arts of perfuafion, enforced by all the inge- 
nuity, fenfe, and fpirit of the doétor, could have made him in- 
nocent, he would have appeared {potlefs as an angel of light.— 
The houfe however expelled him as guilty; aud congrefs after- 
wardrefolved, “ That he be clofe confined in fome fecure jail 
in Conneéticut, without the ufe of pen, ink and paper, and 
that no perfon be allowed to converfe with him, except in the 
prefence and hearing of a magiilrate or the fheriff of the 
county.” : 

The time for which the continental foldiers were engaged to 
ferve, was haftening to aclofe; the evil cf a very fhort inliltment 
was felt; it wastherefore unanimoulfly agreed at a council of war, 
| O&. 8.] that the men to be ratfed for the future army, fhould 
be engaged to the firft of December 1776, but be diicharged 
fooner if neceffary. Hopes fill remain, that an accommodation 
may poflibly take place. -) ere : ) 

{ O&ober 10.| General Gage failed for Great-Britain, leav- 
ing feveral thoufand of the inhabitants of the town in want of 
bread and every neceffary of life. Before his departure, he was 
addreffed by his majefty’s mandamus council; by a number of 
gentlemen and principal inhabitants of the town ; and by fuch 
as were driven from their habitations in the country to Bofton, 
amounting to no more than feventy-fix, a fmall number confi- 
dering the extent and populoufnels of the colony, and that ma- 
ny of them would not pafs for gentlemen in Great-Britain. The 
command of the army devolved of courfe'upon general Howe,, 
who iffued one proclamation, condemning to military execution 
fuch inhabitants as attempt to quit the town without a written 


licence, if detefted and taken; if they efcape, they are to. be 


proceeded againft as traitors, and their effetts are to be forfeited > 
and another, declaring that if fuch as are permitted to depart, at- 
tempt carrying away more than five pounds in fpecie, to which 
fum. they have been reftrained for fome time paft, they fhall 
forfeit the whole fum difcovered, befide fuffering fine and im- 
prifonment. ‘4 3 
Congrefs having intimated to general Wafhington, that an at- 

tack upon Bofton was. much defired, a council of war was cal-’ 
Jed, [ O&ober 18. | but unanimouilly agreed that it was not expe~, 
dient, at leaft, for the prefent. On the fame day captain Mowat, 
deftroyed 199 houfes, and 278 flores and other buildings, the 


far greateft and beft part of the town of Falmouth in the 


northern part of the Maffachufetts. The inhabitants, in com- 
pliance with a refolve of the provincial congrefs to prevent tories 
carrying out their effetts, gave fome violent obftruétion to the 
loading of a matt fhip, which drew upon them the ta 
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of the admiral. Captain Mowat was difpatched in the Can- 
ceaux of fixteen guns, with an armed large fhip, {chooner and 
floop. After anchoring toward the evening of the feventeenth, 
within gun fhot, he fent a letter on fhore, giving them two hours 
for the removal of their families, as he had orders to fire the 
town, they having been guilty of the moft unpardonable rebelli- 
on. A committee of three gentlemen went on board, to learn 
the particular reafons for fuch orders; He anfwered, that his 
orders were to fet on fire all the fea-ports between Bofton and 
Halifax ; but agreed to {pare the town till nine o’clock the next 
morning, would they confent to fend him off eight {mall arms ; 
which was immediately done. The next morning the commit- 
tee applied afrefh ; he concluded to {pare the fown till he could 
hear from the admiral, in cafe they would fend him off four car- 
riage guns, deliver up all their arms, ammunition, &c. and four 
gentlemen of the town as hoftages. That not being complied 
with, about half paft nine he began to fire from the four armed 
veffels, and continued it till after dark. With fhells and car- 
cafes, and about thirty marines whom he landed, he fet the town 
on fire in feveral places. About a hundred of the worft houfes 
efcaped deftruétion, but futfered damage. The inhabitants got 
out avery confiderable part of their furniture, and had not a 
perfon killed or wounded, though the veffels fired into the town 
about three thoufand fhot, befide bonihs and carcafes: General 
Lee reprobates their cowardice, in admitting fuch a paltry party 
to Jand with impunity, and fet their town in flames; when they 
had at leaft two hundred fighting men, and powder enough for 
abattle. In the private letter, wherein he expreffed thefe fenti. 
ments, he made no mention of the failors being repulfed with 
the lofs of a few men ; though this might happen in the clofe of 
the day, and give occafion for its being related by others. The 
burning of Falmouth-fpread an alarm upon the fea coaft, but 
produced no difpofition to fubmit to the power and mercy of 
the armed Britifh agents. The people in common chofe rather 
to abandon the fea-ports that could not be defended, than quit 
their country’s caufe ; and therefore removed back, with their 
@ffeéts to a fafe diftance. | | 

The congrefs, the latter end of September, concluded upon 
fending a committee of three members to confer with general 
Wafhington and the governor of Conneéticut, the lieutenant 
governor of Rhode-I{land, the council of Maflachufetts, and 


_ the prefident of the convention of New-Hampfhire and others, 


touching the moft effeCtual method of continuing, fupporting and _ 
regulating a continental army. They met and agreed on the 
meafures to be purfued. Dr. Franklin being one of the come 
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mittee, the Maffachufetts general court embraced that opportu- 
hity [O&. 23.] of ordering the treafurer to pay him 18541. fler- 
ling, in full for his late fervices as agent, from O€tober 21, 1770, 
to March 1,.1775. You may recolleét that goyernor Hutchin- 
fon always refufed figning the grants made him by the houfe of 
affembly. The do€tor might have liked {pecie at the time fuch 
grants Were made, better. than the prefent paper money; but his 
forefight will undoubtedly transform the latter mto fome folid 
fubftance : hé had to pay 1001. of it back into the hands of a 
committee, appointed to wait upon him within a day or two, 
being the amount of a fum fent by feveral perfons from England, 
for the relief of thofe Americans who were wounded in the bat- 
tle of Lexington, and of the widows and children of thofe who 
Webesthen cade oma S81. coher rage onl | 
_ [O&ober27.| The old fouth meeting-houfe, a large hand- 
fome brick building, well fitted up without and within, was ta- 
ken poffeffion of and deftined for a horfe riding fchool, and the 
fervice of the light dragoons. It is faid and believed, that an 
offer was made of building a complete riding {chool for lefs 
money than it would coft to remove the pews ard the fide gal- 
eries (the front remains for the accommodation of tea-compa- 
ny and others) and to makéa proper flooring for the horfe. In 
clearing every thing away, a beautiful ee pew, with filk fur- 
niture, formerly belonging to a decealed gentleman in high ei- 
timation, was taken down and carried to. Mr. John Amory’s 
‘houfe, by the order of an officer, who applied the carved work. 
to the ereéting 6f a hogity. Had the meeting-houfe and its con- 
tents been honored with epifcopal confecration, thefe proceed- 
ings would be deemed by multitudes profane and facrilegious.— 
‘But they, ‘who in the prefent day hold not with the holinefs of 
any Builds will cenfure the infults offered: profeflors of what- 
‘ever denomination, by neednefsly demolifhing their places of 
‘worfhip, or configning them to defpicable and filthy ufes. When 
‘Roman virtue and patriotif{m were at their heiglit, the Roman 
officers would not allow the religion or temples of the perfons 
with whom they fought to be intulted and profaned. They were 
more politic than to exalperate men into a ferocious courage for 
‘the defence of their altars. But too many of the prefent Britith 
officers act as though they owed a {pite to all the mecting-houfes 
of the Prefbyterians, by which common name they fligmatize 
thofe who diffent from the church of England, without reflect- 
ing that it is no ftigma in Scotland, but the reverfe. 

The fouthern colonies, in confequence of accounts tran{mitted 
to them from the camp, begin to entertain prejudices with ref{pect 
to the troops ratfed inthe Maffachufetts, They ought to allow 
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for the precipitation with which the army was neceflarily colleét. ° 
ed. General Thomas declared, [O&. 24.] that the regiments 
at Roxbury were equal, as to the privates, to any with whom he 
ferved the laft war, and many of them have proved themfelves 
brave. ‘The greateft part of the officers are unexperienced, and 


in genefal unqualified, being ftrangers to fubordination, which | 


Was not unexpected to the general, as they were chofen by their 
privates. He complained of many of the fouthern riflemen, that 
they often deferted to the enemy, were mutinous, repugnant to 
all kind of duty, ard fo exceedingly vicious, that the army would 


be as well without them ; but fpake with fatisfaftion of their of.» 


ficers. tis a mortifying truth, that fome of the Maffachufetts 
officers difgrace the colony, by praétifing the meaneft arts of 
peculation.. Every fubtulty that avarice can invent or rafcahty 
carry on, are ufed to cheat the public by men’ who procured - 
commiffions, not to fight for the liberty of their country, but 
to prey upon its diftreffes: The army about to be inlifted will 
undoubtedly be better officered. fe as ea 
Gentlemen, ladies and others, from neighbouring and diftant 
‘colonies, attracted by curiofity, have vifited the American troops, 
and animated them by their prefence. A number of Indian 
chiefs have alfo been down, that they might fee and judge for 
‘themfelves, how far the reports propagated among aBit were 
true or falfe. "They were treated at head quarters, and ‘by dif- 
ferent officers, with much refpeét. One evening they enter- 
tained the general and others with a war dance, if that may be 


‘called an entertainment, wherein the motions and a@tions of the” 


dancers were calculated to alarm and terrify thofe who were not 
acquainted with fuch fights. They were pleafant and agreeable 
company. ‘Two of them had their {quaws or wives with them : 
who were well looking women, allowing for their dark complex- 
ion : one of them was much dejected, having lately loft her. apoos 
or child. When the Indians danced in company with the £ meri- 
can gentlemen and ladies, both men and women kept time with 
far greater exaétnefs than the others. They went off upon their 
return, fully fatisfied with the treatment they had received ; and 
it is hoped will carry back thofe accounts which will keep their 
Lpespeat coiiers ups Set tigen | aera ae ig Pecan 
_ Many of the Americans have fickened and died of the dyfen- 
tery, brought upon them, in a great meafure, through an inat- 
tention to cleanlinefs. “When at home, their female relations 
put them upon wafhing their hands and faces, and keeping them- 
felves neat and clean: but being abfent from fuch monitors, 
through an indolent heedlefs turn of mind, they haye Se 
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the means of health, have grown filthy, and poifoned their con- 
flitutions by naltinels. | | 
|, . The weather fet in very cold, and the foldiers 
led for want of wood. The building of barracks had 
been delayed too long ; and they were not in fufficient forward- 
nels to admit and accommodate all the troops. Several regiments 
were obligedito keep the field ; and fome in a bleak pofition on 
the brow of hills, where it was difficult to drag up the wood 
with which they could be fupplied. It is mortifying to reflect 
how thefe fupplies have been reduced by fhort meature. But 
many perfons think it no harm.n this. way to cheat the united 
colonies, and to deliver alefs quantity than they are paid for. 

[ Nov. 9. | Several companies of the Britifh regulars palled 
over from Charleftown to Phipp’s farm, and kept poffetlion of 
the ground for near an hour before they could be obttructed, 
owing to ahigh tide, that prevented the Americans crofiing the 
caufeway, which was overflowed, During this period they were 
employed in fhooting cattle with the defign of carrying them off. 
At length a battalion of riflemen, under colonel Thomfon, took 
to the water, when up te their middles, and a quarter of a mile 
acrofs ; at their approach the Britifh haftened to their boats.— 
The Charleftown forts, onein Bofton and a frigate, kept upa warm 
fire upon the Americans the whole time, killed them one man 
and wounded three. The Britifh have provided for the fecurity 
of Charleftown, by the ereétion of a {trong citadel on Bunker’s 
hill, with convenient barracks for the garrifon. [| Nov. 16.] 


Such was the diftrefs of the inhabitants in Boflon, that fences, 


trees, houfes, &c. were taken down and carried off for fuel : 


beef, mutton and pork, were 1s. 1 1-2d. fterling per lb. geele. 


half a guinea a piece, and fowls five fhillings. At the {carceft 

feafon half a guinea was given for a dozen of common eggs. 
General Walhington, defirous of improving the troops to the 
utmoft, ere the army was weakened by the return of the Con- 
neéticut ones to their own colony, refolved upon fecuring Cob- 
ble, or Miller’s-hill, about halfa mile in a direét line from the 
enemy's works on Bunker’s-hill, and at a like diftance from the 
fhipping at Weft Bofton. About 1000 men broke ground on the 
hill, (Nov. 22. | without having a fingle cannon fired at them. They 
went on intrenching and planting feveral 9, 18, and 24 pound- 
ers, till they made themfelves fecure. General Howe does not 
feem fo fond of cannonading as was general Gage. , | O€. 24. | 
To leffen the demand for provifion, he ordered a tran{port {hip 
to carry about 4oo of the inhabitants out of the town to Point 
Shirley, to be taken care of by the country. Ten days after, he fent 
gut 300 more. ‘The perfons thus fent out were not thought ‘a 
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‘be wholly free from the {mall-pox ; and it was fufpedled that 
there might, be a defign of {preading that diforder_ 
American troops, which induced the Maffachufetts aflembly to. 
1efolve upon meafures for preventing fuch an eve | 
‘The Maflachufetts affembly refolved, Odo! 
fit out armed veffels: which proving a fuffici 
for individuals to apply themfelves to that bufinefs, and fome be- 
ing in proper forwardnefs, an att was paffed in November for 
granting letters of marque and reprifal, and the eltablifhment of 


he ninth, to 
couragement 


courts ofadmiralty. ‘The declared intention of the a€ was for 


the defence of the American ‘coaft, and the condemnation of 
thofe vefiels only which fhould be proved to be the property of, 


“orin any wife employed, by the enemies of the united colonies 
- ap Ny > yy. : Peel ? 3 


or for fupplying faid enemies. The Lee privateer, captain Man.’ 
ly, belonging to Marblehead, was foon at fea, and took the brig’ 
Nancy, [| Nov. 29.] an ordnance {hip from Woolwich, contain- 


ing befide a large brafs mortar upon a new conftruction, feveral 
pieces of fine brafs cannon, a larce quantity of {mall arms and — 


ammunition, with all manner of tools, utenfils and machines,’ 
necellary for camps and artillery, in the greateft abundance. Ge.’ 


neral Wafhington. but thirteen days before wrote, “Iam in’ 
D § > c y ) age 


very great want of powder, lead, mortars, indeed of moft forts 
of military florés.” Had congrefs fent an order for articles 


molt wanted, ikey could not have made a more fatisfa€tory in. 


voice. The mortar is now at Cambridge, in the park of ‘arti.’ 
lery 3 is named the Congre/s, and is much admired for its fize by 
every {pectator, whether acquainted or not with the ufes ‘for 
{hip from Briflol with flour for Bolton, having parted with her 
convoy, was decoyed into Port{mouith in New-Hampbthire, and 
fecured for the benefit of the Americans. | 5 
~ (Dec. 3.) Three thips from London, Glafgow, ‘and Liver- 
pool, with various flores for the army, and a brig from Antigua 
with rum, were taken in. the bay by captain Manly, by whale 


boats, &c. A number of men in whale boats can overpower | 


unarmed veffels, and carry them offinto fecure harbours. Thefe. 


and the priyatéers captured feveral more ftore fhips’ before five 


days were ended: Aniong the privateers were fome continental 


ones, for general Wathington fitted out a few armed yellels, 
which has met with the approbation of congrefs.  Fhefe repeat. 
ed and confidérable captures have increafed the diftrefs of the 
troops and people in Bofton, and furnifhed the continental army 
with many ‘valuable ‘articles. But though the fuccef$ of the 
“Americans upon the watery element‘has been matter‘of joy and 
triumph, their'affatrs upon land do not anfwer the wifhes o£ the 


genuine, 


- er by different perfons, who harrangued them upon the occafion, 


tis true, ‘they had fuffered greatly through the intenfenefs of 


brought on a cannonade from the batteries of Charleftown and 


ae 
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genuine patriots. On the firft of the month the inliftment of 
the Conneéticut troops expired. They were urged to tarry long- 


A few hundreds were prevailed upon to continue ; but the main 
body marched off, leaving the army in too weak a condition. 


the cold, and the want of fuel, with which they ought to have 
been more faithfully and punctually fupplied, The Maffachu- 
fetts and New-Hampfhire men complete their term, the firft of Ja- 
nuary ; andthe inliftment of the new army goes on very heavi- 
ly. There is a general relu€tance among the foldiers to inlifting 
afrefh. The Maffachufetts people fhow as much backwardneis 
as the others. In fhort, they expeft to be hired, and that at a 
very high price, to defend their own liberties ; and choofe to be 
flaves unlefs they can be bribed to be freemen. Quad factt hbera 
tas, cum fola pecunia regnat ? How muft it afflict general Wath- 
ington to obferve in the prefent crifis, fo little of that patriotic’ 
{pirit, which he was taught to believe was the chara€teriftic of 
the Maffachufetts people ; and on which he relied greatly for 
fupport. While burdened with an apprehenfion that he might 
poflibly be deferted, he could recollect the feverity of the feafon, 
and the diftreffes of his fellow creatures at a diltance, and wrote 
to the gentleman with whom he had intrufted the management 
of his concerns at Mount Vernon,-“* Let the hofpitality of the 
houfe be kept up with refpect to the poor. Let no one go hun- 
gry away. If any of this kind of people fhould be in want of 
corn, fupply their necefflities, provided it does not encourage 
them inidlenefs. I have no objection to your giving my money 
in charity, when you think it will be well beftowed. I mean, 
it is my defire that it fhould be done. You are to confider, that 
neither myfelf or wife are now in the way to do thele good 
offices.” | 

[Dec. 11.] About 2000 militia arrived in camp, and 3000 
more were expected every hour, making in the whole the num- 
ber required by the general to fupply the deficiency of the conti- 
nental regiments. ‘Ihe American army being by this mean fuf- 
ficiently firengthened, carried their approaches to within half a 
mile of Bofton, and broke ground at Lechmere’s point, which 


Barton’s point, that continued for four days, without obliging 
them to defift. Their labor was hard, owing to the ground’s 
being fo frozen; but they perfevered till they had perfected their 
defign. . 
| pice! 25.| Some perfons have been fo curious as to note 
the number of men killed by the firings of the enemy on Cam- 
ae | le : bridge 
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bridge fide of the American lines, and on the Roxbury, as alfo,. 

the number and nature of their firings. The account dtands tines 
** From the burning of Charleftown down to this day, the enemy, 
have fired upward of 2000 fhot and fhells, an equal number of 
24 pounders with any other fort. They threw more than 300 


bombs at Plowed-hill, and 100 at Lechmere’s point. By the 


whole firing on Cambridge fide, they killed only feven, and on, . 


Roxbury fide five, juft a dozen.” 

Let me now give you the foll llowing anecdote. ene Whit- 
comb ‘of. Lancafter, (who was a member .of the Maffachufetts. 
affembly till the prefent conteft, had ferved in former. wars, and. 
been in different engagements) has ferved as a colonel in the 
American army ; but on account of his age was left out upon the 
late new regulation. His men highly. refented, it, and declared. 
they wate ¢ not inlift again, after their time was out. The colos 
nel told them, he did not AAnbt there were fulficient reafons for. 
the regulation, and he was fatisfied with it; he then blamed. them 
for their conduét, and. {aid he would inlet as a private. . A co- 
lone’ Brewer Lace of it, and offered to refign i in favor of colonel, 


Whitcomb. The whole coming to general Wathington’ S €ars,; 


he has allowed of colonel Brewer’s refignation in tolvual Whit, 
comb’s favor, appointed the former barrack-mafter, till he can 
further promote him, and acquainted the army swith, the whole, 
affair in general | Sidére: This. terminates the narrative of the. 
military and naval tranfaétions within the Maffachufetts ; little 
remains to be mentioned of the civil. The great call thers was 
for falt-petre, put the houfe of aflembly upon refolving [O&t. 32.) 
to pay a bounty of three fhillings fterling in paper currency per 
jb. for all that fhaJl be manufactured before the firft of next: 
June, befide two fhillings and three- -pence per Ib. purchafe mo- 
ney. The affembly was far from giving fatisfaction to general. 
Lee, who about the middle of November, pronounced them be-, 
numbed i in a fixed flate of torpitude, without the fymptoms of 
animation, unlefs an apprehenfion of rendering themfelves un- 
popular among their particular conflituents, by any aét of vigor 
for the public fervice, deferved the name of animation, He 
charged them with ipoamitant and timid conduét; and afcribed 
itto their torpor, narrow politics, or call it what you will, that 
the army had been reduced to very great diftr efs. a here was 


however, about the beginning of December, an a€t paffed for , 


emitting bills of credit to the amount of more than 50,0001. fter-. 


ling, with a pretty device on the back, viz. an American with — 


a fword in his right hand, with the following infcription fulpend: 
ed therefrom, “* Enfe petit placudam Jub hibertate quietem;’. and 
from hus left hand * Magna Charta ;” and round the figure ihefe. 

4 words, 
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words, “ Iffued in defence of American liberty.” ‘The affembly 
alfo gave orders relating to wood (Dec. 26.) that fo the great 
diltreifes of the army on that head might be removed. 
New-Hampfhire colony has prefented us with a novelty, which 
the politicians will apply to the purpofe of promoting indepen- 
dency.. By fome dextrous, or. rather finifter management, in- 
ftruétions were delivered to the New-Hampthire delegates at the 
continental congrefs containing thefe expreflions, ‘* we would 
have you immediately ufe your utmoft endeavours to obtain the 
advice and direétion of the congrefs, with refpect to a method 
for our adminifteringjuftice and regulating our civil police. We 
prefs you not to delay this matter, as its being done {peedily will 
probably prevent the greateft confufion among us.” ‘They were 
laid before congrefs O€tober the eighteenth, and proved a fine 
opening for thofe individual delegates, who were looking for- 
ward to a feparation from Great-Britain, to introduce an en- 
tering wedge wherewith to divide the empire. Even'thele very 
inftru€tions might be defignedly obtained by confidential letters 
written to trully deputies in the New-Hampthire convention, by 
‘certain “delegates in the general congrefs. ‘The firft ftep to be 
taken by fuch was, to procure, in fome one colony, the efta- 
blifhment of a new form of government, in which the people at 
large fhould have a leading influence, ‘that fo their attachments 
and efforts might be fecured in fupport of the fame. ‘The ir- 
habitants of adjoining colonies would foon be eager to enjoy 
‘the like power and importance, which would pave the way for 
their infifting alfo upon a change. Thefe changes being once 
effefted, the parties will then have gone too far to retreat, and 


“muft feek their fecurity in independence. The {cheme met with 


oppofition, and the New-Hamplhire delegates ufed unwearied im- 
portunity, both within doors and without, before they obtained the 
recommendation they were after. At length the report of the 
committee was taken into confideration, and it was refolved 
‘by congrefs, [ Nov. .| “* That it be recommended to the pro- 
vincial convention of New-Hampfhire, to call a full and free re- 
‘prefentation of the people, and that the faid reprefentatives, if 
‘they think it neceffary, eftablifh fuch a form of government, as 
‘in their judgment will beft produce the happinefs of the people, 
ana mott effe€tually fecure the peace and good order in the pro- 
vince, during the continuance of the prefent difpute between 
‘Great-Britain and the colonies.” The vote was far from being 
‘unanimous ; and, in order to make it pafs, was qualified with a 
‘feeming defire of an accommodation with Britain, and of refto- 
‘ration by that mean to the old form of government. ‘The pro- 
“vincial convention, without waiting for the arrvial ofthe recom- 
ote mendation, 
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mendation; appointed a committee to report a mode of reprefen- 
t. tion; which being laid before them, [Nov. 14.] they agreed that 
pecepts be fent to elect perfons to reprefent the towns, &c. in 
congrefs, to meet at Exeter on the twenty-fril of December, and 
to be empowered to profecute fuch meéafures as they may deem 
neceilary for the public good, during the term of one year, un- 
lefs they fee fit to dillolve themfelves fooner. And in cafe there 
fhould be a recommendation from the continental congrefs for 
this colony to aflume a government, ina way that will require a 
houfe of reprefentatives, that the faid congrefs of this colony be 
empowered to refolve themfelves into {uch a houfe as may be re- 
commended, and remain fuch for the aforefaid term of one year.” 
The provincial congrefs met agreeable to the receipts, and after 
a while voted, “ That congreis will at any time take up civil go- 
vernment, to continue during the prefent coniteft with Great- 
Britain; and refolve themfelves into a houfe of reprefentativesy 
and then choofe a council to continue one year from the itwenty- 
firft of December.” mere ae cin 34 oe Mi 

The continental congrefs having difpatched the New-Hamp- 
hire cafe, immediately took into confideration the flate of South- 
Carolina, and appointed a committee to confider a number of 
papers relative thereio, and to report what in their opinion was 
neceflary to be done. What this opinion would be was eafily 
forefeen from Mefirs. Chafe and Samuel Adams _ being of the 
committee. The report was brought in the next day, | Nov. 4.] 
and it was refolved, “ That for the defence of South- Carolina, 
there be kept up in that colony, at the continental expence, threé 
battalions of foot :—That if the convention, or council of fafety 
fhall think it expedient, for the fecurity of the colony, to feize 
or deftroy any fhip or veffel of war, this congrefs will approve 
_of fuch proceeding :—That Charleftown ought to be defended 
again{t any attempts to take poffeffion thereof by the enemies of 
America ; and that the convention or council of fafety ought to 
“proceed immediately to ereét fuch fortifications and batteries, as 
will beft conduce to its fecurity :—That if the convention of South- 
Carolina fhall find it neceffary to eftablifh a form of government 
in that colony, it be recommended to that convention to call a 
full and free reprefentation of the people, &c. &c.”’ as to the con- 
vention of New-Hamphhire. a. 

The meafures purfued by lord Dunmore naturally led congrefs. 
to refolve, [Nov. 10.] “‘ That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the flate of the colony of Virginia, to confider what 

-provifions may be neceffary for its defence, and to report the 
dame.” Mr. Samuel Adams was of the number. New informa- 
tion being received before they reported, when they didit, it 
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was in fuch a way that congrefs refolved, [ Dec. 4.| That three 
companies of the Pennfylvania battalion immediately march into 
Northampton county, in Virginia, for the protection of the ailos 
ciation :—That it be recommended tu the inhabitants to refill to 
the utmoft the arbitrary government intended to be eltablithed 
therein.” They then faid, ‘‘ Whereas lord Dunmore by his pro- 
clamation, has declared his intention to exectite martial law, there- 
|| by tearing up the foundatiens of civil autherity and government 
| within the colony; refolved, theréfore, that if the convention of 
| Virginia, &c. &c.” as, to the conventions of New-Hampithite 
and South-Carolina. 

A growing change in the fentiments of congrefs would of courfe 
follow, upen the difpatches received the day before the commii~ 
tee on the flate of Virginia was appointed. Their-agents infor 


m- 
ed’ them, that the American minier told them, fome days after 
the delivery of the petition by the late governor Penn, No an/wer 
ewill be given to it; and that no one perion in authority had, lince 
the arrival of that gentlenian, deigned to propofe a Lingle quelli 
on to him, or to defire the fmalleit information from him. ‘This 
cavalier treatment, of a petition containing proteflions of the 
| greateft loyalty to the king and attachment to the mother coun- 
' try, and couched in termis the moft moderate and humble; and 
of the perfon who was intrufied with it; left no reafonable 
ground for hoping that the prefent difpute could be amicably ad- 
gufled. | 

Having been led, by the New-Hampfhire inftru€tions, to men- 
tion fome of the doings of congrels, let me proceed to relate 
fome others'‘which have been unnoticed. 
| « Congrefs refolved that the new army intended to he before 
| Bofton, (Nov. 4.] confit of 20,372 men, officers included, Be- 
~ fide, it has been recommended to particular colonies to raife bat- 
talions at the éxpence of the continent. Orders have alfo been 
given for fitting out four armed vellels, for thé intercepting of 
{uch tranfports as may be laden with waritke flores and other fup- 
plies for the enemy ; and for the proteCtion and defence of the 
| United Colonies. [Nov.g. | It was agreed, “ That every mem: 
| ber confider himfelf under the ties of virtue, honor and love of his 
‘country, not to divulge, directly or indirefily, any matter or thing 
agitated or debated in congrefs before the fame fhall have been 
determined, without the leave of congrefs ; or any other matter 
| or thing determined in congrefs, which the majority of congrefs 
| {hall order to’ be kept fecret ; and that, if any member fhall vios 
| late this agreement, he fhall be expelled this congrefs, and be 
| deemed an enemy to the liberties of America, and hable to be 
l 
| 


treated as fuch; and that every member fignify his confent to this 
~VoL. I. ont apreement 


oy 
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agreement by figning the fame.” [Nov.10.| They refolved up~ 
on raifing two battalions of marines, to be confidered as part of 
the number of which the continental army before Bofton is to 


confit. . 


[Nov.28.] A committee appointed to take into confideration 
the flate of North-Carolina, made their report, whereupon it was . 
relolved, among other matters, that two minifters of the golpel . 
be applied to, to go immediately among the regulators and high- — 


landers of that colony, for the purpofe of informing them of the 


nature of the prefent difpate between Great-Britain and the co- - 
lonies. Inftead of a fimilar recommendation to what was given, 


to South-Carolina about eftablifhing a form of government, it 


was only recommended to the convention or committee of fafe.- 


ty, in cafe the method of defending the colony by minute-men 


be inadequate to the purpofe, to fubftitute fuch other mode as to 


them fhould appear moit likely to eflect the fecurity of the co- 


lony. 


[ Nov. 29.] Conorefs refolved, that a eonraitee of five be. 


appointed for the fole purpofe of correfponding with their friends. 


in Great-Britain, Ireland and other parts of the world. . Informa-. 


iion being given, that there is a large quantity of powder in the 
iiland of Providence, the fecret committee were ordered to take’ 
meatures for fecuring and bringing away the faid powder. To 


prevent any petition to the king from a particular colony, they — 
declared, [ Dec. 4. | that in the prefent fituation of affairs, it would 


be very dangerous to the liberties and welfare of America, if an 

colony fhould feparately petition the king, or either houfe of par- 
hlament. ‘This declaration is thought to be owing to an appre: 
henfion, that the New- Jerfey aflembly would be drawn in, by the 
art and perfuafion of governor Franklin and his adherents, to’ 
adopt fuch a meafure. Congrefs were certainly alarmed at fome 
difagreeable appearances, for they appointed a committee to con- 
fer with that allembly, immediately after the declaration. [Dec. 6.] 
They agreed to the report of the committee on proclamations. It 
contained many fevere remarks upon the royal proclamation of 
Auguit, for {upprefling rebellion and fedition ; together with 
many pointed queftions defigned to fink it into equal contempt 
with what is experienced at the Royal Exchange, where we have 
heard it was read by one of the lord mayor’s officers, accompa- 
nied only by the common crier, without horfe or mace to grace 
the ceremony, and when finifhed, faluted witha general hifs. To- 
ward the cloie, the report holds forth the following threat ; ‘‘ We, 
in the name of the people of thefe United Colonies, and by au- 
thority, according to the pureft maxims of reprefentation, de- 
~mived irom them, declare, that whatever punifhment halos ae 

fliéte 
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fli€ted upon any perfons in the power of our enemies for favor- 
ing, aiding, or abetting the caufe of American liberty, fhall be 
retaliated in the fame kind and the fame degree upon thofe in our 
ower, who have favored, aided, or abetted, or fhall favor, aid, 
or abet the fyftem of minifterial oppreflion.”’ 
— [Dec. 13.] Congrefs determined upon building five fhips of 
32 guns, five of 28, and three of 24, in all 13; one in New. 
Hampfhire, two in Maffachufetis, one in Conneéticut, two in 
Rhode-Iland, two in New-York, four in Pennfylvania, and one 
in Maryland. [Dec. 20.] They, having taken into confidera- 
tion the difpute between the people of Pennfylvania and Connec- 
ticut on the lands near Wyoming, on the Sufquehannah river, 
recommended that * the contending parties immediately ceale 
all hoftilities ; that all perfons feized and detained on account of 
faid difpute, on either fide, be difmiffed and permitted to go to 
their refpe€tive homes; and that, things beimg put in the fame 
fituation they were before the late unhappy conteft, they conti- 
nue to behave themfelves peaceably, until a legal decifion can be 
had on faid difpute, or congrefs fhall take further order thereon.” 
‘Fhe committee appointed to fit out armed veffels, having pro- 
cured a few, laid before congrefs | Dec. 22. | a lift of the officers 
by them appointed ; and were direfted to give fuch inftruétions 
to the commander of the fleet, Ezekiel Hopkins, efq; touching 
the operations of the fhips under his command, as fhould appear 
to them moft conducive to the defence of the Unite4 Colonies, 
and to the diftrefs of the enemy’s naval forces and veflels.. 
In Canada, Sir Guy Carleton was no fooner acquainted with 


_ the Americans having furprifed Tyconderoga and Crown-point, 


and obtained the command of Lake Champlain, than he planned 
a {cheme for their recovery. The Britifh troops he had with him 
were too few to admit of their being drawn out of garrifon. He 
expected a fupply of Canadians fufficient for his purpofe ; and to 
have the affiftance of the Indians in his intended operations : but 
both failed him. He eftablifhed martial law in the province, that 
he might be able in that way authoritatively to force the people 
to take arms; but they refufed. ‘They had talted the fweets of 
the Englifh mode of government, fince the conqueft of the coun- 
try; and were difgufted (the nobleffe excepted) at the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the French. ‘The Quebec aét was of no ule in exciting 


them agair, ‘t the colonifts ; on the contrary they talked much of 


liberty *. ‘Chey declared themfelves ready to defend the province ; 
but abfolutely refufed to march out of it, and commence hoftili- 
fics upon their neighbours. ‘The governor applied to the bifhop 


* Mr. Thomas Gamble’s letter to General Gage, 
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of Quebec, to ule his fpiritual influence, and particularly to iffue ~ 


an epilcopal mandate to be read by the parifh priefis in the time 
of divine fervice, byt the buhep excufed himfelf. The ecclefi- 
ailics, in the place of this, iilued their letters, which were how- 
ever, greaily difiegarded, “The noblefle alone, who were chiedl 


¢ 


confidered in the Quebec-aét, fhowed a zeal againit the Englith . 


colonilts, tli 

Colonel Johnfen, a fon of the late Sir William Johnfon, had 
repeated conferences with the Indians; at the one in Montreal, 
he delivered to each of the Canadian tribes a war belt and the 
faichet ; after which he invited them to feaft on a Boftonian and 
to arink his blood, figuratively, an ox being roafted for the pur- 


td 


pole, and a pipe of wine given: but the entertainment could not 
prevail with them to take up the hatchet. ‘The congrefs, being 
made acquainted with the difpofition of the Canadians, and the 
debyns of governor Carleton, and expecting a powerful oppo. 
iion from that quarter, when European troops were arrived, yn- 
iefs they could prevent it by fecuring the country, determined 
upon penetrating into Canada, in hope of gaining the fpeedy pof- 
feliion of it, and of joining it to the union, The more effectually 
to fupport the reafonablenefs of the meafure, and to ftrengthen 
the operation, it was given out, that the powers, with which gO 
vernor Carleton was intrulted by his commiffion, were {peciak 
and extraordinary, purpofély defigned to warrant his attempting 
by torce ws {upprefs the oppofition making in the colonies to the 
Gritih mealures. Several or even molt of the members of con, 
crels could not but know, that the words ef the commiffion for 
governing ther own colonies, name and place excepted. Sig 
(suv’s commuiffion was in the ufual mode, and fimilar to what was 
piven to Danvers Ciborne, efg; governor of New-York *. 
General Montgomery was fent forward to Tyconderoga with 
a body of troops, New-Yorkers and New-Englanders, . When 
he tock leave of his lady, his parting words were, “ You fhall 
wever blufh for your Montgomery.” [ Aug. 21.| He arrived 
with the continental army (if not too diminutive to be fo called) 
at/the place of deftmation. General Schuyler, who was the chief 
commander, remained at Albany to attend the Indian treaty car, 
rying on in that city. General Montgomery made a movement 
cown Leake Champlain, without waiting the arrival of more 
troops; that fo he might hinder the enemy's armed vellels get- 
bag into the lake. [ Sept. 4, 5. Schuyler having pulhed forward, 
nowwithfanding great indifpolition, and joined Montgomery at 
die la Mette, they moved on and arrived at Ile aux Noix. Here 


ye) 


* See the copy in Mr, Emith’s Hiftory of New-York. 
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he drew up a declaration, which he fent among the Canadians 
by colonel Allen and major Brown, afluring them, that the army 
was defigned only againit the Englith garrifons, and not the coun- 
try, their liberties or religion, | Sept, 6.| The army, not ex. 
ceeding a thoufand men, proceeded without any obfiruétion to. 
ward St. John’s. When in fight of the works, and about two 
miles diftant, the enemy began to fire, without doing any damage. 
After advancing half a mile nearer, the troops landed without 
oppofition, in aclofe deep fwamp.; and being formed, marched 
through grounds marfhy and covered with woods, in order to re, 
connoitre the fortrefles. The left was attacked in croffing acreek, 


_ by a party of Indians, who killed a fearjeant, corporal, and three 


privates, befide wounding eight, three of whom died. ‘Three 
officers alfo were wounded.. The Indians were foon compelled 
to give way, and had five killed and four badly wounded. Gen, 
Schuyler receiving certain intelligence in the evening, that the 
enemy’s fortifications were complete, and plentifully furnifhed 
with cannon, it was thought advifable the next morning, to re- 
turn to Ile aux Noix, which was accordingly done; and the 
troops were employed in ere€ting proper works to fecure the en- 
trance into the lake; and in getting ready, on the arrival of fur- 
ther reinforcements, to take advantage of any events that might 
happen in Canada. Schuyler returned, leaving the command to 
Montgomery ; who, being ftrengthened by an addition of men 
and artillery, and receiving orders to undertake the fiege of St. 
John’s, [| Sept. i7.| proceeded to execute the fame. ‘The next 
day the enemy threw bombs, but did no damage. The Ameri- 
cans returned the falute, [Sept.21.| The lines of circumvalla- 
tion were finifhed; but between 20 and 30 waggons with provi- 
fions, rum, brandy, &c, for the garrifon, were taken prior to it. 
Afterward there was a continual firing for fome days and nights ; 
and could the general have depended upon the troops, he might 
have ventured to promife fuccefs, but he could fay nothing plea- 
fing on that head. ‘The men took good care of themfelves ; and 
one night capt. Matt, of the ift regiment of Yorkers, bafely de- 
ferted the mortar battery without ever being attacked. 

Colonel Allen being upon his return, with a guard of about 
eighty men, from a tour upon which he had been fent by the 
general, was defired to halt by major Brown, who propoled 
that colonel Allen fhould return to Longueil, procure canoes and 
crofs the river St. Lawrence. a little north of Montreal; while 
he croffed a little to the fouth of the town with near 200 
men, as he had boats fuflicient. The plan was approved of, 
and colonel Allen croffed in the night. Major Brown by 
fome means failed on his part; and colonel Allen found him. 


B58). THe HTS TOR Vorree 0 [ 4. D. 1775, 


felf, the next morning, in a critical fituation; but concluded upon 
maintaining his ground. [ Sept. 25.] General Carleton learnin 
‘how weak colonel Allen was, marched out againit him with about 
forty regulars, together with Canadians, Englifh and Indians, 
amounting to fome hundreds. The colonel defended himfelf 
with much bravery ; but being deferted by feveral, chiefly Ca- 
nadians, and having had fifteen of his men killed, was under the 
neceffity of furrendering with thirty-one effe€tives and feven 
wounded. He was directly put into irons. Had the plan been 
executed according to major Brown’s propofal, Montreal would 
probably have been furprifed and taken, Succefs would have 
prevented the cenfures, which are now paffed upon the one for 
propofing, and the other for adopting a plan of operation to 
which the general was an entire firanger. | Oét. 4.] A party 
of Canadians, who had Joined and greatly aflifted the befiegers, 
intrenched themfelves on the eaft fide of the lake, on which the 
enemy fent an armed floop with troops to drive them away ; but 
the Canadians attacked the {loop with vigor, killed a number of 
the men, and obliged her to return to St. John’s in a fhattered 
condition. The main body of the army decamped from the 
fouth, [O&. 7.| and marched to the north fide of the fort; and 
in the evening began to throw up a breaft work, in order to 
erect a battery of cannon and mortars. The continental troops 
brought fuch a fpirit of hberty into the field,and thought fo free. 
ly for themfelves, that they would not bear either fubordination 
or difcipline. The general could not in truth dire@ their ope- 
rations, and would not have {tayed an hour at their head, had he 
not feared that the example would be too generally followed 
and fo the public fervice fuffer. There was a great want of pow- 
der, which with the diforderly behaviour of the troops was a 
damp to the hope of terminating the fiege fuccefsfully. 

[O&. 18.] The profpeét was much brightened. The Cana- 
dians planned an attack upon Chamblee, and carried down in 
batteaus the artillery, paft the fort of St. John’s. After a fhort 
demur it furrendered to major Brown and major Livingfton.— 
‘The greateft acquifition was about fix tons of powder, which 
enabled the general to accomplifh his wifhes. The other parti- 
culars you have below *, except the colours of the 7th regiment, 
which were immediately tran{mitted to congrefs—the firft pre- 


* Eighty barrels of flour, 13 ditto tice, 7 ditto peafe, 6 firkins of but- 
ter, 134 barrels of pork, 7 ditto damaged, 124 barrels of gunpowder, 300 
{wivel thot, 1 box of mufket fhot, 6564 mufket Cartridges, 150 ftand of 
French arms, 3 royal mortars, 61 fhells, 500 hand granades, Royal fufi- 
Jeers mutkets 83, accoutrements 83, rigging for three veffels at leaft, x 
major, 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, the captain ot the {chooner which is funk, 
@commifionary and furgeon, foldiers 83, 


{ent 


A. D.1775.] AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 439 


fent of the kind they ever rece:ved. The garrifon became pris 


foners of war, but were allowed all their baggage, the quaniity 


of which was aftonifhing. Their women and children, whole 


number was equally aftonifhing, were permitted to go with them 
and to take their effects. ‘The befiegers having obtained a full 
fupply of ammunition, went to work in earneft, completed a bat- 
tery within 250 yards of the fort, and mounted in it [ Oct. 90. | 
four guns and fix mortars, in defiance of the continual fire of 
the enemy. While the army was bufily engaged in preparing 
for a cannonade, and an affault if neceffary, they received the 
agreeable news of governor Carleton’s being repulfed. [ Oct. 
31.| The governor, with a view of raifing the fiege, colletted a 
body of about 800 forces, confiiling of the militia of Montreal, 
a number of Canadians, whom he had. maintained for fome 
time, a few troops, not a hundred, and fome Indians. They 
left Montreal in high {pirits, and attempted to cro{s the river St. 
Lawrence, and land at Longueil; but colonel Warner, with 
goo Green Mountain boys, and a four pounder which kept 
pouring grape fhot into the boats, prevented their making good 
a landing. They were fuffered to come very near the shore, 
and then the fire was fo hot and detftructive, that they were 
thrown into great confufion, and retired with the utmoft precipi- 
tation. (November 1.) The batteries kept an inceffant fire all 
day on the garrifon of St. John, which returned a very brifk 
one.—In the evening, general Montgomery fent a flag, with 
a letter to’ major Prefton the commander, by one of the 
prifoners taken by colonel Warner, informing him of gover. 


nor Carleton’s defeat, and recommending to him the furren-. 
-der of the fort, as he could now have no longer reafon to ex- 


peét relief from that quarter. Major Prefton in return fent an 
officer to the camp, propofing to anf{wer the letter fully in the 


morning, and that in the mean time hoftilities fhould ceafe on 


both fides. Two officers came into the camp (Nov. 2.) with an 
anfwer from major Prefton, who requefted the general to wait 
four days, to fee whether no relief would come in that time, and. 
if not, they would make propofals for a furrender. The ad- 
vanced feafon of the year, did not allow of the general’s com- 


plying. He. required them to furrender immediate'y prifoners 


of war; but referred them for the truth of the governor’s defeat 
to another prifoner. It was at length agreed that the garrifon 
fhould march out with the honors of war, as what was due to 


their fortitude and perfeverance. The non-commufhioned offi- 


cers and privates were to ground their arms on the plain; the of- 
ficers were to keep their fide arms, and their fire arms were to be 
yeferved for them. ‘The effects of the garrifon were not to be 

. withheld. 
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withheld from them. The Canadian gentlemen and others at ” 


St. John’s were confidered as part of the garrifon; which 
amounted to about 500 reoulars, and better than 100 Canadian 
volunteers. ‘The next morning they marched out, (Nov. 31.) 
and the continental troops took poffeffion of the fort; im which 
were 17 brafs ordinance from 2 to 24 pounders, ¢ eight inch 
howitzers, 7 mortars, and 29 iron ordnance from 3 to g pounds 
ers, a confiderable quantity of {hot and fmall fhells, and about 
8oo tland of {mall arms, befide a final] quantity of naval flores, 
The ammunition and provifion was trifling, thefe having been 
nearly expended. 

Gencral Montgomery preffed on to Montreal. It being capa- 
ble of making no detence, governor Carleton quitted it in one 
day ; the general entered it the next, [Nov. 19.] He treated 
the inhabitants with becoming liberality, engaging upon his hos 
nor to maintain the individuals and religious communities of the 
city in the peaceable enjoyment of their property of every kind ; 
and the inhabitants, whether Enelifh, French, or others, in the 
free exercife of their religion. ‘The general, in all his tranfac- 
tions, wrote, f{pake, and behaved with that attention, regard and 
politenefs, to both privates and officers, foldiers and citizens, 
which might be expeéted from the gentleman. He was careful 
to puth forward in time a number of continental troops under 
colonel Eafton to the point of Sorel River, which they guarded 
fo with cannon, an armed gondola, and their fire arms, that 
the fleet which had fallen down below Montreal, would not ven: 
ture to attempt pafling it. General Prefeot, who was on board 
with about 120 privates and feveral officers, was reduced to the 
neceflity of furrendering by capitulation, [Nov. 17.] eleven fail 
of veffels with all their contents, confifting of, befide failors and 
foldiers, 760 barrels of flour, 675 ditto of beef, 376 firkins of 
butter, 3 barrels of powder, 4 nine and fix pounders, cannon 
cartridges and ball, 2380 mufket cartridges, eight chefls of arms, 
200 pair of fhoes, anda quantity of intrenching tools ; all of 
which proved very acceptable to the continental troops, who had. 
no redundancy of any articles whatever. In the preceding mid- 
night, governor Carleton was conveyed, in a boat, with muf- 
fled paddles, by a fecret way to the Three Rivers, and arrived 
fafe at Quebec the Sunday following. 


Notwithflanding the advanced and fevere feafon, general. 


ontgomery marched on for the capital, expecting to be joined 
by colonel Arnold and his detachment in its neighbourhood, and 
_defigning to complete the reduétion of Canada before the arrival 
of any Britifh reinforcement. But while he was Mea 
qumbers were returning. An unhappy home ficknefs prevaile f 
an 


~ 
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and no fpecific was fo efficacious asa difcharge. No fooner was 
it adminiftered, but the cure of niné out of ten was perfected ; 
who, refuting to wait for boats to go by the way of Fort George, 
upon their arrival at Tyconderoga, flung their héavy packs over 
their fhoulders, croffed the lake at that place, and undertook a 
march of two hundred miles, with the greateft good will and 
alacrity. Three hundred of the continentals paffed by Tyconde- 
roga on their way home by the end of the month. The rain of 
the caufe was further hazarded by the turbulent and mutinous 
{pirit of feveral officers. < | 

Colonel Arnold’s arrival with his detachment, at Point Levi, 
was not known at Quebec for twenty-four hours; and was at 
length difcovered by his orderimg out fomé men to fecure the 
midfhipinan of the Hunter {loop of war, who was juil landed of 
that fide the river; the boat returned and carried the intelligence 
to Quebec ; on which two fhips ef war were flationed, one 
above and the other below. Wolfe’s cove, to prevén't the Ameri- 
cans crofling over. ‘A council was called, and by a majority of 
one it was agreed no? to proceed immediately to aitack the town. 
The contrary refolution, backed by vigorous exertions, would 
probably have put him into the poffeffion of it. On the fifth of 
November it. was really in a defencelefs flate, without a. fingte 
foldier., Had the détachment erofled, the gates would, it is 
thought, have been opened by the difafleGted and faint-hearted. 
The colonel however declared, that he would certainly make the 
attack when he had croffed, in cafe they were not difcovered to 
be over. In the mean time, the troops were employed in pre- 


_ paring {caling ladders. Before they were ready with thefe, co- 


lonel- Maclean, the deputy governor, arrived at Ouebec from 


‘Sorel, [Nov. 12.] with about 170 men of his new raifed regi- 
‘ment Of emigrants ; of this colonel Arnold had advice the next 


day, when, inthe evening.at nine o'clock, he began to embaris 
his forces on board thirty-five canoes, leaving the ladders be- 
hind, and by four the next morning got over and landed 500 
men wholly undifcovered. They landed in the [mall cove where 
the brave and enterprifing general Wolfe did, now called 
Wolfe’s cove.. The Lizard’s barge rowing up the river, the co- 
lonel ordéred her to be hailed, and fired upon for refufing to come 
in fhore ; en which fhe pufhed off, and carried the account of 
the detachmient’s having crofled over. But before this difcovery, 
the men paraded on the heights of Abraham. From thence thev 
fent out a reconnoitering party toward the city, marched acrofs 
by general Murray, and other adjacent houfes, which afforded 


VoL, 1. 3 


the plain, and took pofleffion of a large houfe formerly owned 


tine 
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fine accommodations for the troops. Guards were placed on the 
different roads to cut-off the communication between the city and 
country. ‘The main body, about noon, marched fairly in view 
of the enemy, and gave thens three huzzas, which were returned 
by a few fhot from the ramparts. In the evening the colonel 
Borie a flag of truce with a demand of the. garrifon, in the name 
and on behalf of the United Colonies, which was fired upon as 
it approached the walls. The colonel was certainly overfeen ; 
he thould have taken the fcalt ling ladders along with him ; ‘Have 
concealed his being over, and attempted a coup de main He next 
night which might have been done with a profpeét of fuccefs, as 
his Canadian friends, Englifh and French, were in the city to 
fecond his operations, and as the failors were then fcattered on 
board the fhips, fome ahout Quebec and others up the yiver.— 
[Nov. 16,] A company of men were fent to take poffeflion of 
the general hofpital. ‘The Canadians were continually coming 
in to exprefs their fatisfattion at the continental forces having 
entered the country. The next day a certain account was re- 
ceived of the capture of Montreal. Early in the morning Loy 

19. |the troops decamped and marched up to Point au Fremb! 
about feven leagues from Quebec, through a thick fettled coun- 
try, where you meet, every few mules, with a handfome little 
chapel. This was the day on which governor Carleton arrived 
at Quebec ; and the firll thing he did, was to turn out the fuf 
petted, id all who would not affift in the defence of the city. 
ae 29.) By exprefs from M ontreal, the forces were informed 
that Montgomery was upon his march, and had fent down cloth- 
ing for them. ‘The general finding plenty of woollens at Mon- 
treal, at a reafonable price, gave his foldiers new clothes, after 
their eget fuffered rhinch by the feverity of the climate, to 
which they tubmitted with patience and. refolution, particularly 
in marching from St. John’s to Montreal, the road being half 
Jeg deep in mire. He was alfo mindful ap colonel Arnold’s de- 
tachment, which had fuffered {till greater hardfhips. General 
Montgomery arrived at one o'clock, (Dec. 1.) with three armed 
fchooners, men, ammunition, and provifion, to the great joy of 
the colone!’s forces, who toward evening turned out and marched 
to the general's quarters, and were there received’ and compli, 
mented by him upon their appearance. ‘The next day the bat- 
teaus were jent to Pomt Leyi for the fealing ladders. The ge- 
neral appeared betore Quebec, (Dec. 5.) which is the laft we 

have heard of his movements. 

(Dec. 14.) General’ Howe iffued orders for taking down the 
eld North meeting-houfe, a large wooden bul Iding, containing 
a 
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a great deal of timber; anda hundred old wooden dwelling 
| houfes and other buildings, to be ufed for fuel, The {carcity of 
| this article, now that the ufual fupplies from the country are cut 
j off, will reduce the inhabitants to an extreme dithculty. 

i (Dec. 30.) P. S. Admiral Shuldam is juft arrived from 
Great-Britain in the Chatham man of war of 50 guns, to fuper. 
fede admiral Greaves. i 
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